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CHINA DAILY

Japan helps
develop
China’s
cities

By MENG YAN
China Daily staff

China and Japan will work
together to devise strategic de-
velopment plans for medium-
sized cities in the nation’s hin-
terland. '

The Department of Regional
Economy of the State Develop-
ment Planning Commission and
the Japan International Co-op-
eration Agency (JICA) yesterday
exchanged notes on a planned
two-year survey in five cities in
western China. : :

The five cities are Huaihu
of Central China’s Hunan Prov-
ince, Yuxi and Dali of Southwest
China’s Yunnan Province, and
Dujiangyan and Deyang of
Southwest China’s Sichuan
Province. .

The survey will focus on the
cities’ development strategies
and long-term economic growth

"and development forecasts.

“It is a major move to help
China narrow the development
gap between its coastal areas and
the western region,” said Zhou.
Mugzhi, associate professor of To- '

‘kyo Keizai University: Zhou has.

been engaged in a Sino-Japanese
survey of China's coastal cities
over the past three years.

That survey focused on help-
ing coastal areas of China com-’
pete with the outside world
while the one launched yester-
day will help the vast west hin-
terland cateh up economically to
the coastal cities. :

“It is a symbol that Japan’s
official development assistance
has shifted its focus from the
relatively developed coastal area
to the western region of China,’
said Okazaki Yuji, managing di-
rector of Social Development
Study Department of JICA.

The Japanese and Chinese
experts will carry out field stud-
ies, hold seminars and train lo-
cal officials as part of their sur-
vey work, said Du Ping, direc-
tor of the Institute of Spatial
Planning and Regional Economy
with the State Development
Planning Commission.
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