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Figure 2.6 Vegetation Map of Botswana
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Diagram 2.1 Mean Annual Rainfall Isohyets
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Agro-ecological Zones in Zambia
Region I. This covers the eastern and southern rift valley areas. It also includes
the southern parts of Western and Southern Provinces. It is characterised by
hottest and driest climatic conditions, with rainfall of less than 800mm per
annum and is categorised as semi-arid. It has a short growing period (season) of
between 80 and 120 days. The rainfall is highly variable and unreliable within
one rainy season, and between the years; putting predicament on agricultural
development. The rainfall intensities in this region are very high. These can
induce the process of soil erosion if the land is devoid of vegetation through
erosivity. The steep slopes along the escarpments have high erosion risk.
Region I1. This region covers the sandveld plateau zone of Central, Eastern,
Lusaka and Southern Provinces. The region is a medium rainfall zone with 800-
1200mm per season, and has a growing season of 120-150 days. This is the
most productive zone in the country. However, use of machinery, prolonged crop
production over a period of time on the same portions of land and continuous
application of chemical fertilisers have generally affected the natural soil
qualities, and the soils are degraded.
Region I11. This is part of the central African plateau covering Northern,
Luapula, Copper-belt and North Western Provinces, as well as parts of Serenje
and Mkushi Districts. The region is a high rainfall area of 1,200mm and above
and has a growing season of up to 190 days. The high rainfall has resulted in
considerable leaching and the soils are highly acidic, limiting the range of crops
that can be grown in this region, especially if special farming practices are not
employed.
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