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: JAPAN
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JDR

Report on the Japan Disaster Relief (JDR) Expert
Team'’s Activities for the Qil Spill Disaster
off the Coast of Mindoro Island
in the Republic of the Philippines

March 20, 2023
(Venue: PCG Headquarters)
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[ABrief of the incident

+ On Feb 28, 2023, “PRINSESS EMPRESS” (hereinafter referred to as “Vessel P” ) sank
halfway off the coast of the Oriental Mindoro, middle of the Philippines. On March 1, it
sank to the seabed at a depth of approximately 300 meters

« Vessel P was carrying 800 tons of cargo oil (IF0) and its own fuel oil (MFO). The reasons
of how the vessel sank have not yet been revealed, and its present condition at the seabed
is unknown.

« At present, the leakage of fuel oil or cargo oil has been confirmed, and the oil
col lection, spraying of dispersants are being carried out by the shipowner and PCG. There
are a high possibility that a large amount of oil is still on board the Vessel P, thus, it
is necessary to consider measures such as removal of stored cargo oil if technically
feasible in addition to current oil spill response activities.

“ . | Lungred ng
W 3 | Batangas
% 1 “1

[Premises]

« In oil spill incidents, the responsible
party (pol luter) should take responsibility.
(i.e. polluter pays principle)

« Increasing the number of the offshore
vessels can help prevent further damage
such as oil drifting ashore, by
implementing proper oil treatment and
recovery.

March 12

’ March 12 ‘

March16 March 16

[March 12 and 16: Investigation from the PCG’ s MRRV-4410 around the sunken area)

Observed blackish to shining silvery oil film(sheen) and streaks of black to brown or yellowish brown-
colored oil layer(slick), as well as the smell of an oily odor similar to that of Bunker C Fuel 0il (CFO).

4
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[2aSituation and assessment (sunken area / offshore)

[The results of the assessment]

- [t is supposed that oil has drifted over a wide coastal area
due to the large amount of oil spill immediately after the
incident or«due to rough sea condition that prevented offshore
operatio ~the first stage

- -
Curreﬁ{ﬁ the offshore operations have been carried out and

plemented by PCG and others are generally
opr i ate, therefore, it is evaluated that the
Il to the coastal area Is_being managed to a

o

L

= On the other hand, continuous offshore operatloﬂk‘are required
as 0|I is dtlll confirmed to be leaking from the iphke jrea.

p— |. : '
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[[87Situation along the shoreline of the Nunicipal ity of Pola

(March 12) na Tubig (March 13)

Buhay na Tubig (March 13) Anahaw

ach, Batuhan (March 13)

[The results of the assessment] S
- In this incident, maior damage:was observed in the Munlclpal|ty
of Pola and its vicinity area of Oriental Mindoro, where 13
Barangays have been affected ‘ 4
- Based on%the shoreline investigation the current situation has
reIatrvely improved due]tosthe collection and cleanup operation of
the 01I that drifted ashore at the time of the accident.
; \
ﬂTARBALLS contlnue to drift ashore over a W|de area of Pola, and
.cleanup operatloﬁ’ts st|II reqU|red - :

e,
-

e £
. b )
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Storage of collected oils
— ey

Buhay na Tubig, Pola Anahaw Beach, Pola Anahaw Beach, Pola

10
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[OSR plan]

In the future, there is a possibility that a large-scale oil spill could suddenly
occur again for various reasons, and the following proposals are suggested as
the counter measures in such case. It is highly recommended to strongly
advice the shipowner of the sunken vessel to increase the number of the
response vessel to be deployed as the current forces are insufficient.

<Spreading>

e For the dark-colored oil in the vicinity of the point of oil source, in addition
to the application of oil dispersants, spreading with sailing of vessels and
spraying water are recommended to promote the natural purification
mechanism.

oFor the oil film (sheen) floating offshore with light-brown colored or weaker,
sailing on it using vessels and spraying water without using oil dispersants is
recommended.

<Collection>

eCurrent oil collection operation using oil booms and oil skimmers should be
conducted with the additional vessels.

oFor the floating oil that drifts onto sandy beaches, oil-absorbing materials or
oil snares should be installed in a boom-like shape for the collection of the oil.
eFor the oil that has drifted ashore, especially tar balls, the shipowner should
arrange cleanup operation by the oil response contractor, and if necessary,
collect the tar balls with the support of local residents.

11
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[Offshore] Oil Spill Response Method (Spreading)

Guide the vessels to the oil source and
drifted oil utilizing drones and so forth

Dark-colored of oil

Apply pure dispersants then

spread by sailing and spraying
water

Thin oil film (sheen) with light-
brown colored or weaker

- Spread by sailing and
spraying water

12
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[0ffshore] Oil Spill Response Method (Collection and Spreading)

=

lf' XIf addltlonal tugboats and vessels can be prepared

Guide the vessels to the oil source and
drifted oils utilizing drones

Dark-colored of oil
= Collect oil by oil booms and oil
oil skimmers

Thin oil film (sheen) with
light-brown colored or weaker
= Spread by sailing and
spraying water

13

[Offshore] Oil Spill Response Method (collection)

ngéfigﬁmfn

sabangan

Install Oil Snares (for high-viscosity) or
QOil Adsorbents (for low-viscosity)
where oil drifting is observed or in
priority areas where protection is
desired.

[Oil which washed ashore]
+ Cleanup operation by the oil response
contractor hired by the shipowner

14
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[EXTProvision of ‘shoreline activity equipment

Product

Oil spill response workwear

Mask for oil spill response operation

Oil-proof working glove

Qil proof working glove

Qil proof rubber boots

Qil Blotter

Oil Blotter

Oil snare for heavy oil adsorption

Model

Microguard 1800W Size L-XL

DPM-50
Mask DPM-50

Oil Proof glove No.320 M (Nitrile and vinyl chloride)

Oil proof working glove — Sizel

Oil proof rubber boots S-01

Tough flannel Oil Blotter BLF

Tough flannel Qil Blotter BL-6500

QilSnare®

Quantity

3000

150

100

300

300

25

25

50

Unit

Pcs

Box

Pair

Pair

Pair

Box

Box

Pcs

15
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“PRINCESS EMPRESS”
Contingency Plan in Case of
a Large-Scale Oil Spill happens

JAPAN
DISASTER RELIEF TEAM

JDR

« March 20, 2023
« Japan Disaster Relief (JDR) Expert Team

[Brief of the incident)

« On Feb 28, 2023, “PRINSESS EMPRESS” (hereinafter referred to as “Vessel P”) sank halfway off the
coast of the Oriental Mindoro, middle of the Philippines. On March 1, it sank to the seabed at a depth of
approximately 300 meters.

» \Vessel P was carrying 800 tons of cargo oil (IFO) and its own fuel oil (MFO). The reasons of how the
vessel sank have not yet been revealed, and its present condition at the seabed is unknown.

» At present, the leakage of fuel oil or cargo oil has been confirmed, and the oil collection, spraying of
dispersants are being carried out by the shipowner and PCG. There are a high possibility that a large
amount of oil is still on board the Vessel P, thus, it is necessary to consider measures such as removal
of stored cargo oil if technically feasible in addition to current oil spill response activities.

aaaaaaa

*This plan is proposed for the preparation of PCG and other
agencies in case of a large—scale oil spill happens by the remaining
onboard oil leakage, and in case where the shipowner’ s response
is insufficient.

T @ai—
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[Condition of the PRINSESS EMPRESS]

* On March 1, Vessel P sank to the seabed at a depth of approximately 300 meters off the coast of
the Oriental Mindoro. At present, the reasons of how the vessel sank have not yet been revealed, and
its present condition at the seabed is unknown.

[Situation of the site)

<Geography>

« Mindoro Island is the 7t largest island in the Philiopines and has abundant nature. There are white
sand beach, mangroves, and coral reefs and famous as a diving spot of the country.

<Industry>

» Mindoro Island largely relies on agriculture while the aguaculture (catfish, milkfish, tilapia), livestock
farming, poultry are also active. In addition, fisheries and tourisms also make large income.

<Climate>

* Tropical monsoon climate with high temperature and humidity throughout the year. Average
temperature is 26-27 C. Climate is divided into three seasons: rainy season (June to October), cool
dry season (November to February), and hot dry season (March to May).

[Onboard oil)
+ According to the PCG, the Vessel P stored fuel oil (MFO) 10 thousand litters and cargo oil (IFO)
approx. 800 thousand litters. Those oils can be affected by waves and would become a form of
mousse by wrapping water in it. Mousse oil increases its volume and viscosity.

[Investigation areal
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[ Site investigation (Shoreline of the Municipality of Pola))

Poblacion Zonel  [3/12]
, I T o

Misong

? \ 5 *—! S e

» The situation was confirmed that cil had partially drifted ashore in various locations.

* Prevention and cleanup work was being carried out by local residents, and the collected oil was generally being managed
appropriately, but advice was given on areas for improvement.

+ Tar balls were found to have washed up on some beaches.

5

e oV

Correct dispersants application as undiluted

Spreading oil by spraying water

*» Observed blackish to shining silvery oil film(sheen) and streaks of black to brown or yellowish brown-colored oil layer (slick).

* Instruction were given to apply the oil dispersants undiluted, as it has been diluted with sea water prior. Matching tests for the oil
dispersants were conducted and effectiveness was confirmed.

* In order to enhance the effectiveness of the oil dispersants, instruction were given to spread it by sailing and spraying water.

—43 - 3
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[Site investigation (Offshore) March 16)

Possibleoil source l Qil collection by oil boom

Part of collected oil was passing through
oil boom

Spreading by water spraying

Spreading by water spraying

——

¥ i

+ Oil source was confirmed at a location suspected to be near the sunken area
* Although two (2) tugboats were deployed and carrying out the oil collection work, the dispersion work with the oil dispersants was
suggested as the amount of the oil collection was much less than the amount of the oil spill. (The effectiveness of the oil dispersants
on the tugboats has been confirmed)

* In addition to the application of the oil dispersants, in order to enhance the effectiveness of the oil dispersants, spreading by sailing
and spraying water were also suggested.

7

[Contingency plan in case a large-scale of oil spill happens])

In the future, there is a possibility that a large-scale oil spill could suddenly
occur again for various reasons, and the following proposals are suggested
as the counter measures in such case. It is highly recommended to strongly
advice the shipowner of the sunken vessel to increase the number of the
response vessel to be deployed as the current forces are insufficient.

<Spreading>

e For the dark-colored oil in the vicinity of the point of oil source, in addition
to the application of oil dispersants, spreading with sailing of vessels and
spraying water are recommended to promote the natural purification
mechanism.

oFor the oil film (sheen) floating offshore with light-brown colored or weaker,
sailing on it using vessels and spraying water without using oil dispersants is
recommended.

< Collection>

eCurrent oil collection operation using oil booms and oil skimmers should be
conducted with the additional vessels.

eFor the floating oil that drifts onto sandy beaches, oil-absorbing materials or
oil snares should be installed in a boom-like shape for the collection of the
oil.

eFor the oil that has drifted ashore, especially tar balls, the shipowner should
arrange cleanup operation by the oil response contractor, and if necessary,
collect the tar balls with the support of local residents.

8
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[Offshore] Oil Spill Response Method (Spreading)

| ¥XIfthe current responding forces are used

Guide the vessels to the oil source and
drifted oil utilizing drones and so forth

Dark-colored of oil

= Apply pure dispersants then
spread by sailing and spraying
water

Thin oil film (sheen) with light-
brown colored or weaker

= Spread by sailing and
spraying water

45—

Guide the vessels to the oil source and

drifted oils utilizing drones

Dark-colored of oil
= Collect oil by oil booms and oil
oil skimmers

Thin oil film (sheen) with
light-brown colored or weaker
- Spread by sailing and
spraying water




2023/4/12

[Offshore] Oil Spill Response Method (collection)
Calapan

sabangan

Install Oil Snares (for high-viscosity) or
Oil Adsorbents (for low-viscosity)
where oil drifting is observed or in
priority areas where protection is
desired.

[Oil which washed ashore]
- Cleanup operation by the oil response
contractor hired by the shipowner

[ Important points during the oil control and recovery works)

+  When using materials and eguioment for physical oil recovery such as oil-absorbing mats, oil snares,
and oil dispersants, it is recommended to conduct matching tests as much as possible and use the
appropriate items.

+ Oil-absorbing mats and oil shares are not effective for spilled oil treated with oil dispersants at the
same site.

* During the recovery, efforts should be made to prevent secondary contamination by using

Personal Protective Equipment (such as helmets, safety goggles, raincoats, masks, gloves, and

boots) and taking measures to cover and protect the surrounding areas (such as the ship’s deck

or the quay).

o

An example of proper covering

The oil has properly got caught The oil has properly got caught
by the oil snares. by the oil-absorbing mats

12
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gloves, boots, raincoat, safety belt, etc.
An undiluted oil dispersants must be used.

00

[ Important points to be considered when using oil dispersants)

A. The worker should wear Personal Protective Equioment such as a helmet, goggles, mask,

If the sea surface becomes whitened after spraying, adjust or suspend the
spraying because there might be too much spraying or it is ineffective.

QOil dispersants are flammabile liquids. The worker should be careful with fire.
As oil dispersants fall also on the deck, cover areas where contact may occur in advance
with vinyl sheets, etc. The worker should be careful not to slip and fall as it is slippery.

E. After spraying, diffuse it by sailing or splaying water.

Sea surface turned to the color of
. e ee \p S,

13

Put in 10 drops of ~ Putin 1 drops of

the test oil. the dispersants.
Put an adequate
amount of Shake the bottle up
seawater into a and down with 12
test bottle. cm distance and do

this for 1 minute

* If there are no test tubes available, substitute
it with glass or plastic bottles available on the
vessel.

[Procedure for testing effects of oil dispersants)

Judging the effect of the oil dispersant

Excellent: The Good: The upper
mixture is evenly section is dark and
cloudy. the lower section
Small particles is light. Particles
have scatteringly are evenly

got on the surface distributed.
of the acrylic plate

Not Good: An oil
layer was formed
on the surface.
The oil densely got
on the acrylic plate.

14
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[Important points for spraying dispersants, spreading by sailing and spraying water]

Direction along the band-shaped
sheen (Excellent)

Direction across the band-
shaped sheen (Not Good)

&
Sy
@ =
Sheen % sy of

losing track of
the sheen

When spraying dispersants, sailing, and spraying water, avoid crossing the band-shaped
sheen as it may divide the sheen and lose track of it.

15

[Reference: Procedure for testing effects of physical recovery materials and equipment)

Put a test piece of the oil adsorbent into a sample taken from the floating oil.

® [f the oil has got into the adsorbent, the effect can be judged as “High”.

® [f the oil has not gotten into the adsorbent and only got on the surface, the effect can be
judged as “Low.”

Effect: Low Effect: High

The oil has not gotten into the absorbent. The oil has gotten into the absorbent.

16
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[Reference: Important points when using oil absorbents)

o : A

@If the absorbents remains in the water for a long
time, the oil may separate from it.
= Promptly collect and replace absorbents soon
after it catches oil. .

@DSpreading the oil absorbents = Be sure to collect all (Mat-type, many-flag type )

secondary pollution

BlInsufficient covering may lead to

= Ensure proper covering.

17

[Reference: Evaluation of spilled oil in Japan)

5 Evaluating spilled oil
(1) Oil layer (slick)
An oil layer can be evaluated as shown below based on how it looks.
® Qil layer thickness: 0.01 mm: When the oil layer surface looks yellowish

brown

@ Oil layer thickness: 0.1 mm:  When the oil layer surface looks light brown
or black

@ Oil layer thickness: 1.0 mm:  When the oil layer surface looks dark brown
or black

@ Oil layer thickness: 10.0 mm: When the color of the oil layer surface looks

the same as that of the spilled oil

(2) Oil film (sheen)

An oil film can be evaluated as shown below based on how it looks.

@ Color A:Qil film thickness: 0.002 mm
The oil film looks blackish.
@ Color B:Oil film thickness: 0.001 mm
The oil film looks dark brown.
® Color C:Qil film thickness: 0.0003 mm
A light-brown band is clearly seen on the water surface. The oil film surface is
shining in all the colors of the rainbow.
@ Color D:Oil film thickness: 0.00015 mm
The water surface looks a little brownish. The oil film surface looks gray.
@ Color E:Qil film thickness: 0.0001 mm
The water surface is shining silvery.
® Color E or weaker:Oil film thickness: 0.00005 mm
Only when the light conditions are the best, the glittering oil film can be seen.

18
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Brief report on the offshore oil spill response

On March 12, 2023, the Japan Disaster Relief Expert Team boarded a helicopter and
PCG’s MRRV-4410 to investigate the pollution status and the implementation status of the
offshore oil-spill-response (OSR). This paper briefly reports the results of the investigation

and the evaluation of the OSR situation, as follows.

1 Reports from a team onboard helicopter
In the waters, where OSR operations were being carried out by two (2) tugboats and a
PCG’s MRRV-4410, blackish to shining silvery oil was found and spread in a "strip"
(coverage rates of 10-20%), with several “streaks” of black to brown oil in it.
Regarding the tugboats, it was confirmed that the belt-shaped oil was surrounded by

an oil boom in the shape of “U “or “J”, and the recovery work was being carried out.

2 Reports from a team onboard PCG’s MRRV-4410
In the vicinity of the OSR work area, similar to the survey results from the air, we found
blackish to shining silvery oil and streaks of black to brown oil and detected the smell of an
oily odor similar to that of Bunker C Fuel oil. Some tarballs were also observed.
i Checking the status of OSR work by PCG’s MRRV-4410

a. PCG’s MRRV-4410 were mainly engaged in dispersant spraying.

b. Regarding the oil dispersant (Type A) used by PCG’s MRRV-4410, it was found that
the dispersant acted effectively as a result of getting oil sample from the site and
conducting a matching test.

c. Regarding the floating oils in the working sea area, dispersant is considered to work
effectively because mousse formation has not progressed, and the water temperature
is as high as 27.5°C and the viscosity of the oil is low.

d. Inappropriate points were found in the method of using dispersant, as follows.

- Dispersants were diluted with seawater instead of being used undiluted.

- Since the pressure of the pump used for spraying the dispersant was weak, the
dispersant was not applied as a form of spray.

* The oil dispersant was also used for the thin oil film treatment.

- Although dispersant has a certain toxicity to the human body, it was observed that
crew members were exposed to droplets of the dispersant when it was sprayed.

e. It was found that the floating oil and the dispersant had reacted well after the
improvement of above d.

f. It was somewhat difficult to find the oils on the surface from the vessel due to the low

Page 1 of 2
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eye level.
ii Checking the status of OSR work of tugboats from the PCG’s MRRV-4410
a. Two tugboats were deploying oil boom in the shape of “U” or “J”, and were collecting
floating oils with oil skimmers (manufactured by FOILEX).
b. Thin layer of oil (yellowish brown to light-brown) was found around the area, where

the collection work was being carried out.

3 Considerations for future offshore OSR operations

It is important for drifting oil to be treated off shore as much as possible before it
reaches the coast.

At present, most of the oils found near the sunken location are thin layer of oils
(yellowish to light-brown) or oil film(sheen).

We believe that expecting a purifying effect by nature, diffusion by sailings and the
usage of water cannon against water surface can be effective and efficient for oil
films(sheen) which colors are little brownish to shining silverly to deal with quickly. As
much as possible, it is desirable to increase the number of responding vessels to do so.

We believe that it is effective and efficient to treat the streaks of oil layers (black to
brown or yellowish brown oil) found in some area of the water surface by spraying
dispersants.

If the thick layer of oils (black to dark brown oil) could be widely observed, it is
considered effective to collect the oils using an oil boom.

It is recommendable for vessels and tugboats to utilize the drones in order to strategize
the OSR work properly and efficiently in accordance with the situation every day.

In case of using dispersant, the following points should be in mind.

- It is considered effective to use a dispersant to control areas where layer of oil (black

to brown or yellowish brown oil) streaks or partially accumulates.

+ When using dispersant, take a sample of the floating oil and conduct a matching test

to confirm its effectiveness beforehand.

* Do not dilute dispersant with seawater and use it as it is.

* Ensure the pump pressure so that the oil dispersant can be sprayed in the form of a

spray.

+ Refrain from exposing the dispersant against the human body when treating.

March 17, 2023

Japan Disaster Relief Expert Team

Page 2 of 2
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6. KFEETLREN

TE74')EVHAREKXGEE Facebook

3H10H (&) &% (18 : 44 PST)

- Embassy of Japan in the Philippines £ 7 UE »HEEAGE @
2 published by Eoj Manila @ 10 March 5t 1844 - @

The JDR Expert Team Members have hit the ground running. They will cooperate with the PCG for
the ongoing cil removal and control activities for the MT Princess Empress il spill in Oriental
Mindore.

See Insights and Ads Boost post

m 111 1 comment 10 shares
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TE74)EVBREKXGEEE Twitter
3A10H (&) R (16:47 PST)

® Ambassador of Japan in the Philippin... @ @AmbJPNin... - Mar10
waws  The JDR Expert Team Members have hit the ground running. They will
cooperate with the PCG for the ongoing oil removal and control activities
for the MT Princess Empress oil spill in Oriental Mindoro.

QO 2 Sl Q 73 i 5439 &,

Ambassador of Japan in the Philippines &
wive  @AMBbIPNInPH

facebook.com/10006452146955...
4:48 PM - Mar10, 2023 - 463 Views
ihi View Tweet analytics

1Like

® T Qo 2

3H11H (L) &F& (15:33 PST)

Ambassador of Japan in the Philippines
ware  @AMbBIPNINPH

Touchdown, Expert Team! The JDR Expert Team just arrived in Oriental
Mindoro to commence their assessment of areas affected by the MT
Princess Empress oil. @ Expert Team is committed to work with 28 in
preventing further marine contamination and restoring the marine
environment.

3:33 PM - Mar 11, 2023 - 8,032 Views

il View Tweet analytics
26 Retweets 1 Quote Tweet 209 Likes

Q 0 Qo

[
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3A11H (L) &% (19:10PST)

Ambassador of Japan in the Philippines & aae
wene  @AMBIPNINPH

We extend our heartfelt appreciation to the @coastduardph for their
swift response and rescue of five Japanese crew members aboard MV
Catriona off the coast of Oriental Mindoro. Your dedication to duty and
commitment to saving lives are truly admirable. &,’ e

710 PM - Mar 11, 2023 - 7,931 Views
iln View Tweet analytics

29 Retweets 2 Quote Tweets 226 Likes

Q n Q

=

3H13H (H) &f (14:45PST)

Ambassador of Japan in the Philippines & e
wene  @AMbIPNInPH

Justin: W @coasiguardph & JDR Expert Team gear up to preserve the
marine envirenment in Or. Mindoro. e -provided PCG vessel Corregidor
just arrived carrying oil blotters, snares & gloves brought by ‘@ . Let's all
do our part in saving our precious oceans! gg _i_ i

2:45 PM - Mar 13, 2023 - 3,423 Views
ihi View Tweet analytics
17 Retweets 96 Likes

@) o 8 Q

=
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Manila Bulletin News 2023 £ 3 B 10 H
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The Daily Tribune News 2023 %3 A 11 H

The Da\w Tribune, News, March 11, 2013

that the

sﬁpportlrom'_ %
the Japanese

._government
will contribute

- in preventing
: further oil
~ contamination

" and resturing
the marine
environment
in the affected
f areas.”

the Philippines to look into the oil-spill d:saster

in-Oriental Mindoro. .
AmvmgmMamlaﬂnlﬂMa.rch theteam

.~ collaborated with the Philippine Coast Guard

. to assess the extent of damage and guide its ongoing

oil removal and control. -
. “We hope that the support from the Japanese

B gmr'ermnent will contribute in preventing further oil
; contmmatlon and restoring the marine environment -

in the affectedawas, Japanese Ambassador Kazuhiko
Koshikawa said. ;
The team consists of eight members: two from

the Embassy of Japan in the Philippines; five, °

Japan Coast Guard; three, National Strike Team (a,n

 expert unit in oil removal); o Japan Intemauonal‘.‘

_84 -

~ Japan helps
{??m Mlndoro oil spill

apan dnspatched a dlsaster—re]ief expert tea.mt.o &

Cnoperahon Agency.

. Also, granting the amicable request of the
Philippine government, equipment (such as oil
blotters, oil snares, and oil-proof working gloves) were
transported to the Philippines.

The Japanese are considering providing
additional supplies.

The disaster was caused by a small tanker that
submerged off the coast of Mindoro Island on 28
February, leaking cargo fuel and diesel oil into the
waters in the area.

Coastal regions, such as the Oriental Mmdom,
have banned fisheries and observed oil sludge.
reaching the shores of ﬁshmg villages and mangrove
forests,the damages gravely affecting the livelihood of
apptomna.tely 65,000 res;dents
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The Philippine Star, Nation p. B, March 11, 2023
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e

| Mianils Standard, News &4, March 11, 2023
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Philippine Star

202343 A 12H

The Philippine Star, News p. 1, March 12, 2023

- By RD‘BERTZGN RAMIREZ and GHIO ONG

sesivaia e

seeking
5 help in
ill cleanup “

The Phﬂippmes has fmﬁlallzed its requeﬁt for help from the Umted States i m. containing and
cleamng up the oil spill mg)mg from a sunken cnl tanker off Naujan, Oriental Mindoro,

“T've Ssmia letter to the embassy.
of the United States. .. that we need
‘help,” Philippine Coast Guard Com-
mandant Admiral Artemio Abu said
at a news forum in Quezc—n C'le

yesterday. :
While descri,blr.lg the cantent of

the letter as “generic,” Abu said it

US government in addressing the

oil. spﬂ.i prablem.
}Everhe pth

o R 2

The Philigpine Star, News . 1, March 12, 2023

PCG seekin,

1 to determine the source of the spill,  welcome

mmsn:sn: it.-p;gmshm}:. 2 m
lines at risk and cleatip and recoviry the
of “iled debris,” fis

!-Iesaldilmyhﬂwyﬂtumiw s from
- information

on scumeolt.hel'l'

elp from the  them,’

CGeontain  jurisdiction.”
mpresentas ¢« “Tha PCG and the Malay Mu-
sebto ni p.l D:saster Rigk Reduiction

i ammﬂ:\umly

B and monit

h‘é ;uasts Df Bclraca an

response. equlpment gveryt}ung ters in the direction of Caluya Island

‘Whatever theyre capable of giving
know what's needed at this
ePCG chiefsalclmEng]mh

us—
{'ﬂ'l'le,”
ancI Filipino.
”Theyhave m

".'Fle ﬁgldﬂle,

‘mAkla.ﬂ;w

nowned Boracay,
~ing, for the
- of the oil spi

— 87—

e on this issue. It's just a
ter makmg lmamn to them
exp:zessed the Fhilippines’ wish to dl'-a we a.re

receive any kind of En

o said ihe] vernment of Mala
hlg}msts the world r&y

h’l;ﬁmflywprslpw-

aching its area of

“Fish Sanmu.ry S::].la

in Anﬂque

“If we're t, about dlstanoe,
‘it's 70 kﬂommum the sinking

site, going to Antique in Caluya _

Island. It's the farthest it has gone
50, far,” he said at the news forum.

- MT Princess Empress was carrying

M 800, ,000 liters of industrial oil when

it sank. Its '.".U ;:rewmembers were: &

mm—

‘matine protected areas and several

D&ﬂﬂﬂj.
““Based on the information, gath-

ered bythe BOT, the oil spill has

intruded several Marine Frotected

_Ateas in the munidpality of Pola in

Oriental Mindoro, such as the King-

_Fisher Reserve, St. John the Baptst

M Sanctuary, Song of the Sea
S Saninsay, Silla Moris Foh
Sanel

- Bihiya Beach,
KL

1 Ioﬂj gwernm:nl
sibility of ‘txlendmg

£ : T"ﬁ{f‘

St M-rl‘hukocknshSmctuwmd

'thﬁ San Isidro Labrador Fish Sanchi-

ary,” the DOT said.

It adided that resorts - namely the
3Cotiage, Long Beach
‘Beach Resort, Oloroso
Beach Resort, Munting Buhangin
Beach Resort and Bihay
hite Beach Resort — have

and marine Jife.
Cleanup drives were also hald in

':Ca]uyu town in Antique, particu-

larly the shorelings of Sitio Sabaj Ia:i

¢ Barangay Tinogbo, Liwagao

Ba.lan;ny Sibolo and Salm Tambak
Barangiy Semirara.
I)E)T 15 also coordinati w.u.
the Tubhalsha Management
m Cagayancillo town, Palawan u:
repare measures in case the oil spill
mdues the Tubbataha Reef, a world-
famous diving destination.

“The DOT notes with serousness
the ol spill incident and its grave
impact on the tourism industry,
including disruptions in the liveli-
heood of %he affected communities,
tourism-dependent businesses ard
recreational activities,” DOT Becre:
Lary Christma Gama Frasco said

M:ﬁn ..' .‘u“; stal

undertak-

i -enhl Iﬁeamgtu mitigate the effects
* of the pil spill on coastal communities.

that 34 cruise ships
were txpacbed to dock in Minder,
Eomblon, Marindugue and Palawan

 this year.



Malaya Business Insight 2023 £ 3 A 13 H

Malaya Business Insight, News p. 1, March 13, 2023

Japanese oil slick 'experts assist
PCG in Mindoro clean-up drive

BY ASHZEL HACHERO

A TEAM of Japanese oil spill control experts
is now in Oriental Mindoro to assist in ongo-
ing efforts to contain the oil slick caused by the
sinking of an oil tanker catrying 800,000 liters
of industrial fucl oil last February 28. ;

Japanese Ambassador Koshikawa Kazuhiko
confirmed the arrival of the team in the prov-
ince, saying in a tweet: “The JDR Expert Team

just arrived in Otiental Mindoro to commence |

their assessment of areas affected by the MT
Princess Empress oil (spill). :

“(The) expert Team is committed to work
with preventing further marine contamina-
tion and restoring the marine environment,”
he added. ‘

He earlier said the team will work with the
Philippine Coast Guard for the ongoing ol

removal and control activities for the sunken
vessel.

Local authorities have banned fishing and
swimming in contaminated watets in 78 coastal
barangays from nine Otiental Mindoro towns

 that have declared a state of calamity, namely,

Naujan, Pola, Pinamalayan, Gloria, Bansud,
Bongabong, Roxas, Mansalay, and Bulalacao.

The MT Princess Empress sank after en-
countering engine trouble on its way to Iloilo
from Bataan. ‘ i

Last Saturday, PCG Commandant Admiral
Artemio Abu said the oil spill is still under Tier
2 response and does not yet require foreign
assistance.

Under the National Oil Spill Contingency
Plan, Tier 3 is considered a national-level re-

See JAPANESE > Page B2

JAPANESE

sponse and may call for assistance
from the international community.
Foreign experts and coast guard
personnel from other countries are
. sending their teams to meet with
the PCG today, Monday, to assist
in addressing the oil spill.

DSWD ASSISTANCE

Mote than P18.867 million
worth of food and non-food re-
lief items have been provided to
31,278 families or 141,058 persons
affected by the oil spill in Regions
IV-B (Mimaropa) and VI (West-
ern Visayas), the Department of
Social Welfare and Development
(DSWD) said yesterday.

Data from the DSWD’s Disaster
Response Operations Monitoring
and Information Center showed
the affected families wete from

122 barangays in Regions IV-B
composed of 115 barangays from
Oriental Mindoro (19,785 families
or 97, 692 persons) and three from
Palawan (3,106 families or 13,140
persons) and four in Region VI

composed of four from Antique

(8,387 families or 30,226 persons).

The DSWD has mote than
P2,023 billion worth of standby
funds (P745.9 million) and stock-
pile (P1.277 hillion) that are ready
to be tapped and disttibuted.

The DSWD, through its Field -

Office MIMAROPA, in coordina-
tion with the Department of En-
vironment and Natural Resources
(DENR), has started to provide a
Cash-for-Work (CFW) ptogram to
residents affected by the oil spill
The department said 70 fisher-

~men were deployed to Barangay

Batuhan in Pola, Otiental Mindoro
to collect available materials in the

community that will be used in

_88 —

making improvised spill booms
and oil absorbent as part of the
CFW progtam.

Each beneficiary will receive
the daily regional minimum wage
every five days, for a total of 15
working days.

Last Friday, the DSWD also dis-
tributed P5.58 million of financial
assistance to affected residents
through the Assistance to Indi-
viduals in Crisis Situation (AICS).
A total of 1,116 beneficiaties from
740 families in Barangay Algeciras
and 376 in Barangay Concepcion,
both in the Aguyata town in Pala-
wan, received P5,000 in cash.

The Department last Saturday
augmented family food packs
(FEPs) in Otiental Mindoto with
the delivery of 34,589 food packs,
including 19,665 FFOS given to
fishermen and in Culasi and in
Semirara Island, both in Antique,
which received 3,400 FEPs,
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Manila Standard, News p.1, March 13, 2023
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Oil spill puts Verde Island in peril

UP study shows oil trajectory to reach biodiversity center this week
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OIL spill-aflected fisherlolk Janniier Ja
aeca saya: ‘While there wer
ouring the pandemlc Uniike now, we' rehan:?ﬂﬁom fishing beca

SMPC helps
in cleanup

Consunji-led integrated energy
company Semirara Mining and Power
Corporation and the Department of
Energy have forged a parinership
to help clean up and contain the
oil spill from a sunkeén tanker in
Oriental Mindoro.

Semirara and DoE collaborated
with the Philippine Coast Guard,
Difice of Civil Defense, Depariment
of Health, local government units, and
the impacted residents in Semirara
Islind

The hazardos waste first reached
the shores of Semirara Island in
Gg]uja, Antique on the afternoon
of 3 March,

To date, the SMPC has devoted
gver 4,700 man-hours to the oil spill
clemu 1.

The company has also provided
“the responders from PCG and DoH
with accommodation, transport
‘services, and personal protective
equipment, including hazardous
material suits, NO5 masks, boots and

sl

PHOTOBAMPH COUTES ¥ ¢ O CEED
eresliclions, we wereable o make a iving
use ofthe ol spil. What will happen jpus?

Japan P;.CG assessigloil spill dame

From page T

Gomposed of 11 experts, twn teams
from Japan were coordinating with
the Ehilippine Coast Guard to visit
and assess today the barangays
affected by the oil spill

Japanese Embassy economic
affaira chief Nihei Daisuke said
that “we are joining the Philippine
authorities, especially the Philippine
Coast Guard, to combat this il spill
incident.”

MY Princess Bmpress was loaded
with 800,000 liters of industrial fuel
oil when it went under due to rough
geas off the island of Mindoro. It
is beligved to be aboul 400 melers

below sea level,
o

At least nine munici
the coast of ﬂnahtﬂ
heen affected by fhe oil apill, ﬂléllg
with more than 600 hectares of sea
home to coral rceru mangroves, and
s

The Japaneseg Leam was
weleomed Friday in Manila by
Vice Admiral Ronnie Gil Gavan,

the PCG Deputy Gommandant Far
Administration.

Meeting PCG

Aside from Japan, other eommtries
have nffered to help contain the oil
spill that threatens the maritime
ecosyatem and the lives and livelihood
of the Tesidents of the affected
provinces.

“On Monday, some ¢ountries want
to have a meeting with the PCG to
%e oult how they could be of help,”

6 Commandant Admiral Arbemio
Abu gald on Saturday.

Composed of 11 experts,

two Leams From Japan were
eoordinaging with the Philippine
Coast Guard to visit and assess
today the barangays affeeted by

she ol spil

[ particular, Lheau countries can
provide remote operated vehdeles that

are needed to locate MT Princess

Empress 13.88 kilometers northeast
of Balingawan Point in Pola, Mindoro,

—92_

he added.

Abu said that even though the
PCG has o remote operated vehicle,
it eannef g0 down to a depth of
400 meters to where the vessel has
deseended.

" “The vehicles would help by way
of having this advanced equipment,
technolog,,by way of getting the oil,”
Abu addad

The P!JG rsv&a]ed an Saturday
that it has also sought the help of
the United States in containing the
oil gpill,

South Korea and other nations are
a}sﬁ‘hmlmedtoshm their expertise
in containing the oil spill, according
to Malacanang,

It said the foreign experts were

- sef fo meet with PCG officials today.

The environmental group Protect
Vordo Island Passage has said at least
18,000 fisherfolk in Oriental Hmﬂum
harve lost their livelihood as
activities have been put on hold.

Penple have also gotten sick due to

- the il spill reaching coasts,
to sntholﬁes ks
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'0il spill heading for Verde Island

Endangered hawksbill turtles, whale sharks, manta rays; dugong threatened

By AARON RECUENCO al BA AS NEE,

ritically endangered hawks-
bill turtle, whale sharks,
manta rays, dugongs, hump-

head wrasses, glant groupers,
and giant clams at Verde Island Pas-
sage are at risk as the Oriental Min-
doro oil spill is now heading
toward the area.
L‘t With the weakening of
. the northeast monsoon, U111 10100 {8}
o locally referred i
, to as amihan, »>7 .

Y2

OIL SPILL PROBE — Origntal Mindero Governor Humerlita
A, Dolor (left) stresses a point as Pola, Oriental Mindora
Mayor Jennifer M. Cruz (second from [eft) listens, while
E ment and Natural Resoureces Secretary Ma. Antonia
“Toni* Yulo Loyzaga updates senators on the damage caused
by -'JIsui!{tni_ihunlmnmPrinnus.t’mmxx‘auhe

inquiry of the Senate Committee on Environ| atural
Resaurces and tlimate thange on Tuesday, March 14, 2023.

(REIZF: <)
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Oil spill wreak
havoc on tourism

INMETRO MAN

VOL.603 NO.77 @ @ THE EXPONENT OF PHILIPPINE PROGRESS SINCE 1900

By JEL SANTOS and AARCN RECUENCO

hemassiveoilspillin Oriental Mindoro
has so far affected 61 tourist sites,
including beach resorts, Tourism
Secretary Christina G. Frasco bared
during the Tourism Stakeholders’ National
Surmmit in Manila on Wednesday, March 15
Earlier, the Department of Tourism (DOT)
said destinations in Oriental Mindoro and
nearby provinces have been affected by the
oil spill caused by the sinking of the motor
tanker (MT) Princess Empress off the coast
of Naujan, Oriental Mindoro on Feb. 28. It was

reportedly carrying 800,000 liters of
»7 At

industrial fuel oil.

Oil spill wreaking
havoc on tourism 1+ :

“There: are 61 [tourism| sites that
are affected in Otiental Mindoro, and

51, Feter the Rock Fish Sanctuary,
and the San Isidro Labrador Fish

least 61 sites affected; DOT to extend aid to affected workers

have no properties and A0V transac—
wions that would show thet they sel

several beach resorts that have been  Sanctuary BIR Commissioner Romeo D a5t eorparations W,

:ﬁiﬁtwg]‘i affected,” Eraseo told re- Beach resorss such as Bihiya Beach, Lunagui Je. identified the four corpo- i s mﬁnﬁﬁem}'

regln;s;!h:;;ifr:b:s}‘ Interview. “Our 3 Cottage, Long Reach K. 1, Aguada rations as Decarich Super Trade, Phil “ltong ghostcorporations aynasa

Clvse collabomation e, been In very  Beach Resors, Oloroso Beach Resort, Force, Crazy Kitchen, and Redington  #25.5 billion na revenue loss natin

it he lJPpam:,-.:n?:? ;n:;dinarion Munting Bubangin Tagumpay Beach Corporation, dito kaya tinututukan natin ito (We

and Natural Resources 'Em?nmm! Resort, and Buhay nd Tublg While The firms? officers and own-  incurred a revenue loss of $25.5 bil-  in Quezon City where thousand:
£ i R}, the  Beach Resort in Oriental Mindoro are ers were charged with. violations of  lion from these ghost corporations  fictitlous recelpts were sefzed.

Philippine Coast Guard (PCG), as well
as our local government unit, and

also affected,

Sections 254, 255, and 267 of the
National Internal Revenue Code of

that's why we are giving full attention
to thern)," he said.

Hesaid the BIR already has 2 list c
husinesses which were found to'

other » e
i et s nckes _PH doing it right 1997 (TaxCode). i He allegee that only one syn-  bought the fakie receipts from thes
dustry, Frasco said the DOT will aid Asm_]apanese experts Lumagui, who led BIR officials in  dicate is behind these four ghost  ghost corporations.
luuris;n Wistkers whiose Tvelaad o Sdﬂﬂopgd,atemglm; filing the complaints, said the four  corperations. “We're also filing and preparing
have been badl Jio0d om ihe Japen Disaster Reltef (1DR) corporationsare % in selling pag tiningnan ma mga address  eases against the buyers of these res
adly affected by the oil of fake receipts” that would provide  ng mga 7 na ‘towalana-  ceipts, hesaid.

spill.

said the Philippine governmant is
doing everybhing right in its efforts o

businesses with tax deductions. He

man sila doon at wala talagang ni

Hesald that “bumibilidite a.nf,mgé

“It is an ongoing collaborative ef-  address the ol spill saidt ivil i i “kahi : Tilang resi-

? ; the fllegal sctivity resultedinthe  kahit anong property, kahit ano syante na ginagemit nilang resi-

fort to manage the situation that isled _ The Japanese experts bared their Inss of shout P25 5 hillioningovern-  transalsyon na masasabi n!langraa:g mimascnmsp;mdmgdmmmm
by the DENR, and we are here tassist  assessment during thelr meeting vi ment revenue, bebenta sila ng kahit anong sa kanilang expenses at tsaka sa VAT
our tnurk.mwrkers, shesaid. the PCG Incident Management Team in “Nag-file po tayo g tak evasion  or nagbibigay sila ng serbisyo sa  (busin buy the fake receipts
Zeny C. Paillusm. cegional direc-  Orlental Mindoro. cases (We filed tax evasion cases] Imga iniisyuhan nilang mga resipo  and use them as corresponding de-
tor of DOT-Mimaropa (Occidental Commodore Geronimo Tuvilla, againsteorporativnsselling fakere-  (These corporations cannot be found  ductions for their expenses and their

commander of the PCG Incident ceipits or fake transactions, Theszare  in their registered addresses and they  value-added tax) "

Mindogo, Oriental Mindoro,
Marinds il ,and Pal ),
said Mindoro is still open to tourists,
saying the two provinces still have

Management Team in Oriental
Mindore, said the Japanese experts
ilso shared their observations on

many other land-based attracth the shoreline clean-up operations in
unaffected by the oil spill. Barangay Bubiay na Tubig in Pola.
“iwWe still have a lot of tourist at- “The]DRexpert team said the joint

tractions in the area and [ would like
to emphasize as well that the heart
and soul of our tourism attraction in
Oriental Mindoro is Puerto Galera,
and we are still open for business,”
she said.

In her earlier statement, Frasco
said the “DOT notes with seriousness
the oil spill incident and Its grave im-
pact on the tourisi industry, including
disruptions in the livelihood of the
affecied cominunities, ourism-de-
pendent businesses, and recreational
activities."

“Scuba diving, beach, and crise

clean-up operations have effectively
minimized the oil spill's impaet on the
coastal barangay," said Tuvilla,

He said he had requested the
Japanese experts to provide the PCG
with an official report on their off-
shore and shoreline assessment and
observations on the ongoing re-
sponse efforts for monitoring and
documentation.

President Marcos lauded the JDR

m depend on the region’; tal
resources, and dre also its major tour -
ism products. If unmitigated, the oll
spiltcan haw'ead\&Ise!_mpactsbqnt_Juge-
of theworld—class dive desti nsm
the Philippines, specifically the Verde
Island Passage, Apo Reef in Mindoro
and Coran’s World War 11 Wrecks, and
the Philippine Dugong, "’ she said.
Based on the information gath-

ered by the agency, th.e‘nil-\gpﬂl-_l_s’_&as (5

affected several Marine Pr
Areas in the Municipality
in Oriental Mindoro, su
KingFisher Re St
Baptist Mal
Sea Fish 5z
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9. TEEKH

FEEEEYA L

1. 74 JEVERE

74 YEVHREZHEE (PCG : Philippine Coast Guard)
KB (Commandant) : 7)LT 34 - 77 (CG Admiral Artemio M. Abu)
B|RE (Deputy Commandantfor Operation) : A—5 >~ K - F>#35 > (CG Vice Admiral Rolando
Lizar N. Punzalan Jr.)

glRE (Deputy Commandant for Administration) : - 773> (CG Vice Admiral Ronnie Gil L.
Gavan)
BB EREESEESE (Commander, Marine Environmental Protection Command) : /38— b -

/NRYEZ=F (CG Vice Admiral Robert N. Patrimonio)

IBIEMERETSE (Incident Commander, Incident Command Post) : AO—F - YE! ¥
(Commodore Geronimo Tuvilla)

B2 A0S ERTSE (Commander, PCG CG District Southern Tagalog) : 4/ > ># - O

1) 74 (Commodore Inocencio Rosario Jr.)

B> kO (Province of Oriental Mindro)
INENIZE (Governor) : 74 1)— bk - KAO—JL (Humerlito Atienza Dolor)

RS HET (Municipality of Pola)
BT& (Mayor) : =7 7— - 2)L—X (Jenifer Cruz)

2. XEM®RE

KERFZHEHK (USCG: US Coast Guard)
Commanding Officer, USCG Pacific Strike Team (PST): Commander Stacey Crecy
Executive Officer, USCG Incident Management Assist Team: Commander Johna Rossetti
Executive Officer, USCG National Strike Force Coordination Center: Commander Joel Ferguson
Training Division Chief, Maritime Safety Specialist Response, PST: Commander Jeremiah Winston
Engineering Officer, PST: Commander Eric Speecht
USCG Resident Maritime Advisor: Commander Bien Decena

KXEEFERKRT (NOAA: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration)
Scientific Support Coordinator:  Ruth Yender
Scientific Support Coordinator:  Jordan Stout

*iEE (US Navy)
Supervisor of Salvage and Diving: Rick Thiel

US Agency for International Development (USAID)
Deputy Director, Philippines Environment Office: Thomas Kaluzny
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HET4 ) EVREKXEEE (US Embassy)
Naval Attaché: Captain Noel Corpus
Economic Section: Lorenzo New

3. BXRERE

E74) EVEMERXREKRFELE
AfE: &I FME
NfE: A B-—
—%EFE: Ik Bz

anj

JICA 7 14 1) EVEHEF
i IRKX BF
RrE: BB =

JICA THfREREMRETE - B LERITREN®IETO D L) k)
F—ITF7 RNAH¥—: INFF BER

4. Z0ft

EE2 o h—MEFLMBIEER (ITOPF: International Tanker Owners Pollution Federation Limited)
Technical Advisor: Samuel Durance
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Product Manufacture/Maker Model
SRR BRYE = AR _ <4~ B8H— K 1800W
o N0 .
QOil spill 44X L &
SHIGEMATSU WORKS 10 A58 3000 P
response cs
P CO., LTD. B/
workwear Microguard 1800W Size L-XL
IMBABRIEE <
25 —REERATRY
_ DPM-50 7
Mask for oil TRUSCO 150
_ 50 A Y Box
spill response
) Mask DPM-50
operation
IXRT— FETI/IA—T= kYLt
it ;i F L
. . HEF by'e
Oil-proof S.T. Corporation ) o 100 )
) Oil Proof glove No.320 M (Nitrile and Pair
working glove ) )
vinyl chloride)
R X a—"7 No 69 5Bh/\—{Fith
it e F 5% va—oya=J @ | L2 " -
Oil proof SHOWA GLOVES T 300 _
_ LYy4X Pair
working glove | VIETNAM CO., LTD. i i i
Qil proof working glove - Size L
it e R BhEE T Ls .
_ = Y +4-774-  S-01 2
Oil proof KOHSHIN RUBBER ) 300 )
Qil proof rubber boots S-01 Pair
rubber boots CO,, LTD.
HREH (5 ‘
@m£> =HEE () FOXNFANTAY I~ RERR) | | #
) Mitsui Chemicals Tough flannel Oil Blotter BLF Box
Oil Blotter
MREM (O X
_»;) =HEE () BIXNEFANTAYE— (A-LE) | |
. = Mitsui Chemicals Tough flannel QOil Blotter BL-6500 Box
Oil Blotter
M
;ﬁ;H KE, S—H—RTFL
. (RS MAESHAS | A1 LRRT £
Qil snare for ) 50
_ ) QilSnare® Pcs
heavy oil
) Parker Systems
adsorption
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