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April 19th, 2010

Mid-term Review Team
Capacity Building for the Quality Standard
Control of Agricultural Materials

QUESTIONNAIRE

1. Government Policy on the Quality Control of Agricultural Materials

- Are there any changes in the current government policies on the issues of the quality control of
agricultural materials?

- Please give us information on current developments on the issues, if any.

Since the beginning of the Project in 2009, there has not been any major change in related
agricultural policies nor in development plans of MAFF on the issues of the quality control of
agricultural materials. (H.E. San Vanty, Under Secretary)

A draft law on the management of agricultural materials is finished. The law proposes to
establish two new organizations, a National Pesticides Board as a national institution and a
Pesticides Expert Group inside of MAFF. Since the draft law needs policy coordination with
other related government agencies, it is currently under consideration on the inter-ministerial
level. After the end of this coordination process, the law needs to be approved by the
Parliaments.

(Mr. Ouk Syphan, Director of DAL)

2. Project Implementation Body
- Does the project need to include other implementation body such as Department of Plant
Protection, Sanitary and Phytosanitary of GDA, in order to enhance the Project’s achievement?

Basically, it will be beneficial to include a new implementation body into the Project, if it
improves the project activities. But it would be better to be cautious, considering the necessity
of coordination among the different implementation bodies in execution of the Project activities.
In case the Project includes a new implementation body, a clear definition of roles will be
necessary in order to avoid possible coordination problems among different implementation
bodies.

(H.E. San Vanty, Under Secretary)

3. Training in the Philippines
- Please give your opinion on training in the Philippines.

Please make clear the concepts and the ideas for the training in the Philippines. Capable staffs of
MAFF will be chosen to be sent to the training. MAFF needs to adjust the working schedule of
those staffs to participate in the training.

(H.E. San Vanty, Under Secretary)

Since the situation is different between Cambodia and the Philippines, the administrative
procedures may need to differ accordingly among the two countries. GDA is interested in more



technical aspects rather than procedures, in the Philippines.
(Mr. So Khan Rithykun, Deputy Director-General of GDA)

4. Collaboration and Demarcation with Other Projects
- How do you see the possibilities of collaboration with other donors’ project such as those of
FAO and ADB?

There are activities of donors that cross over each other. Those projects are expected to
complement each other to produce synergetic effects, avoiding duplication in their project
activities. Please discuss the issues on coordination with FAO and ADB, so that the projects
produce better achievement in their activities.

(H.E. San Vanty, Under Secretary)

Agricultural Sector Development Program Loan by ADB is supporting DAL, including
laboratory equipment and improvement on the inspection system, however the assistance
finishes in the end of June 2010. FAO provides training with inspectors of PDA and traders of
pesticides, for which 6 training courses were executed in 2009. FAO also intends to assist DAL
in preparing a draft law on pesticides.

(Mr. So Khan Rithykun, Deputy Director-General of GDA)

5. Definition of Quality Standard
- Please define “Quality Standard”.
- What kind of activities the Project can conduct in the remaining period?

Mr. Ouk Syphan is in charge of this issue. Please ask him on this issue.
(H.E. San Vanty, Under Secretary)

Quality standard include both technical specifications and administrative procedures. It is
defined as standard requirements, which include all the requirements covering technical
specifications and procedures for registration and post-registration of chemical fertilizers and
pesticides. Therefore, Output 3, 4 and 5, which referrer to quality standards, administrative
works related to registration and licensing, and post-registration works respectively can be
grouped in one new Output. DAL is currently preparing drafts of regulations for chemical
fertilizers and pesticides.

However, it is still not yet decided how to include technical specifications into those regulations.
A regulation for the inspection system has not been finished either. The Project can support
DAL by providing useful information for the preparation of draft regulations. In addition,
translation of foreign information and drafted regulations will be also very helpful. At present
DAL does not expect the Project to conduct field activities in the pilot area for the support of
Output 3, 4 and 5, having increased necessity for information support at the Central level.

(Mr. Ouk Syphan, Director of DAL)

6. Laboratory Works

- How are the current activities in the laboratories?

- Are the activities on track to achieve the Project Purpose?
Please explain about the necessity of the requested equipments.

Regarding the laboratory equipment and facilities supplied by ADB, the Project has properly set



up and made them functioning. The Project has also supplied technical equipment to both GDA
and DAL Ilaboratories in September 2009 and March 2010. Spare parts, laboratory apparatus,
glass wares, chemicals, reagents and pesticides analytical standards were also provided. The
Project has put great efforts in making best use of the equipment and facilities, owing to the
contribution from the Filipino experts.
OJT has been given to staff of GDA and DAL laboratories on chemical fertilizers analyses and
pesticide formulation analyses from August to December 2009 by two experts from the
Department of Agriculture of the Philippines. The Project has been undertaking another OJT
from February to July 2010. The trainings have covered the following contents:
(1) Principle of chemical analysis and basic use of equipment.
(2) Analysis of 12 active ingredients of pesticides for the 4 laboratory staffs of NAL of
GDA, using Gas Chromatograph (GC) .
(3) Analysis of main nutrients  (phosphorus and potassium) and micronutrients (Fe,
Mn, Zn, Cu, Ca, Mg) of chemical fertilizers for 10 laboratory staff of GDA and
DAL.
Operation and maintenance manuals on laboratory equipment are being translated into Khmer
by laboratory staff in consultation with the experts. Development of manuals for analysis of
chemical fertilizers and pesticides has been initiated.
The HPLC unit that NAL possesses is out of order and can not be used for analysis works. The
Project is utilizing the HPLC unit only for training purpose to learn the operation of the machine.
In order to complete 24 prioritized active ingredients, timely procurement of HPLC and
analytical standards are required. Training on Nitrogen analysis, which also requires additional
equipment, will be executed in the remaining period of the project.
(Interview to the Laboratory staffs of BAMSH and NAL, Ms. Edna Lynn C. Floresca of
BSWM, Ms. Ma. Esperanza De Guzman Uy of BPI, Mr. Kazuhiko Yagi and Mr. Toshinori
Hamaguchi)

7. Pilot Project Site
- Does the Project need additional project pilot sites?

We should take the limited remaining time of the Project period into consideration. It is not
recommended to reduce the portion of activities at the central level in order to increase number
of pilot project sites.

(H.E. San Vanty, Under Secretary)

8. Public awareness raising works
- What kind of awareness raising activities the project conducts in the remaining period?

Awareness raising activities should focus traders and farmers rather than the public in general. There
already exist some materials for awareness raising works, developed by other donors. The Project

can utilize those materials and improve them for its activities. ~ (Mr. Ouk Syphan, Director of
DAL)

9. Illegal inflow of agricultural materials
- What is the current MAFF’s position on the border control of illegal inflow of agricultural
materials?

The leading agencies on the issue of the illegal trades are Cambodia Import—Export inspection



and Fraud Suppression Department (CAMCONTROL) under the supervision of the Ministry
of Commerce and General Department of Customs and Excise which belongs to the Ministry of
Economy and Finance. MAFF plays only a supportive role on the control over the smuggling,
although inspection of fertilizers and pesticides becomes a difficult task because of illegal
inflow. Improved collaboration among different agencies and information sharing may
contribute to reduce the problem, higher level of policy coordination within the Cambodian
government may be required. It is not an issue that should be treated with this Project.
(H.E. San Vanty, Under Secretary)

The draft law prepared by DAL for the management of agricultural materials includes an article
related to empowering MAFF staffs in the inspection at the border control. MAFF may have
authority to send staffs to the border for inspection works. Samples can be sent to the laboratory
for the check of the quality of chemical fertilizers and pesticides.

(Mr. Ouk Syphan, Director of DAL)
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