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Hearing on Legal Framework of  
Environmental and Social Consideration in Timor Leste 

1. 1st Meeting with National Directorate for Environmental Services 
(DNSMA) on 23rd January 2008 

A. Attendance List  
DNSMA

1.Mr. Carlos Lopes Ximenes 

Director of Environment Service 

National Directorate for Environmental Services (DNSMA), 

Ministry of Economic & Development 

Phone: +670 7230165 

Email: ximenescarlos63@yahoo.com.au

2 Mr. Antonio Lelo Taci 

Coordinator, Dept. of Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), DNSMA 

Phone: +670 7254802 

3.Mr. Carlos Conceicao 

Environmental Pollution Control Coordinator, DNSMA 

DNAS

4. Mr. Celso A.S. Pereira 

         Chief of Dili Water Supply Dept. DNAS 

JICA Study Team 

5. Mr. TOMITA Shimpei 

          Environmental Expert, JICA Study Team 

6. Robin Jong 

            Assistant of Survey, JICA Study Team 

B. Meeting Notes 
1.  Purpose of meeting 

On Wednesday, 23rd January 2008, JICA and DNAS Team visited the 

National Directorate of Environmental Services to get information on the 



legal framework of Environmental and Social Consideration in Timor Leste 

and conform necessity procedures for the Project for Urgent Improvement of 

Raw Water Main in Dili (hereinafter referred to as “the Project”). 

2. Explanation of the Project 

JICA study team explained the purpose of the JICA preliminary study, the 

background/ outline of the Project and the concept of the JICA 

Environmental and Social Guideline, which copy was handed over to the 

Director of Environment Services, Mr. Carlos. The Director understood the 

outline of the Project and JICA’s Guideline.

3. Submission of proposal for a new project 

The Director explained following procedure. Proposals for description of the 

project should be submitted to the National Directorate for Environmental 

Services (DNSMA) for judgement of the categorization. Submits are carried 

out by the projects implementation ministries and developer through line 

ministry. The categorization is carried out according to mainly project size 

and then necessary procedure should be taken according the category. 

4. Document of the Project 

The Director judged following points. The proposal for description of the 

Project is not necessary because he understand the Project. The Project 

goes to Category B as it is a small project and not a new project just 

rehabilitation. A project of Category B doesn't required EIA (Environmental 

Impact Assessment), but EMP (Environmental Management Plan). DNAS 

should submit an EMP before implementation of the Project.

2. 2nd Meeting with DNSMA on 25th January 2008 

A. Attendance List 
DNSMA 

1.Mr. Antonio Lelo Taci 

Coordinator, Dept. of Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 



National Directorate of Environmental Services (DNSMA) 

Phone: +670 7254802 

JICA Study Team 

2. Mr. TOMITA Shimpei 

          Environmental Expert, JICA Study Team 

3. Robin Jong 

            Assistant of Survey, JICA Study Team 

B. Meeting Notes 

1.  Purpose of meeting 

JICA Study Team carried out additional hearing from the Coordinator of EIA, 

Mr. Antonio, to verify the “proponent”, “public meeting”, “disclosure”, and 

some other points regarding the Environmental Management Plan (EMP) in 

the Guideline #7 and clarify the matter for Urgent Improvement of Raw Water 

Main in Dili (hereinafter referred to as “the Project”).  

2. Submission of document for EMP 

The 'proponent' mentioned in the Guideline#7 means the related ministry 

which submit document of EMP. In case of the Project, the National 

Directorate of Water and Sanitation Services (DNAS) would be the 

proponent. The DNAS can submit the document of EMP to the National 

Directorate of Environment Services during/after the Basic Design Study.

The answer of approval shall be responded within 30 days after receiving the 

EMP.

The Coordinator told that the EMP would be approved soon after the 

submission as the Project is only the rehabilitation and small project. 

3. Public Meeting 

Regarding the public consultation mentioned in the Guideline#7, in case of 

“Category A”, a large project, it is necessary to implement “the Public 

Meeting” with the local community where the impact would be anticipated. 

The proponent and the representative from the DNSMA and other related 



ministry should hold a public consultation and socialize the project to the 

community. Any inputs or suggestions from community should be taken 

account into considerations for EIAs. The draft final EIA is disclosed to the 

public.  

In a new project screened as “Category B”, the Public Meeting should be 

held in order to avoid conflict between the project and the community. 

However, the Public Meeting are not required in rehabilitation/ repair projects. 

The Coordinator of EIA, Mr. Antonio judged that the Public Meeting is not 

required for the Project.

4. Disclosure of EMP 

EMPs are not disclosed to the public because those are so many and only 

for small projects. EMPs are disclosed to the chief of Suco and Aldeia who 

are represented the whole community. 

5. Preparation of the Guideline 

Regarding the 'scheduled premises' mentioned in the Guidelines #7 in the 

EMP, it is referring to the location of the project. However, the Coordinator is 

not able to give a clear definition of references in the Guidelines #7, because 

references such as the Guidelines #5 (new number) and #10 are still under 

preparation. Current Guidelines of #1 to #7 are prepared based on the 

UNTAET Environmental Guidelines in the year 2000. 

6. Enactment of the Environmental Low 

The draft of the Environmental Low was formulated and now under 

deliberation in the Council for enactment. Indonesian environmental low has 

been adopted until now. 

7. Others 

The Department of EIA in DNSMA was established in 2006. Stuff of the 

department is only the Coordinator, Mr.Antonio 



3. Meeting with National Directorate of Forests, Ministry of Agriculture & 
Fisheries (MAF) on 25th  January and 8th February of 2008 

A. Attendance List  
1.Ms. Cathy Molnar 

Advisor for Protected Areas & National Parks Department 

National Directorate of Forests, MAF 

JICA Study Team 

2. Mr. TOMITA Shimpei 

          Environmental Expert, JICA Study Team 

3. Robin Jong 

            Assistant of Survey, JICA Study Team 

B. Meeting Notes 

1.  Purpose of meeting 

JICA Study Team carried out hearing from the Advisor of the National 

Directorate of Forests in the MAF (formerly known as the Ministry of 

Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries), to get the general information on 

protected areas in Timor-Leste and any designation of these legal framework 

for the Project areas 

2. Legal Framework of protected areas in Timor-Leste 

Currently there are in total of 15 designated protected areas in Timor-Leste. 

These protected areas are conservation for wildlife, forestry and other 

natural resources, historical and cultural heritage, marine resources, 

biodiversity, etc. These 15 protected areas were announced officially in 2000 

by the UNTAET administration, however, have not been managed by proper 

measures.  

Some of the 15 protected areas include the Jaco Island in eastern tip of 

Timor, Com beach, Cristo Rei, Mount Ramelau, Maunt Tatamailau, etc.  



In 1999, after the pulling out of the former Indonesian Government, all the 

Indonesian Laws are adopted by the new transitional government, except the 

Indonesian Human Rights Laws. The UNTAET and Indonesian Law are roll 

into the one low and gradually became the new Timorese laws. The laws and 

regulations on protected areas are in the UNTAET Regulations No.19/2000.  

Now the new Regulation for the National Park as No.8/2007 under the 

Government of Timor-Leste is enacted as mentioned in the next chapter. 

3. Establishment of National Park  

Under the new regulations 8/2007, the new protected area system was 

established as National Park. It is the National Park Nino Konis Santana, 

which is situated in the far eastern region of Timor-Leste, almost the whole 

Lautem District covering three former protected areas.  

Protection in the National Park covers the flora and fauna, biodiversity, 

historical and cultural resources, remains of World War II relics, the marine 

shore, etc. Restriction of activities and development differ from the zones in 

the National Park, which are designated according to the assessment of level 

of natural resources and current human activities based on the level of 

restriction of IUCN. The boundary of the National Park is defined along the 

administrative boundary due to easy understandable for the residence. 

Government has been taking steps to collaborate with the local community to 

properly manage the National Park based on the zoning level.  

4. Donors support  

The Birdlife International (Australia) has supported the Government of 

Timor-Leste for the management of the protected areas to send one adviser, 

Ms. Cathy Molnar by fund from donors such as AusAID and United Kingdom, 

GIF. 



The adviser has carried out definition of zoning in the National Park by the 

assessment of nature resource and human activity. She thinks collaborations 

with communities in the National Park are important for maintenance. She is 

carrying out the assessment of other protected areas where are currently 

designated by the Law of No.19/2000 to designate next national park. She 

thinks some of the protected areas do not have rich national resources but 

some areas having rich national resources might be assessed.  

The Birdlife International has carried out the national wide survey of birds 

since 2002. They think kinds and density of birds is one of the indicators for 

biodiversity. The result of survey was compiled as the book of “Important Bird 

Areas in Timor-Leste, key sites for conservation”. The 16 sites are identified 

as the Important Bird Areas and is under process of regal framework of the 

protected areas. 

5. Bemos River (Project area) 

The Project areas and surroundings are not designated by any protected 

areas and national park under the regulations of Timor-Leste and the 16 

sites of Important Bird Areas identified by the Birdlife International.
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