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A)Questionnaire for the Geological Survey Department(GSD), Ministry of Mines and 
Minerals Development(MMMD) in Zambia 
 

JICA Project Formulation Study Team 
Economic Development Department, JICA 

 
 
I.General matters 
 

1)Organization chart for Ministry of Mines and Minerals Development in detail 
including staff numbers of each section(for Geological Survey Department and Mines 
Development Department are essentially necessary)   
to be provided as digital power point file 
2)Information which describes your technical abilities and capacities (for example 
what is major in or special study in University), and experiences of study, projects 
abroad or within the country 
some staff have undertaken training in the use of the following mapping/GIS 
software: Mapinfo, ArcGIS, Ilwis 
3)Self- Assessment of technical capacities for their staffs and their desirable plan to 
capacity building 
GSD staff need training in relational database management, GIS management, 
remote sensing, and field mapping techniques 
4)The role of the department in the country, budget information and number of the 
staff in the department in categorical wise , such as mapping and economic geologists 
with educational background 
Already provided by Director’s office 
5)Recent aid assistance program for geology or mining by foreign country in detail 
and its progress(expecting details of World Bank programs) 
No recent World Bank project at the Department. Last WB project was between 1998 
and 2000. Most recent external assistance is from EU who between 2004 and 2005 
have provided some IT equipment and helped with rehabilitation of laboratories 
6)Each Department’s partial responsibility(role and mandate) for management of 
mining concession and ambition 
Administration of mining rights a responsibility of Mines Development Department 
7)Problems or troubles between Government and private sector under mining 
development and activities in detail if any 

４．質問票および回答 

－
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lack of geological maps for some parts of the country prevents companies from 
assessing full mineral potential of those areas 
8)Major outputs or achievements of your department in recent 10 years preferably 
with reports such as annual reports etc. 
Mwinilunga area in NW Province mapped and geochemically sampled during 
1998-99. 
About 20 geological maps and reports compiled in the 1970s and 1980s published 
during the period 1996 to 1998 through assistance of European Development Fund  
9)Project details conducted by your department in recent 10 years and any further 
plan of projects in future 
mapping in NW Province between 1998 and 1999 under World Bank 2222resulting in 
publication of reports 107, 108, 109, 110, 111 and Memoir 5. 
10)Number of rock samples which your department analyze per year using the atomic 
absorption analytical equipment 

 In the recent past not more than a hundred rock samples per year have been analysed 
using AAS.  
 
II.Management and control of data and information  
 

1)Kind of possessing data and information, quality, quantity, caring condition and 
their ambition for them in the future  
The Department has data and information on geology, geophysics, geochemistry from 
its own work as well as from prospecting and mining companies. The data and 
information are available as analogue as well as in digital formats. 
2)Data and information include following matters 
 

 Geological map data( details such as number of 1:100,000 geological maps 
published by your department in recent 10 years and future plan of that if 
any) 25 geological maps with accompanying reports 

 Geological literature a lot of literature available. However many early 
reports of economic investigations are now out of stock 

 Library  the library acquires new publications every year, usually 
from other countries 

 Investigation data(geochemical, geophysical, survey notebook ) 
Very limited geochemical and geophysical surveys have been undertaken in 
the recent past by the department..  
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 Etc. 
Available data and staff for Japanese team if we will make geological maps, mineral 
occurrence map, mining concession map and GIS Data-Base and their ambition for 
them in the future 
All GSD staff potentially available for the project. But not all may possess the required 
expertise 
III.GIS, Sat-image interpretation 

 

1. General concern of GIS application 

1) Please specify current issues on geologic/mining information management or awareness of the 

issues as concretely as possible. 

Limited knowledge of and use of GIS; Limited GIS facilities at the department  

2) Please describe effects, or expected effects, to metal mining sector by utilizing GIS to facilitate 

geologic/mining information services. 

Easier integration of different types of geoscientific information 

3) Please describe concrete examples of GIS application in mining sector. 

Mineral potential mapping and area selection for prospecting 

2. Items to be compiled and managed in GIS 

Fill in the blank of Table 1. Please add rows with specified items to the table, if you have any other 

items to be considered. 

 

3. Facilities of GIS management 

Please describe current facilities for GIS management according to the following aspects. 

1) Computer (CPU, Memory, HDD, Operating system, etc) 

  

 Quantity HDD 

(GB)  

RAM 

(MB) 

Acquisition 

Year 

Operating 

System 

COMPAQ 

Pentium I 

1 10 96 1998 Win NT 

IBM Pentium 

IV 

1 40 (hard 

disk full) 

128 2000 Win 2000 

IBM Pentium 

IV 

1 20 (hard 

disk full) 

128 2000 Win XP 

HP Pentium 

IV 

1 120 256 2006 Win XP 
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2) Input/Output devices (Display, Printer, Scanner, Plotter, Digitizer, etc) 

 device quantity Operational status Acquisition Year 

HP LJ5000 printer 1 working 2000 

HP LJ4 printer 1 working 1994 

HP 450c plotter 1 Not working, requires repair 1999 

HP 750c plotter 1 Not working, requires repair 1998 

 

3) Software (GIS, Image analysis, Version, Distributor, etc) 

  

software version # of licences distributor 

MapInfo 6.5 1 

MapInfo 7.0 1 

Spatial Technology, South Africa 

Discover* 5 1 ENCOM Technology, Australia 

 The MapInfo licences are running on machines whose hard disks have filled up 

 The Discover software is an extension of MapInfo, giving extra functionality to Mapinfo  

4) Staff (Number, Education level, Special training skill, etc) 

 (As given out to you in the staff list) 

 

5) Others (Maintenance/Running cost of hardware and software, etc) 

The department does not currently have maintenance contracts for the hardware. There is no 

annual maintenance for any of the software. Three of the four PCs used for GIS work require 

replacement, as do the two plotters which don’t work. Actual running costs not known due 

non-operational state of some of the equipment like the plotters.  

 

4. GIS application in the other field 

Please describe examples of application of GIS in any other field than mining sector, for example 

agriculture, forestry, natural resources management, tourism etc. 

Environmental monitoring and management; land use management 

5. Opportunity of application of satellite images in geology 

Please describe examples of satellite images application in geologic mapping, mineral exploration 

and/or metal mining sector. 

Extraction of regional structures, alteration zones 

6. Education and/or training 

Please describe literacy situation and education system of GIS and Satellite image application 

according to the following categories. 

1) In general 
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Not every geoscientist in the department is conversant with GIS and Remote Sensing. There are 

some who have been exposed to GIS and Remote Sensing 

2) GIS application in geology/mining 

Literacy ranges from those geoscientists with no knowledge to two who are fully conversant with 

some software like ArcGIS 

3) Satellite image application / processing / interpretation in geology/mining 

Literacy ranges from those geoscientists with no knowledge to those fully conversant with some 

software like 3D Analyst, Image Analysis and Spatial Analyst extensions of ArcGIS. 
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Geological Survey Department 2003 Annual Report 3

1.0 Organisation and Structure 
The Geological Survey Department is one of the four departments under the jurisdiction 

of the Ministry of Mines and Minerals Development. The structure and organisation of 

the department is shown in figure 1.1. The department is headed by a director and has 

four sections: Administration, Economic Geology, Laboratories and Regional Mapping 

sections. 

2.0 Introduction 
The Department had no major government financed geological field programme because 

all the proposed projects which fell in the Capital projects in the draft 2003 budget were 

rejected by Ministry of Finance and National Planning. The only projects undertaken 

were technical co-operation with Czech Geological Survey. Under this co-operation two 

environmental study projects were undertaken.  

3.0 Staff 
Most of the senior positions were full in the establishment of the Department. However, 

some critical positions including those of documentalist, geologists, metallurgist, 

electronics engineer, seismologist, cleaners, drivers and watchmen were vacant. The 

position of documentalist is very critical in the data management of the department. He is 

responsible for overseeing the geological data archives, technical records and the Library. 

The electronics engineer is responsible for geophysical and seismic equipment. There is a 

shortage of drivers due to attrition over the years. The drivers form a critical support staff 

during fieldwork. Otherwise, the geologists have to perform dual roles of a professional 

and a driver. Watchmen at the remote seismic stations are critical because of the 

increased vandalism on the seismic equipment especially solar panels.    

3.1 Recruitment 
There was no recruitment in the year 2003 because the Department did not get the 
authority from Cabinet Office.  
 
3.2 Retirement 
Mr. Stuard Chifokolo, an Assistant Stores Officer, was retired in the nation’s interest on 

30th November 2003. 

 

－
 
79
 
－－79－



Geological Survey Department 2003 Annual Report 4

3.3 Resignations 
The new staff recruited was slowly settling in and consequently there were no 

resignations during the year. 

 
3.4 Staff Development 
The department continued in its quest to enhance the skills of members of staff. Three 

members of staff left for further studies abroad, these are Mr. Mbula Tindisa, a 

Technician, who got a scholarship to do a two year course in gemology in Germany; Mr. 

Chisonga Benny, a Geologist/Seismologist, left for his two year MSc programme in Ore 

Petrology at Rands Afrikaans University (RAU) in the Republic of South Africa; and Mr. 

Banda Marilo, a Geologist, was awarded the VLIR scholarship to pursue an MSc in 

Water Resources Engineering at Leuven in Belgium while one member of staff, Mr. 

Ndhlovu Felix, a Learner Cartographer, got admitted at University of Zambia to pursue a 

BSc. in Engineering. Miss Chungu Patricia, an Assistant Stores Officer, pursued a one-

year course (Jan – Dec) in Purchase and Supply at ZICAS under the sponsorship of the 

Zambia National Tender Board. 

 

The department facilitated the training of four members of staff in the 8-week (20th Oct – 

8th Dec) MSDP – EU sponsored short-course in Gemology at the University of Zambia. 

These are: Mr. Chilumbu Delax – Principal Metallurgist, Mr. Mwila Gerald – Geologist, 

Mr. Mwamba Kelvin C. – Geologist, and Mr. Kambikambi Patson – Senior Technician. 

Mr. Kunkuta E. C. a Senior Seismogram Analyst was sent for training in South Africa for 

a UNESCO organised, Germany Government sponsored short course (7th Sept – 15th Oct) 

in Seismology, Hazard Assessment and Risk Mitigation. 

 
Other members of staff were supported to attend workshops on various issues. These 

include: 

• The Ag. Director Mr. Liyungu K. A., Senior Geophysicist Mr. Lombe D. K., 

Senior Chemist Mr. Mumba L. and Administration officer Mr. Mugala K. 

who attended a management seminar organised by the Ministry on Annual 

Performance Appraisal System (APAS) from 9th –15th November in Ndola. 
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• Mr. Lombe D. K., Senior Geophyscist attended a workshop on 6th – 10th May 

in Norway and another one on 29th September – 10th October in the 

Netherlands 

• Messrs Dokowe A. P. and Mwila G. attended a British Geological Survey 

sponsored workshop on Metadatabase in South Africa from 3rd to 4th 

December. 

• Mr. Mwale M. attended a workshop on … sponsored by JICA on 12th May. 

• Mr. Chimanya K. C. attended a workshop on 8th – 10th January University of 

Zambia and Kansas University. 

• Messrs Chimanya K. C. and Ndhlovu R. attended a workshop 25th – 26th July 

sponsored hydrogeology by BGR – Germany. 

• Messrs Mumba L. and Mwembela C. attended a NUSESA workshop on AAS 

maintanance and repair (13th – 17th October at UNZA 

• Mr. Mwembela Constantino – Chemist, Ms. Mwanza Beverly - Metallurgist, 

Ms. Mubita Barbara - Secretary, and Mr. Nkole Gibson – Data Entry Clerk 

attended a ZANARA workshop for peer educators on HIV/AIDS (20th – 24th 

October) held at Manchinchi Bay Lodge in Siavonga. 

 
3.6 Deaths 
The department lost two members of staff. Mr. J. Banda, a Watchman, died on 6th March 

2003, while Mr. B. Sichone, a Field Survey Orderly, passed away on 15th August 2003.  

4.0 Major Programmes, Strategies and Extent of Execution 

4.1 Regional Mapping (F. M. Njamu, Ag. Chief Geologist) 
 

The was no regional geological mapping during the year because all the Capital Funding 

projects for the Department under which the mapping was falling were removed from the 

2003 Budget by Ministry of Finance and National Planning. 

4.2 Geophysics Unit (D. K. Lombe, Senior Geophysicist) 
 
Repair of communications link between the NDC VSAT and Vienna IDC 
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Renovations to the Geophysics Section by partitioning to create offices for the three 

station handymen and renovate the former seismogram analysis room to convert it to an 

office for Senior Geophysicist 

 

Hydrogeological Mapping and Ground Water Exploration 

Formulating a project proposal “Hydrogeological Mapping and Ground Water 

Exploration in Southern Province” with the Department of Water Affairs, University of 

Zambia, Geology Department. 

Extracted and printed magnetic maps for Chipata, Lumezi (Lundazi), and Sasare 

(Petauke) Areas for a geology student at the University of Zambia, Geology Department. 

The student was doing research on “Lithological and Magnetic Association of Gold 

Occurrences in Eastern Zambia”. 

Compiled the following project proposals to be funded under the Mining Sector 

Diversification Programme: 

• Evaluation of the potential authentication of emerald mineralisation in 

Northwestern Province. 

• Establishment of geophysics and geochemistry database. 

Our foreign co-operating partners made visits to Lusaka for the following purposes: 

• Expert from CTBTO came in April to fix the indoor equipment at N-192, 

Geophysics Section, GSD and conduct some testing of the seismic equipment at 

Kapopo. 

• Expert from USGS-ASL and CTBTO came in May to fix the equipment at 

Kapopo seismic station. 

• A meeting was held between Geophysics Section and USGS-ASL & CTBTO 

experts on 22nd May 2003 to discuss pertinent issues related to smmoth operations 

of the Lusaka seismic station and the National Data Centre and the establishment 

of linkages for seismic data and information transmission and exchange between 

the three institutions and between the Lusaka seismic station and the NDC at GSD. 

There was high frequency seismic noise associated with the seismic waveform records at 

Lusaka seismic station. 
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Compiling of individual mine reports for the mines visited during the 2001 Czech-GSD 

research in Kafubu emerald area in the Copperbelt 

 

13 – 28 June the Geophysics Section was involved, through the Senior Geophysicist, in 

the Environmental Research of the Kafubu Emerald Area in Ndola Rural in collaboration 

with the Czech Geological Survey geologists. During the same period some of the 

individual reports for the visited mines during the Lithological, Petrological and 

Geochemical Research of Beryl Mineralization in the Kafubu Emerald Area, Zambia, 

conducted in 2001 were distributed. 

 
4.3 Geochemistry Unit (B. Ng’uni) 
 

4.3.1 Processing of Geochemical Data for the Compilation of 

Geochemical Atlas of Zambia 
Processing of geochemical data to produce maps covering four (4) Quarter Degree Sheets 

was the main objective for the Geochemistry Unit. The Regional Mapping (RM) and 

Metalogenic Province (MP) samples had been analysed for seven (7) elements. The 

computer processing of the Geochemical data was done in the first 8 months of the year 

with the assistance of a former Senior Geochemist (A.P. Dokowe) now transferred to 

head the Industrial and Base Metals Unit of the Economic Section. The data is currently 

only in Geosoft software digital form on the geochemistry computer and on a backup disk. 

RM processed and re-processed geochemical data is available for the following areas: - 

 

GSD 

Geochemistry 

prefix 

Area Quarter 

Degree 

Sheet 

GSD 

Geochemistry 

prefix 

Area Quarter 

Degree 

Sheet 

04HB Namwala 1525B 05EB/05DD Solwezi / 

Tenke   

1226B 

/1126D

05EB Solwezi 1226B 05ED Solwezi 1226D 

08GB Mulungushi 1429B 08GC Mulungushi 1429C 
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08GD Mulugushi 1429D 

 

09GA Petauke 1430A 

10EB Mwanya 1231B 11BA Tunduma 0932A 

11DA Shiwangandu 1132A 11DC Shiwangandu 1132C 

11ED Mwanya 1232D 12EC Lundazi 1233C 

11EB Lundazi 1232B    

 

MP processed data is also available as combined data for all the sampled areas. 

The computer manipulation/processing of gechemical data is an on going exercise that 

depends on the requirements of the end users. The maps vary when some parameters are 

changed for the same element(s) (e.g gridding, concentration ratios, search radius or 

contour intervals) 

 

4.3.2 GSD and ‘Old Minex’ Sample Store Inventory 
The current state of samples in the geochemistry sample store at the GSD geochemical 

sample store is not in a desired condition. There is some order but in many places there is 

a possibility of contamination of one sample by another. To correct such a situation, 

inventory of samples was initiated. There is need to improve the documentation of 

samples are available in the store. Most of the samples have been sieved to –80mesh and 

only analysed for seven (7) elements namely Cu, Co, Pb, Zn, Mn, Fe and Ni except the 

samples covering Mwinilunga area that were analysed for forty-three elements. Absence 

of analytical data for the other elements justifies the importance of the inventory exercise 

should there be a need for reanalysis.  The other samples are at the former Minex office 

sample store.  At the old Minex sample store there is some relatively good order. The 

problem with the samples at the old Minex sample store is that analytical results are still 

on hard copies in various reports. 

 

Inventory of samples at the GSD geochemistry sample store is in progress. A total of 

5800 samples were counted up to the end of the year 2002. 2362 samples of the above 

counted samples have been entered into a new sample inventory database with the 
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following parameters for each sample: - Area code, Project code, Sample number, 

Sample type, Store location ID, Sieved size fraction and General comments. This 

information will later be merged with existing assay data and it will be of help to know 

which samples have been analysed and if need be, to know the available samples which 

can be reanalysed for other elements.  

Inventory of the old Minex sample store has not yet commenced but is expected to 

commence during the year 2003. 

 

4.3.3 Reorganisation of Geochemical Database 
The geochemistry database was transferred to a Pentium 4 IBM computer assigned to the 

Geochemistry Unit. Two backup disks have been created for the analytical data and 

inventory data for safe keeping in case a computer breaks down. The geochemistry data 

on the computer is stored as follows:- 
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4.3.4 Interpretation of Be and Cr Anomalies in NW Zambia In 

relation to Emerald Mineralisation 
Processing and interpretation of the geochemical stream sediments analytical results from 

the ERIPTA Project for beryllium (Br) and chromium (Cr) show two distinct anomalous 

areas in the NW Province. The areas could on a regional scale be considered prospective 

for emerald mineralisation but this has to be followed by detailed geological, geophysical 

and geochemical orientation surveys. The two area include: - 
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• The Lumwana West area on the NE part of the Kabompo Done mainly covered by 

Basement Complex rocks and bound by UTM  280000mE to 330000mE and 

8670000mN to 8710000mN. 

• The Mwinilunga area covered by Lower Kundelungu rocks and bound by UTM 

200000mE to 240000mE and 8670000nN to 8720000mN. 

The above anomalous Cr and Be areas from stream sediment considered in this case 

generally represent those areas above 70 ppm Cr and above 3ppm for Be. It is also 

evident that there is no correlation between the two elements. However even the Ndola 

Rural area with proven emerald mineralisation does not show correction of Cr and Be. 

(Seifert, A.V., Vra’na, S., Zacek, V., 2002)  

Below are summary statistics for the two elements in the NW Province: - 

  

 Cr_2ppm 

Det. Limit 

Be_1ppm 

Det. Limit 

Minimum 1 0.1 

Maximum 1191 11 

Mean 48.62 0.57 

Geo. 

Mean 

23.96 0.21 

Median 25.11 0.10 

Mode 11.02 0.10 

Std Dev. 59.51 0.95 

Std Err. 1.05 0.13 

Skewness 4.17 2.93 

Kutosis 51.33 14.5 
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4.5 Economic Geology 
The Economic Section undertook three projects last year. Two of these were 
environmental projects under the co-operation with the Czech Geological Survey. These 
are Impact assessment of mining of beryl mineralisation on the environment in the 
Kafubu area; Problems and Solutions, Zambia and the Impact assessment of Mining and 
Processing of copper and cobalt ores on the environment of the Copperbelt. The third 
project was the Chinese Embassy geological engineering site investigation. 
 
4.5.1 Impact assessment of mining of beryl on the environment 
in the Kafubu area 
 
The fieldwork was undertaken in the Kafubu area where the beryl mining is done. The 
study indicated there is extensive damage to environment, fauna and flora because of the 
large excavations that are done during. The detailed information is contained in the 
publication on the same. 
 
4.5.2 Impact assessment mining and processing of copper and 
cobalt ores on the environment of the Zambian Copperbelt 
 
The Zambia Geological Survey Department, The Geology Department, School of Mines 
in collaboration with the Czech Geological Survey did soil, stream sediment, agricultural 
products and water sampling on the Copperbelt. The project aims to assess the overall 
environmental impact of copper cobalt mining and metallurgical processing on the 
environment. The project will assess the effects acidic emissions to the environment, 
environmental scarring, possibility of water pollution, contamination to agricultural 
produce. The project is still ongoing and will end in 2006. The results of the project will 
come after 2006.       
 
4.5.3 Geological engineering site investigations at the Chinese 
Embassy Plot 
 
The geological engineering site investigations were done at the plot of the Chinese 
Embassy in Lusaka. This was done in order to ascertain the suitability of the plot to build 
on. A comprehensive study of the plot was done covering geological mapping, pitting 
and logging, geophysical studies and soil rock engineering properties.   
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 4.6 Laboratories 

 4.7 Mineral Dressing Laboratory (J. M. Zulu, Ag Senior 
Metallurgist) 
 
4.7.1 Diatomaceous Earth Treatment 
At the request of Mr. C. Wamulwange, a preliminary evaluation was carried out to 

separate siliceous material from clay (Diatomaceous Earth) to achieve a product 

specification of less than 3% silica. The testwork programme included natural flotation 

(without addition of reagents), sedimentation and cycloning. While flotation results were 

poor, preliminary results for sedimentation and cycloning were encouraging. The work 

was however, not concluded due to persistent interference and unilateral change of the 

testwork programme by the client. 

4.7.2 Tumbling Drum for Surface Cleaning of Quartz 
The Section was initially requested to test whether it was possible to clean and polish 

quartz stone /rock surfaces using available laboratory facilities. After preliminary tests it 

was confirmed that the work could be done although constraints, which included low 

capacity and inappropriate materials of construction for the available units, were 

recognised. A portable tumbling unit was therefore designed to meet the desired 

processing rate of 2.4 tonnes per day.  

4.7.3 Rehabilitation/ Upgrading of Metallurgical Laboratory 
Due to lack of funds, no progress was made on this project. In an effort to            source 

alternative funding, a bid was submitted to the Performance Improvement Fund in 2002 

but no feedback was received. However, a Project Proposal was submitted to the Mining 

Sector Diversification Programme (MSDP) for consideration. 
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4.7.4 GSD/ECZ Environmental Inspection of Dunrobin Gold 

Mine 
A report on the first sampling campaign to assess the environmental impact of cyanide 

around the closed Dunrobin Mine was issued in 2002. However, due to constraints 

encountered with chemical analysis after the first campaign, another sampling exercise 

was recommended but no further communication was received from the Environmental 

Council of Zambia. 

4.7.5 Scrap Metal Inspections 
Scrap metal inspections were carried out as per agreed schedules with clients throughout 

the year.  

4.8 Chemical Laboratory (L. Mumba, Senior Chemist and C. 
Mwembela, Chemist) 

 
 

4.9 Mineralogical and Petrological Laboratories (F. 
Chibesakunda, Geologist) 

 

The Mineralogy/Petrology laboratory provides an insight into the geology through 

mineral, rock and core data acquisition and processing to the department and the public. 

It is a support unit for the Department as it forms the focus of the mineral, rock and core 

analysis to complete and complement the field geological work. It consists of the 

Mineralogy /Petrology laboratory, rock and core stores, and the geological museum.  

 

The laboratory is involved in the rock cutting to prepare mineral thin sections for further 

studies. The laboratory has the cutting and lapping equipment, which have been operating 

below the capacity for sometime now. This is due to finished blades and accessories. The 

section was capable of handling internal and external assignments for thin and polished 

mineral sections. However, this is not the case and worse is the fact that the ornamental 

slab orders for our clients cannot be met. 
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4.9.1 Museum 
This is another important part of the unit that provides general geological processes that 

occurred in Zambia and hosts local and some international rock and mineral specimens. It 

is open to the public, especially students and investors. It has been undergoing 

rehabilitation for a year now and restocking with minerals. The upgrading process is slow 

due to inadequate funds. 

4.9.2 Core and Rock stores 
The core and rock stores are well stocked with rocks and cores collected over time in the 

country. This part of the unit is vital and will need upgrading and restocking as well to 

suit the required standards. The core shed is housed in the metallurgical unit and hence 

the interference during peak hours. The rock store is almost full and will need extension 

for anticipated field work next year. 

The section remains an important pillar of the department for it makes the research work 

complete and as such it should be given the attention it deserves. 

 

4.10 Information Unit/Technical Records (R. Simonda, Library 
Assistant) 
 

The position of documentalist was still vacant during the year because the Department 

did not get the authority to employ from Cabinet Office. This scenario meant that the 

Technical Records Office continued to be understaffed. Consequently, the data 

management of the Department was affected. The record services provided to the 

members of the public, exploration and mining companies was not to the desired quality 

because of the aforementioned. 

Despite the staff shortfall, the unit continued to provide information to members of the 

public, mining and exploration companies and the government departments and 

ministries.  

Termites affected the library and the Department was in the process of identifying a 

service provider to eradicate the termites. 
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5.0 Major Constraints 
The major constraints continued to be poor funding and old unserviceable equipment. 

Geological mapping and other economic mineral appraisal programmes included in the 

draft 2003 budget were not approved by the Ministry of Finance and National Planning.   

There were vacant positions to in the Department. The positions are critical to the smooth 

running of the Department. These include geologists, senior metallurgist, documentalist, 

chemist, registry clerk, drivers and some watchmen. 

 

6.0 Proposed Solutions  
The Department put up a number of project proposals to the European Union under the 

Mining Sector Diversification Programme (MSDP) and Czech Geological Survey and the 

Zambia Geological Survey co-operation. The Department also lobbied Ministry of 

Finance and National Planning to consider the importance of the Geological Survey 

Department programmes to the economic growth and asked for improved funding in 

order for it to execute its statutory functions. 

The Department sought for permission through the Ministry of Mines and Minerals to 

recruit the critical staff.  

  

References 
(Seifert, A.V., Vra’na, S., Zacek, V. 2002. Lithological, geochemical and petrological 

research of beryl mineralization in the Kafubu Area, Zambia).  
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