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The Dynamlc Sl|k Road Area -

Central Asia, which consists of the five countries of
Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and

Armenia and Georgia, respectively, and both countries have their
own cultures with their own languages and characteristics. This i
region has a complex ethnic mix including Turks, Slavs, and

Turkmenistan, is located in the heart of the Eurasian continent,
bordering Russia to the north, China to the east, and Afghanistan,
Iran, etc., to the south, The Caucasus stanids on the other side of
the Caspian Sea, which is situated in the western part of Central
Asia, comprising the three countries of Azerbaijan, Armenia, and
Georgia,

The countries in these areas were integrated into the Soviet
Union in the 1920s, but they gained their independence when the
Soviet Union disintegrated in 1991. This is a strategic location on
the Silk Road that has historically linked east and west, The two
arcas combined cover an area of 4.2 million km? and have a pop-
ulation of around 75 millien.

In terins of religion, although the five countries of Central
Asia and Azerbajjan have been reverting to Islam in terms of
everyday culture, each country has adopted a principte of sepa-
rating politics and religion; thus Islamic rules are not strictly
imposed, In conirast, the Christian tenets of the Ammenian and
Georgian orthodox churches are traditionally widespread in

Persians.

-The area stretching from East Asia, Central Asia to the Middle
East is referred to as the “arc of instability.” Achievement of sta-
bility and socioeconomic development of Central Asia and the
Caucasus, located in the heart of the arc, will greatly contribute
to the peace and prosperity of the infernational community, To
that end, Japan has actively provided assisiance lo these countries
following their independence.

Diversifying Politics and EConomy -«

Since independence, each country has advanced in its fransi-
tion to a market economy. However, disparities in economic
development are becoming great depending on the presence of
natural resources or differences in the speed of reforms.
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and the three countries of the Cavcasus
are moving firmly in the direction of trade liberalization, dereg-
ulation, privatization of state enterprises, and other types of strue-
tral veform. Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan have achieved econom-
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~own slow paths. Tajikistan overcame difficulties of years

ic growth thanks to oil development in the Caspian Sea.
The economy of Georgia, located in the middle of the: route
of the BTC pipeline (from Baku in Azerbaijan to Cyhan
in Turkey);, which transports crude oil produced in the
Caspian Basin, is expected to benefit from pipeline trans-
portation income as the BTC pipeline was completed in
2006. Despite its efforts in economy liberalization,
Kyrgyzstan suffers from large debls and has to address
financial and economic recenstruction. On the other hand,
Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan are distancing themselves
from these radical reform programs and following their

of civil war, achieving a peace agreement in 1997 and
implementation of congressional elections in 2000. Ti is
now pushing forward economic reform after formulating
a Poverty Reduction Strategic Paper (PRSP) in 2002.

The major industries in this region, except for natural
resources, are agriculture and livestock and food process-
ing and textile businesses using the agricultural and livestock
products. The agriculture in Central Asia is represented by rain-
fed upland farming (wheat and barley) and livestock in the steppe
centered in Kazakhstan and the monoculture of cotton production
employing large-scale irrigation centered in Uzbcekistan and
Turkmenistan, Most of the Caucasus region enjoys a
Mediterrancan climate, and each country is engaged in agriculture
suitable for the regional climate and conditions, as represented by
Armenian cognac and Georgian wine, which were already
renowned during the Soviet era.

Though efforts differ from country to country, the establish-
ment of new systems appropriate for production, processing, dis-
tribution, and sales in replacement of the kolkhoz remains a crit-
ical issue in agriculture and livestock along with the progress of
transition to a market econoimy.

Democratization and Trends in International
With the terrorist aftacks in the US on September 11, 2001,
and the subsequent air strikes in Afghanistan, Uzbekistan,
Tajikistan, and Kyrgyzstan offered military bases fo US and
European forces, thus boosting the presence of the US in Central
Asia,
Following independence, in most countries leaders from the

i

Embodying New Regional Strategies -

In August 2004, then Foreign Minister Yoriko Kawaguchi
visited countries in Central Asia and proposed a new cooperative
framework of “Cenfral Asia plus Japan™ dialogue and agreed with
every country, It was decided that under this framework, in addi-
tion to strengthening bilateral relationships, which was promotec
in the conventional *Silk Road Diplomacy,” Japan assists in the
promation of intra-region cooperation related to cormmeon issues
in the region {lerrorism, drugs, transportation, water and energy
resourses, trade, environmenial conservation, etc.) as well as the
promotion of coordination with neighboring countries outside of
the region such as Afghanistan.

hursing students recaiving practical training at a medical high school affiated wilh the Ministry of Heallh
{Nursing Education Improvement Project in Uzbekistan)

Soviet era continued to hold the reins of governments, However,
the Rose Revolution broke out in Georgia in November 2003, the
Orange Revolution in Ukraine in 2004, and the Tulip Revolution
in March 2005 in Kyrgyzstan (though slightly different in nature),
resulting in regime shifts, When a massacre took place in
Andizhan, Uzbekistan in May 2005, western nations condemned
the Uzbek government for putting it down by armed force, thus
damaging the relationship between Uzbekistan and western .
nations and causing the withdrawal of the US military from the
air base in Uzbekistan in November 2003.

In contrast, China has been increasing its political and eco-
nomic involvement in Central Asia through the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCQ), Furthermore, Russia became
member of the Central Asia Cooperation Organization (CACO)
in 2005 and Uzbekistan joined the Eurasian Economic
Community (EEC) in early 2006, leading to the decision of the
integration of CACO and EEC. This shows that China and Russia
are getting close to Central Asia and the international situations
surrounding this region are changing dynamically,

In the Caucasus, Azerbaijan and Georgia are strengthening
their links with the West, particularly in connection with
petroleum and petrolewm pipeline development. On the other
hand, Azerbaijan and Armenia stili continue to dispute possession
of the Nagorno-Karabakh enclave,

Cooperation for Central Agia s
While promoting intra-regional cooperation for “Central
Asia plus Japan,” JICA provides cooperation in four priority areas
with the aim of supporting self-sufficient development in Central
Asia, namely: (1} support for transition to a market economy; (2)
support for rebuilding social sectors; (3) economic infrastiucture
development; and (4) conservation of the environmeunt.

Support for transition to a market economy includes the pro-
maotion of small and medium-sized enterprises, support for WTO
accession, support for establishing legal systems, institution-build-
ing, and human resources development in relation to reforms of
financial systems. Specifically, JICA has lannched projects,
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Legal Assistance for Improvement of the Conditions for Private
Enterprises and Drafting Commentary on the Law on Bankruptey
in Uzbekistan. In Kyrgyzstan, the opening ceremony of the
National IT Center was held and courses for training IT engineers
who will contribute to industrial promotion were opened.

Furthermore, in the above two countries and Kazakhstan,
Japan centers offer business courses aimed at developing practi-
cal uuman resources that will push ferward the transition to a mar-
ket economy, as well as Japanese language courses and activities
for promoting mutual understanding,

Suppott for rebuilding social sectors includes policy support
and upgrading equipment with respect to health and education
reforms. In Uzbekistan, Nursing Edvcation Improvement Project
has been implemented te support curriculum development.
Furihermore, nurse JOCVs are making strenuous efforts to
improve nursing care services,

In the area of economic infrastructure development, cooper-
ation centerect on upgrading roads that reach the outside of the
region is being considered. In the environmental area, cooperation
in relation to water monitoring and flood congrol has begun,

Cooperation for Three Caucasus Countries .-
In order to suppart efforts for poverty reduction and hnprove-
ments in livelihood in the three Caucasus countries, JICA has des-

ignated income improvement, promotion of employment, and
enhancement of the quality of and aceess to public services as pri-
ority areas, As such, support for training business owners of small
and medium-sized enterprises and cooperation in the area of water
have commenced.

Experis attending tha opening ceremony of the National IT Genter, which plays a cen-
lral rale in the: promotion of IT industry (The IT Human Resource Development in the
Kyrgyz Republic)
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Chapter 1

Pi'llars"bf' A_id Pﬁorit_y P!écéd_ on Cbopera_tion for Pove_'rty Redué_fiori and .Economic Development

ICooperatlon esults bycountry '

Southwest Asia has a population of approximately 1.3 billion
and over 400 million people in the region are classified as poor.
A development policy is being premoted for poverty reduction by
each counfry and improvements have been inade in areas such as
education and health; however, developmient is still behind. In the

-region, various factors such as ethnicity, religion, language, and
climate are complexly related to politics and society, contributing
to social and cultural diversity and depth as well as instability of
society.

For the past several years, the economic growth of Southwest

Southwest Asia as about 40% of the woild's
~ “poor -popylation. Development in heslth and
. - education lags behind the rest of the warld, and and.
: 'gender dlspantles slill axist, Also, the region, -

‘Considering these situations, JICA'S cooper-
ation fosusss on poverty reduciion and eco-
nomic growth as two pliars of sid for Southwest

- Asla; Specilically, undering the perspectives of

human securily and gender considaration in the

of poveny reducllon JEOA prowdessupport

closely assodiated with poilical and sociel sta-
bility, JICA promotes cooperation towards that

In terms of economy, JICA w1ll provide coop-
emtion to develop economls infrastructure and
promote investment arid trade in a private sec-
tor with the aim of stable growth of the econo-
my.-At ihe same fime, JICA will further strength-
en coordination with financial assistance projects

- to develon economic infrastructure, Support for
. economic development in- Southwest Asta [
' effecllve for promotmg geonomic ties between
apan and thieT region, which are getling stronger
Hiculary withiIndia, nidl s essentisl fer facii-
ating. redUcik}n’aHha pbbr populalion of more

w Suppon for peacebulldlng and confllct pre-
Vention alst continus, mainky for Shi. Lanka.
- JIGA wil contiriue stpport for 'S Lanka and
Maldives, which were damaged by the Great
Sumatra Earthquake and Indlan Ocean Tsunami
.. Disaster in 2004, and provide medium- and
" long-term support for disaster pravention and
- reconstruction. In fesponse to. the :damage
aused by the earthquakes that hrt Paklstan n

Asfa has progressed at a rate of about 5% annually and growth
seems comparatively good. However, many countries depend on
exports of specific products, such as clothing and agricultural
produets, and with a vulnerable economic framework the balance
of payments and fiscal balances are chronically deficit. Given the
fact that the tense relationship between India and Pakistan is grad-
ually easing, the proposed establishment of a South Asia free trade
zone will stimulate economic activities in each country in the
region and contribute to its stability,

Perspective of Human Security -

In Southwest Asia, with its enormous poverty group, JICA
will undetlirie poverty control as a common priority issue, as well
as formulate and implement projects by proactively incorporating

the perspective of human security. Specifically, support directly
reaching the people and areas difficult to secure basic living con-
ditions, including securing safe water, health and sanitation, is pro-
vided. One example is a project which focuses on rehabilitation
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Walar contamination study for improving the quality of lake water {The Project for
Strengthening Capacity on Restoration and Managemen! of Hussainsagar Lake in
Indlia)

of basic infrastructure and empowerment of community groups in
Sri Lanka.

The poverty group is vulnerable to widespread infectious dis-
eases and environmental contamination. JICA provides support
for infectious disease control targeting filaria and tuberculosis in
Bangladesh, and in Pakistan JICA supports tuberculosis control
and an expanded program for immunization (EPI)/polic controd.
Since contamination of rivers and underground water is develop-
ing into a serious problem, countermeasures against contamina-

tion of rivers, lakes, and ponds are supported in Tndia.

In Bangladesh, JICA combines direct support for the residents
who are under serious threat of contamination of vital drinking
water and support for the development of capacity of the central
and local govermments, with an aim (¢ extend support to 88 many
people as possible. JICA thus provides comprehensive support to
extend and consolidate county-level outcomes at a prefectural
level by combining various forms of schemes, including partner-
ship with NGOs.

Post-disaster Reconstruction and Disaster

An earthquake of magnitude 7.6 on the Richter scale struck
Pakistan in October 2005, leaving catasirophic damage mainly in
the northwestern frontier of Pakistan and Kashmir. In response,
JICA has provided seamless support from emergency relief to
reconstruction using Japan®s experience. The support includes the
reconstruction of schools and medical facilities immediately after
the earthquake, as well as the formulation of reconstyuction and
rehabilitation plans for Muzaffarabad City (administrative and
commercial center of Kashmir) (See p. 11).

For the catastrophic damage in Sri Lanka and Maldives
caused by the Great Sumatra Earthquake and Indian Ocean

Tsunami Disaster in December 2004, Japan has provided seam-
less assistance from emergency relief to reconstruction and devel-
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opment by comprehensively combining various assistance
schemes, including grant aid, yen loans, and technical coopera-
tion. Among these activities, JICA conducts activilies such as fea-
sibility studies and project design, which are necessary to imple-
ment prompt financial cooperation, provides support for maodel
building for reconstruction assistance through communities, and
offers cooperation through personal contacts including advice in
relation to disaster prevention, thereby playing the role of lubri-
cant for post-disaster reconstriction assistance under the All-
Japan banner:

For instance, the government of Japan l1as been building the
Japan-Sri Lanka Friendship Village with non-project grant aid. In
support of this project, JICA primarily provides hardware assis-
tance, such as study and design for housing, access roads, # com-
munity hall, etc., and at the same time provides some software
assistance, including livelihood and community reconstruction
activities. Since sofiware support is essential for the Japan-Sri
Lanka Friendship Village to effectively function, JICA will con-
tinue cooperation in the future to maintain and strengthen these
activities.

In the area of disaster prevention, JICA provides support for
measures against flood and cyclone related disasters in collabo-
ration with financial assistance in Bangladesh and support for
landslide disaster mitigation in Nepal. IICA will continue to pro-
vide integrated measures making use of technologies in Japan as
an advanced nation in disaster prevention, and promote support
focusing on strengthening the disaster response capacity of the
local community, '

¥ f ¥ . i R
Needs suivey fargaling tsunami-afiected people who are scheduled to move to the

Japan-Sii Lanka Friendship Vilage {Recovery, Rehabilitation and Devalopment Project
for Tsunami Atfected Areas in Sri Lanka)

In 8ri Lanka, a civil cenflict that continued for the past 20
years has caused a great number of deaths, and intemally dis-
placed persons and many other refugees. However, in March
2002, an indefinite truce agreement was reached between Sri
Lanka's government and fhe ethnic Tamil rebels called the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). The Tokyo
Conference on Reconstruction and Development of Sri Lanka was

subsequently held and the international community demonstrat-
ed a uniform commitment to support the consolidation of peace
in Sri Lanka.

Since the conflict was suspended, JICA has continued to sup-
port war-affected people and refugees. JICA makes the utmost
efforts in these projects to empower communities in the areas
affected by the conflict. Together with direct support for residents,
JICA provides (raining for adminisirators who deal with residents’
groups to empower communities and municipalities so that they
can resolve various problems and issues that they face through
their own wisdom and power. Four years after the conflict was
suspended, the peace talks between the government and the LTTE
are in a static state; however, the life of the people in the conflict-
affected areas is steadily improving. Desires not to restart the war
and to improve the standard of living are steadily growing in the
hearts and minds of the people. Meeting face-to-face with the
people, JICA will actively continue to implement its projects to
empower comniunities.

Also in Nepal, a project related to peacebuilding continues to
be formulated care'fully.

In terms of economic growth, infrastructure development and
promotion of investment and trade are commeon issues in the
region. Infrastructure supports economic growth of the country or
region, as well as the business environment that induces invest-
ment ji the private sector. In addition to economic infrastructure,
improving governance, which is a prerequisite for sustainable

developinent, will lead to the improvement of an investment envi-

ronment, investment promotion, and improvement of productiv-
ity, and thus to economic growth.

In particular, the transportation and traffic sector is the core
of the development of economic infrastructure. However, an
underdeveloped road network constitutes the largest common
concern in Southwest Asia. Thus, JICA promotes technical coop-
eration to develop roads, including bridges, in combination with
yen loans and geant aid assislance.

For example, India, which is experiencing rapid econormnic
growth, has vast land areas with regional disparities. Therefore,
the priority issue is the promotion of economic and social activi-
ties by improving the efficiency of domestic distribution systems
and JICA is supporting the development and enhancement of
major freight railways.

Demand for development of economic infrastructure that will
facilitate economic growth is expecied to increase further in the
future, and JICA will thereby promote cooperation in collabora-
tion with yen loans. ‘

In recent years, the trend for democratization is accelerating
in this region as well, and delegation of authority from the cen-
tral to local govermments is in progress, In support for govemance
improvement, HCA is implementing the Decentralization Suppont
Program with citizen participation in Pakistan and Bhutan for the
purpose of eapacity building in local governments.
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Middle East

Chapter 2

Pillars of Aid Peacebuilding and Reconstruction Assistance for Afgha_n'is{a_h:,{_l:radfé'n:d:Pélestihe o

B Cooperation results by country
in the Middle East (Fy2008)

Palestine = Yemen 346,998
653,848 Sudan 166,148
Algeria Oman 181,401 -
'337’:["; o Lebanon 9,473
i “Bahralngezz ..
Libyasad :

scdal tnstablll

(Unit; ¥1,000)

*This'is the.total amaunt of bllaieral cooparation. Tha-.
_-amount of coaparalion providad to the Middle East
Incliding caoperalicn ‘thal covers a group oi counmas_' ’
Is 13529, 208 thousands of yen : :

: ; relfance capacny- ‘

In the Middle East, there are some high-income countries,
which mostly produce oil, while there are also undeveloped coun-
tries, which are mainly non-oil producing countries, There ate also
diverse ethnicities and cultures comprising a complex social struc-
ture. Therefore, detailed cooperation in line with the actual con-
ditions of each country is necessary. It is an unstable region that
has seen much conflict since World War 11, including four
Middle East wars, the Lebanese conflict, the Tran-frag War, the
Persian Gulf Crisis, the Yemen conflict, and the Traq war.
Unstable political conditions continue in Palestine and Traq.
Stability of the Middle East will have a tremendous impact on the
international economy as well as worldwide peace and stability,
Therefore, support for reconciliations among different ethnic
groups, religions, and social classes leading to the regional sta-
bility are called for.

In the oil producing countries where (inance is relatively
adamant, infrastructire sueh as transportation and information
network is developed at a high standard; however, domestic
human resources development to strengthen industrial infrastruc-
ture is a big task. On the other hand, in relatively low-income
countries without the blessings of resources, the priority tasks are

‘I the Middle East, many ‘countries” are .
wealthy in.general, malnly oit-producing coun-: - | -
tries.: O e olfgr hand, they havie factors: of .}
for example, overdependance
. onnalural resources, increased unemplayment -

" e 'to populanon increase, widening incoma’
=gligparties; and rasmchononlndr\ndual fraadon.
These factors were exposed by:the Afghanistan: - 1
i ,-,andlraq issues; leading o theerpandon of tee- 1

»-rotism.as a resulti: The iongstanding: Palestinian 5 . the M

issue greally affects ihe stabily. of the entire - 3 dialtion

'regionandlhereahzationofpeacelmhe Middle " - ent, In
. Eastis vital to bedce and stability not oftly Withi- * * i larg

- in the reglon but aiso worldwide. ]

Placing the utmast prioriy on peacetwuilding.
and recoristruction assistance for Afghanistan,

Irag and Palestine as the key to stabifty of the

Middle East, HCA sfrives to implament timety

and affective’ coaperation. Since the'govem:-©

ments and admlnistratwebodles do nal‘gways 1
= function at, the ccmmunlty fevel ln these cour: '
" tries, JICA i promoting-aseistance tha
"es The perspective of human securlty inclr ny
sezfgovernamebyresldentsandimpmvedseaf-*"

to address issues in health and education as well as poverty and
the clelay in rural development.

In the Middle East, where precipitition is gcnemlly limited,
securing water resowurces is an important task not only for liveli-
hood, agriculture, and industrial development but also political-
ly. It is necessary to provide cooperation in a variety of areas such
as understanding of the accurate amount of water resources, water
management, water resources development in the areas that have
available capacity for development, promotion of efficient water
usage (use of sewage-treatment water, leak control, etc.), agu—
cultural irrigation, and saving urban water,

Since the terrorist attacks in the US in September 2001, while
the international situation has drastically changed, the call for
modernization and democratization of the traditional Arab soci-
ety bas grown. At the same time, in response to the progress of
globalization, a structural reform in the economy is required.
Since support inthe Middle East is closely connected to the inter-
national situation, it is important to provide cooperation in sectors
and fields that wilt lead to the stability of each country and area
while paying attention to such trends,
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Efforis by (,ountry S
Palestine—Support for Mtddle East Peace

With the establishiment of a new moderate Abbas adminis-
tration in January 2005 and Isracl’s withdrawal from the Gaza
Strip in September 2005, expectations for Middle East peace
accelerated rapidly, and the international community started full-
scale aid.

From the perspective of human security, considering support
for Palestine to be urgent, JICA launched & development study,

the Jericho Regional Development Study Project, in October

2003, In this project, development plans for primary industries
such as agriculture and tourism are being formulated as imedium-
and long-term regional development plans for Jericho and the
Jordan valley for self-sustaining econoniy. JICA has also imple-
mented technical cooperation projects in three areas, local admin-
istration, maternal and child health, and waste control, for three
years starting in August 2005, promoling the improvement of
livelihood service quality as well as the enhancement of admin-
istrative capacity of local govermnents, including municipalities,
In order to facilitate those projects, JICA wutilizes the Fast Track
System (see p.13), which enables prompt project implementation,
and has opened twa field offices in the West Bank in an attempt
to strengthen support systems,

JICA 2006

Also, in order to promote medium- and long-term regional
development of Jericho and the Jordan valley, JICA plans to pro-
mote primary industries such as agriculture and tourism from the
perspective of self-sustaining economy in addition to strengthen-
ing the administrative capacity and quality improvement of liveli-
hood services that are currently being implemented,

Notable, however, is that after the victory of Islamic funda-
mentalist Hamas in the Palestinian parliamentary elections in
January 2006, aid by the international community has been reex-
amined.

Afghanistan—Rural Development and Capacity
Development for Peace Consolidation

Since Japan and the international community started support
for rebuilding Afghanistan in 2002, reconstruction in various arcas
has progressed. As a part of the political process for the estab-
lishment of an official administration (Bonn Process: based on
Bonn Agreement concluded in December 2001), the Lower
House of the National Assembly and Provincial Council Elections
were held in September 2005, following the establishment of a
constitution and the national presidential election. As for DDR

‘(disarmament, demobilization and reintegration), which was the

biggest concem regarding security improvement, disarmament for




Women leaming eamestly in a Hetacy class: Adult leracy rate in Afphanistan is
extramely fow due to many conflicts. (Project for Strengthening Lileracy Educatien)

approximately 63,000 combatants nationwide was completed by
June 2005, and reintegration activities for those discharged com-
batants are still going on.

In the area of reconstruction, restoration of major trunk roads,
reconstruction of approximately 13,000 primary and secondary
schools (student earcllment that was approximately one million
in 1999 increased to approximately five million in 2005), litera-
¢y education, and community development projects targeting
approximately 10,000 villages have been implemented,

JICA has implemented cooperation projects worth about ¥9.9
billion in total for the past four years for the reconstruction of
Afghanistan in coordination with such aid from the international
community, At the emergency reconstruciion stage, roads and
public [acilities including schools in Kabul, Kandohar, and
Mazari Sharif were restored. In the education sector, the
Strengthening Teacher Education Program, which aims to train
approximately 10,000 teachers nationwide to respond to the dras-
tie increase of students enrolled in school, as well as non-formal
education, was implemented. In the health sector, taking into
account an extremely high maternal death rate and tuberculosis
occupying a large portion of the death statistics, medical human
resources development was carried out to promote reproductive
health and tuberculosis control, Other cooperation includes sup-
port for reinfegration of ex-combatants discharged by DDR
through vocational training, support for the settlement of returnees
through cominunity development, and support for women.

Following the completion of the Bonn Process marked by the
holding of a national assembly in December 2005, as a new coop-
eration framework befween Afghanistan and the international
comimunity, Afghanistan Compact was adopted and the Interim-
Afghanistan National Development Strategy, a five-year plan by
the Afghan government, was announced at the international con-
ference held in London in January 2006. At the conference, major
donor countries and international agencies pledged a total of
US$10.5 billion in support of this strategy, including US$450 mil-
lion of support from the Japanese government, and continuous
support for A fghanistan was confirmed.

In oreer to increase outcomes and sustainability of assistance
for priority issues, JICA will provide support in effective combi-
nation of different projects, with the focus on comprehensive rural
development that will contribute to the promotion of agriculture

and the livelihood of residents in rural areas, the imaprovement of
basic health services, development in the education sector, and
soctal infrastructure,

Iraq—Peacebuilding and Postwar Reconstruction

Three years after the fall of the Hussein administration in
2003, attacks by armed forces continue, conflicts between differ-
ent religious groups show no sign of decline, and tensions still
remain in major cities. However, events such as establishinent of
an Traq constitution in October 2005 and the implementation of a
national election in December 2005 indicate that reconstruction
led by the Iraq citizens is about to kick off,

At the Intermational Donors” Conference on the
Reconstruction of Iraq held in October 2003, the Japanese gov-
ernment announced grant aid cooperation {USE150 million) and
yen loans (US$350 million) as support for Irag, In view of the
consistency with the priority sectors in the Iraq national develop-
ment strategy, JICA prioritizes suppori for governance, improve-
ment in social services, development of living infrastructure, and
economic development. For more effective implementation of
Japan's financial cooperation, JICA promotes the organizational
enhancement of Iragi-related organizations and development of
human resourees through raining programs in neighboring coun-
tries and Japan. In fiscal 2005, a total of approximately 570 Iraqi
peaple were trained {166 were trained in Japan, 212 in Jordan, 146
in Egypt, 33 in Syria, 9 in Maloysia and 1 in Singapore) in a vari-
ety of areas such as power, water supply, health, and irrigation.
Approximately 1,300 Iragi people have received training since fis-
cal 2004, Because these former trainiag participants are expect-
ed to become partners in Japan’s support for Irag, JICA will estab-
lish an alumni association for them in support for activities to
strengthen the cooperative relationships between Japan and Traq.

Countries in the Middle East are not only deeply connected
politically and culturally but they also share many development
issues within the region. Regional cooperation in which countries
in the region work fo solve problems together is effective for solv-
ing these issues, leading to stability for the whole region.
Collaboration with Arab countries is critical for, the Middle East
peace process and support for Iraq as well. JICA conducts many
{raining courses for Iraq and Palestine in Egypt, Jordan, and Syria
(third-country waining), promoting South-South cooperation as
the embodiment of peacebuilding and regienal coaperation.

Training to improve the dinical skills of Iragi medical fechnicians provided at Specialized
Pediatric Hospilal, Cairo Univarsity in Egypt
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As [or South-South cooperation for Afvica, JICA's support is
based on the partnership agreements with Egypt, Tunisia, and
Morocco. JECA utilizes the owlcomes of Japan's past cooperation
and incorporates the perspective of support forthe NEPAD (New
Partnership for Africa’s Development) in promoting cooperation
reflecting the needs of NEPAD member countries and character-
istics of the host country.

Human Development and Vocational Training -

Tn many countries in the Middle East, in accordance with the
rapid increase in population, unemployinent among young poten-
tial workers has become a social issue. Amid the advanced trade
liberalization and intensified international competition, industry
development and expansion of employment require improve-
ments in technical skills of workers.

JICA has actively provided support in relation. to hwman
development and vocational fraining in the Middle East region.
As part of Broader Middle East and North Aftica initiative, a
vocational fraining workshop was co-hosted by the Jordanian and
Japanese governments in Jordan in cooperation with JICA in
September 2005. G8 couniries and BMENA (Broader Middle
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East and North Africa) member countries parlicipated in this
workshop, shared the cwrent sifuations and issues regarding
emplayment and vocational training, and agreed that a sustainable
system for technical education and vocational training to meet
local needs shall be established in cooperation between the pub-
lic and private scctors as a regional mechanism.

Water Fiesources Control and Enwronmentai
Consewﬂtlon e raar e e et nase st pnad

In the Middle East where most of the land is arid, according
to population growth and progress of industrialization, lack of
waler resources has become o serious issue, Also, recent economic
development and rapid urbanization and industrialization have
exacerbated environmental problems such as water contamina-
tion, solid waste, and air pollution.

HCA is providing cooperation to enhance the technical skills
of the human resources that will lead respective sectors; for exam-
ple, strengthening of environmental monitoring capacity and envi-
rommental administration in the environment sector, and water
resources information management, leak control, and water man-
agement in the water sector,
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