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1 Philippe Becu Team Leader, RDPIII
2. Beate Herrmann Integrated Rural Development Programme (RDP), GIZ
3. Cesar Jose da Crus National Program Manager, RDP 11
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WATERN10 BREEICBET 2 T
(1) Procedures by the proposed environment guideline of the Timor Leste

According to “Guideline #1: Environmental Requirements for Development Proposal” stated
in the proposed “Environment Guideline (draft)” that is currently being implemented in Timor Leste,
developer (The developer of Buluto Project is MAF) of new and improvement projects is required to
submit an application to the Secretary of State for Environmental (SSE) and to secure approval on the
contents of the development plan as indicated in the flowchart of Figure 1 and Figure 2.
Accordingly, prior to the project implementation, MAF shall provide an Environmental Management
Plan (EMP) and obtain permission from SSE as a prerequisite procedure to implement the Project.

The Project for Improvement of Buluto Irrigation System is related with “1X. Agricultural,
Livestock and Forestry Sectors and 1. lrrigation systems (including irrigation and drainage
infrastructure” in the 12 sectors classified by the Decree-Law No. 5/2011 of 9 February, 2011. Also
the item subject to regulation in the Project implementation corresponds to “1. Irrigation system” in
“IX. Agricultural, Livestock and Forestry Sectors” as shown in Table 1.

Tablel. Categories of Agricultural, Livestock and Forestry Sectors

Items Category A Category B Buluto
IX. Agricultural, Livestock and Forestry Sectors
1. Irrigation systems > 100 ha <100 ha 750 ha
2. Clear the soil for conversion to agriculture > 100 ha <100 ha N.A.
3. Plantations > 20 ha <20 ha N.A.
4. Forestsfor logging >25ha <25ha N.A.
5. Development of rice fieldsin forest area >3ha <3ha N.A.

Source: Decree-Law no. 5/2011 on Environmental Licensing
N.A: Not Applicable

The command area for Buluto Irrigation Schemes is about 750 ha that are presently used for
rice cultivation through traditional free intakes in the wet and dry seasons. The command area for
Improvement of Buluto Irrigation System Project will be classified into category A and will be
subjected to EIA assessment according to the above-mentioned categorization. In this context, the
formulation of EMP will be requested later for the proposed Project. Thus, the procedure will have to
be completed including the approval of the EMP by SSE, the holding of general assembly to the
beneficiaries to reach consensus and finally the implementation of the improvement Project will be
authorized.

For the purposes of environmental licensing, projects classified as Category A are subject to a
procedure of Environmental Impact Assesment (EIA) and assignment of the Environmental License,
which includes the following phases:

a. Presentation of the project for evaluation and application for environmental license;

b. Public Consultation;

c. Technical Analysis and Opinion by the Evaluation Committee;

d. Decision on the procedure of Environmental Impact Assessment and Allocation of the
Environmental License;
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