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Themes Indicator
Most countries wish to widen access to higher education, + the transition rate from secondary school to higher
but some would like to control incoming student flows, education;
Access sometimes even from the secondary school level. + the proportion of an age group entering higher education;

* the gross enrolment ratio.
These indicators can be broken down by province, sex, and
socio-economic status to reveal inequalities.

Internal efficiency

This is also a concern of most countries. Not all students
who enter higher education obtain a qualification.
Therefore, the issue here is to improve guidance and
counselling so that each student pursues studies in which he
or she has the greatest chance of graduating and to develop
programme of study that result in the highest number of
students graduating.

+ graduation rate for a first qualification in higher
education,

* success rate by average number of years spent in higher
education,

+ dropout rate by programme of study and type of
secondary school qualification.

Relevance and
external efficiency

The development of links between higher education and
the economy is another common concern of countries . It is
thus very important to have information available on what
happens to students after they leave their higher education
institutions. The problem here is the difficulty in measuring
this, because systems that can regularly produce surveys
covering people’ s post-tertiary lives are costly. However,
data from labour force surveys can certainly be of use here.

+ employment rate of graduates from higher education,

+ unemployment rate of graduates from higher education,

+ proportion of graduates from higher education
institutions with a job as a percentage of people 25 - 64
years of age,

+ salaries and wages of graduates from higher education.
With no accurate data on graduates in the labour force,
Cameroon has decided to measure employability by
measuring the size of professional and technical streams.
The future of students after leaving university is thus an
important topic but one for which there is a paucity of data
in most developing countries.

Professionalization
of higher education

Faced with the difficulty of employment for students exiting
purely academic programmes of study, most countries have
developed or wish to develop professional programmes

that are relatively short in duration - two or three years.
Problems often arise, however, as a result of the lack of
precision in identifying such programmes and the absence
of accurate statistics on them.

+ proportion of students in professional programmes,

* success rate of these programmes,

+ employment after these programmes (average time to
find first employment after graduation)

Capacity for
research and
innovation

This is an important topic that merits a guide all by itself.
We have therefore decided not to pursue it here, despite all
the strong links it has with higher education.

+ number of publications,

* number of patents,

+ expenditure and staff related to research and
development.

Equity

Reducing inequalities in access to and success in higher
education is also a very important concern for most
governments. It is therefore essential to have a number of
indicators on this theme.

These indicators generally apply to various sociocultural
groups (females or males, socioeconomically disadvantaged
groups, ethnic minorities, and so forth) and provide
information on their:

+ entry into higher education,

* participation in higher education,

« retention, and

* success.

Costs and
expenditures

* public expenditure on higher education as a percentage
of GDP,

* public expenditure on higher education as a proportion of
total government spending,

+ average expenditure per student in higher education,

+ average expenditure per graduate of higher education,

+ the relative shares of public and private expenditure on
higher education.

Strategic and
operational
management
capacity

Providing indicators on the strategic and operational
anagement capacity of a higher education system is a
priority,because it is a major concern in most reform
projects and therefore a frequent objective in improving
policies and planning in higher education. The problem
is that strategic and operational management capacity is
difficult to measure.

The most common approach is to use ‘proxy’ indicators,

proportion of a budget or a programme that is not

executed. Indicators can also be based on surveys of
‘consumer’ satisfaction with administrative service or

the number of measures taken to resolve administrative

irregularities or problems.

(HFT) Michaela Martin, Claude Savageot (2011) , P.38-40 |23 & {Egk
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