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9. BBRRAELRAREER

KEYNOTE ADDRESS AT JAPAN INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION
AGENCY (JICA) INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON SUSTAINABLE /
SELF-RELIANT AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND POVERTY
REDUCTION IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

: 2nd-5% APRIL 2002

Mr. Chairman;

Your Excellency (ies);

JICA Representatives from Sister African Countries;
Invited Parficipants;

Ladies and Gentlemen:

[ am delighted to be invited to participate in this all-important
- International Conference. Firstly because, the choice of topics for
discussion touch on the elements that are essential for securing food
security for all our peéple: the conference, as I understand, is due to
discuss ways to achieve sustainable, self-reliant, rural development and
poverty reduction. Secondly, I am delighted to participate in this
conference in order to express the appreciation of the Government: Pf
Ghana to the Government of Japan for the valuable assistance that it has
given towards the attainment of food security and poverty reduction in
Ghana. 1 share this feeling with hope and trust that the fruitful
cooperation that has existed between us and for that matter, other sister
African countries will continue to grow. I wish to assure JICA and all our
development partners that. we shall continue to make judicious use of
resources and adopt sound policies and priorities that witl improve food
security and reduce poverty among our people. |
The new Government of Ghana, on assumption of office paused to
reflect on where we have come from 'and ‘have now chatted the way
forward through a consultative process and developed the Food and

Agricultural Sector Development Policy (FASDEP). The document
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provides a broad framework out of which detailed projects will be
developed. Implementation of these projects will be within the Sector
~ Wide Approach to which all our developing partners will participate.
ufge JICA and all our development partners to ‘buy’ into this ﬁblicy

framework.

The policy identifies the following key functions for the Ministry
of Food and Agriculture:
¢ Ensure food security;
o Facilitate the production of raw material for industry;
¢ Facilitate the production of agricultural commodities for export;

e Facilitate efficient input/output marketing system.

Activities to achieve these objectives are being implemented
through the Agricultural Services Sub-sector investment Programme

(AGSSIP) that has attracted substantial investment in the following areas:

Research and effective technology transfer;

Support to technical functions of MOFA.

» Empowering farmer organisations and

Improvement in agricultural education and infrastructure.

Mr. 'Chairmén, the policy recognises that sustainable food security
and poverty reduction can be obtained through a combination of factors.
Prominent among them are:

» Increased production through increase in crop yield; and
s Availability of ready market for products.
On annual basis, the Ministry of Food and Agriculture develops its

strategic plan and sets targets for the planned period.
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The annual strategic plan broadly addresses the following areas:

1.0

2.0
3.0
4.0
5.0
6.0
7.0
8.0
9.0
10.0
11.0

Increased food security and the productivity of farmers
through the provision of:
Improved seeds

Improved use of existing trrigation facility

Expansion of irrigation infrastructure — (JICA is active here)
Facilitation of land preparation — (JICA/ KR2 equipment)
Improved indigenous small ruminants

Improved poultry products

Creation of ready markets

Promotion of internal marketing

Promotion of value addition

Reduction of post harvest losses

Promotion of efficient packaging

Improved transportation

Pricing, standardisation and quality control

Facilitate production of raw material for industry
Facilitate production of raw materials for export.

Promote the development of viable farmer-based
organisations

I wish to share some tit-bits with you on some of the problems

confronting us, and how we hope to address them:

1.

Sustainable Self Reliant Agriculture

Requirements: - sotl, water, seeds/planting materials all of

which are readily available or can be produced locally;
Land Preparation: - machines and research;

Harvest and Post-harvest handling: - machines and research;
Processing: - machines and research;

Packaging: ~ machines and research;
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.

Marketing: - (Improved internal trade)

Down Stream: - to obtain ZERO WASTE in processing.

Rural Development

The concentration of development in the cities.

Solution: - to provide the basic necessities of life, e.g. food,
clothing, shelter, water etc. with support elements like roads,
electricity, schools, hospitals, entertainment centres, markets

etc. 1s very vital.

Attempts at Decentralisation to Local/Area Councils
Lack of amenities to attract qualified people for planning;

Difficult attempt to train the locals in planning.

Solutions:

Provide amenities to attract qualified people;
Develop economic activities; and

Take one area at a time, and do it well.

Poverty Reduction
Poverty arises from the inability to assess human needs, like

housing, education, health, food, clothing etc.

Solution

The solution is closely linked with rural development and

agriculture because the poorest in the society could be found

among those in the rural areas and farmers.

The following steps could be taken to help solve the poverty

situation:

- Create jobs through Agriculture and Agri-business;
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- Build settlements that are closely linked to agricultural
activities and settlers given enough time, probably up
to 25 years to pay for the services.

Resources should not be distributed in small quantities to

cover a large number of people.

Mr. Chairman, we have set very ambitious tasks for ourselves. Our
efforts have begun to show results. For example, the quality of our rice

has improved and marketing strategies are being developed.
I wish finally to thank the Government of Japan for the practical
support that has been extended to us and also wish you fruitful

deliberations at this conference.

Thank you for the opportunity to share my ideas with you.
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Fig. 2 SUA Methodology (NOW-type)
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1. LAUNCHING OF SCSRD

The SUA Centre for Sustainable’Rural Development
(SCSRID) was officially launched an Lst Iuly, 1999 with
support fram the Government of Japarn, through Japan
International Cooperation Agency (JICA), under the
Project Type Technical Covperation. The proposal
establish the SCSRD was officially approved by the
University Council at its 57th meeting held on 9th
Septfz:ﬁb&}.‘, 1998. The idea to establish the Centre is in
keeping with the mission of SUA as specified in the
Act establishing the University, as well as SUA’s
Corporate Strategic Plan {o the Year 2005 and Beyond.

2. PURPOSE

The purpose of the Centre is to improve the capacity
of SUA as a national learning institution, to develop
and test participatory rural development approaches and
stralegies, which could lead to sustainable rural
development.  Specifically, the Centre will facilitaie
four basic functions in the rural development
activities:

(i)  To understand the reality of the rural areas,

(i) To implement specific sustainable rural
development actions at selected sites in
Tanzania as a way of gaining practical
experiences, which can be disseminated to
vther areas in the country,

{iil} To ultimately establish a methodology for
carrying out sustainable rural development
programmes appiicable in Tanzania,

{iv) To act as a centre for networking, publishing,
exchanging information, providing advice or
consultancy, training, and other similar
activities aiming at prometing the principles
and practices of sustainable rural
development.

It is expected that through the Centre, SUA stafl will
be able to coordinate tmportant aspects of rural
development research and other programmes in the
country and at the same time be able to develop, test
and refine a rural development approach that would
bring about sustainable development in the Country,

3. ORGANISATION
The Centre is manned by a small team of core stafl
headed by a Director, but most of iis research and
development activities will be undertaken through the
invelvement of academic staff from different
Departiments and Institutes within STA, who will be
affiliated to the Centre according to the activities to be
underlaken. The Centre will therefore offer
oppertunitics to members of staff who are interested
to parficipate in (is activities within the programme
framework to be developed by the core staff) [nitially,
the aciivities of the Centre fall under three sections
(Tig.1);

& Socic-cconomy

¢ Resource management, and

e Enviropmental conservation,
An Information Unit will also be established
as a resource centre for staff, students and
communities interested in rural development.

4. 8UA METHODOLOGY

The Cenire will endeavour to develop an approach
which recognizes the people’s biophysical strategies
such as bio-diversity, micro-environments, mualti-
purpeses and socio-economic strategies such as mutual
cooperation, social sceurity cte. Such an approach
(SUA Methodelogy) will initially be developed, tested
and refined in two model sites, L.e. in the Matengo
Highlands of Mbinga District and the Uluguru
Mountains of Morogoro Rural District, before it can
be applicd on a larger scale. SUA Methodology is at
present shown in Fig.2 as a NOW-type.

R e 4 0kt i s S St o R i k2 e
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5. COLLABORATION/LINK AGES

The Centre will therefore work very closely with the
Ministries of Science Technology and Higher
Education, Agriculture and Food Security, Community
Pevelopment, Women Affairs and Children, other
public institutions, NGO's, private entrepreneurs and
other communities in Tulfllling its mandate. Tr: the long
rig, it is envisaged to function as a regional centre,
through the cocrdination of various sustainable rural
development initiatives in the Eastern and Southern
African region, and acting as a resource and training
centre for the region.

M EHERANGY NS FEAa PEY AT BEa T nanmzen
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Fig. 1 BCSRD Organization Chart
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