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4-2 Explanation of Draft Report 
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5. Other Relevant Data 
 
5-1 Social Condition related to the Project 
 
(1) Number of tourists and tourism revenue 

 
In 2004, approximately 4.63 million tourists visited Bulgaria from abroad. The number of 
tourists has been increasing with the growth of 14% from 2003 to 2004. 
 

Number of tourists to Bulgaria 
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Number of Tourists to Bulgaria 2,785,079 3,185,684 3,433,276 4,047,863 4,629,854

　Growth (since a year before) 14.38% 7.77% 17.90% 14.38%

　For  Tourism and Recreation 2,354,052 2,755,717 2,992,590 3,531,567 4,010,326

  Growth (since a year before) 17.06% 8.60% 18.01% 13.56%

  Other purposes 431,027 429,967 440,686 516,296 619,528

  Growth (since a year before) -0.25% 2.49% 17.16% 19.99%

（Source: Department "National Policy of Tourism" , Ministry of  Culture)  
 
The largest number of tourists going to Bulgaria is from Greece, totaling 707 thousand in 
2004; 566 thousand from Germany, 259 thousand from the United Kingdom, and 233 
thousand from Macedonia followed. The proportion of the number of tourists to Bulgaria 
from EU countries has shown a sharp increase; from 10.8% in 1996 to 48.1% in 2004.  
According to Bulgarian Association of Travel Agents, tourists from Japan totaled 95 thousand 
(as of November 2005), and the increase was 13%. 
 

Number of Tourists from Each Country 

EU Total Greek Germany UK Macedonia Russia

Number of Tourists 235,848 44,625 104,000 32,044 - -

Ratio 10.8% 2.0% 4.7% 1.5% - -

Number of Tourists 1,930,429 707,453 565,337 259,092 223,031 120,523

Ratio 48.1% 17.6% 14.1% 6.5% 5.6% 3.0%

（Source: Department "National Policy of Tourism" , Ministry of  Culture)

1996

2004

  
Also according to Bulgarian Association of Travel Agents, 75% of the tourism revenue 
depends on stays and recreation at the coast of the Black Sea; 18% of it is from cultural and 
historical tourism. The tourism revenue itself increased 20% from 2003 to 2004. 
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Change of the tourism revenue (foreign tourists)  

Year 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Revenue (million Euro) 868.7 881.0 1,168.4 1,084.0 1,203.1 1,460.0 1,746.3

Yearly Growth （％） 1.4% 32.6% -7.2% 11.0% 21.4% 19.6%

（Source: Department ”Prognoses and Analyses in Tourism” Ministry of Culture）  
Note: the amount of the revenue does not include transportation expenses. 

 
(2) Tourist industry by region 

 
The number of tourists to Sofia, the capital, is approximately 580 thousand (250 thousand 
from Bulgaria and 330 thousand from abroad). The further the distance of the place from the 
capital, the smaller the number of tourists; Plovdiv has approximately 170 thousand visitors 
(100 thousand domestic and 70 thousand from abroad), Kazanlak has 25 thousand (18 
thousand and 7 thousand), and Haskovo has 10 thousand (8 thousand and 2 thousand). 
 

Number of Tourist and Revenue from Tourism by municipalities 

Name of Cities Bulgarians Foreigners Total Foreigners Total

Sofia 255,321 326,720 582,041 61,185,661 75,516,967 78,615,049

Plovdiv 102,227 75,214 177,441 6,040,074 10,887,805 11,381,541

Kazanlak 18,379 7,159 25,538 301,177 839,806 939,945

Haskovo 8,448 1,894 10,342 171,080 526,263 527,460

（Source: Department "National Policy of Tourism" , Ministry of  Culture

Number of Tourists
Tourism Revenue

Revenue from Stays

 
 
The tourist industry in Bulgaria has not recognized the tourism resources in Haskovo County, 
and as a result the region is off the tourist route. However, Haskovo Municipality has been 
actively promoting its tourism resources, based on the fact that the number of tourists to 
Bulgaria has been increasing. 

 
(3) Visitors to museums 

 
There were 27 museums in Sofia as of 2002. The total number of visitors is approximately 
820 thousand, averaging 31 thousand visitors per year. There are 14 museums in Plovdiv, 
averaging 12 thousand visitors per year. Kazanlak has the tomb of Seuthus III, which is open 
to the public and it attracted approximately 25 thousand visitors between October 2004 and 
October 2005. Most of the visitors come in the summer. 
On the other hand, though Haskovo has 6 museums, the number of visitors between 1999 and 
2002 decreased from 40 thousand to 24 thousand. The average number of visitors in 2004 was 
4 thousand. In 2004, 5.5 thousand people visited the Haskovo Historical Museum. The 
number of visitors to this museum has been the same for these five years. 
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Number of Visitors to Museums 

No of Museums No of Visitors
Average No of

Visitors per museum
No of Museums No of Visitors

Average No of
Visitors per museum

Sofia City 30 1,921,351 64,045 27 825,000 30,556

Plovdiv County 14 2,013,380 143,813 14 168,000 12,000

Starazagora County
(including Kazanlak)

14 282,160 20,154 14 243,000 17,357

Haskovo Country 6 40,099 6,683 6 24,000 4,000

（Source：National Statistics Institute）

1999 2002

 
 
(4) The use of cultural and historical resource from the educational point of view 

 
According to the educational system of Bulgaria, the elementary level is the 1st to 4th year, 
the secondary is the 5th to 8th, and the senior is the 9th to 12th, and most of the schools 
consist of those three levels. In Haskovo Municipality, there are 36 elementary schools, 23 
high schools, 7 professional technical schools and 2 colleges. 
The subject of “Humans and Society” includes history and the hours used for this subject 
are as follows; 31 hours for 3rd and 4th grades, 51 hours for 5th and 6th grades, 71 hours 
for 11th grade. The students at these grades learn history, including the topic of Thracian 
culture. The ratio of Thracian culture accounting in the textbook of “Human and Society” is 
about 10%. 
In the history curriculum, it is mandatory for the students to visit museums. Except for the 
8th grade, most of the schools have school trips to cultural and historical sites. The students 
visit those sites usually by bus and the number can be from several 10 to 50. 
According to the Ministry of Education, the popular sites of the school trips are monasteries, 
such as the Rila Monastery, the Bachkovo Monastery and the Rozhen Monastery, historical 
places, such as the Cultural and Historic Site in the Old Part of Plovidiv, Historic Hub of 
Sofia and Tsarevets Palace Complex in Veliko Tarnovo, and museums of Bulgaria’s 
reconstruction period in Karlovo, Kalofer, Sopot and Kotel. 
The historical education in college depends on each college and faculty. The archaeological 
department of Sofia University implements 20-day field studies for each 1st to 3rd year 
student. In the field study, the students excavate and investigate excavations related to 
prehistory days, Thracian days, and the medieval days. The sites of the field studies are not 
determined by the student but the colleges. Apart from the field study, the curriculum of the 
college includes visits and studies at museums in and around Sofia, the Archaeological 
Institute with museum as the Bulgarian Academy of Science, and the National Museum of 
History. 
The Haskovo Historical Museum opens seminars by the museum guides and history experts 
in a seminar room whose capacity is 100 people. Depending on the contents of the seminar, 
colleges and research institutions support the study. It also holds a two-hour seminar 
regarding archaeology every Friday and the total of 52 people (students and others those 
who are interested in archaeology) have attended. 
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Popular Sites of the School Trips in the History Curriculum 
 
(5) The status of Thracian culture in Bulgaria 

 
According questionnaire results, although about 50% of people know the characteristics of 
Thracian culture and the Alexandrovo tomb, only 23% know the period of it. This number is 
not so appreciable despite the fact that the Thracian culture is included in the subject of 
history as well as other educational curricula such as literature. 
 

Recognition of Thracian Culture (mark all that apply) 
Period Excavated Site Characteristic Museum Alexandrovo Tomb

Male 22.1% 52.2% 47.8% 36.3% 47.8%

Female 24.1% 56.7% 49.2% 46.0% 44.4%

Total 23.3% 55.0% 48.7% 42.3% 45.7%  
  （Source: the questionnaires for Bulgarians during the Basic Study of the Project） 
 
(6) The expected role of the Project facility 

 
According to questionnaire results, not only the people in Bulgaria but also the tourists from 
abroad to Bulgaria have a high interest in visiting the project site. As Thracian culture gained 
prosperity in the current land of Bulgaria as well as its neighboring counties, it is foreseen to 
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have tourists from these neighboring countries. The contents of the facility are highly 
expected with the exhibitions of relics, the tomb, and seminars. 

  
Interest in the Museum Center and its Expected Contents 

Exhibition of
the tomb

Exhibition of
the relics

Seminars

Male 81.4% 70.8% 70.8% 48.7% 93.8%

Female 88.2% 68.4% 85.0% 64.2% 88.2%

Total 85.7% 69.3% 79.7% 58.3% 90.3%

Male 82.1% 42.9% 51.8% 33.9% -

Female 62.5% 45.8% 58.3% 29.2% -

Total 76.3% 43.8% 53.8% 32.5% -

Expectations for the
promotion of the
tourist industry

Bulgarian

Foreigner

Expectations for the Museum CenterInterest in the
visit to the

museum center

  

（Source: the questionnaires for Bulgarians during the Basic Study of the project） 
 

(7) Recommendations 
 
In light of the tourist industry in Haskovo and the tendency of the visitors to museums, the 
active participation of the Bulgarian side will be necessary for securing visitors and 
contribution to the local economy. Haskovo County, especially Alexandrovo village is 
interested in the tourist industry and the number of tourists and the revenue from it in 
Bulgaria has been increasing. The potential to increase those numbers are still high. The 
following items can be implemented for this purpose. 

• A tour basing Plovdiv, which visits Cultural and Historic Site in the Old Part of 
Plovdiv, Perperek site, Bachkovo Monastery, or a tour include visits to Kazanlak 
and Sveshtary will be produced (it could be named “Thracian road”). Perperek site 
is 25km away from Haskovo found in Kardzali, Rodopi Mountain. 

• The Sveshtary site has been promoting itself in the exhibition targeting tourists 
twice a year. As the Alexandrovo tomb is not well known, an effective promotion is 
necessary. It is important for not only Haskovo Municipality but also the Ministry of 
Culture and NIMC to implement an active promotion in order to increase the 
visitors to the Alexandrovo tomb.  
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5-2 Topographic Survey Report 
 

 
Topographic Survey Report of Construction Site for Museum Center 
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Topographic Survey Report of the Project Site (1/2) 
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Topographic Survey Report of the Project Site (2/2) 
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5-3 Geological Survey Report 
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6. Reference 
 

No. Title Media 
Original
/Copy 

Organization Year

1 Legislation and Institutions 
(Ministry of Culture) 

Document Copy   

2 Organization Chart of the Ministry of 
Culture 

Document Copy  2005

3 Regulation No. 5/14 May 1998 on the 
Disignatio  of Immovable cultural 
Monuments 

Document Copy Ministry of 
Culture 

2001

4 List of the Exhibits- 
Haskovo Historical Museum 

Document Copy   

5 Alexandrovo Tomb - Section Document Copy   

6 Alexandrovo Tomb - Plan Document Copy   

7 Bulgarian Goblin Book Original   

8 Bulgarian Diplomatic Review Book Original  2005

9 Tour BG  Book Original  2005

10 Haskovo (Guide) Book Original   

11 Haskovo (Guide) Book Original   

12 Travel leaflet Book Original DM Travel Ltd.  

13 Summary of JICA Bulgaria Office Document Copy JICA 2005

14 Latest  information of Bulgaria for Short 
term Visitors  

Document Copy JICA 2005
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