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PREFACE 

In response to a request from the Royal Government of the Kingdom of Cambodia, the 

Government of Japan decided to conduct the Study on Regional Development of the 

Phnom Penh – Sihanoukville Growth Corridor in the Kingdom of Cambodia, and 

entrusted the study to the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA). 

JICA selected and dispatched a study team to the Kingdom of Cambodia over the period 

of one year from February 2002 to February 2003.  The Study team consists of Nippon 

Koei Co., Ltd., the International Development Center of Japan, and KRI International 

Corporation, and is headed by Mr. Koji Yamada of Nippon Koei Co., Ltd.  

The team held discussions with the officials concerned of the Royal Government of 

Cambodia, and conducted field surveys in the study area.  Upon returning to Japan, the 

team conducted further studies and prepared this final report.  

I am confident that this report will not only contribute to the economic development of 

Cambodia, but also to the enhancement of friendly relationship between our two 

nations.

Finally, I wish to express my sincere appreciation to the officials concerned of the Royal 

Government of Cambodia for their cooperation and friendship extended to the study. 

June, 2003 

Takao Kawakami 

President

Japan International Cooperation Agency 



June, 2003 

Mr. Takao Kawakami 
President
Japan International Cooperation Agency 
Tokyo, Japan 

Subject: Letter of Transmittal

Dear Sir, 

We are pleased to submit herewith the Final Report of the “The Study on Regional 
Development of the Phnom Penh – Sihanoukville Growth Corridor in the Kingdom of 
Cambodia”.  This study was entrusted to Nippon Koei Co., Ltd. in association with 
International Development Center of Japan, and KRI International Corporation, under a 
contract with Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), during the period from 
February 2002 to June 2003.  The Report consists of Executive Summary, Main Report and 
Appendix.

This Study presents the goals and strategies necessary to improve the economic condition of 
the Growth Corridor area, encompassing the areas of Phnom Penh, Sihanoukville and five 
provinces in between.  The Growth Corridor area is expected to play the role of the engine 
of economic development of Cambodia.  As one of the urgent project, the Study proposed a 
special promotion zone in Sihanoukville to attract foreign investment and promote domestic 
enterprises in parallel.  This will be a first step to the diversification of export industries, 
leading to better use of locally available resources for sustainable development of Cambodia.  

We would like to take this occasion to express our sincere gratitude to JICA and the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs for providing an opportunity to conduct this Study.  We are also the most 
grateful for the cooperation, guidance and assistance of the Steering Committee and the 
Working Group in the Royal Government of the Kingdom of Cambodia, the JICA Cambodia 
office, the Embassy of Japan in Cambodia and the international donors represented in 
Cambodia that share the same goal of improving the economic condition of Cambodia.  The 
Final Report is a fruit of excellent collaboration of all stakeholders in this Study. 

We hope that this report will contribute to improve the economic conditions in the Growth 
Corridor and all over Cambodia. 

Yours Faithfully, 

Koji YAMADA 
Team Leader, JICA Study Team for 
the Study on Regional Development of  
the Phnom Penh – Sihanoukville Growth Corridor 
in the Kingdom of Cambodia
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