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Summary

Basic Education and Gender
Pursuing Access by All, Gender Parity and Gender Equality

It is estimated that there are approximately 70 million out-of-school children and 880 million adults are
illiterate worldwide, of which two thirds are said to be women. Promoting girls’ education is an urgent
matter, and gender is thus given a special priority in declaration of Education for All (EFA), Dakar
Framework for Action (DFA) and UN Millennium Development Goals (MDGS).

However, focusing only on girls and school education would not be sufficient to materialise various
goals set in EFA, DFA and MDGs since situations surrounding out-of-school children are complex, and
their reasons for not going to school are not always constrained within school system. Given such
understanding, the research tries to take up and discuss issues related to out-of-school in much wider
contexts comprised of various politico-economic and socio-cultural factors including gender which is
locally constructed.

The report is structured as follows. Chapter 1 tries to give an overview of changes in thinking and
policy both in ‘development and education’ and in ‘gender and development,” and highlights their merge in
EFA declaration, DFA and MDGs. Simultaneously, attention is drawn to the reasons why gender issue is
important in basic education. The subsequent chapter 2 presents overall and regional trends in EFA
achievement and gender parity. With recognition that girls’ education is much behind compared to boys’ in
most countries, chapter 3 tries to identify factors and constraints inhibiting girls’ participation in education.
Discussion touches upon two aspects of difficulties, namely accessibility and quality of education. Chapter
4 takes up five case studies which have tried to tackle some of the constraints in girls’ education which
were identified in chapter 3. Cases were selected from five countries of Morocco, Afghanistan, Cambodia,
Zambia and Viet Nam, which were faced with different situations and education problems to draw some
lessons. Based on the discussions in chapter 1 to 4, some proposals are put forward in chapter 5 as regards
project formulation / implementation, human resource development and research in order to materialise
EFA while tackling gender disparity and inequality in basic education.

Although closely connected, the relation among the three goals in basic education of access by all,
gender parity and gender equality are complex. The relation is not in the nature that achievement of one
could automatically enhance realisation of the others. Moreover, under some circumstances, there is a
possibility that pursuit of one might worsen the prospect for attainment of the other two. In development of
any project in basic education, therefore, the three aspects of access by all, gender parity and equality
should be always taken into account in a package manner.
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