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1 TOPOGRAPHY 
1.1 General 

Topographic structure is diverse in Vietnam, with three constituent parts; mountains, plains 

and sea, resulting from cycles of tectonic activity and at the same time exposed to the 
effects of a humid monsoon climate. Each of the constituent parts is characterized as 
described hereunder. 

1.2 Hills and Mountains 

Hills and mountains cover up to three – quarters of Vietnam’s land area, the result of 

tectonic movements. Approximately 85% of mountains are under 1,000m in height, those 
above 2,000m constituting only 1%. The mountain system in Vietnam appears as a 
continuation of the Van Quy plateau running in the southeasterly direction for 1,400km 
from Don Van plateau to eastern Nam Bo and is derived into two inclines running in a 
straight line along the Red River valley. 

The mountain system is divided into regions, namely northeast, northwest and northern and 
southern Truong Son Range. 

The succeeding maps and explanations present further details of the mountain system of 
Vietnam. 
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Source: Geography of Vietnam  
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1.2.1 Mountain System (1) in Northeast Region 

In the Northeast is an area of low mountains mostly 600-700m high, the highest peak being 
Tay Con Linh at 2,419m, and the lowest being the area of coastal plain in Mong Cai. High 
mountain ranges are generally concentrated along the Sino-Vietnamese border and the 
altitude decreases gradually as one move towards the sea.   

A feature of the orographic structure of the northeast is that the mountain range forms an 
arc with its convex edge facing eastwards at Tam Dao and the other opening on to the 
territory of South China. Between the plateau (mainly limestone) and the sea areas formed 
by the Gam, Ngan Son, Bac Son, and Dong Trieu Rivers, flowing in the same directions as 
the Paleozoic and Mesozoic formations of the region. Between the mountain ranges are 
valleys dotted along rivers flowing in the same direction (Chay, Lo and Gam Rivers) and in 
some small plains. In the waters off Vietnam thousands of islands also form an arc parallel 
to the Dong Trieu. 
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