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CHAPTER 13 SOCIO-ECONOMIC ASPECTS 

13.1 National Level 

13.1.1 Administration 

As of 1999 there are 19 ministries within the prime minister’s cabinet.  Local 
administration is organized by 13 regional offices and local authorities which include 28 
districts (16 municipalities, 12 towns) and 16 villages.  

Regions are divided into three; northern region covering Caprivi, Kunene, Ohangwena, 
Okavango, Omasati, Oshana, Oshikoto, and central region covering Erongo, Khomas, 
Omaheke, Otjozondjupa, and southern region covering Hardap and Karas.  

Each region has a regional council which deal with population distribution, natural and 
other resources, and the economic development potential of the region as well as the 
existing and planned infrastructure in sectors such as water, electricity, communication 
networks and transport system in the region on behalf of the central government. The 
councils organized in each municipality, town and village are responsible for various 
administrative services for the people local level. Table 13.1-1 shows the 
socio-economic indicators at national level.   

13.1.2 Socio-Cultural Profiles 

1) Population 

The total population of Namibia in 1991 was 1.41 million which increased with an 
annual average growth rate of 3.16 % from 1981 (UNDP estimated it at 1.6 million in 
1997), which consists of 73% in rural and 27% in urban areas.  The area of the country 
is 824,292 sq. km representing an average population density of 1.7 persons per sq. km, 
with a significant variation in density among the regions.  The total number of 
households in 1991 was estimated at 82,864 with an average family size of 5.7 persons 
with 4.8 persons in urban and 6.1 persons in rural area. 

The World Bank forecasts that the Namibian population will be 2.23 million in 2010, 
2.70 million in 2020 and 3.11 million in 2030.  Table 13.1-2 shows the regional 
distribution based upon 1991 census. 

2) Labour Force 

The economically active population, which include all persons who furnish the supply 
of labour for the production of economic goods and services, is estimated at 479,779 
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and 388,014, or 44%, of which are in employment. Of the employed population 46.8 % 
works in the agricultural sector which indicates that the agricultural sector is the major 
contributor to employment followed by the service sector (refer to Table 13.1-3). 

3) Household Income and Expenditure 

Data and information of the living standards of Namibian households is available from 
the 1993/94 Namibia Household Income and Expenditure Survey published by the 
Central Statistics Office of the National Planning Commission in May 1996.  The 
report shows that the average annual household income is estimated at 17,198 N$.  
However, the report also indicates income disparity amongst the 13 regions.  Khomas 
region is classified as having the highest average household income of 47,049 N$ and 
the lowest is 6,439 N$ in the Ohangwena region.  Disparity in household income 
prevails between rural (9,453 N$) and urban areas (32,335 N$).  Average annual 
household expenditure is 12, 783 N$ and 32.5 % of that is spent on food.  Average 
urban household expenditure 22,912 N$ per year and they spend 23.4% of that on food 
which is in companion to the 46.6% of rural household expenditure on food. Average 
annual rural household expenditure is in N$ 7,601 (refer to Table 13.1-4).  

4) Settlement Programs 

Over last five years (1995 to 2000), the Namibian government has aimed at resettling of 
14,000 landless families in 150,000 ha of land on the basis of the Commercial 
Agriculture Land Act of 1995. Between 1998 and 1999, the Ministry of Lands, 
Resettlement and Rehabilitation has purchased eleven (11) farms for its resettlement 
programme out of a possible 248 farms offered for sale to the Government by 
commercial farmers. 

5) Ethnic Groups Distribution 

There are many ethnic groups in Namibia, such as the Owambo, Herero, Himba, Nama, 
San (Bushmen), Caprivians, Kavango, Damara, Basters and “Whites”.  The group of 
“Whites” predominantly Afrikaaner and Germans live mainly in the central, southern 
and coastal parts of the country. 

6) Social Forms and Culture 

Namibia has a low population of 1.41 million, but the people are diverse in terms of 
tribes, language and culture.  Five (5) language families are found in Namibia.  There 
are 13 officially recognized languages. Oshiwambo speakers constitute 51% of 
Namibia’s population and are the largest language group in Namibia.  It is said that the 
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differences in the typical social form and culture of some of the ethnic group can be 
observed in land ownership of commercial farms and communal land.  Commercial 
farms are operated mostly by white people, predominantly Afrikaaner and Germans and 
are still widely in control of the local economy.  People composed of the other tribes 
mentioned above either operates communal farms or are employed as farm workers.  
Each commercial farm employs on average about six (6) farm workers.  The cultures 
of the white and native tribes are considerably different in terms of lifestyle, living 
standards, dietary habits etc. 

13.1.3 Economic Activities 

 1) Gross Domestic Products 

Between 1976 and 1989, the annual growth rate of GDP was 0.86%, with negative 
growth in several intermittent years (1982-1985).  Since 1989 averaged growth rate is 
3.9% per annum, with major fluctuations between years, and with a declining growth 
rate since 1994.  GDP growth rate decreased to 2.9% in 1996 and then to 1.8% in 1997 
from growth rates of 3.4% in 1995.  The slump in the economic performance is 
considered to be due to of the South African economic slow-down on which the 
Namibian economy has been dependent.  GDP growth rate of the agricultural 
sub-sector was recorded as 23.3 % in 1994, which was highest rate over these eight 
years, but has been declining for several years and dropped to –11.1 % in 1997.  This 
was due to the serious drought conditions that prevailed.  Table 13.1-8 shows the 
change in GDP and its growth (refer to Tables 13. 1-5 to 13.1-7, Table 13.1-18 and 
Fig.13.1-1). 

2) First Five-Year Plan (1995/95-1999/2000) 

The First National Development Plan (1995/96 - 1999/2000) has now been implemented, 
targeting the following four major items; 

 

１） Reviving and sustaining economic growth 
２） Creating employment opportunities 
３） Reducing inequalities in income and distribution 
４） Reducing poverty 

Annual economic growth is planned to attain 5 % and employment opportunities will be 
created for 70,000 people by the year 2000.  Annual population growth is projected at 
less than 3 %.  

Growth rate in the agricultural sector is aimed at 4% per annum for commercial farms 
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and 9% for subsistence farming (refer to Table 13.1-5). 

As for water, it is recognized as follows; 
 

• Water is a basic human need 
• The government is committed to providing safe drinking water to the whole 

population 
• Water is a key input for economic development 
• The government will ensure the required water consumption that reflects the 

relative contribution of each industry development is sustainable 
 

Table 13.1-8 shows projected growth rates by sector during the five-year plan. 

3) Agriculture 

In Namibia the agricultural sector contributes to the national and regional economy by 
producing food, earning foreign currency through exports and providing employment 
opportunities to 46.8% (1991) of the economically active population.  The contribution 
to GDP by the agricultural sector in 1998 accounts for 8.0% following to manufacturing 
sector (16%) and mining sector (12.6%).  Despite this apparently small contribution, it 
is reported that three quarters of the poor people in Namibia depend on agriculture.  
Namibian agriculture is divided into two (2) very different sectors, these are commercial 
and communal farms. Commercial agriculture covers a total area of 36.2 million ha.  
Around 4,000 freehold farmers operate 6,337 land holdings averaging 5,700 ha and 
concentre on livestock.  They contribute 5.5% (1998) of GDP, 68% of agricultural 
GDP and 10% of exports, and employ about 36,000 labourers, which represent about 
8% of the labour force.  On the other hand, communal areas cover 33.5 million ha (of 
which 10 million ha are unutilised) and supports about 140,000 families which 
represents an estimate 29% of the labour force.  The contribution to total GDP by the 
communal agriculture sectors was estimated at 2.5% in 1998.  Namibia is far from 
being self-sufficient in food.  Between 50 and 80% of grain its requirement is imported 
every year.  There are two (2) reasons for this; one is that Namibia’s proximity to 
South Africa, which is one of the World’s largest maize producers.  The other is that 
the production costs of grain in Namibia are significantly higher due to necessity for 
high investment in irrigation systems needed for such production.  The major 
agricultural activity is in the sector, in which cattle, goats and sheep are raised mostly on 
natural grazing lands.  In 1998 2.19 million cattle, 1.71 million goats, 2.08 million 
sheep and 15 thousand pigs were raised.  Commercial farms accounts for 63% of small 
livestock and 44% of large livestock. 

The major agricultural export commodities are live animals and animal products, which 
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earned 8.0% of the total exporting value in 1998 with it has an increasing trend. 

4) Mining 

Mining and quarrying contribute at 12.6% to GDP following to the figure of 16.3% of 
the manufacturing sector in 1998.  The most valuable minerals are diamonds, uranium, 
copper, zinc, lead, gold and silver.  The mining sector dominates the national economy 
in terms of its contribution to income and especially to exports.  In particular, diamond 
mining has been the most important one and accounts for 73% of the whole mining 
sector contribution to GDP.  In terms of export earnings, the mining sector is the most 
important and accounts for about 30% of the value of total goods and services exported 
in 1998. 

5) Industry 

Basically industry is divided into three (3) sectors, they are primary industries covering 
agriculture, fishing and mining, secondary industries covering manufacturing, and 
tertiary industries covering services and others.  The overall industrial growth rate has 
been declining from 6.7% in 1994 to 2.7% in 1998.  This overall decline is reflected in 
the slow down of GDP at market prices from 6.3% in 1994 to 2.4% in 1998. The 
manufacturing sub-sector, which is composed of meat processing, fish processing and 
other manufacturing, contributed 16.3% to GDP in 1998.  Fish processing in particular 
plays a relatively important role accounting for 5.8 % of the manufacturing sub-sector.  

6) Tourism 

The untapped potential of Namibia’s tourism industry lies in its low population density 
combined with spectacular and varied landscapes such as deserts, spoiled seashore, 
canyons and game parks.  Tourism in Namibia is ranked fourth in the service sector, 
and contributes about 4 % to GDP and is growing at a rate of about 10% per year. The 
tourism sector is also the third largest foreign exchange earner, after mining and 
manufactured products.  The sector earned about N$ 800 million in 1996.  With over 
10,000 jobs, its contribution to the labour market is more than the mining sector. The 
number of tourists visiting Namibia have increased significantly, reflecting the good 
security situation of the country.  In 1997, about 500,000 tourists visited Namibia. 

7) Foreign Trade 

The major export commodities are ores and minerals which earned N$ 3,186 million in 
1998 and has the first rank in terms of earnings. Other major exports include 
manufactured products, live animal and animal products and fish and aquatic products.  
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The total export of goods was estimated at N$ 7,067 million in 1998.  The major 
import commodities are food, live animal, beverages, tobacco, vehicles and transport 
equipment etc.  Total imports in 1998 were estimated at N$ 8,021 million.  The trade 
balance in 1998 shows a deficit of N$ 954 million though there was a surplus from 1990 
to 1994.  Table 13.1-9 shows the major export and Tables13.1-10 to 11 show the 
import commodities and the imports by country. 

8) Inflation and Prices 

Table 13.1-12 shows the consumer price index of food and non-food commodities from 
1976 to 1998. Annual inflation rates over the 10 years period from averaged 13.76% for 
food and to 12.05% for non-food commodities. 

13.1.4 Infrastructure 

1) Transportation 

(1) Railways 

Railways are the most important transportation means in Namibia.  As of 1995, 
there are four (4) railway lines with total track length of 1,769 km of which 613 km 
are running lines.  The railway transported 122,000 passengers and 1.7 million tons 
of freight in 1995. 

(2) Roads 

Road classification is composed of trunk roads, main roads, district roads and farm 
roads.  The total length of the road network was 63,251 km in 1995 of which 5,021 
km are paved, leaving 58,230 km of gravel roads.  Accordingly, the percentage of 
paved roads is estimated at 7.9%. 

2) Electricity 

Electricity is generated from the Racine hydroelectric station (240 MW of capacity), the 
Van Eck coal-fired station (120 MW) and from the diesel-power stations in Walvis Bay 
(24MW) and Katima Kulilo (3 MW).  In addition to the domestic sources of electricity, 
Namibia is connected to the South Africa ESKOM grid for the importation and 
exportation of power by way of an inter-connector with a rated capacity of 150 MW.  
The current electrification rate is estimated at 24%.  According to the 1991 Census, 
only 6% of rural households used electricity compared to 69% of urban households 
(refer to Table 13.1-13).  
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3) Water Supply and Sewerage 

Precipitation in Namibia is highly variable depending on the location.  In addition, the 
rainfall season is concentrated in two (2) to four (4) months between January and April.  
Thus, Namibia is a dry country with limited rainfall, and high evaporation rates.  
Hence, for agriculture and other economic activities, water is a key limiting factor and 
impacts greatly on the environment.  In 1996, 62% of the water demand was supplied 
from sources within the country (36% groundwater, 24% ephemeral rivers and 2% 
unconventional sources), and 38% from the border rivers.  Water consumed in 1996 is 
estimated at 280.9 million m3 per year. 
 

Domestic: urban 67.9  million m3 
Domestic: rural 13.1 
Tourism: 0.7 
Mines 20.0 
Livestock 42.2 
Irrigation 137.0 
  Total 280.9 

 Source. Water in Namibia 

In Windhoek, reclamation of potable water from domestic sewage effluent has been 
carried out to augment the potable water supply.  The reclamation plant was 
constructed in 1968 and has been modified, improved and expanded over the years.  
The reuse of water forms part of the integrated Water Demand Policy. 

In supplying water Namwater and local authorities exchange contracts regarding the 
bulk water supply, in which the local authority is called the “Bulk Customers” being 
supplied a definite amount of water.  Local authorities purchase water based on a 
contract with Namwater and collect water fees from consumers to pay to Namwater.  
Namwater supplies domestic water to urban areas through main pipelines and reservoirs 
(water tanks) and manages these facilities including regular water quality tests, while 
local authorities manage feeder pipeline networks in the town areas where they supply.  

As for small consumers being supplied water from Namwater, contracts between 
Namwater and “customers” are also exchanged as well as the case of the bulk water 
supply service.  

Individual commercial farm owners have the responsibilities for supplying water to their 
own farms.  When developing groundwater, owners must get approval of a water 
permit from the DWA.  Since commercial farmers use bulk water to irrigate crops such 
as grapes, vegetables and fodder crops, they are considered to be bulk water consumers.  
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For sewerage treatment, septic tanks and oxidation ponds are currently used in the town 
areas.  As with the water permits, wastewater discharge requires a permit to be 
approved by the DWA.  Currently applications for bio-filters, oxidation ponds, septic 
tanks and French drains are being prepared.  

Windhoek is the most important center in industries, manufacturing, commerce and 
tourism etc. but as a fast-growing city in a dry country, Windhoek is continuously faced 
with the challenge of adequate bulk water supply. 

4) Telecommunication 

In 1995, 77,948 telephone units were in use of which and 42,817 are residential, 
indicating one (1) telephone unit per six (6) households.  The number of units has been 
increasing at an annual average rate of 7.7%.  As telex, 484 units are in use. 

5) Education 

Namibia’s main schooling system covers 12 grades.  These grades are categorised into 
four phases: Lower Primary (Grades 1 to 4), Upper Primary (Grades 5 to 7), Junior 
Secondary (Grades 8 to 10) and Senior Secondary (Grades 11 and 12).  There are, in 
addition, several vocational or technical training schools.   

There were 1,457 schools in 1997 and the net primary school enrolment was estimated 
at 94.9%, and a rate of 36.5% was observed for secondary schools in the same year.  
The pupil/teacher ratio is 29:1.  Adult literacy averages 81.0%, but it is reported that 
69% of the local people are said be illiterate. 

6) Health 

Predominant children’s diseases include poliomyelitis, diphtheria, tetanus, tuberculosis, 
and malaria.  Malnutrition is still placed 9th on the 10 main causes of death. AIDS is 
the highest at 18.6% in 1997 followed by 10.2% for Pulmonary TB and 8.7% for 
Malaria.  Life expectancy at birth in 1995 was 56 years.  The population per doctor 
and per hospital bed are 4,089 in 1997 and 242 in 1995, respectively.  Access to health 
care facilities within one (1) hour is very low at 55% in 1996, which has an average of 
35% in rural and 93% in urban areas.   

13.1.5 Financial Situation 

1) Public Finance 

With independence in 1990, Namibia inherited a debt of Rand 714 million, which was 
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nearly 13% of GDP.  But following South Africa’s own transition to democracy, 
negotiations to set aside the remaining debt are well advanced.  Since the 
independence of Namibia from South Africa, the government has pursued a 
conservative foreign borrowing strategy and the present debt to GDP ratio is one of the 
lowest in the world.   

Taxes have been the main sources of government revenues, and non-tax revenues have 
been lagging behind.  Tax revenue for the financial year 1997/98 increased by 24% as 
compared to 14.2% in 1996/97.  Direct taxes increased by almost 45% from N$ 1,387 
million in 1996/97 to N$ 1,899 million in 1997/98, while indirect taxes increased by 
1.3% (refer to Table 13.1-14).  Tables 13.1-15 and 13.1-16 show government 
expenditure by sector.   

2) Balance of Payments 

Namibia’s balance of payment since independence is characterized by increasing 
current account surplus and capital account deficit.  A surplus on the current account of 
the balance of payments has been maintained throughout the post-independence period.  
Except in 1990, when Namibia exported a higher value of merchandise goods than it 
imported.  These surpluses are offset by net imports of services but the current account 
as a whole has consistently been in surplus as a consequence of high net investment 
income and transfers in the form of aid and SACU (Southern Africa Custom Union) 
payments. The current account surplus has been reflected by a deficit in the capital 
account. The capital account shows signs of increased direct investment in Namibia by 
foreign countries, but there are still massive outflows of Namibian savings in the form 
of portfolio investments through life assurance and pension fund companies. 

3) Foreign Assistance and Debt 

Independence opened the way for development cooperation with overseas donors.  In 
the first five (5) years from Independence, the Namibian government received foreign 
assistances in the form of grants in cash and in kind.  The total amount of all grants 
shows an increasing trend since Independence (refer to Table 13.1-17). 

Debt of the central government excluding interest on TB’s (treasury bill), stood at 
N$ 3.9 billion at the end of December 1998 compared with N$ 3.0 billion in the 
preceding year.  As a ratio of GDP, public debt amounted to 24% in 1998 compared 
with 18.8% in 1997.  Foreign public debt increased by 54% to N$ 545 million in 1998 
compared with a 25% decline a year earlier.  The significant increase in 1998 was 
brought about mainly by disbursements on existing loans as well as new borrowing. 
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Accordingly, the share of foreign debt in total public debt rose from 12% in 1997 to 
14% in 1998, and as a ratio of GDP, from 2.3% to 3.3% over the same period. 
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13.2 Socio-Economy in the Study Area 

13.2.1 Administration 

The Study Area covers the administration of four regions, five districts and five villages 
and it includes communal lands in the three at the districts : 
 

Regions Districts Villages Communal Land 
Khomas Windhoek - - 
Hardap Mariental, 

Rehoboth 
Aranos, Gochas, 
Stampriet, Karkrand 

Namaland &  
Hoachanas 

Omaheke Gobabis Leonardville Aminuis & Corridor 
Karas Keetmanshoop - Namaland 

Each village has a village council to work for various social services. Mariental district 
office is located at Mariental municipality.  Tables 13.2-1 to 13.2-5 show the 
socio-economic indicators of the regions concerning the Study Area. 

13.2.2 Population 

The population in the Study Area is divided into three groups; village center, 
commercial farms and communal land.  It is estimated based on the result of the 
Hydro-census commenced in November 1999 on sub-contract basis.  From the 1991 
census basis, population in the Study Area was estimated at 28,815 and taking into 
account annual growth rates since1991 would give a current figure 35,096. 

 

Districts Village 
Centers 

Commercial  
Farms 

Communal 
Land Total 

Mariental 3,865 7,944 1,906 13,715 
Gobabis 797 3,451 7,830 12,078 

Rehoboth - 600 - 600 
Windhoek - 880 - 880 
Keetmanshoop - 474 438 912 

Total 4,662 13,349 10,174 28,815 
 Source: Figures on 1991 census basis. 

13.2.3 Ethnic Groups 

The ethnic groups in the Study Area consist of Tsuwana, Herero, Nama, San and Whites. 
In the communal land of Aminuis and Corridor, the Tsuwana, Herero and San groups 
depend mainly on raising livestock.  Nama groups in the Hoachanas and Namaland 
live also on raising livestock.  Most of the “Whites” who own commercial farms are 
predominantly Afrikaaner and Germans. 
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13.2.4 Culture and Custom 

The ethnic groups living in the Study Area have their own customs and life styles. 
“Whites” maintain their European lifestyle living on commercialised livestock raising or 
agricultural production with irrigation systems.  Contrary native people like Herero, 
Nama, and San etc. live on subsistence livestock raising.  The husband is the decision 
maker in their families as shown below; 
 

 Money to 
Spend 

Animals 
to be Sold 

Food to be 
Bought 

Children 
To be Sent 
To School 

Cloths 
To be 

Bought 
Head 72% 63% 50% 54% 49% 
Spouse 3% 4% 15% 6% 9% 
Both 17% 21% 26% 28% 33% 
Others 8% 12% 9% 12% 9% 

Source: Socio-economic survey eastern communal areas 1994 

13.2.5 Livelihood of the People 

“Whites” who manage commercial farms enjoy higher living standards in the Study 
Area compared to farm workers and people in the communal areas.  On average six 
workers are employed on a commercial farm.  Farm workers live on a salary between 
N$200 and N$400 per month per capita and with some supplementary commodities and 
housing spaces.  The owners of commercial farms live by selling livestock or 
agricultural crops on a commercial basis. Most of the agricultural products are marketed 
through cooperatives. Commercial farming is mechanized with tractors, irrigation 
systems, cold storage etc.  On the other hand people in the communal lands live on 
subsistence livestock raising, pensions and wages. They sometimes sell livestock at 
auctions being held regularly.  Catholic settlement areas also exist in the Study Area in 
which clinics, schools, workshops, processing plants etc. are provided. They live off 
raising livestock and growing crops with irrigation systems.  There are several farms in 
the study area which have been distributed to landless families under the government 
resettlement program. 

13.2.6 Income and Expenditures 

There was a Socio-Economic Survey done in the Eastern Communal Areas in 1994. 
SSD reported that households had access to between N$ 109 and N$ 250 per month and 
that 38% of the surveyed households spent more than N$250 whereas 20% of all 
households spent less than N$ 109 per month. 

“The Value of Water-A Study of the Stampriet Aquifer in Namibia” written by Ms. 
Anna Lindgren, tried to analyse the household income of the commercial farmers in the 
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Study Area.  The is the only data available for the commercial farms at this moment.  
In this report, monthly income is estimated to be about N$ 48,000 per commercial farm.  
This implies that there exists considerable disparity between commercial farms and 
communal farms in the Study Area. 

13.2.7 Trend of Livestock and Agriculture 

Livestock in the Study Area are composed of sheep, goats and cattle, of which sheep 
accounts for 65% while cattle account for 15% and 14% for are goats.  Dependency on 
sheep farming is considerable due to low rainfall and the grazing capacity of the Study 
Area.  Annual rainfall from 1949/50 to 1996/97 averages 185 mm and since the 1980s 
there have been continuous droughts excluding 1990/91(385mm/year). 
 
 Number of Livestock  
 Cattle 120,941 head 
 Sheep 525,979 head 
 Goats 110,245 head 
 Horses 5,123 head 
 Pigs 713 head 
 Donkey 2,823 head 
 Ostriches 18,842 birds 
 Poultry 19,668 birds 

Note. Estimated on 1998 livestock census 

As a whole, the number of livestock in the Study Area shows a declining tendency over 
the past 10 years, particularly with regards to sheep and goats (refer to Fig. 13.2-2). 

Natural grazing is done on both commercial farms and communal lands for cattle, sheep 
and goats.  The carrying capacity in the Study Area is various considerably from 3 
ha/SSU to 18 ha/SSU depending on wild grass production which is affected by rainfall.  
The grazing conditions from January to March are very good due to rainfall and grass 
levels, but the grass starts yellowing even in March and drying in May.  From June to 
July the livestock generally lose weight due to low temperatures.  In commercial farms 
supplementary feeding is usually done by feeding wheat, hay, Lucerne, etc. 

Lucerne, Grapes, Water Melons, Sweet Melon and other vegetables are planted in the 
Study Area.  However, those crops cannot be grown without irrigation because of the 
arid climate.  Since irrigation needs higher investment only commercial farmers, 
therefore, can invest in irrigation systems although small-scale irrigation is done in the 
Catholic settlements and other settlements under the Ministry of Lands, Resettlement 
and Rehabilitation.  Irrigable and irrigated areas in the commercial farms are averaged 
at 10.7 ha and 7.2 ha per farm respectively.  Figure13-2-2 and 13.2-3 show monthly 
rainfall, temperature and cropping pattern. 
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13.2.8 Industry and Its Products 

Since economic activities in the Study Area are concentrated on livestock and 
agricultural production, industrial products are also related to those.  Sheep, goats and 
cattle are the major products in the Area.  Sheep are processed into carcasses at the 
slaughterhouse in Mariental.  Mariental district is known for Karakul and Dorper sheep 
as well as Ostriches.  Karakul pelts are processed on a small scale at the commercial 
farms.  The first commercial Ostrich farm originated in Mariental.    

Vegetables, Sweet melons/Watermelons, Lucerne and Grape are other also main 
agricultural products, which are mainly grown along the Auob River with irrigation 
systems.  Most crops are marketed to Windhoek as well as for export purposes.  
Lucerne (alfalfa) hay is processed into pellets by the Hardap cooperative plant.  
Mariental is famous for producing good quality raisins for exporting. 

13.2.9 Tourism 

Tourism is also another industry in the Study Area.  There are 8 hotels and 11 lodges 
which have 10 to 15 rooms on average. 

13.2.10 Infrastructure and Public Services 

1) Water Supply 

Local authorities are responsible for village water supply on contract basis with 
Namwater, while DRWS is responsible for rural water supply for small communities.  
In commercial farming areas it is the responsibility of the individual farmers themselves.  
In communal areas, a water-point is created for domestic consumption by DWA.  
However, currently there are no formal agreements on water supply between rural 
communities and DWA.  Some farms in communal areas have windmills constructed 
by the government and beneficiaries pay a water fee of N$ 5 per household per month.    

2) Electricity 

The electricity network links most village centers in the Study Area but unpopulated 
areas such as communal lands are not reasonably developed for electrification.  

3) Roads and Railway 

The Study Area is traversed by a main trunk road traversed at the western part which 
provides a direct link between Windhoek and South Africa.  Well–maintained gravel 
roads as well as paved roads also provide links between the major village centers.  
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The main railway line in the Study Area links Windhoek and South Africa. 

4) Telecommunication 

The telecommunication network in the village centers is well developed in the Study 
Area, however this is quite poor in the communal lands. 

5) Education 

Primary and secondary schools are distributed in the Study Area.  The currently 
Teacher/Pupil ratio is 1:21 to 1:24.  One agricultural college is in the Hardap region. 

6) Solid Waste Treatment 

Village councils manage dumping sites on the outskirts of the villages in which solid 
waste is burned or buried into the ground. 

7) Wastewater Treatment 

Village councils are responsible for wastewater treatment in village centers by 
collecting wastewater regularly by tank lorries from household’s conservancy tanks and 
dumping it into oxidation ponds which are placed at the outskirts of the villages. 

8) Health 

There are 5 hospitals in Hardap region, 4 hospitals in Karas and 1 hospital in Omaheke.  
Ratio of bed/1,000 population is 5.5 in Hardap, 5 in Karas, and 3.5 in Omaheke. 

13.2.11  Employment Condition of Farm Workers 

Farm workers on commercial farms usually live within the farm.  They work by raising 
livestock, growing crops and repairing agricultural machinery and cars etc.  Their 
salary ranges from N$ 200 to N$400 per month, and in addition to the salary they are 
offered meal, tobacco, sugar and sometime meat etc.  In the harvest season, 
commercial farms planting vegetables and grapes hire many labourers from outside.  
The Labour Act (Namibian Labour Code) came into operation in 1992 which regulates 
the basic conditions of employment. 

13.2.12 Disposal of Waste Water and Solid Waste 

Conservancy tanks or septic tanks combined with French drains are usually used in 
households in the village centers.  Oxidation ponds are managed by the Local 
Authorities to dump sewage water collected from households.  On the individual 



Chapter13 Socio Economic Aspects 

13-29 

commercial farms, septic tanks combined with French drains are usually used by which 
sewerage water is disposed by seeping into the ground.  In the communal land there 
are a considerable number of households and people that use the bush as toilets.  Solid 
wastes are treated at dumping sites outside the villages and burned or buried into the soil.  
Livestock manure is not treated because livestock usually grazes in broad areas.  

13.2.13 Commodity Prices 

Statistics on the consumer price index is not available for the Study Area.  However, it 
can be argued that through surveys in the area that there is not a big difference in 
commodity prices between Windhoek and the study area. 
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