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Summary

Cultural anthropology is a discipline for the study of discourses and practices as well as world views
and social relationships constructed by people in the world on a basis of long term field research. In Japan
many people have recently raised the question of whether the humanities and social sciences such as
cultural anthropology can be socially useful in solving human problems. Although interest in public
anthropology or anthropology in practice is growing among Japanese anthropologists, neither is regarded as
a significant sub-discipline of cultural anthropology.

In 2003 we began a research project on social uses for cultural anthropology at the National Museum
of Ethnology, Osaka, Japan. During a period from 2003 to 2007, this author as a member of the project
visited and conducted interview research on use of cultural anthropology in development aid at the
following organizations: the former Centre for Development Research (CDR) in Denmark, the Swedish
International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA) in Sweden, the Norwegian Agency for
Development Cooperation (NORAD), the Department of Social Anthropology and Centre for Development
Studies (CDS) at the University of Bergen, and the Christian Michelsen Institute (CMI) in Norway, the
Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Institute of Social Studies (ISS) in the Netherlands, the
Department for International Development (DFID), the Institute of Development Studies (IDS), and the
Department of Social Anthropology and the Centre for Culture, Development and Environment (CDE) at
the University of Sussex in United Kingdom, the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) in
Canada, and the World Bank and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) in
USA. This report is a result of comparative research on the use of anthropology/anthropologists in
development aid in these organizations.

Into the 21% century, the goal of development aid is set as “poverty reduction” by the developed
countries. Development aid programs increasingly focus on social development, human development and
initiatives of partner countries. One trend is that development practioners and researchers are beginning to
recognize significant roles for cultural anthropology/anthropologists in development projects. However, it
turns out that cultural anthropology/anthropologists are not always made use of by development agencies in
the Euro-American countries. The relationship between the development agencies and cultural
anthropology/anthropologists has changed according to the changes in national development polices in each
country. On the other hand, cultural anthropology/anthropologists play/s important roles in interdisciplinary
research and education at universities and research institutions in both the developing and developed
nations. There are several good reasons for the use of cultural anthropology/anthropologists in development
projects. Anthropological research can distinguish among various types of residents (clients) in any local
community and can demonstrate the importance of local opinions and views. Also, it can identify local
resources such as existing social institutions, environmental knowledge, social relationships, etc., and may
apply some of them in development projects. In other words, careful use of cultural anthropology in the
projects can lead to effective development aid practices centering on human beings and social relationships
in local communities.

This author proposes 7 points to the Japanese government, JICA and the society of cultural
anthropology on basis of these research results.

Firstly, researchers in development studies, academic communities (associations), development NGOs,

vii



development consultants and JICA should establish a human resources network (human resources bank) to
promote information exchanges/flow on development matters among people concerned.

Secondly, this author proposes creation of a regional information data base system to which
development practioners and researchers can make reference. The data base includes regional information
in the world such as histories, peoples, cultures, societies, politics, economy, religions, researchers
concerned, references concerned, etc.

Thirdly, this author suggests that JICA should construct a system of information exchange concerning
development issues between academia (researchers from the humanities and social sciences) and
development practioners in Japan.

Fourthly, this author proposes that JICA should strengthen cooperative relationships with universities
and research institutes, and to expand or create financial supports to development research projects in the
humanities and social sciences. Also, this author advises the organization to expand the “visiting fellow of
JICA” research system and to establish an interdisciplinary co-research project (Kyodo kenkyukai) system
of development studies at JICA.

Fifthly, this author suggests that JICA should carry out anthropological training for staff members,
especially JICA specialists who stay in local communities for a long period.

Sixthly, this author proposes that JICA hire several persons as social development advisors, who
specialized in cultural anthropology in universities or graduate schools and who had field work experiences
in developing countries.

Lastly, this author proposes that cultural anthropologists in universities and research institutes
disseminate information on the current situations in various developing countries and anthropological views
on development issues through public lectures, internet, books, papers and other mass media to influence
public opinions and national policy making on development aid.
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Canadian Federation for the
Humanities and Social Sciences

Fédération canadienne * Agence canadienne de Canadian International
des sciences humaines développement international Development Agency

Congress of the Humanities and Social Sciences
University of British Columbia
May 31 to June 8, 2008

CALL FOR PROPOSALS
CIDA-CFHSS Collaborative Program

The Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) and the Canadian Federation for the Humanities
and Social Sciences (CFHSS) invite session proposals from associations meeting at the 2008 Congress of
the Humanities and Social Sciences at the University of British Columbia. Now in its seventh year, the
CIDA-CFHSS Collaborative Program aims to facilitate dialogue between the Agency’s officers and
members of the Canadian and international academic communities.

The organizers invite proposals for sessions that clearly display a link to international development and the
2008 Congress theme, “Thinking Beyond Borders — Global Ideas: Global Values.” CIDA is particularly
interested in supporting panels focused on development-related topics in the context of: democratic
governance; economic growth; health; education; environmental sustainability; gender equality;
and/or humanitarian assistance, peace and security. In addition, CIDA encourages panelists or topics
that make an explicit link to connecting research and policy (i.e., policy-relevant research, capturing
impacts of research, research communication, etc.).

Requirements
This competition is open to all associations. Panel proposals will be evaluated based on:

1.Topic

Sessions topics must demonstrate:

all Relevance to international development;

b Relevance to the Congress theme;

c0 Relevance to one or more of the following subject areas: democratic governance; economic
growth; health; education; environmental sustainability; gender equality; and/or humanitarian
assistance, peace and security; AND

dd How the topic covers new territory in the above subject areas.

2. Format
all Collaboration between associations for multidisciplinary sessions is strongly encouraged.
bO Preference will also be given to sessions encouraging active participation, such as panels,
colloquia, focus groups or workshops.
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3. Participants
all The participation of one or more developing-country panelist(s) in proposed sessions is essential.
(See the Budget section for information on eligible travel expenses.)
b0 The participation of one or more representative(s) of CIDA in proposed sessions is welcomed.
Please note that CIDA will underwrite travel, accommodation and conference costs for Agency
participants.

The sessions must be open to registered Congress delegates and community participants, be fully integrated
in the participating associations’ programs, and be acknowledged wherever possible as part of the CIDA-
CFHSS Collaborative Program.

Proposals (maximum two pages in length) must include the following:
1. Session title and brief description (including proposed format)
2. Session’s relevance to above-noted topics
3. Short bio of each participant, including university and society affiliations
4. Budget estimate

Budget/Finances

Funding support in the amount of (maximum) $5,000 per session is intended to offset some of the travel
costs incurred by Canadian researchers and guests from outside of Canada. The exact amount of funding
support to be awarded shall be determined by the extent to which proposals meet the above-noted criteria.

Funding is intended to support the cost of major travel expenses, such as airfare and transportation, and not
expenses related to meals and accommodation. Please note that honoraria are excluded from this program.
Sessions must take place according to the proposal, and the substitution or absence of a participant may
result in a reduction of granted funding amounts.

Following Congress, but no later than August 15, 2008, organizing associations submit a report and an
invoice. Payments will be made to the association’s treasurer.

Deadline

Associations are encouraged to submit proposals, through their 2008 Program Chairs only, on or before
Friday, December 21, 2007. Please note that proposals will be evaluated by January 25, 2008 and
associations will be informed of the acceptance of proposals in a timely manner.

For further information, please contact:

Jessica Harrington

Congress Program Officer

Phone: (613) 238-6112 ext. 304

Fax: (613) 236-4853

Email: jharrington@fedcan.ca

PROPOSALS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED AFTER DECEMBER 21, 2007
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