of which app:oxlmalely 600 million belong o lhe pove:ly group, the second
highest ratlo in the world after sub-Saharan Africe: fn SouthwestAsla develnp

ment in heallh anid education iags behinc[ ihe rest ot the world ‘and gender:

Countries of Southwest Asia are moving forward with
development policies aimed at reducing poverty. While certain
degrees of improvement have been made respectively, the social
development index for the areas of education and health remains
at a low level, and therefore this is a region which holds the key
in achieving the Millennium Development Gouals (MDGs). In
the region, various factors swch as ethnicity, religion, languzage,
and climate are complexly intertwined with politics and society.
While this contributes to social and cultural diversity and depth,
it is important to understand such context and offer assistance
carefully and in accordance with each target area and situation.

For the past several years, the economic growth of South-
west Asia, with the exception of certain areas, has been relatively
good, as it has progressed at a rate of over 5% annually. The
recent economic development in India, which posted an average
economic growth rate of 7.2% during the Tenth Five Year Plan
period (March 2002 - July 2006), is outstanding, and an even
greater acceleration than the 5.5% of the previous plan period
(1997/98 — 2001/02). As a result of such economic development,
the middle class has expanded and improvements have been seen
in terms of lhe ratio of the poverty group. However, disparities
between the capual and rural areas are actually on the rise.
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Expansion of such disparities that accompany economic growth
is an issue of concern in other countries as well, Moreover, as
the key industry is agricitliure for most countries, their econo-
nties are greally influenced by natural conditions. Many of these
countries are dependent on the eéxport of specific goods such as
clothing and agriculturai products, and therefore, they have a

f
fragile economic structure.

To pursue solid economic growth, these countries must
eradicate corruption, establish governance based on law, and
ensure efficiency and transparency of administration, Improve-
ment of governance is one of the issues common to all countries
in the region.

Tn Southwest Asia, home to one-third of the world's poor,
poverty control has been identified as o common priority issue,
and projects are being formulated and implemented by proac-
tively incorporating the perspective of human security.

For example, to people and areas that have no guarantee
of basic living conditions, JICA provides support by offering
services that reach them directly, including securing sale water,
health, and sanitation. In Sri Lanka, a project that focuses on
rehabilitation of basic infrastructure and empowerment of com-
munity groups is being implemented,

The poverty group is vulnerable to widespread infectious
diseases and environmental contamination, Therefore, JICA is
supporting tuberculosis control and the expanded program for
immnization (EPH/polio conteol in Pakistan, and infectious
disease control targeting filaria and tuberculosis and measures
against arsenic contamination of underground water in Bangla-
desh. Due to the avsenic pollution, the people of Bangladesh face
the serious threat of the contamination of the drinking water
that is essential for their Lives. As such, through various forms
of schemes including partnerships with NGOs, JICA provides
comprehensive support that combines direct aid to the local
people with support to enhance capabilities of the central and
local governments.

In the area of economic development, infrastructure devel-
opment and promotion of investment and trade are common
issues among the countries in the region, Infrastructuce supports
econoinic growth of the country or region, and is a factor that
induces investment in the private sector. In addition to economic
infrastructure, improving governance will lead to the improve-
ment of an investment environment, investment promotion, and
improvement of productivity, and thus, economic growth.

The core of the development of economic
infrastructure is the transportation and trafiic
sector, However, an underdeveloped road net-
work constitutes the largest common concern in
Southwest Asin. Thus, JICA proniotes technical
cooperation (o develop roads, including bridges,
in combination with yen loans and grant aid assis-
lance,

In India, which maintains rapid economic
growth, infrastructure development cannot keep
up with the speed of economic development.
Japan is supporting infrastructure development
in the country mainly with yen loans, Support for
development and enhancement of arterial freight
raitroads aims to contribute to the prometion of
economic and social activities and development
of an investment environment by improving the
efficiency of the domestic distribution system. In
more concrete terms, a development study has
been implemented for a dedicated freight corridor
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project on iwo routes, one between Delhi and Mumbai and the
other between Delhi and Howrah (near Kolkata), which form the
two northern sides of the “Golden Quadrilateral” connecting the
four major cities (Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata, and Chennai), which
are the growing bases of the country. The Indian government is
reviewing the implementation of the project based on the devel-
opment study.

In Nepal, a rebel conflict has continued for the past 10 years,
which has not only caused internal displacement and destroyed
facilities, but also loss of a great number of lives, In Novem-
ber 2006, however, a histeric peace agreement was concluded
between the antigovernment force and the government. In
Jenuary 2007, the interim parliament was set up, atid it April, an
interim government was inaugurated. Although some difficulties
have been faced, such as the postponement of the constituent
assembly election date for determining the new shape of the
country to April 2008, preparations for the election are under-
way. For people to build a new nation with hope and confidence,
realization of a fair and free election is vital. JICA thus provided
assistance required for the implementation of the constituent
assembly election, such as strengthening the capacities of the
Election Commission and support for voter education. With the
aim of reducing disparities between urban and rural areas, which
is considered to have been a structural factor in the conflict, JICA
will provide assistance after the election specifically focusing on
improving the livelihoods of the people in the area most affected
by the conflict,

As far as confliets in Sri Lanka are concerned, an indefinite
cease-fire agreement was reached between Sri Lanka's govern-
ment and the ethnic Tamil rebels called the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eetam (LTTE) in February 2002. However, the peace
talks between the government and the LTTE remained static,
and in January 2008, the cease-fire agreement was abandoned.
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Nepalase lratnes In Japan, learming the process of vdte counting

Currently, conflict is intensifying in the northern region. Since
the suspension of the conflict, JICA has continued to support
war-affected people and refugees. By providing direct support for
residents and training for administrators who deal with residents’
groups, JICA helps to empower communities and municipalities
so that they can address various problems and issues that they
face through their own wisdom and power. Whether or not these
cooperation efforts can be continued depends on the political and
security situation in the country, and therefore future develop-
ments are a maller of concern,

In Pakistan and Bhutan, JICA is providing assistance in
capacity building of local governments from the viewpoint of
democratization. Since the trend for democratization is acceler-
ating in Southwest Asia as well, delegation of authority from the
central to local governments is in progress. At the same time,
however, lack of human resources and experience at the local
government level is causing confusion and stagnancy in their
functional capabilities, and therefore there is a need for 01gan1—
zational and individual capacity building.

Front Line

As Southwest Asia is i region that is suscepti-
ble to many types of natural disasters, emergency
assistance at the time of disasters and post-disaster
reconstruction assistance, as well as prevention
measures, are of parlicular importance.

Sri Lanka and the Maldives continue to work
on reconstruction after suffering damage from the
tsunami disaster that cceurred at the end of 2004,
and Pakistan is rebuilding its northern region
which swas hit by a major earthguake in October
2005, The foremast issue faced by Bangladesh is
reducing damage caused by recurrent cyclones
and massive floods.

In Bangladesh, a cyclone hit in November
2007, affecting close to 9 million people and caus-
ing catastrophic damage, particularly to people's
homes and 1o vital rural infrastructure, JICA first
gave emergency assistance by supplying neces-
sary goods, then promptly conducted a needs assessment survey
to provide reconstruetion assistance. In conducting this survey, it
was found that knowledge gained thraugh past cooperation was
being put to use, It was reported that the alarm system supported
by radar microwaves for meteorological observation which was
installed through grant aid assistance set off appropriately, and
that aronnd 70,000 residents evacuated to the 81 shelters that
were built, again, through grant aid assistance,

JICA has received words of appreciation from the people of
Pakistan for its uninterrupted support that began with emergency
assistance and continued on to reconstruction efforts,

JICA will conlinue to provide post-disaster reconstruction
and disaster prevention assistance in such areas as multilayered
measures and enhancement of local residents’ disaster response
capabilities, which make use of the technological capacities of
Japan, which is a leading country in disaster prevention,

JICA 2008 47

TR




EE 'ITotaI
12,359,816
o= {Uil: 4,000} -

The Middle East encampasses high-income countries, most
of which produce oil, as well as less developed countries, most
of which do not produce oil. Each country has diverse ethnicities
and cultures comprising a complex social structure. Therefore,
detailed cooperation in line with the actual conditions of each
country is necessary. It is an unstable region that has seen much
conflict since World War H, including four Middle East wars,
the Lebanese conflict, the Iran-Iraq War, the Persian Gulf Crisis,
the Yemen conflict, and the Traq war. Unstable political condi-
tions continue in Palestine and Iraq. Afier the fall of the Taliban
regime, Afghanistan is still characterized by severe security
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conditions, However, mulii-layered and multi-faceted recon-
struction assistance continues to be provided by the international
community, including Japan,

Recurrent terrorism and conflicts in the Middle East have
a tremendous impact on the stability of the world economy.
‘Therefore, support for reconciliations among different ethnic
groups, religions, and social classes leading to regional stability
are called for.

In the oil producing countries where finance is relatively
abundant, infrastructure such as transportation and informa-
tion networks is developed at a high standard; however, human
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resources development in the public sector is a big issue. On the
other hand, in relatively low-income countries which are not
blessed with resources, the priority tasks arc to address issues
related to health, education and the delay in rural development.
There are also some cases where development assistance is
greatly affected by a country's political situation and security
conditions, such as in the case of Palestine and Afghanistan, It is
necessary to implement development assistance under appropri-
ate policies based on accurate understanding of situations that
greatly ditfer from country ta country,

As for reconstruction assistance for Iraq, JICA continues to
support the development of human resources in the public sec-
tor based on Japanese government policy by collaborating with
yen loans and grant aid, With regard 1o assistance in Palestine,
based on the Corridor for Peace and Prosperity concept proposed
by then Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi during his visit to

Palestine in 2006, JICA is promoting regional development of
the West Bank, mainly in Jericho. In Afghanistan, JICA is car-
rying out projects that show quick results in line with the request
of the Afghan people, as well as medium- o long-term capac-
ity development projects for the purpose of enhancing human
resources and organizations that will take charge of future
growth and development.

As the international situation has drastically changed since
the terrorist attacks in the US in September 2001, the interna-
tional community has been paying greater altention to what
roles development assistance can play in promoting stability and
peacebuilding in the Middle East. As described above, assistance
in the Middle Enst is closely related to the international situation.
Based on the trend of the international situation, JICA imple-
ments projects while closely coordinating with Japan's govern-
mental policies and principles.

Palestine: Toward Peace in the Middle East

A Middle East peace conference was held in Annapolis,
Maryland, in the United States in November 2007, at which peace
tatks between Israel and Palesting were reopened. In December
2007, an international conference of donors was held in Paris.
Despile confusion and other issues that exist in Gaza, assistance
to Palestine is being mare actively provided,

Through technical cooperation projects in areas of local
administration, maternal and child health, and waste control
which started in fiscal 2005, JICA has enhanced various admin-
istrative services offered by the Palestinian Authority to support
the improvement of livelihoods, especially in Jericho.

The Corridor for Peace and Prosperily cancept is based on
the belief that the development of trust is important in promoting
peace, and to this end, sustainable economic development based
on inter-regional cooperation is essential.

Basel on this idea, JICA has been offering technical coop-
eration for improving agricultural skills, and conducting studies
for building an agro-industrial park in the future, and for compre-
hensive water management in Jordan Valley. These projects aim
1o develop agrieulture and its related industries as the primary
industry in the regionat economy of the Jordan Valley, including

Jericho. They have been implemented from the perspective of
a program approach in which they are organically coordinated
with assistance in various sectors — such as governance, agricul-
ture, and tourism — to boost project results.

As for the Gaza Strip, where political and security conditions
are unstable, the dispatch of Iapanese experts to this region is
difficult, Therefore, follow-up cooperation such as support for
activities of the former training participants® alumni association
is the core of the assistance, -

ek ‘j_*';?; S
Guidance being given at a demo-farm for tke sustainabie agricuttural technalogy
astablishment project (Palesting)

Afghanistan: Expanding Projects amid Numerous
Development Issues and an Unstable
Security Situation
Approximalely six years have passed since Japan began
reconstruction assistance to Afghanistan in earnest in July 2002,
Initially, FICA began emergency assistance projects such as road
development, school construction, emergency reconstruction
of medical facilities, and vocational training of returned ex-
combatants in Kabul, Kandahar, Mazar-e-shacif and Bamiyan,
Subsequent assistance was provided to a wide range of sectors,
such as those related to tuberculosis control and maternal and
child health, teacher education, literacy education, vocational
training, reconstruction of agricultural experiment stations, rural
infrastructure development, and commurnity empowerment.
Reconstruction efforts through assistance from donor coun-
tries including Japan are showing successful results in the area of
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Visiting & construction site fer an ircigation facility being built under a rural davelopment
assistance project. (Norlhern Bamiyan, Afghanisian)

social and economic development, including healthcare, educa-
tion, rural development and road construction. At the same time,
hewever, problems such as deterioration of public security, an
increase in poppy farming and spread of corruption that endan-
ger the peace and stability of Afghanistan remain to be tackled
through efforts incorporating the internationg! community.

Due to the deterioration of security in Afghanistan, the
Japanese government designated the entire country a “region
under evacuation advisory™ in mid-2007. However, due to the
importance of providing reconstruction assistance in Alghani-
stan, JICA has continued to carry owt necessary activities by
first enhancing its information gathering efforts and security
measures,

As Afghanistan still has overwhelming development needs,
JICA is going to provide assistance, for some time to come,
that is concentrated in areas of agriculture, rural development,
healthcare, education, and urban development and infrastruc-
ture, based on the economic cooperation policy dialogue that
the governments of Japan and Afghanistan have been holding
regulacly since 2006.
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In specific terms, in 2007 JICA began Phase 2 of a project in
the education sector that continues to demonstrate a wide range
of development needs, provided cooperation for Improving rice
farming based mainly in Jalalabad in Nangarhar province, and
formulated a master plan for Kabul Metropolitan Area Develop-
ment aimed at resolving the rapidly increasing number of urban
issues in the capital city of Kabul (see Feature), The important
matter to tackle in the future will be determining how best to
support the implementation of the various projects that are being
proposed under this master plan,

In Afghanistan, which is in need of speedy reconstruction
assistance, there are calls for projects that can bring the swift
resulls strongly desired by the Afghan people. At the same time,
however, enhancement of human resources and organizations
that will take charge of the conntry’s future growth and develop-
ment is essential, Therefore, JICA will continue to implement
medium- (o long-term capacity building projects in the future.

Iraq: Peace huilding

Five years have passed since the fall of the Hussein regime in
2003, and the political process for democratization is progress-
ing as evidenced by the implementation of a national election in
December 2005 and the inauguration of an official government
in May 2006. Further, the Iraq Compact, which is the framework
for a new partnership between Iraq and the international com-
munity, was established in May 2007,

At the International Donors’” Conference on the Reconstrue-
tion of Iraq held in October 2003, the Japanese government
announced grant aid cooperation worth US$1.5 billion and yen
loans worth US$3.5 billion as support for Irag. JICA is promot-
ing institutional capacity enhancement of Irag-related organiza-
tions and development of human resources with an emphasis on
synergy effects through combining grant aid cooperation and
yen loans in the priority areas of democratization, water, health,
electricity, and agriculture.

For example, since 2006 TICA has been continuously provid-
ing training in Japan to personnel related to port authorities in
southern Iraq who are targeted under the Sector Reconstruction
Project implemented through a yen loan.

Additionally, as security in Iraq is very poor, national recon-
ciliation is a major issue. In March 2008, JICA held the Seminar

ncartheld atar oudoor -
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on the National Reconciliation of Iraq to which 11 members of
the Iragi delegation including members of partiament and heads
and members of religious and ethnic parties were invited. At the
seminar, the Iraqi participants attended lectures related to peace
building, discussed priority issues in Iraq such as federalism,
local government, amendment of the constitution, and a proposed
(il and Gas Law, and also visited Hiroshima.

The Middle East, where most of the land is arid, has the
scarcest water resources per capita in the world, In addition,
population growth and industrialization are exacerbating the
lack of water resources, Recent economic development, industri-
alization, and rapid urbanization have worsened environmental
problems such as water pollution, sotid waste, and air pollution,

JICA provides cooperation to improve technical levels in
respective countries, in areas including water resources manage-
ment and urban and rural water supply in the water resources
sector as well as sewage management, waste control, and envi-
ronmental management in the environiment sector.

Trainees from Africa learing rice milling techniques in Egypt

Front Line

Countries in the Middle East are not only deeply connected
politically and culiurally but they also share many development
issues within the region. Region-wide cooperntion in which
couniries in the region capitalize on their sirengths is effective
for solving these issues, leading to stability for the whole region,
Collaboration with Arab countries is critical for the Middle East
peace process and support for Traq as well. To promote South-
South cooperation, which is an embodiment of these goals, JICA
conducts many training courses for Iraq and Palestine in Egypt,
Tordan, Syria, and Tunisia.

As for South-South cooperation for Africa, cooperation cen-
tered on third-country training is implemented in Egypt, Tunisia,
and Meroceo in line with the Tokyo International Conference
on African Development (TICAD) process. Qutcomes of Japan’s
past cooperation and characteristics ol the host country are
utilized in line with the needs of countries in conducting third-
country training,

Syrian counterparts visiting a project site related to reproductive healih in Jordan
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