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SUMMARY of REPORT

The objective of this report is to clarify the present status and near future trend of the
development aids for developing countries with respect to medium to long term programs for
earthquake disaster mitigation and post earthquake recovery. All the foreign assistance and
cooperation should be carried out in order to respond and fit to the needs of developing countries
under the world-wide consensus, which is the primary motivation and objectives of this report.
The research is conducted by literature survey in Japan and by World Wide Web surfing on the
available documents in the donor countries as well as by collecting the information from many
individuals in charge of the thematic fields in the earthquake prone developing countries. Reports
by collaborators in USA, Australia and Europe are used as helpful references. Research period is

6 months from the beginning of June, 1999. The contents of the report are summarized as bellow:

In spite of the short period of the last half-century, Japan islands have been suffering many and
diverse natural hazards, namely, earthquakes, typhoons, heavy rainfalls, floods, landslides and
volcanic eruptions. One natural hazard caused the other types of hazard. Serious damages due to
these causative and consequent hazards were, when occurred, inevitable in the early stage under
the chaotic situation of Japan after the World War II. Loss of human lives and properties were
enormous. At that time, the great deals of assistance from abroad were offered in the form of
emergency rescues, short and long-term loans with additional in-kind relieves. Emergency
rescues and recoveries from these damages largely owed to the foreign aids. More over, until the
end of 1960s, economic growth of Japan was, to large extent, dependent to the foreign aids in the
form of loans by which, for example, the bullet train between Tokyo and Osaka was constructed.
Humanity plus these historical facts alone enforce Japan, in her turn, to assist and cooperate with
developing countries. Foreign aids by Japan have become so much today to be ranked as the
major monetary donor country for the developing countries as described in the DAC report of
OECD. Throughout the survey, it is revealed that Japan has been offering, to date, independently
and/or collaboratively with international organizations, aids programs for the earthquake
disaster mitigation and post earthquake recovery with her monetary, technical and human

resources by applying various types of assistance.

A letter with several inquiries on the present status in almost every earthquake prone developing
countries was sent to more than 400 individuals selected from international participant lists of
IISEE courses (1989-1999), RADIUS Symposium (1999) and 12WCEE (2000). Answers from 50
correspondents, who mostly belong to universities, R&D institutions and risk managing offices in
their countries, expressed their various problems, such as shortage of earthquake observation

system, lack of structural testing facilities, non availability of strengthening and/or retrofitting



methods of structures as well as very few dissemination systems for the general public. It is
reported that, as a whole, various items necessary for earthquake awareness, preparedness,
countermeasures and so forth are all below their expected levels due to financial, technical,
political and other difficulties in their countries. It is noteworthy that half of them (mainly in
Africa and Asia) have got neither bilateral nor international aids, while many of them in Latin

America got, to some extent, bilateral and/or international aids.

Foreign aids by the other DAC countries were reviewed and analyzed through out the survey of
documents issued from the responsible organizations such as USAID, CIDA, AusAID, NZODA
and other similar organizations in Europe. In the past, the earthquake disaster aids were focused
on the emergency items where long and medium term programs were not considered important or
some times ignored. However, especially after the IDNDR, the importance of institutionalization
and implementation of disaster countermeasures in advance has become widely recognized. In
addition to the Governmental activities, NGOs, NPOs and /or private sectors have also become to
be recognized to play important roles in the disaster mitigation as well as post earthquake

recoveries with close collaboration of the developing countries.

Several important proposals are made referring to the aforementioned findings. It is stressed that
continuation of the assistance on these thematic topics by Japan should be maintained and
qualitatively and quantitatively upgraded with cooperation of international society.
Unprecedented (for Japan) types of foreign aids including establishment of worldwide network,
enhancement of grass-roots projects with collaboration of NGO, NPO, and others are also

proposed.
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