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Clash as
peasants
revolt

CHINESE police protecting
corrupt local officials from
frious peasants shot dead
woman and seriously in-
jured a man in a bloody Oc-
tober clash revealed by the
official press only yesierday.
‘The conflict in the easi-
em province of Anhui is the
latest example of the break-
down of law and order in
paris of the counlryside thal
. 1§ worrying a Communisi

Party determined 1o maia-

tzin stability,
»The situation in that

area is very complicated,”.
said an official of Ihe Anhui-

provincial Governmenl of
Guoyang County, where the
clash took place.

“*The officials in thatarea
treat il like their own king-
dom. They neglect the laws
and do what they want.”

Farmers have fallen be-
bind as economic reforms
have enriched coastal areas
and sent inflation soaring.

. In late October, shorlly
- afler the Anhuj shooling, a
P senior security official

+ warned of a crisis of law and
order in many villages, with
officials even sheliering
criminals. _

WAt the moment, the law
and order situation in many
rural artas has worsened.”
said Ren Jianxin. the presi-
dent ol the Supreme Peo-

Communisl Party commit-
tee on social order.

“A major rcason is thal
grassroots Communisl- Par.
ly and government organis-

-ations have become Jax and
weak.”

In the Anhui incident, re-

* {TCont'd on Page 9, Col 1)

ple's Court and head of a,

&

One dead in farmer protest

{Cont’d from Page 1)
scniment went back four
years lo 1989, when officials
demanded cash from farm-
ers for feriliser, the China
Youth Daily said.

When peasanis this year
demanded 10 know what
had happened to thai money
and the cash raised from
other levies, officials sent
thugs to beat up anyone who
complained, the newspaper
said in a report based on an
on«the-scene investigation,

“The central Governe
ment ordered that the
peasonts’ burden should be

. reduced.” it quoted a farmer,

assaying. "Inour village i1's
as heavy as ever.”

. The farmer, Qin Hua-
xiang. said he was bealen
unconscious by |7 people
when he dared bring up the
subject of the ferliliser mon-

, ey-in July,

The incident furned ugh-
er on Oclober 7. when more
than 100 peasants marched
10 the head of the village's
Communisl Party tranch

and the village accountant:

1a protest.

The officials’ relatives
chased the farmers away
wilh iron bars.

. OnOciober 15, dozensof

police and officials descend-
ed on Lhe village to arrest
people involved in the pro-
lest. The police even 1arget- .
ed studenis for arrest. :

When the frightened peo-
ple ran, police opened fire in
a hail of bullels so thick it
sounded “like beans frying
in hot ¢il", the newspapet
sald. .

The mother of one mar
who was arresied was shol
dead as she raced afier the
police car holding her son.
Another man was seriously
wounded by a police buller.

. Reuter
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