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Ladies and Gentlemen,

Let me begin by conveying my gratitude for your kind invitation and welcome to
Japan. I am very happy to be here and would like to thank you all for your kind

arrangement during this visit.

University Malaysia Sabah is a young university. It is less than 10 years old
and indeed it is among the youngest in Malaysia. It is at the moment the only
university situated in the state of Sabah. We now have about 7000 students and consist
of 10 schools, both in science and engineering and arts. It is the mission of University
Malaysia Sabah to produce academic excellence in many disciplines in achieving

quality work that can meet international recognition.

The Institute for Tropical Biology and Conservation (ITBC)is one of the centres
of excellence established when the University was born back in 1994. It is an institute
that was specially created to perform research and development (R&D) in the field of
biodiversity of plants and animals especially found in the tropical rainforest of
Malaysia. Being in the states of Sabah, the Institute is at an advantage because it is at

the gateway to the natural richness of the state of Sabah and the island of Borneo.

In this opportunity, I am happy to brief you of the relationship that we had with
Japan so far. In 1997 UMS signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with
Hyogo Museum of Nature and Human Activities (HMNHA) . It is one of the earliest
MOU signed by us and we have to acknowledge the leadership of Director/Prof. Dr.
Masao Kawai who made it possible. The results from this MOU have been much
greater then we would have expected. Major results, which I would like to point out,
are firstly joint research on taxonomy and ecology of organisms and ecosystem in
Sabah between our staff and postgraduate students with staff of the Museum. Through
the collaborative research, biological specimens are gathered and exchanged between

the institutions. These researches have also produced several publications, which are
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very informative to researchers both in Sabah and Japan, and other places. There are
also joint supervisions of students who are either registered at UMS or other

universities in Japan such as Kobe University.

Secondly, this MOU has also made possible the implementation of the
educational program called Borneo Jungle School. We are very happy to be able to
assist in making Borneo Jungle School an important educational trip for the children
of Hyogo Prefecture. Every year during the school vacation in July, for the past four
years, the Institute for Tropical Biology and Conservation tries very hard to ensure
that the children had the opportunity to enjoy and learned about the importance of the
tropical forest. It is also an opportunity for us to link up the young children of the two
countries to be able to share their experience and knowledge and established
relationship that hopefully will be useful in their decision making to safeguard the

future world.

Thirdly, we are also honored to be able to assist in the Japanese Flora 2000
project. Through the MOU with Hyogo Museum of Nature and Human Activities and
the cooperation from the Government of the state of Sabah, UMS was able to supply
exhibition materials for the Greenery Pavilion of the Japan Flora 2000. We hope to be

of further assistance in the near future.

Being a new university many of our staff are sent overseas. Five are trained in
Japan under the Mombusho scholarship. We are grateful for all the cooperation and
support we received from the Government of Japan, including assistance provided for

by the Japanese Consulate General in Kota Kinabalu, and Japan Foundation.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank JICA for their commitment and
dedication toward developing a high quality and a major collaboration between Japan
and Malaysia in research and conservation of the Borneon biodiversity and Ecosystem
in Sabah, Malaysia. It is an international project which will be a major contribution
towards the State of Sabah and making University ecosystem Malaysia Sabah a center

of excellent in the field of biodiversity and ecosystem conservation. This is important
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for the socio-economic and ecosystem conservation and its development of the state of
Sabah with several other agencies cooperating in this program. These I believe are the
necessary ingredients for the successful planning and acquisition of the program as

planned.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I once again thank JICA for the kind invitation and reception as well as
successful implementation of the joint program involving everyone from both Malaysia
and Japan. University Malaysia Sabah through ITBC will be able to provide the

necessary human resource logistic and R&D assistance in the program.

Thank you.
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Ladies and Gentlemen,

Let me first convey my gratitude for your kind invitation and warm welcome to
Japan. My wife and I are very happy to be here. Thank you for your kind arrangement

for this conference.

As you all know Malaysia has a high biological diversity or biodiversity. The
tropical rainforest of Malaysia harbors 15,000 species of flowering plants. 286 species
of mammals, over 150,000 species of invertebrates, over 1,000 species of butterflies and

12,000 of moth species. Our sea supports more than 4,000 species of marine fishes.

Sabah is one of the states of Malaysia and it is on the island of Borneo. Besides
being rich in biodiversity, many species of plants and animals are endemic, which is to
say not found elsewhere but here. Beside the high number of species, the ecosystems
that exist in Sabah are also many. From the mangrove ecosystem that lines the coasts
and rivers banks, to the lowland forest to mountain forest — each has its own

characteristic vegetation that supports different kinds of animals.

However, being a developing state, we have to keep abreast with the
development of other states in Malaysia. At one time several years back, in the 70s and
80s, Sabah economy had very much dependent on timber from the forest. Having
realized that cutting down forest trees means losing biodiversity and losing
biodiversity leads to unsustainable economic development, Sabah is now learning to
rely other resources. One such source is the non-timber forest products, such as herbal
and medicinal plants, rattan, and bamboo. There are about 150 types of NTEPs

reaching an estimated total annual value of US $ 12 billion internationally.

In the learning process we need assistance from international agencies. We are
indeed grateful for the technical cooperation assistance by the Japanese International

Cooperation Agency or JICA under the program called Conservation of Bornean
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biodiversity and ecosystem in Sabah. In the unique trilateral cooperation between
university Malaysia Sabah, JICA and Sabah state government, we see that

conservation maybe made possible faster and more effectively.

As there has been several delegations from JICA to Sabah, I am confident by
now you are convinced that the technical assistance is indeed much needed. Although
the program is comparatively large, there are several components The components
are : Research Component led by University Malaysia Sabah, Wildlife Corridor
Component led by Sabah Wildlife Department, Park Management Component, led by
Sabah Parks and Public Awareness Component lead by the Science and Technology
Unit. As you can see each of the component has a leading agency. This leading agency
together with other agencies and UMS forms the Working Group. Each of the four
Working Group will plan and execute activities and together, will finally achieve the
program goal: to establish a comprehensive and sustainable conservation approaches.
This goal will be achieved by building capacity to execute and manage the conservation
of biodiversity and ecosystems of Borneo forests and wetlands in Sabah, Malaysia,
through integrating the efforts in administration, research, protection and community

development.

The ultimate or overall goal of the program is to conserve the endangered and
precious biodiversity and ecosystems of Borneo. As everywhere else in the world, to
achieve such a focused goal, all sectors of the community need to participate actively. A
good public awareness and education effort will have to be in place. The target group

for this effort has to be well defined and progress and success or failure quantified.

A good environmental awareness and education program has to be supported by
appropriate date that can only be obtained through well-planned and executed
research. For this we are lucky to have University Malaysia Sabah, a federal funded

institution involved in teaching and research, sited in Kota Kinabalu, Sabah.

The long working relationship and cooperation between some members of the

University has made the collaboration between the state government and UMS even
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easier to establish. This I believe could ensure that planning and execution of the

program progress as it should be.

When I was first approached by UMS to head the Steering Committee, I felt
very surprised, [ accepted the Borneo in the interest of the Environmental and

Biodiversity, and the honorable for Sabah.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

With regard to the preparation of Japanese Flora 2000 the State government is
indeed happy to be of assistance. We were informed of the number of people visiting the
exhibition to be 7 million people. We hope the materials we have supplied
complemented by the information and know how from Museum of Nature and Human

Activities, Hyogo has educated the people of Japan.

As for the Borneo Jungle School Program, it is appropriate that it be carried out
in Danum Valley for the Field Station is well facilitate at Danum Valley Field Center
and Borneo Rainforest Lodge has facilitate the public awareness among Japanese
school children, as well as the Malaysia children about the ixﬁportanée of the tropical

rainforest.

I once again thank the JICA for the invitation and reception. I am confident
that this program will be successful if everyone involved from Malaysia and Japan is
willing to work very hard. On my part being the chief administrator of the state of
Sabah, I will do my best to see that the project is coordinated well. I trust the Institute
for Tropical Biology and Conservation, UMS being the Secretariate will advise and

assist me as appropriate.

With that I end my speech and thank you for your attention.
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FEERAT7A K (Dr. Maryati Mohamed)

(R4 K1)

Fig.1 : The Organizational Set Up of the Institute For Tropical Biology & Conservation
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(R4 F2)

Table.1 : List of research topics at the Institute for Tropical Biology and Conservation,

Universiti Malaysia Sabah

No Code Year Status Title Name of
Application
1 | P2595-005- 1995 Completed | Canopy Biology of Tropical Maryati
001 Forest Mohamed
2 | P2595-005- 1995 | Completed | Insects Biodiversity at Mount Maryati
002 Kinabalu Mohamed
3 | P2595-005- 1995 | Completed | A Development of Amphibian Abdul Hamid
003 Reference Collection of Ahmad
Malaysia
4 | P2595-005- 1995 MSc. Freshwater Biology Assessment at | Marcus Joponi
012 On going West Coast Sabah and Danum | (Mohd Nadzri
Valley Ishak)
5 | P2596-005- 1996 | Completed | Plastic Bag In Environment Maryati
001 ' Mohamed
6 | R2596-005- 1996 | Completed | Effect of Rsduce Impact Maryati
002 Logging (RIL) at Gunung Rara Mohamed
7 | R2596-005- 1996 | Completed | The Potential of Anopheles| Mohd Zahedi
012 Maculatus as malarias vector in | Daud
Sabah
\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/J
50 [ DANCED 2001 MSc. Systematic and Ecology of | Maryati
On going Bioindicator aquatic insects family | Mohamed
in rivers of Tabin, Lahad Datu, | (Arman  Hadi
Sabah Mohmad)
51 | DANCED 2001 MSc. Phylogenetic  Distribution  of | Mashitah Yusoff
On going Photochemical  properties  in | (Lam Nyee Fan)
Boesenbergia species ‘
52 | Personal 1997 | Completed | Medicinal Plants of the Sungai | Maryati
Communities in the Upper | Mohamed
Kinabatangan Region, Sabah, | Barnabas Gait
Malaysia
53 | Personal 1997 | Completed | The Impact of Recrational Trial | Maryati
Usage on Forest Ecosystem Mohamed
Robert Francis
Peters
54 | Personal 1997 MSc. Asian Elephant Management in | Maryati
Completed | Tabin Wildlife Research Mohamed
Peter Malim
Titol
55 1998 MSc. A Study of Human-Orang Utan | Maryati
On going | Conflicts in Lower Kinabatabgan | Mohamed
Isabelle
Lackman

Rashid Saburi
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