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Three morew , A.‘..f
built i m Kedah

By FARID JAMALUDlN

ALOR ‘STAR: Thrce_ new
dams costing RM340 mil-
lion' are expected to be.
_built in Kedah bemre the
Year 2000, :
+ “The slate Dramage and
Irrigation’ Department
(DID) .&nd the Japan -,
* ternétional .Co-operation -
"Agency (Jica) have begun,
. exploring-.the. water ph:
tential of the Muda River
Basin’as the first step lo-
wards: building the pro--
. posed Jeniang, Naok and
Reman dams. :

Redsh DID chief P\xad
Imbi said heré yesterday
that the study was#
launched last month and
was expected to be com-

: 'plcled by mid-1995. -
He said the DID and

Jdica would look for TIeW,. o Structip

areas of water vésourcés

as earler studies con:

ducted had only proposed
“rmini” water catchment

: ~sxtes for the slate. at

Agriculture consu ted |-
: 70 per cent of water, leav- |
ing the state wnh little ¥

~ Kedah's. wor‘st

. The problem was re-

supply for domestic and
industrial use, he added.”

“The state is introduc..
_ing a number of indus- |
; tries here that use a lot of |,
- water; We urgently need |
- to find; dtregular -‘water |
9 supply to ensuré theiy via: '

- bility,” Welsaid; -
aier
woes océurred in’ 1942~
. when thé" water level at
the Muda and Pedu dafns
- dipped below the 40 per
ccnt level. -
lmganun of farmiand
was temporarily halted,

putting some 60,000 farm.
ers in dire strmt's o

solved following the cont-

"“The RMM{) mlllmn

Berjs dam is already tak-

=

ing shape,” he said."
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‘Osman: Dam project

cannot be shlfted

PhNDANG (Kedah), Sat. —
The State Government
could not meet the demands
of 2,5?0 xgs?életl]}!ts‘én Slkd(hs
trict to shi ¢ Beris dam
project to other areﬁé?:?m
duce ifs size. -

Mentert Besar Tan Sri Os-

- man Aroff said today the

~ consultant conductin% a-
ad

study on the project
determined that the Beris

. area was the most suitable’

site,

. “The" State Government
sympathises with the resi-
tlents but we have to imple-
ment the project as the
State needs new water re-
sources to meet the demand
for water after the year
2005, he said whenh asked
by reporters to comment on
a statement by a represen-
tative of the residents that
the State Government did
- not entertain their views. -

‘Beris Dam. action com-

mittee chairman Hassan
Rejab issued a statement

- yesterday that the commit-

. tee would refer their predic-
ament to Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo-
hamad because the State
Government “refused to en-
tertain™ their views on the
project. ‘

The residents want the
State Government lo re-
duce the size of the dam or
shift the project to other

" OSMAN :
wz(:‘mg {o meet vilagers.

areas to enable the resi-

- dents to continue with their

livelihood in the area.
* The Beris dam project ig

" expected to cost about
- RM140 million, It involves
1,600ha of land in the Sik’
district. Five villages will

be affected by the praject.

The implementation date &

has vet to be decided as the
“study on the project has yet
to be completed.-

On the residents’ action
io refer their protest to Dr
Mahathir, Osman said the
residents were free to do so.

“We  will see what the

Prime Minister has {o say
about the matter,” he said.

w57
Bet b Y

Osman said the villagers
should not worry about
their livelihood as the State
Government would ensure
that they were relocated to
a suitable drea,

He said the State Govern-
ment had to twn down
their reguest.to reduce the
size of the dam or shift the
project to other area be-
cause the Beris area was the
most smtable qlte for the
dam, :

“We will not allow the

‘villagers to be displaced.

We will assist them wherev-

" er possible,” he added.

Osman explained that the
demand . for water supply
would increase by the year
2005 following the rapid

" growth in agriculture and

industrial activities.

He denied that the State
Govemment had ignored
the views of the residents.

-*We have taken into ac-

~count their views conveyed

to the State Government
through the Sik district offi-

" cer- and Assemblymen in

the area,” he added.

Osman said the misun-
derstanding could have
been owing to poor disserni-
nation of information on
the project to the villagers.

He said he was willing to
meet the villagers to clear
the matter.
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Call for joint management of border rivers

ALOR STAR, Mon, — The
nerthern States have
apreed o jointly manage all
rivers located along Lheir
horders, Kedal Monteri Be-
sar ‘Tan Sti Osman Aroff
said today.

He =aid the move, besides
recdurcing the cost of ain-
Laintng and _cleaning e
rivers. would alsp encour-
Bge grealer co-operalion be-
lween the States to develop
thewn nto tourist attrac-
tions.

Spenking to reporters at a
joint Press canference after
chairing the fourth North-
oL Region Growth Tyjan.

te meeting in Wisma Daru!
man, Osman sakd Kedah,
which made the proposal,
wouldd hiead the special com-

mittee lo Fiml ways 1o en-
liance greiter co-operation
in river management
among the [owr States,

1o Ostman said the Kedah

Drainage and Irrigation De-

pariment was appoinied (o -

find ways o jointhy mange
Lhe vivers witich are shared
by the four Siotes.

“At present, each State is
managing the rivers sepa-
Tately.

“This is u wasle of funds
anil effoxts becavse we are
basically doing the same
thing. As such, we have de-
cided to pool our resources
lo manage rivers localed
aleng our horders,” he said,

Osman also said Kedab,
through ils Apriculture De-
partment, had proposed Lhe

" four States. -

cultlvatlon of "dokang™ on
a canunerclal basis in the

“Al present, only Kedah
and Perak are dolng so, We
hope to find suitable sites in
Penang and Perlis to ealti-
vate dokong orchards since

the fruits sive pood returns,”

“Towards this entd, Kedah
and Perak have agreed to
share their experlise in do-

kong cultivation,” he said,

adding that dokong, similar
to langsat, but with smaller
steds, felch geod prices of
up to RM3 per kilogramne.
Meanwhile, Perak Men-

teri Besar Tan Sri Ramnli-

Meah 1'alily said the North-
ern Hegior Grawth Trian-
gle would fiaise wiih the

Federal Government oy -

steps (o OVcrcbme the short-

age of demping grounds for -

toxic and nondoxic wasle
materials produced by fac-
tories Jn the northern
States, especially Penang,
Perak and Kedah,

“At present, cach Siate
has its own [facilities bul
they are running al almost
full capacity., Some {ac-

tories also have their own

storage Iacilities bul these
are not adeguate inthe long
term.

C“We will work with the

Federal Government to atle-.

viate lhe probiem of finding
tem,
facility in Negri Sembilan is
ready,” e said. -

. The Northern Region

Growlh Triangle wili also

rary dumps until the -

seek {he co-operation of the
‘Thai veterinary services au-

-thorities to help cheek the

spread of the foot and
mouth disease (FMD) to ]o-
cal livestock.

Osman said the four
northern States imported
many cattle and bullaloes
each month, soame of them
infected by the disease.

"“Unless the Thai authori-
ties, especially in the coun-
try’s southern provinces
check Ihe disease, we could
be imperting the discase.

“This eould adversely al-
fect Jocal livestock™ he
sald, adding that the north-
ern States import up to
2000 heads of cattle per

. week, depeading on local

consumption.
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