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PREFACE

In response to a request from the Government of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, the
Government of Japan decided to conduct the Study on Special Economic Zone Development Plan
in Border Area (Savannakhet Province). The study was implemented by the Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA).

JICA sent a study team led by Mr. Hajime Koizumi, President of KRI International Corporation,
and organized by members of KRI International Corporation and of NIPPON KOEI Co., Ltd., to
the Lao PDR three times from July 2000 to January 2001.

The team held discussions with the officials concerned of the Government of the Lao PDR, and
conducted related field surveys. After returning to Japan, the team conducted further studies and
compiled the final results in this report.

I hope that this report will contribute to economic development in the Lao People’s Democratic
Republic and to the enhancement of friendly relationship between our two countries.

I wish to express my sincere appreciation to the officials concerned of the Government of Lao
PDR for their close cooperation throughout the study.

February 2001

Kunihiko Saito
President

Japan International Cooperation Agency



February 2001

Mr. Kunihiko Saito
President
Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)

Letter of Transmittal

It is with great pleasure that we submit the Final Report of the “Study on Special Economic
Zone Development in Border Area (Savannakhet Province) in Lao People’s Democratic
Republic”. The Study has been completed by joint efforts of the counterparts assigned by the
State Planning Committee (SPC) and our study team.

The Study has worked out a plan to set up a Special Economic Zone (SEZ) in Savannakhet
along national route 9 between the New Mekong Bridge and the junction with national route 13.
SEZ is proposed to have multiple functions; i.e., logistics and transport-related services, export
processing, free markets and trades, and tourism and other service industries. SEZ with these
functions will greatly contribute for social and economic development of Savannakhet province
and the Lao economy, and for enhancement of economic impacts of the East-West Corridor for
which the Government of Japan has been actively cooperating. Our Study team hopes that the
Final Report will serve for implementation of the proposed SEZ in conjunction with the East-
West Corridor projects.

Our study team would like to express its heartfelt gratitude for kind cooperation extended by
SPC and all other parties concerned in Lao PDR. This Final Report is a fruit of excellent
collaboration of all participants in this Study.

Hajime Koizumi
Study Team Leader
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