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“INQUIRER

0Oil spill will degrade

BUNKER OIL OOZING OUT OF SUNKEN

* tanker MT Solar ] will degrade naturally,
bur the process will take a long time, a
professor at the Marine Science Institute
of the University of the Philippines Dili-
man said.

Dr. Nemesio Montafo said most of the
fuel would settle at the bortom of the sea,
where oil-degrading bacteria thrive. Once
“chocolate  mousse”—water-in-oil emul-
sion—is formed, however, the substance
will be difficult to disintegrate, he said.

“Provided that the source of the spill is re-
moved and the main cleanup is finished, it

worst oil spill.

will take two to three years for the remain-
ing oil to break down,” Montafio esimated.

The main cleanup of the Semirara oil
spill—which, according to the Philippine
Coast Guard, involved 364,120 liters of fu-

_ el—rtook about six months to finish. Solar I

carried about 2 million liters of bunker fuel
oil when it sank off Guimaras on Aug. 11.
A similar incident occurred in Great
Britain a decade ago. In February 1996, oil
tanker Sea Empress ran aground in Pem-
broleshire, South Wales, spilling 72,000
tons of light crude ol and 480 tons of
heavy fuel oil into the sea. The spill con-
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FOREIGN HELP. Japan Coast Guard Senior Response
Officer Koji Tanaka aboard a Philippine Coast Guard ship
looks out at sea on the way to inspect the oil spill around
Guimaras Island Wednesday. Tanaka and two other Japan
Coast Guard personnel were deployed by Tokyo to aid in
the assessment of the cleanup operations. Japanese and
US experts are helping efforts to contain the Philippines’

AFP

naturally’

taminated about 200 km of coastline.

The British government later said that
just a month after the spill, concentration
of oil in the water was already low be-
cause of the natural dispersion process.

Montafio said the speed of disintegradon
would depend on the temperature, the pres-
ence of oil-degrading bacteria, and the pres-
ence of numients that enable these bacteria
to grow in number. These nuaients will help
the process, but it will also encourage the
growth of algae, which may cause a distur-
bance in the ecosystem, he said. ~ Cyril L.
Bonabente, Inquirer Research
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