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Preface

The “Centenmal Amuversary of the Japanese Immigration to Pern™ 1s an attempt
to express our deep gratitude to the stauneh Ploneer Japanese men and women who
satled acioss the Pacific Ocean from thewr distant homeland unnd reaching the
shores of Peru Afier decades rolled by, tius group of people wove rogether a thriving,
generous and close-kmit commututy

The book not only deals with historical facts, 1t is the tale untold of how these first
imigranis from Japan shared times of sorrow and Joy which today are part of the
Pernvian Japanese Communty s cherished memon tes

The second generation or Nisei kept mntact the vadional values and principles
mmherited from thewr parents These deals helped the members of the Peruvian
Japanese Community to endure much suffering unleashed by World War Il These
qualities have been the foundations upon which many Japanese and their
descendants have earnestly gamed international fame

This book comtans a collection of photographs of the Institutions, Prefectures and
entities such as Kenjinkai and of the provincial chapters of these nstitutions and
associations. It also presents a Iist of lustorie international affawrs, Japanese events
and other ughlights of the Peruvian Japanese Commmty

it is intended as a safeguar d for the future of the Nikkei Commumty, a tool by which
they can trace their roots and remember the venerable lessons taught by the
Jorefathers of the Sanser, or third generatton Japanese imnugrants, and Yonser,
Jourth and fifth generation. It 1s mportant for all the Perwvian Japanese C onmunity
to keep the cinders of their cultural and social identity alive as they gradually
blend into their new homeland, Peru

Despite the rich istortc facts described in the book, the true purpose of this
publication is to pay tribute to the 100" Anmversary of the Japanese Immmgration
1o Peru i a special way, sharing the events, tales and memories that have been
carefully gathered with all the members of the Peruvian Japanese C ommunity and
friends.

The Book Comnussion



Tlis Excellency, Alberio Fuypimert President of the Republic of Peru









Message fiom
Alberto Fujimori
President of the Republic of Peru

As the son of Japanese immigy ants who arrived to Peru, I am greatly pleased (o
know that the Centennial of the Japanese Immigration to Pery will be ¢ elebrated
enthusiastrcally this vear The arrval of 790 conrageous men on the Sakura
Maru whose customs differed from those of Peruvians was also the encornter of
bwo different worlds Nevertheless, these Japanese immgrants succeeded
creating an honorable place for themsetves withmn this soc fety, gaimng the respect
of those who offered them therr hospitatiry and above all, blendng thewr v aditions
witl those of their host country Peru welcomed the newcomers hindly and learned
many lessons from these brave Japanese

Peruvians of Japanese ancesti v have greatly contributed to dravw both wor lds
together On tus day, we also express our sansfaction of striving side by side
wath all our fellow countrymen to butld a better fitire for Peru We are devoted
to working hard for Peru fiom our different positions and professional fields

Peru faced a hard test this past decade We have succeeded with flving color s
despite the huge obstacles we have had 1o endure We have overcome a runaway
miflation and rampant ten1orism We have been able 1o recover from the EI Nifio
Phenomenon and have been victorious over the Cencpa border conflict Tins
manifests the true spirit of Pervians, This strength, combined with the
Governments responsible management, 15 helping us through the current
international financial crisis

Let us celebrate this Centenmal Annwversary with jov May the efforts of the
inumigrants, owr own and those of all Peruwvians lead towards one comnton goal

to binld a greater and shonger Peru, the gencrons homeland of a meltmg pot of
races.

Alberto Fujimori
President of the Republic of Peru
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Message from
Keizo Obuchi
Prime Minister of Japan

I'wish to extend nv best wishes on behalf of the Government and People of Japan on
the occasion of the Centennial Anmiversany of the Japanese Immgranon to Pery

Peru was the first comntry m Latin Ameriea to establish diplomatic relations with
Japan Last year, Pern and Japan celebiated then 123% Anmversmy of the Peace,
Friendship. Trade and Navigation Treaty Durmg all these vears, Peru and Japan
have been able 1o strike true bonds of frendshup and cooperation at different fevels

One of the mamn 1easons hes wm the efforts of. Japanese descendants w favor of the
development of Peruvian soctety during one hundred Years I'wish to express ny
deepest 1espect for the relentless and persevering com age of the mmigrants that
enabled them to cope with many hardships

At present, the inernational society 1s engaged m the search of a new worldwde
order At the same e, the world 1s witness to the meyor trend towards globalization
and the expansion of mterdependency It this context, relationsiups between Pery
and Japan, two countries jomed by the Pacific Ocean, envisage a significant
development and growth during the 21" century My hope is that Nihher, hewrs of the
udomable spirit of the first unmigrants, will contrbute to the em ichment of these
bilateral relations They are the hinhs betwcen Pern and Japan and above all, they
are good Perivian citizens

My best wishes on the success of the celebration of the Centenmal Anmversary of
the Japanese Immigranon to Peru and may Peru prosper

Keizo Obuchi

Prime Muuster of Japan



Message firom
Fernando de Trazegnies
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Peru

The Commemar ative Comnussion of the Centennal of the Japanese Immigration to
Peru, “One Hundred Years of Effort A Realitv Todav”, An E vample fir Tomoi row,
has suceessfully orgamzed o splendid homage i honor of the first massne workers’
migratton President Nicolds de Préroly spec wily authorized thes mgranon The
first group arrived at the port of Calluo on Apiil 3, 1899

Accordmg to authentic documents. Japanese had been Inmg i Peru sice the end
of the 16* Centurv The Peace, Fr tendslup, Trade and Naviganon Treaty signed
between the Governments of Pertr and Juapan on August 21, 1873, sy ked the
beginning of diplomanc 1elations herveen both ¢ oNRi e

However, we wish 1o ighlght that the a1 el of 790 Jupanese wmmigiants 1o a
South Amerian countre for the first mine, evacth one hundied Jews dgo, was a
major hustoric mlestone It constittted the beginning of a patient itegration Steadfust
progress and caoperation and, 1esolute tenac i, which needless o sy, was
accompanted by all kinds of diffic nines

The ustory of lumanmuy 15 also the Iustory of migrations For various centuies,
these have constitited b ue cultu af globahzation processes and encounters betw een
cultwies The reswlt iy a fascnating blend reflected w the development, diversity and
spirttual enrichment of ;o people

The valuahle contribution of Permvians of Japanese origin o the mts polcs.
Ineramre, anthropology, ustory, archaeology. spor s, economy and science 15, af
the same time, a paradigm of cultiral uitegration that honor ow socren

Fernunde de Trazegnies
Mumister of Fi orergn Affairs of Pery




Message from
Masahiko Komura
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Japan

I would Ikhe to express mv sincere acknowledgement for the celebration of the
Conunemorative Ceremony of the Jupanese Immigration to Peru. One hundied vear s
of lustory have rofled by since 1899 —Year 32 of the Meip Era— when the first 790
Japanese mmmgrants arnwved to Peru The Japanese Communniy has experenced
Zood and had tmes  the edds and hardslips of the nnmgrant proneers, the founding
and development of the Central Japanese Socten, the misfortunes before and after
World War I and later, the reconstiuction pertod In 1984, the Central Japanese
Societv was dissolved and gave way 1o the present Peravian Jupanese Avsociation

It gives me great satfaciion as a fellow countvman to knov that during these one
Inndred vear s the Nikher Commrity of Peru has grown (o approvmately one hundred
thowsand members Many of ws distingiushed representatives, for mstance, President
Alberto Fupmmor, are promunent i Perwvian society

The mamn Commemoranve Ceremom of the Japunese Inumgration to Pery will be
held on May 30* However, it 1s praseworthy that such an umportant celeb ation
has ot Imuted ttself 10 a mere ceremony It has also mvelved the construction of a
conmemol ative monuntent and the publication of the hook on the Centenmal to pay
homage to the effor t of inngrant forefathers Hence, the history: of the mnngration
will be handed down 1o fute generanons The Commemor atrve Chaic 14 another
accomplishment that will comtribute to the well-hewg of the Peruvian-Japanese
society

Peru and Jupan maintam the traditional bonds of fiiendsiup and cooperation since
they first established diplomatic relationships 1n 1873, and one of the mam reasons
1s the arduous and wcessant labor of wnmigiant poneers They distinguished
themselves for then peisevermg and hard-working sprrat. which o Japanese
characterisue Thew descendants were the hetrs of these customs 1 hope the mentber s
of the Nikker Comnmemty contenue to foster nutual understanding to help strengthen
the ues of friendship and cooperation between ow Mo countries, which are joined
by the Pacific Ocean Mv best wishes for the furure development of the Peruvian-
Japanese Community

Musalike Komura
Miatster of Foreign Affarrs of Japan



Message from
His Excellency Victor Aritomi
Ambassador of Peru to Japan

One hundred v ears have elapsed sine e the fiy st group of imnngrants aived ar Calluo
on hoard the Sukwa Maru These Japanese wmigrants were the founders and
moneers of a mgratory wave that meade Peri one of thew most wpor tant destmations

By the turn of the 19 century Japan was undergomg particula h difficult nmes
while America appeared 1o be the Promnsed Land

Hence, these Japanese unngr angs, pushed by thew dreams and comage  sailed off
tovwards the coasts of South Amer fca, to Pern On this side of the oc ean, far from the
Empire of the Rising Sun, was a dotig Sonuth Anierviean Republic, the hen of the
legendany fnca Empue

Seven hundred and nnen, Japanese HHBUGLAS Sel out on g stremions 36-di Vovage
from Yohohanta to Callao without amy of the ¢ omfor s that passengers empon todm Upon
then aiyval to their destnation, they v ere muneduteh assigned to work on Pplantations
along the Peruvian coast Labor conditions were ot vers favorable for native people
sk less for Jupanese g ants Despute the odids, they gradualh became adapted to
their uew surroundmgs and evennalh ewrned the respect of thewr neighbors for the
orgamzed manner of Ining, hard-vworhmg spur it and semse uf econonn

Little by hule, these unnigy ams changed from bemg emplnees 1o mdependent
businessimen as owners of smail shops and later smafl mdsties Smce then mamn,
have prospered ad hecome s es sful i larger bsinesses and mdustrnal acin mes

The children of the first Japanese mmigrants o Pern quichly excelled m local
professional and cultn al activines This. a new Perin clement hegan to take vhape

Toda, several Nekher artests and riters iane nwon g Place of honor m ¢ ontempor arn
Pertvran cultwre, sporis, idustn nade and polities, amongst other s

tes equally sigmficant that the crtizens of Petu have eloc ted a President whose last
name 1s written i Kanp

After all these vears, we can now firnth declare thar Peru hay citt=ens of Japanese
origm who wish to commemorarte this 100" Ammversan which o hs the fortunate
encounter of two peoples and cultures, a story that hegan wath the w rival of the
Sakw a Maru

Wewndt to render o hest homage to these brme Japanese g ants to Pery
whose resolutton did not waver and who e entually bult the foundations of thew
homes vt ths new land Ma we alf contimne worhing av every Perinaan, towareh
the futire of Pein, g countrm that is a melting pov of races as Jose Mo A renedas,
the fumous Pertvin author of "Todas Lay Sungres wrote

Victor Avitomi
Ambavsadon of Peru to Japan
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Message from
His Excellency Yoshizo Konishi
Ambassador of Japan to Peru

Peru was the fii st destmation of Japanese unnugrants m South America Mam of
these proneers dicd soon afier thev arived to Pern, either from sichness ot harsh
workmg condiirons Later, many others faced the difficulties and conseguenc s of
IWorld Wan 11 Despue these events, the Nikher Commummn participated w a broad
range of actrvines and mtioduced new values inio the mudti-cudtu al socien of Pern

Tius has allowed the Japanese Communiy of Peru 1o successfully blend mito the
saciey of Pern The 100% Annneisary of Japanese Immigrants to Peru embodies a
parncular meaning The Centennal Annpyersar y mavks a pertod wineh allows us o
understand the efforts of the mumgiant s long jowney and the role that the Nehher
have plaved i the mansieam of Pery This eperience s shared wiih futire
generations as an wspa ation 1o lrelp thew persistemb develop and blossom

Twould ke to express mv sincere grautnde 1o alf those that have made possible the
celebranion of this symbolic yem Through Gerwrdo Mar Prestdent of the
Comnnesion of the 100 Ay ersarv of the Japanese I anon to Pern, Inish to
thank each and every one of vou It has heen a great pleaswre to vwitness the mam
day of celeh ation held on May 30% that was extremely stccessful and splendid We
were honoied to have welcomed Alberio Fuynmors, Presudent of Perw and, v the
representatn es of Japan, Her Roval Highness, Princess Savaho, Toshiki Katfis, forme:
Prime Munster (President of the Japanese-Perwvian Par ramentary Leagie) Kazup
Haruna, President of the Conmussion of the 100° Anniversar af the Jananese
Iamugiation to Pern, the Governors of each Prefeciire mentioned m this hook, as
well as mamy other distingunshed delegates Special mention nnst be made of Kuzuo
Huruna whe has been exceptionath helpful tm the preparations for the [00%
Anmversarn

A particular poignait moment was when Prncess Savako and members of the first
generation of Japanese nmnagrants who endured the hardships of many vears met

The activines of s Annversarv were not circumsaribed to the members of the
Nikker Commumn The Congress of Peru spomored many events an a divei sity of
Jupanese subjects open to the public Fuithermore, a photo album was prblished
and a documentar video was recorded A friendy foothall mateh was plaved bemeen
the teams of hoth countries Each of these activities puy homage to the first
mnigrants Likewse, the Central Reserve Bank of Peru issued a specal coin i
commemoration of the 100 Anmiversary and commentoi atve stamyprs weie muted
ut Peru and Japan  Each actman m asself bears witness 1o the appreciation of the



people of Peru tawards the Nilker The beanuful “Lima-Chon © statie was erected
m Yohohama, from the place where the Sakura Mary setsatl to Perit one hundi ed
years ago

Peruvians i generad are fanuhar wah the Japanese way of hje that 15 based on
honesty and hard work These are the frunts of the ¢ caselo efforts of each Jupanese
mumigiant With no distinction whatsoever, i e of trouble they would ching
together The motto “One hundied vears of effort A realiny of tedy and example of
tamoniaw ™ expresses the essence of the Japanese unmigrants “hfestle m Peru |
Wish to express my most sincere fespect for such a steadfast dvaame and posiine
attitude Mav this spiit alwars be present and continee o bloom m the futhre

The honds of fitendship between Pery and Japan have grown stronger and decper
during these past hundied vears Peru ts curs enth the prume benefic iy of Japanese
financial cooperation among South American « ountries Japan 1s one of Peru's most
mmportant collaborators As part of the HP Annn eran celebrations, the Jupanese
Govermment has launched two non-reunbu sable caoperation projects the
construction of the Instituto Mater no Permatal, a Perinvian Japanese Fm'ml'\hfp
Hospaal for Mother and Infamt Health Care and the Peru-Jupan Fellowship Bridge
The latter will eave the flow of wraffic fron the northers bank of the Rimac River 10
the Lima downtown area

As concerns acadenue and cultw al weas. e hanges hetween both countries have
also grown Andean archaeology 15 one example among mam other

Relatons between Peruand Japan have become closes atvanions levels The Nthher
Commumty ha plaved a magor 10le m striking friendh relanions between Pery and
Japan and wncieases ow support througlh several other means of ¢ ooperation e
hope all the Nibket, who have mberited the hest of these two countries, will contrbute
towards the developmen of the people of Pert as well as iy ec enonn and 1 culare
Ve urge them to conttine ¢ ooperaimng tenciease fitendhy relations taking th s vear
as a starimng pomt for the next one hundred vears | bid my best wishes jor the
construc tion of the Commentoratn e Clinie of the Perinvian Japanese Assocanon |
wisht to extend i most smcere wishes for the w cll-hetng of all the Japanese
Conmwny of Peru throughout the 21 ¢ entury

Yoshize Konivhi
dmbassador of Japan to Pern



Message from

Kazuo Haruna

President of the Commemorative
Commission of Japan

I'would Ihe to express an sincere achnowledgement 1o the Centenmal Annn ersan
of the Japanese Imnugration to Peru | welcome this oppor tinny 1o congrainlare
Japanese mmpugiants residing m Peru and Niehher descendants

Whowould have helreved one lumdred vear s ago, when the first 790 proneers braved
the waves of the Pacific Ocean and mnugrated 1o South Amerrca, that the Nikher
Communin would have acliered such progress’ Sumce then, more thun 30.000
Jupanese innugrants have navelled across the ocean 1o Peru | am deeply moved
when [ think abowt all the lundsviup and sorrow they encountered and overcame The
fife story of each of these ploneers o a moving drama, o umigue saga These men
straggled, suffered and pragressed m the 1ough coast or rugged mowntams under
ram o shine Mame perished and now rest under the stariit oka

Twenld ke to pav nn respects 1o the Nikker, heurs of the virtues of the g ait
proneers, for having accomplivhed the aceeptance of the Peruvian socien and
coinohdated the now presaigrons Nihker Conmmmity

fris a great honor 1o preswde ever the Commemorative Conunession of the Centennal
of the Japanese Imnugranon to Pery i Japan On ths occasion, the Nikher
Convnumity 15 celebratng the Cemtenmal Annrversany of then forefathers” steadfase
endearor I can avsure you that the arduous tash of commemoranng these major
Instorical events has become one of my fondest and maost neaswed memories

At present, Peru and Japan have established pohutcal and economic i elattonslups
despite geographie distances and the language bartier These bonds gron snonger
each dav Mav owr o countries continue hulddurg the foundunions of a sohd
friemdsiup ar the threshold of the new centun

fwish to thank the companes, mstutions, associations and wdnaiduals who have
made contributions despite the difficult econonue stuation T wish 1o extend m
acknowledgenent to all the people who orgamzed each celebratton worthy of thrs
Centenmmal

In closing, I wish to thank Gerando Marwy, Presidemt of the Commemoratn e
Comnussion of the Japanese Iumigration to Peru nis member s and each person
who i one way or another have helped to make this imporiant event such a sucecess

Kazuto Haruna
President of the Commemoraine Comntission of Jupan



Message from

Ryoichi Jinnai

President of the International Foundation of
the Ryoichi Jinnai Corporation of Japan

On Aprd 3. 1899, the shup Sakura Moy with 790 Jepunese inumgrants arrrved to
ihe Port of Callao It was the first immugration to South America and marhed the
heginnng of the Japanese wnngration to Pery

Tenvears ago, Idonated the funds to buld the Jmmai Center of the Peruvian Jupunese
Cultural Center as a sign of respect to unsngrants The pwrpose of this
achnowledgement was alvo to shen gthen the bonds of friendship among Nihker so
they cowld enjay wonde: ful mowents m thewr old age

Plans fo burlding a clime have been made on the Centenmal Annrverary of the
Japanese Immgianon to Peru Agaw, | express in o wislt to cooperate with the Nikhet
Comunonty The clnie will not onh: be open to the Japanese Commumty bui to all
Peruvians as well

During the first vem s, many mnngrants experienced a series of difficulues and
sorrows They managed to forge ahead and hecome suc cess fil people An example
of this 1s Nihher Alberto Fupmorr, who was elected as Piestdent of Pery

Finally, Iwish 10 express my best wishes for the development of the Japanese
Communiny and Peru

Ryoichi Jinnai
President of the International Foundation
of the Ryoddit Jinnar Corpor atron of Japan
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Message from
Ayako Sono
President of the Nippon Foundation

Our hest wishes to the Nikher Commumn on the Centenmal Amversary of the
Jupanese Imnugration to Peri

I st admue that on vses £ have made 1o Perit Fwas able to see for nnself the 1ole
Nikhet have developed and thewr igh prestige We feel proud of the fact that you are
Japanese descendants

Cne hundved vears ago, the fiist Japanese imnugrants set foot on Permvan soll
Full of hope. they never mmaguned the difficuliies they were about to encounter
Nevertheless, thunks to thewr courage and self-sacrifice, they succeeded i thew
puipose to construe a better future for themselves They weie able to do so thants to
then perseverance, sacrifice, honest work and other virtues  Younger gener atons
have a lnghrespect for the acluevements of thewr forefather s

It gives us grear pleasure that this Nikher Communin has hecome a bue hridge
benween hatl nattons It helps us exchange cultnal, scientific, sporss. social and
other acimvities It also enables s 10 continue fostermg mutual trust that grons
stronger with each passing dm

Our Foundation has had the great sansfaction of supporting the Peruvian-Nikhet
Comnuunty m the consiruction and mmplementation of the Japanese Immigration
Muserm and the Polvelinic, among other wot ks executed These works aie presenthy
defrvering an efficient and piaisewor thy service for the benefit of the Nikher and
Peruvian Conmmuntties We reiterate once agamn owr sauisfaction for the sirccessfid
use grven to the Foundaton s ard

Fumally, we congratulate the Nthher Commumtty and Peruvians m general for such
an outstanding celebiation of the Centemmal Anmiversany of the Jupanese
Imnugiation to Peru We look forvward to the best of virccevses

Ayaho Sono
President of the Nippon Foundation



Message from

Gerardo Maruy

President of the Peruvian Japanese
Association and the Centennial Anniversary
Commemorative Commission

An agreement was reached to publish the Centennial Book withm the framevwork of
the celebrations of the Centenmal Annversary of the Jupanese Immugration to Pery
It has become a reahn thaniks to the financial suppor 1 of the Jupanese mernational
Cooperation Agency (JICA} and the Conmmemon atrve Book Commsion presided by
Cesar Bunesiuge An efficient and herdn orhing team who worked continungyh for
almost four years assrsted lum [ wish to express my sincere gratitide o all

The Centenmal Book 1 the stony of the personal experiences of the memhers of the
Nikker Commumty dn g these Pt one lmdred vears The stories 1ol by ing hack
memarics for those of s who had the vpportunity, of hemng purt of its history These
sacred testimontes will abwavs be cherihed and wiil be anexample for future gener ations

11s pages are hownd together wih the celebrations of the Cemtenmal Annp ensary of
the Japanese Inmgianon to Peiy The motte, "ONE [HUNDRED YEARS OF
EFFORT AREALITY TODAY AN EXAMPLE FOR TOMORROW was imspired
the values and v ties handed dovn to 13 by owr beloved and 1espected ane eston s
WWith thewr effort, they helped build the successfil Nthker Commumn 1 15 today as an
example for futire penerantons

Those of us who had the good for tune of par icipanng in the ac traties of the Cemtenmal
Anmversary of the Japancse Inmmigration 1o Peru will abwavs 1emember the most
strreing moments How can we forget the solomn Inauguranon Ceremom of the
Centenmial Commemor ative Mouument i honor of the 790 Japanese proneer s that
was held i the Campo de Marte Pal in the District of Jesits Maiia? e were
honored witl the presence of Her Raval Highness, Princess Savako und Alherto
Fupmart, Presdent of the Repubiie of Pei i ac ompained by the Inghest authorines
of Japan and Peiir A crowd of more than 18,000 Nikker expressed then happiess
and cheeved Princess Savaho and President Alber o Fi wjrmen 1 during the memor ahle
Olvmpic towr of the La Union Stadnom diurmg the Mam Ceremony Mention ms
also be made of the wnforgetiable homage paid 10 900 opchan and obaachan
Evervhady stood up during the grand finale of the celerations of the Cemtenmal
Amuversan: of the Japanee Imnugration to Peru

L also wish 10 expross i smcere attude for the suppoit and cooperation of the
Governments of Peru and Japan My special thanks to the Embassy of Japan m
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Peru represented by His Excellency, Ambuassador Yoshizo Komishi and accompanying
diplomats for thew significant and mvalwable conti thution 1o the success of these
eelebratons  Likewise, I wish to thank the Japanese Internanonal Cooperation
Agency (JICA) represented by Tomochiha Uclida, Restdent Representative in Pernt

Nineteen ninety-nine, a memorable and lustoric vear, began with the Crvic Pavade
and the Flag Rawsing Ceremony of Perr Our sincere gratitude and acknowledgement
to the following people and msututions of Peru and Japan who contnibuted to the
success of ewr celebranons with thewr good will and effort His Excellency. Victor
Arvtomi, Ambassador of Peru to Japan, Monsignor Juan Lurs Crpriam, Aichbishop
of Lima and Primate of Peru, Maitha Hildeb andt, Chanman of the Congress of the
Republic of Peru, 1epresentatives of PROMPERU, the Central Reserve Bank, of Pern,
SERPOST, the Mumcipalities of Jestis Maria, Puente Piedia, San Borja, Strco,
Callao, Ate Vitaite, Lince and Cerio Azul (Caiiete). the Peruvian Japanese Business
Councitl ({CEPEJA). the Japanese Chamber of Conmerce and Industry, the Sansindan,
the Urasenke Association of Peru, the Soka Gakhar Internatronal Perwvian
Association, the Peruvian Japanese Women 3 Association (Fupnhan), the Association
of Prefectures. the Instttuttons of the Pevuvian Japanese Commumity, the Nikher
Schools. Peru Shimpo, the Nehher, and the Pertvian and foreign press

I also wish to mention deepfelt gratutude to Kaigar Nibketjmn Kvoha, the Japan
Foundatton, the Council of Local Authorities for Inter nanonal Relanons (CLAIR), the
Japanese External Trade Orgamization (JETRO). the Japanese World Exlubition
Commemorgtive Fund (BANPAKU), the Kyoto Otohum Lions Club, the NHK
Internanonal, Jodo Shinshu Hongwanpi-Ha, the Asociacion Nippo Peruano, the Pan
American MOA Foundation Inc , the Osaha i the Wor ld Conmmttee, Dr Shozo Masuda,
Di Yostuo Onuka, D Toslie Yanaguida, Yuhart Tokumiisu and Yashro Ak

We feclverv for tunate becaise mam of the proyects v henefit of the Pertvian Japanese
Commumty have become a reatiry The construction of the Centenmal Clinic, a project
of the Peruvian Jupanese Association will symbolize the historie event of ow
conmunite Its culmanon will be a challenge for all of us

A signtficant sum of maney was collected thanks 1o the effort and suppoit of the
Commemor atrve Comnussion of the Centenmal of the Japanese Iunugration to Pern
u Japan Kazuo Haruna chawed this commmssion with efficiency, dedicaton and
care. with the ard of 1ts Honorary President Toshiks Katfu This contribution has
enabled us 1o breal the ground for the Construction of the Chme. [ wish 1o express
our everlusting g atitude to each and eveny one

We also wish to meniton a posthumous acknowledgement to Ryoch Sasagawa for
fus constant support in various projects of the Peruvian Japanese Association

We are deeply grateful 1o Ryvorchy Juna for Ins valuable support and coopei ation to
o mstitution, par ticularly as concerns the opnchan and obauchan



Once agan, [ retterate my smcere acknowledgement to all the members of the
Commemorative Commussion with whom I have shared four years of effort, work,
sacrifice and understanding to make posstble the success of the celebiations of the
Centenmal Anmversary The communnes of Peru and Japan gave thewr mvaluable
acknowledgement to this celebranon

The best homage to ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF HISTORY OF THE JAPANESE
IMMIGRATION TO PERU will be for OUR FOREFATHERS who from ubove
will be able to see that their sacrifice, work and hopes were notm vain Thev can see
that there 15 a generation that has mamiaed the weals of mutual under standing
and gratitude to PERU, the Promised Land that sheltered them and helped then
dreams and hopes come true This will remam as an example for future gener anons

1 entreat vou to contmue workmg with the same efficiency and enthusiasm for the
well-bewng of the Nikkei Conmumiy and the Perinian society May you tighten the
bonds of friendship between Peru and Japan Ihave the satisfaction of | having fulfilled
the tash we were entrusted Umity and soldarity have been 1eaffiy med Once agam
our commonty has confismed that it can accept challenges and reach the Mughest
objecives

Today, more than ever, I feel unmensely proud of bemg a PERUVIAN NIKKEI

Geravdo Maruy

President of the Peruvian Japanese Association and
the Commemorative Commussion of the Centenmal
Ammversary of the Japanese Immigration to Peru
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Message from

César Tsuneshige

President of the Centennial Anniversary
Book Commission

Tam deepl moved as § open the pages of “The Centennial Anniver vany of the Japanese
Imnngration 1o Peru™ and reahze that I have had the honor of presidmg over the
zealous group of collaboiators that e made 1 possible, for practicath forrvears

Tius was a great challenge for me, but thanks to the quahn and geacrosin of the
meimhers of the Baoh Comuussion, we are proud to present 1t to you and ths deeph

Moves me

fam paricularly grateful to the Centenmal Conmssion of the Jupanese Inmnngr aton
to Pein, and s President, Gerardo Maruy, for havimg emrusted us with thrs ta

During four vears. we leld regular meetngs 1o draft the gindetines, format and
work schedule for thiy important book  Thus nrvolved endless guests for hooks,
research and tips to different places to gather informatton about each event
menitoned hevemn

Certeun changes to the book have been muade as a result of information contamed m
previaus books published on this same subject We have no wmiention of heing
redundant. and have aceepted the suggestions made  several people m Japan,
partcalarly Professor Shoze Maswda and former Ambassador of Japan to Peru
1hs Excelleney Hiroslt Nagasakt They asked for moie post wan mfor mation to he
wnchiudded i thus hook, that s, events that have taken place more recenth This wivolved
wnderscoring the second generation, o Niser Members of owr ¢ommssion also
comtributed ideas on the subject

The followmng is g swmmary of the work undei taken that covers the period from
Apnif 3, 1899, the date on which the first seven hundred and mnety Japanese
tmmgrants arined to Pery on hoard the Sakura Maru, up to the tevn of President
of the Republic of Pern, Alberto Fiyunor

The tale of the Japanese immugiants to Peru umvolves 82 vea vovages, the names of
eaclt ship, the number of wnnugrants and the places of ory J

The hook contawns a hist of chronological events histed as C hronologic al International
Events, of Japanese and of the Peruvian Japanese Communn

Information and experiences of each Prefectine, sever al intiutions and Kenpmkar
have heen ticluded together with o collectron of photographs published for
memorys sake



The beguinmings of the first Pre and Post World War 11 msttitions, provincral and
department assoctations and schools of the community have also been recorded

Mecungs were held with Bsei and a Niser work group to allow them to express
themselves and explain then endeavours Survevs were carried out with the Senser,
the young people of the 3% generation Sunple questionnanes were distributed
amongst the students of the schaols of the Japanese Communny to gather the opinion
of the 4* generation of Japanese nnug ants

The book also unveils several wpor tant events af the 100% 4nnives sary celeb atrons,
as has been suggested by the Central Commssion

We wish to mention that the preparations for this hook have heen an eviremeh
rewarding experience, mvolving mamy hours of hard work collecung infor mation
from books, magazines, newspapers, identfiing people 1 old photo albums and
sharing personal experiences thiough mierviens

It 15 a commemorative book that portravs the path of vgrant pioneer s, om
forefathers and therr descendants

We wish to thank the Japanese International C noperation Ageney (JICA) for us
valuahle contribution m making this book, possible

César Tuneshige
Presrdent of the Centenmal Ammver s ary Book Commission

25



- A A
i A0 S el e i e e AR
ég:““g Y A 2 2 L et S h ﬁﬁ’t e : X 'q ] § _ : — - “ s ﬁ,?dc%r R hﬁ“

" 1

.“ - ; ' s fieys : 3 i - k ol ke --. ¥ fik: 3
3 i =3 e 3 gy =y 1% A ¥ A ' : : 2 j 4o L%JM*- e b5
e s | de G Ter AR L g i S e “ .
; _ L. Terane T ; v bt -,
il 7
et R

m " Ao ke R, B i 4 T s e s e -
. V. — - i et STt i s i3 e 56 o =
oot ey

. . e AEEINE AR A 1y /0 6 VLA “‘i’h’-” _
camyccsawe e e g (g emmanmi N RNGY A ESESES

TR ) e "s ) T e e I IR L
R b LSS SN ) et

,: ¥ - .
-+ .
i
g
1
H : R
" 4 ;
LL, %‘ ¥ iﬁ? - ¢ . g
e e i Ty o bl '
.' R ’ ;;iv\::‘_f&{ﬁt : . _

The Sakura Maru that doched at the Port of Cerro Azul. Caiete. m April 1899, leay ng the
last group of Japanese immugrants of its 1! histone vovage to Peru

This old photograph show s the prer that recen ed the sugar cane cargo from the

ncarby plantations for 1t~ export In the bachground stands the ¢hi¥ called E Fraile that was

witness o the armnval of the ficst Japanese imnmgrants to Cafete



Japarnese Peasanis in 1495
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Summary of the Japanese Immigration
to Peru

On January 27, 1614, by order of Viceroy Juan Mendoza y Luna, Count
of Montesclare, a census was carried out n the city of Luma According
to the records of those days. 20 Japanese men and wormen were hving 1n
Lima at that time  The orginal records are kept at the State Library of
the Pasco de Recoletos m Madnd, Spain

As concerns the Peruvian Japancse Community, Apnl 3, 1899, 1s
constdered as the official date of the arrival of Japanese mmigrants to
Peru aboard the Sakura Mary

On August 21, 1873, the First Peace, Friendship, Trade and Navigation
Treaty was signed i Japan between the Republic of Peru and the Empire
ofJapan Tlus treaty specified that Japanese citizens were allowed to travel
to Peru Formerly, Japanese authorities had forbidden Japanese ciizens to
migrate under the penalty of death. Japanese immigration had
been allowed to Canada, Mexico, Hawan and the United States
a few years before permisston was extended to Peru

One paragraph of the Treaty reads as follows- “Let there be
peace and everlasting friendshup between the Republic of
Peru and the Empire of Japan, their hetrs and successors and
between their respective citizens and subgects The people
and ther properties shall enjoy full protection i the terrtorics
of the countries party to this Treaty”™ However, under
President Manuel Prado. at the beginning of World War I,
this clause was not respected

At the wm of the 19™ century. the sugar cane and cotton
haciendas or plantattons on the coast of Peru did not have
enough ficld hands Since the Republic of Peru had been
declared m 1821, the situation of labor shortage gradually
became worse Between 1849 and 1874, workers were

BRIEF

hired from the ghlands of Peru, China and Polynesia
There were 90.000 Chinese and Polynesian workers who
labored under termble conditions

Japan was undergoing severe political and social changes
in those days due to the Meyt Era and the fall of the
Shogun, or government by the military

By the end of the 19 century, cities such as Tokyo, Osaka,
Nagoya and Hakata had more than 100,000 mhabuants
They developed flounishing industries textiles, tron. steel

HBISTORY OF THE JAPANLSE IMMIGRATION TO PIRU



and machinery These Japancse cities were quite modern and
were rapidly equipped with public utihiuies, telephone and
radio Streetcars were the most popular means of massive
transportation Most of the main streets were paved These
cities had large warchouses, restaurants and an array of
foreign and local shows  Film theaters vicwed silent motion
pictures and baseball was becomng a popular sport

The Japanese Navy and Army were rearganized according
to western models and public admimstration followed suit
Education was also changed considerably An estimated
30,000 schools were built and Japanese teachers were sent
abroad to specialize in western countries

There was a siriking difference of urban and rura) hiestyles
m Japan Most Japanese immagrants to Peru were from
peasant stock. or the least privileged class, which accounted
for onc third of the population of Japan They were practically
stuck to the land because they were forbidden 1o move
clsewhere This system obliged them to pay high taxes to
support those 1n power

Tive swgar cane and sugar midf

The industries of Japan increasingly demanded more workers Ha okt Cuar Gransce
and by that time the peasants were allowed the ownership of then plots
of land, but the population continued to grow ery quickly The population
density of Japan in those days was 140,000 people per square hilometer

This was one of the major reasons why the Government of Japan allowed
Its eimzens to migrate Migration cased cconomic and social problems
and also helped Japan to expand 11s irade towards Western countrics and
dhscover new sources of raw matenal to meet the demand of Japan's
growing industrial sector

The First Inmigration to Peru

The Japanese ummugration to Peru mamly happened Cottom Pl s at Hosc omda ik ahanra
because of two reasons on the one hand, hacienda owners
on the coast of Peru needed cheap labor for their sugar
cane and cotton plantations On the other hand. the cheap
labor provided by the Chinese was no longer allowed
because of an miernational conflict that lead the Port of
Macao to be closed in [874 Many Japanese people
dreamed about traveling to Peru to find a job, sas e money
and go back home These people chose Peru as their
destination because the United States Government had
1ssued a quota restriction on Japanese immigrants

SUMMARY OF THE JAPAYNTSE IMMIGRATION 29
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Young Japancse unmigrants and thewr famaites
before thewr wea vovage 1o Pery
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In those days, immugration compames duly
authonzed by the Government of Japan brought
Japancse workers to the United States, Canada and
Mexico These companies published attractive
advertisements on the salaries and living conditions
of Peru Tins mformation caught the attention of
several Japanese who were unaware of the fact that
these compantes only publicized the sunny side of
the story, as publicity agents usually do

B

Those nterested 1 travehng to Peru knocked
on the doors of these companies with two
witnesses, as required by law, to sign the work
contract Each person signed us contract free of
will and under no obligation whatsocver This was unlike the Chinese
“caoltes” or the Polynesian “canacas” who were recrurted by force,
tricked, kidnapped and sometimes even seld into slavery

The work contracts required candidates to be between 20 and 45 years
old and in good physical and mental health. The term of each contract
was four years, but the amount agreed as payment for a day’s wage was
not respected Many Japanese laborers went on strike and made claims
These Japanese had no mntention of staying in Peru

Tie Mornoka Company managed to recruit 798 Japanese of which 790
made the first trip to Peru. On February 28, 1899, the first group of
Japanesc immigrants set saul from the Port of Yokohama aboard the
Sakura Maru Famtlies and friends stood on the wharfs waiving goodbye
to their loved ones while music played and ticker tape floated in the air.
These immigrants ammved at the Port of Callao on April 3. 1899 None of
the passengers came on shore The next day. after the official customs
formalies were cleared, the ship sailed towards the haciendas on the
northern coast of Peru and dropped off each worker at the place specified
1n their respective contracts The journey ended 1n the haciendas of the
southern coast of Peru close to Lima

Ths first expenence 1n Japanese immigration through work contracts was
not very encouraging for the worker or the Morioka Company
Nevertheless, the Morioka Company prospered and brought 67 additional
groups of Japanese immigrants to Peru out of the 102 groups that came by
boat from Japan between 1899 and 1923 The hacienda owners greatly
benefited from the amval of these workers, despite the matial disagreements
This became clear as more laborers were asked to come and work in Pery

The Japanese had put all their hopes of success 1 Peru based on the
mformation they had received. The bare facts told a different story and
eventually problems arose On Apnil 25, 1899, the first strike broke out

THE FIRST IMMIGRATION TO PERU



at the Hacienda San Nicolds. The immugrants demanded advance payment
to pay cash at the stores owned by the Chinese Mactenda owners had
tumbos or stores owned by them, and wanted 1o obhge the Japanese
laborers to buy their geods at higher prices by means of coupons

Some Japanese had gained expertence in resisting the abuses of hacienda
owners The Japanese workers who orgamized the San Nicolds Strike
had previously migrated to Hawau where they had met other ethnie
groups who suffered the same plight and in this way they ganed more
political awareness

Trouble broke out between the mass of workers and the power groups as
aresult of the impositions of the owners on the workers and the mirigues
of native Peruvians who spread rumors saying that the Japanese were
really soldiers in disguise who wanted to take over Peru. In additton 1o
these unfounded suspicions, Japanese was a new race for Peruvians and
they mistrusted them out of fear of the unknown and also because both
sides had great difficulty in speaking 1o each other because of the language
barrier These difficuluies were surmounted once Peruv ians saw how hard
working the Japanese were

The Japanese inmigranis started to regret therr decision to come to Peru
when they began to fall 11l from endemic diseases, manly malana, yellow
fever and dysentery Inmost cases. these workers had no means of medical
assistance or treatment The workers continued 1o protest because of
bad food and poor living condiions i houses that had no toilets or
running water

Those whe did not wanlt to continue working in these haciendas were sent
1o Callao to be re-assigned to a different job Some of the former hacienda
workers decided to try their luch in coffee and rubber plantations n the
Jungleof Bolivia The younger Japanesc were v en jobs as house helpers,
maids and gardeners The Japanese never allowed anyonc to explowt them
unjustly If an employer tnied to impose upen them a colomal system of
treatment, they immediately complamed.

organized stnikes, ran away and broke their

contracts

Very few were able to save money 1n due trne to
return to Japan or iravel to another country, and
s0 most stayed i Peru.

The next migrations up to 1923

On the second Journey to Peru tn 1903, the proup
of Japanese immrgrants ncluded women.
Contracts specified marnied men for obvious

SUMMARY OF TUHT JAPANESL IMMIGRATION
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reasons Japanese immmgrants had no intention
of marrying women from Peru, because they
insisted that they wanted to return to Japan
someday

In 1907. the Meiyn Company transported 250
people. 150 for haciendas and 100 for the
Tambepata rubber area i the Department of Madre
de Dios. which occupies partof the Amazon Basin
Between 1899 and 1923, 18.258 Japanesc
immigrants arnved of which 15.887 were men,
2.145 were women and 226 were clildren

The members of the Japanese Community share
aclassic story about how many worhers fled from
these haciendas These iumrgrants survived
many difficultics to reach Lima and other cities
They deserted their jobs on the hactendas because they were not willing
to be humihated and abused but rather wanted to look for a morc
promsing job with a higher salary. Ofien, they met relatives or fmends
who lived n other places At the beginning of World War . Peruvian
cotton was m great demand in the international market and had pracucally
substituted sugar cane as far as the piime export ¢rop and so more ficld
hands were needed

It 15 worth pointing out that Japancse nmmigrants supperted and
participated in the legal baule for an eight-hour work day They
fought against the constant abuse of the employers and the unjust
salanes they were paid to do their jobs

From 1923. Japanese imnmgrants arnyed as mdependent workers
with no work contract Young Jupanese arnved in scarch of
adventure or had been summoned by therr relatives and friends

The Government of Peru emitted resirictions on Japanese
Immugration n 1930 One of the reasons why this happened was
because the government declared that there were not cnough hotels
to lodge the Japanese immuigrants, which was justan excuse Later,
22,000 soles customs tax was exacted Other requirements were
demanded that each immigrant have a legahzed contract or a
relative 1n Peru who could guarantee their support

Location in the cities

Immigrants were free as soon as thewr contracts expired Most
renewed therr onginal contracts or looked for yobs on other
haciendas Some preferred changing jobs altogether Those who
remamed at the haciendas usually worked as admiumstrative

LOCATION IN THL CITIES



employees after a while They leased plots and grew cotton, Others set
up small businesses hke small stores, barber shops, coffee shops and
budget restaurants

Immigrants’ jobs in the cities

The Japanese headed for the cities because of breach of contract or
because they had run away and decided to enter the field of trade In the
urban areas, they started as street peddiers and small busimesses Later,
they opened restaurants, stores, barber shops, coffee shops, tallor's shops,
watchmaker’s shops or similar businesses that required small amounts
of capital

When the efficiently run small busineses of the Japancse immigrants
started to prosper in Lima the local inhabitants reacted negatively because
they felt jealous when they saw foreigners make a better hiving than they
did The barber shops in Lima and Callac owned by Japanese were
preferred by most customers. Authonities decided to close 22 of these
barber shops, 1n most cases with the help of the police

The Barbers Association was split nto two, and the leader of one of the
groups was ordered 1o close hus shop He resisted the order and was
expulsed from the Barbers Association and the Central Japanese Society
of Lima. The Embassy and Consulate of Japan ordered Ius deportation
Duning his arrest, he and one of his employces who was g Peruvian
woman were badly treated In view of the political influence that this
person had acquired because he had already become a Peruvian aitizen,
both he and hts employee were rescued from the ship that was taking
them to Japan His employcee died two months later and as a result the
ant1 Japanese campaign became more intense than before

From 1934 and thereafter, local newspapers launched an
ant Japanese campaign based upon the fact that the
presence of the Japanese in Peru was harmful to the
country, and this 1dca persisted for many years

Aggression against the Japanese Community in Peru was
open and discrete at the same time, but a rumor was spread
stating that the Japanese were planning to take over the
country with weapons they had smuggled and ndden. In
addition to this, people became more aware of the fact
that the members of the Axis were spreading war in many
countries of the world. Some local imhabitants of Lima
gathered at the state school called Nuestra Sefiora de
Guadalupe at a meeting summoned by the students
themselves who stirred the spints of the masses to plunder

SUMMARY OF THE JAPANEST IMMIGRATION
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Japanesc businesses and homes The Government of Peru called out the
army as a means of protection aganst these acts of violence 1t 1s umportant
to mention that most Peruvians appreciated the Japanese immugrants
and, m some cases, even protected them from the mob

Over the years, Peruvians began to appreciate these Japanese immugrants
even more They learncd 1o understand and appreciate the Japanese way
of thinking and working At the begmning of World War 11, ihe prestige
of the Japanese Communtty was in high regard thanks to the excellent
and courteous service they delivered to Peruvians The latter had already
neticed how resourceful, honest, punctual and hard working Japanese
mmigrants were and particularly their high moral standards People often
commented that the Japanese were better workers than the local
inhabitants. because they were punctual as concerns the dates of delivery
of goods purchased and sold. were trustworthy and reliable workers
Tlus 15 why many customers preferred dealing with Japanese workers.

To thus regard. Alberto Ulloa, a Peruvian diplomat and one of the main
promoters of the measures taken aganst the Japanese i 1936, changed
s mind m 1941 and stated “As concerns business competition, the
Peruvian artisan or worker cannot deny that a Japanese worker fares
well, 1s ofien cheaper and much more punctual and conscientious m his
work than s Peruvian counterpart It 1s only natural that customers
prefer a Japanesc worker instead of a local Peruvian The customer feels
that the job will be fimshed sooner (f a Japanese person 1s 1n charge, be
{lus running a houschold errand, a delivery service. or ajob ata workshop
Customers feel that they pay a Japanese worker less and that they are
more willing to do the job™.

The economic prospetity of the Japanese Community was mainly due to
the “tanomoshi”, a savings and loan system that
was used sidestepping the banks The honor of a
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When scores of Japancse immigrants mmgrated
to Lima, the capital, the need for approprate
communications amongst all the community
became evident. In 1909, onc of the immigrants
began pubhshing a handwritten newspaper in
Japanese It was written on wrapping paper and
featured the most important events At the
begmnning it was distributed among all the barber
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shops and later in the homes of the Japanese Commumity
Twelve 13sues were published in a year and a half This
handwnitten newspaper was called Nipponjin (Japanese)
sumilar to the Kairan ban (a type of newsletter) that was
published n Japan by the Tonart gumi o1 group of
neighbors It mentioned births, deaths and affairs of
inferest to the commumity One sole handwrriten copy was
passed from one famuly to another Each had to stamp a
scal, as proof that they had received and read 1t Iritsu
(Autonomy) appeared in 1910. It was a mimeographed
manuscript edited by employces of the Japanese
Consulate. The first Japanese newspaper. the Andes Jtho
(Andean Chronicle), printed in Japanese characters was
published in November 1913. The Nippi Shimpo (Peru -
Japan Newspaper} was published 1n June 1921 1n 1926,
the magazine Da1 Nambei (Great South America) was published followed
by Hamber (Panamerican) in 1928 Then in 1929, the Perit Nicht Nichs
Shimpo (Daily News from Peru with witty comments) was published
By mud 1929. these three publications formed the Lima Nippe (News
from Lima) In August 1929, another group formed the Perit hho The
newspaper, Perl Hochi, was published 1 1941

Associations

The Barbers Association of Lima was established in 1907 as a means of
contacting and helping cach other The Barbers Association of Callao was
founded n 1909 At first, it only represented the mierests of the Japanese
Community The firstassociation was made up of 50 establishments, strictly
mLima In 1910, the Okinawa Youth Association was formed Clubs were
erganized by the kenyinkai of the different prefectures Associations in each
neighborhood were also organized. The Nihonjin Kyoka
{Japanese Association) was created 1n 1911. That same year,
the Okmnawa Association became the Okinawa Fraternal
Association. At present, it1s called the Okinawa Association
of Peru. In October 1917, Chuo Nihonpinkat (Central
Japanese Society) was founded Socicties were also formed
in the provinces, mainly in La Libertad, Huacho and Callao.

Education

The members of the Japancse Community were
concerned about therr children’s education and the fact
that they wanted to mnstill upon the younger generations

SUMMARY OF THE JAPANESE ITMMIGRATION
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the principles, customs and language of their country of
ongm The first Japanese school was opened at the Hacienda
Santa Birbara in Cafete. Estimates reveal that at a given
time there were as many as 50 Japanese schools operating 1o
Peru The largest, Lima Nikko was founded in 1920 with a
staffof five teachers and 1,800 students 1twas an overseas
Japanese school duly recogmzed by the Mimstry of
Education of Japan It provided Japanese education to the
members of the Japanese Community in Peru. The José
Galvez School of Callao was founded in May 1926

World War IT

In 1941, when Japan entered World War 11, the Government of Peru
1ssued a declaration and froze the funds of the Japanese Associations
and Corporations m Peru

Despite the fact that Peru was not inwvolved in the war, the government
serzed the property of the Japancse Community m May 1942, Only small
businesses wete permitted to continue operating under state control
Despite the fact that the Friendship Treaty between Peru and Japan was
still in force, in June 1941, 343 immugrants decided to retum to Japan
The Government of Peru arrested 1,771 prominent Japanese and Nikket
and sent them to concentration camps 1 the United States When Peru
declared war on Japan on February 12, 1945, the social siluation of the
members of the Peruvian Japanesc Community became more evident 1in
the eyes of Peruvians and many expressed thesr appreciation and support
to the Japanese immugrants because of therr outstanding qualihies

Post World War 11

After the war, the idea of returning to Japan became less and less feasible

Nobody wanted to go back to a country in rums Besides, most Japanese

had started a family and a business in Peru Moreover, they had Peruvian
friends who had accepted them as part of society.

Restrictions were abolished and the Japanese Community
was able to resume its activities once again but this ime,
with a new outlook for the future Japanese tradition and
customs were stil! respected and the weil known stamina
of the Japanese lead to the estabhshment of many cultural,
social and sports institutions.

Peru prospered economucally as a result of the huge
demand for its raw materials such as minerals, sugar
and cotton, among others, by the United States, the
American Grant. Suddenly the tide turned and the

WORLD WAR 11



economic boom became a severe recession
characienized by food shortage and price increases
President Jose Luts Bustamante y Rivero, the successor
of President Manuel Prado, faced this crists that lasted
from 1945 to 1948 Many people sull remember the
long queucs to buy food and other basic goods

The members of the Japanese Commumity gained more
emottonal stabulity since the attude towards them had
inproved and resentfulness gave way to understanding
Certain resirictions still prevarled, such as the use of the
Japanesce language, but this was mere red tape

The La Victeria School was founded and assembled countless Japancse
famlies and their descendants who had difficulty enrolling their chaldren
at Peruvian state schools

The decade of the 50s

General Manuel A. Odria governed Peru from October 1948 to July 1956
He came to power after a Coup d’Etat that dislodged Constitutional
President José¢ Luis Bustamante y Rivero

Under the dictatorstup of Odria several political parties were outlawed,
such as the APRA and the Commumist Party of Peru Their members
were persecuted, 1mprisoned or exiled.

When the government finally approved the mflow of foreign capital,
Peru’s trade balance improved through agncultural and mineral exports
that had an international demand

Education experienced a rapid growth. Schools were renovated, old ones
were demolished and the large state schools called Grandes Unidades
Escolares were built,

The Niser or 27 generation, former students of the schools that had
been seized, now went 1o the Grandes Umidades
Escolares to praduate These students often excelled and
became members of the honor roll of their school. These
schools were highly respected because of the excellent
quality of education delivered by their well trained
faculty members

Each male student wore a special uniform (shirt and
pants), a cap, a tie and cpaulets with decorauons
indicating the grade The school badge was used on the
left arm, the shoes or boois had to be black and some
students wore spats, specially for the national hohdays.

SUMMARY OF THE JAPANTSE ITMMIGRATION
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Gurls also had to wear umforms and the only mark of dsstinction was the
badge cach wore

The motto was to serve Peru and respect the national flag. The National
Anthem was sung each day as decreed by the Mimstry of Education
The boys had to take a pre-mulitary trmming course that underscored the
national values of Peru Sports were encouraged and inter-school
championslups gave rise to famous athletes and sporismen Many
outstanding Nisei have studied at these large schools

In those days special radio shows with questions and answers from the
public were very popular. One program that everyone still remembers
was called Quren estudia trumfa (He who studies sueceeds) conducted
by Cesar Chavarn Neyra

With his motto “Health, Education and Work™, President Odria launched
aseries of social changes and workers™ and employees™ wages and salaries
were increased

A Peace Treaty was signed m San Francisco on September 8, 1951, and

Floars at si Carmnal diplomatic relations between the Governmients of Peru and
Oueen Parad: . Japan were resumed The Embassy and Consulate of Japan
- : were reopened

In 1954, the Government of Peru 1ssued a law decreemg
that ail funds frozen during World War II and property
seized from the Japanese Community should be returned

Odria did not show any appreciation towards the
Japanese immigrants or thewr descendants He refused
to allow Niser athletes represent Peru at sports
competiions Fortunately. when the press protested, he
revoked this decision Thus, football player, Luis Okada,
participated 1 the South Amencan Jumor Football
Championship in Caracas, Venezuela Teofilo Toda, 2
cyclist of Club Cachorros, participated in the
Tohyo Olympic Games

Qdria mmntamed the restriction on Japanese
immigration to Peru. This affected many Niser
who had traveled to Japan io study and wanted to
return to Peru Ile was against Japanese
immigration and denied them the Peruvian
citizenship because he considered that they did
not blend well into the culture of Peru

During the second term of President Manuel
Prado. Peru was full of partisan and labor union
fervor that caused many problems
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On July 28, 1956, the National Internal Secarity Law was repealed A
long era of discnmination ended for the APRA pohitical party The new
government had declared freedom of speech, gathering and political
parties

The price of Peru’s export products fell in 1956 and generated a drop in
the influx of dellars When the Sof fell on the exchange market in 1957,
the government adopted a more nationalistic stance

Mimister Pedro Beltrén decreed an increase of the price of pasoline, and
in this way balanced the budget, strengthened the Sof and increased the
foreign currency reserves of the Central Reserve Bank of Peru However,
he still had 1o resolve problems caused by fiscal expenses and the greater
tax burdens

As concemns education, elementary schools were built in remote places
The government also constructed high schools i all the provinces and
districts of Peru

During this petiod, many peasants from the highlands migrated to Lima
and other parts of Peru, and as a result urban areas started 1o expand
rapidly As new trends took root, more political parties appeared on
the scene

Our commumity was not indifferent to these mamifestations, clubs hike
the Cherry, Capntal, Jesis Maria. Hinode, among others. organized
carmval dances and helped people meet friends In some cases. romance
was born between Nikker

Fashtonable places such as Au Rendez-Vous and Tatyo presented large
national and international orchestras during important receptions and
parties and other popular places were Lima Kaser Shogakko. Jardin
Peril, Mayestic and José Galvez The young people from different clubs
of Lima and the provinces mingled there Many parties were also
orgamized in Trupllo or at the Huacho Nisei Club just to mention a few
for memory’s sake

Niser beauty queens embellished carnival parties that cach
year grew 1n pomposity and splendor. Duning those vears,
the Peruvian Japanese Community slowly began to
recover.

The sponsor club, Club Pacifico Taitheiyo Kurabu,
founded La Union Stacdium n 1953, The Okinawan
Fraternal Association resumned its activities The Peruvian
Japancse Women s Assocration (Fuyinkar) was created and
the Peruvian Japanese Association resumed its activilics
Cultural magazines, such as Sakura and Nikko. among
others, made their appearance, as well as the newspapers

SUMMARY OF THIL JAPANLEST IMMIGRATION
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The firt phasd of canninn on of the
Perwvian Japunese Cultural Conter

Pert: Shimpo and Perit Asalu Sambun Radio programs
featuring Japanese music and news about the Japanese
Community were broadcasted on Hoi ¢ Rudial Japonesa
{The Japanesc Hour) and on Inka Radio by Augusto
Shozen Ircy. a proneer m the radio broadeasting media

The decade of the 605

During thus decade there was a huge inerease i anchovy
fishing that nounshed the Peruvian fishmeal industry
More fishmeal factories opened as exports started o grow
rapidly Mimng also developed considerably.

On July 18, 1962, President Prado was overthrown by a

military coup A Military Board or Junra was establhished
headed by General Ricardo Pérez Godoy Since the beginning of 1963,
the Junta was presided by General Nicolds Lindley Lopez

The following were the candidates for the 1963 Presidential Elections
Victor Ranl Haya de la Torre, Fernando BelaGnde Terry and former
President Odria Belainde Terry, the candidate for Accron Popular was
clected President for the 1963-1968 1erm backed by strong popular
support. His Administration was emunently democratic, respectful of the
Constitution and political parties

Duning his government. he improved tax laws, separated private banking
from the Central Mortgage Bank and tumed 1t into a powerful instrument
of loans. He boosted the construction industry and bunlt houses with modern
infrastructures Roads were built. specially the Jungle Highway called La
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Marginal de fa Seha He also supported education considerably Oil
prospects and exploration in the jungle had not yet ytelded positive results

Belainde successfully encouraged a lugher o1l production The La
Pampilla Refinery was built, which put an end to the refining monopoly
of the International Petroleum Company

During lus Administration, the Nikker Commumity was granted 10,000 m®
of land as compensation for the schools expropriated during World
War [I. In 1967, the Peruvian Japanese Cultural Center was built on
the above mentioned plot of land President Belainde was host of the
heirs to the throne of Japan, Prince Akihito and Princess Michiko, who
maugurated the Cultural Center during a special ceremony

Busmess with Japan developed, especially in miming and fishing products
[nvestments were also made in automobile asscmbly plants and JETRO
assisted several delegations to attend nternational trade shows

During this decade, Nikker social, sports and eultural mstitutions were
also established Clubs such as the Fraternal Ohmawense in Barrios Alios
and Lima Kaser Jyogakko were opened

The Niser Assoctation of Callao was created m March 1961 That same
year the Nise1 Association of University Graduates was estabhished. as
well as Generacion 64, and Movimento de Accion Social Thewr activities
helped to strengthen and umify the Peruvian Japanese Community and
cxtend their ties with tocal inhabitants

Various cultural magazines made their debut People also read the darly
papers Perzi Stimpo and Perat Asalu Shimbun (1955-1964) Radio programs
played Japanese music and broadcast news about the Japancse Commumty

General Juan Velasco Alvarado

The oil crisis triggered @ military coup that ended the first term of
President Fernando Belaunde Terry on October 3, 1968 This was the
beginmng of the Peruvian Revelution led by General Juan Velasco
Alvarado that lasted untt] 1975.

During this period there was much nationalist fervor and 1declogy. and
exalied spints and psychological power took hold and this Icad to the
confiscation of the independent wnittenr media  Private TV companies
were forced to scll their shares to the State, as vindication of the popular
classes

Thus, the Sistema Nacional de Apove a la Movilizacién Social
(SINAMOS} was born A drastic agranian reform was imposed in favor
of peasants who seized the property of land owners

SLMMARY OF THL JAPANLSL TMMIGRATION
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The Cooperativas Agrarias de Produccion (CAPy and Sociedades
Agticolas de Interés Socral (SA1S) were created as collective properties

The Communidad Industrial was created allowing a representative of the
workers 1o be a member of the Board of Director of Corporations, and
private banks and comparies were taken over by the state The International
Petroleum Company and Cerro de Pasco Mming Corporation were also
put under state control The medra was also under government supervision
During this period, third world countnies became stronger

As concerns education, a curnicular reform was carried out that atmed at
restructuring society The native languages of Quechia and Avinar a were
officially recogmzed and taught

Since more mimstries and public enterprises were created, and

subsidies were given, this eventually lead to a deficit in the budget

The matter was made worse by the foreign debt. In 1970, the

Cooperativa de Ahorre ¥ Crédito Pacifico Lida was created at the
Peruvian Japanese Cultural Center

The graduates of the former Luma Nikko School, sponsored
the trip of therr first director, Professor Goro Yokose. as a
token of thewr gratitude for lns efforts to educate them

Niser Julio Sato became the first non-Japanese President
of the Central Japanese Soctety and under tus term many
cultural activities were carried out In 1971, the Colegro
Cooperativo La Union was founded at the facibtics of the
La Union Stadium

The Governments of Japan and Peru sull maintained their
diplomanic and political relations. Between the years 1969
and 1973, the *Sakura Maru”, that was now part of the Floating
Exhibitron and the Japanese Exbubition of Plastic
Industry, were placed on extubit for the public to
enjoy In 1972, the Merchant Marne Tramning Ship
“Seun Maru” amved i Callao. A year later, ships
“Katon” and “Kikuzuki”, part of Japan’s Naval
Self-Defense Training Fleet, also amved Japanese
officers and cadets participated in the parade for
Peru’s National Holiday

Japanese archaeologist, Kazuo Terada, continued
the scientific studies started by Senchi Izumi, the
discoverer of the archaeological remains called
Las Manes Cruzadas or the Crossed Hands, n
Kotosh, the Department of Hudnuco

VELASCTD ALVARADO



In 1975, General Juan Velasco Alvarado was
overthrown due to the severe political and
cconomic cnsis The coup appointed General
Francisco Morales Bermidez as the new
President of Peru

General Francisco Morales
Bermiidez

The “Inca Plan™ replaced the “Tupac Amaru
Plan” that took nto account transferring power
back to the hands of c1vihans

Thus second phase literally buried SINAMOS The Confeder acion
Nactonal Agraria was closed and the radteal reforms imposed by General
Velasco were eased Despite the effort of General Morales Bermudez to
balance public finance, Peru’s economy continued to deteriorate and
weaken The industries of Peru were in ruins, eitizens were unhappy and
unconirolled strikes broke out The Armed Forces felt that their stay in
power had weakened their image

In 1977, General Morales Bermudez made two important public
announcements First, a Constituent Assembly would be summoned to
approve a new Consutution and. second, the Armed Forces would call
for free clections

General Juan Velasco Alvarado died n Ltma on December 24, 1977

In March 1978, the Jurade Nacional de Elecciones or National Board of
Elecuons announced the regrstration of 12 candidates The poliueal party
Accidn Popular decided not o participate.

The APRA pohtical party won the clectons -the Partido Popular
Cristiano (PPC) ranking as the second pohtical force of Peru- and Haya
de la Torre was elected as President of the Constituent Assembly In
1979, the new Peruvian Constitution was adopted Niser Manuel
Kawashita, participated in the Assembly as member of the Partido
Poptlar Cristiano - PPC poliucal party

In [979, the Peruvian Japanese Community celebrated the §0°
Anniversary of the Japanese Immigration to Peru Chiyoteru Hiraoka
presided the Celebrauon Commission Numerous activities were
programmed

During the celebrations several works were inaugurated- the Jesis Maria
Peruvian Japanese Medical Center, the Imnugration Museum and the
Japanese Garden.

SLMMARY OF THE JAPANLSL IMMIGRATION
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Two schools were donated: Fundo Pando for primary education and £/
Naramal for sccondary education, thanks to contnibutions from the
Mokichi Okada Association {MOA) and Matusita

Dunng the celebrations, the Technologseal Institute of Fishenes and a pilot
plant were inangurated through funds provided by the Govemment of Japan

President Fernando Belaiinde Terry

Fernando Belainde Terry reaped an overwhelming victory 1n the 1980
Presidenuial Elections During s second term (1980-1985) he sought
the support of several political parties to establish 2 national coahition
government The first decision he took was to return the ownership of
the newspapers to their legitimate owners  He also promoted investments,
and encouraged o1l companies to prospect and exploit new oil fields by
1ssuing a decree that exempted them from taxes on profit

He fostered the export of non-traditional products and supported small
and medium agneulwral property This policy generated a recession and
inflation 1n addition to the foreign debt. since public expenditure was
based on foreign loans

In 1981, Peru and Ecuador had a border clash, when Ecuadorian soldiers
were discovered to have encroached upon Peruvian ternitory and moved
border landmarks along the span of the Cordiflera del Condor This border
clash ended with the expulsion of the Ecuadoran troops from Paquisha

The Government of Peru made an unfortunate mustake at that time by
underestimating the growing threat of terronst groups Sendero Lunnoso

BELAUNDE TLRRY



(Shmning Path) and Movimiente Revolucionar 1o Ttipac Amaru (MRTA)
took control of extense arcas killing peasants throughout the small
villages, towns and hamlets of the hughlands Later, these terronst attacks
focused on urban areas and all Peru became involved in the social strife
and unrest that had been threatening the countryside

Meanwhile, Japan had developed a thrving economy with a solid industrial
foundation It ranked as one of the world's foremost economites The
automobile ndustry was at its peah moment as well as electronic and electrical
apphance industnes that manufactured state-of-the-art technological products

Bulateral relattons between the Japan and Peru were excellent The
governments of both nations had signed cooperation agreements
involving programs and projects that favored cach Thus, Peru became
the major fishmeal and fish ol exporter country of the world 1t also
became & leader in mineral exports such as. silver, copper, lead and zine
Iron and stecl manufactured products, machinery and equipment, 1o
mention a few rtems, were imported from Japan

The Jestis Maria Medical Center was officially maugurated i 1981 as
part of the celebrations for the 80" Anmiversary of the Japanese
Immigration 1o Pern

Akira Kato. coach of national volleyball team of Peru, died n 1982
Peruvians and Japanese deeply mourned his death Duning hus funeral,
the public showed their deep respect and gratitude for him

The Inka Gakuen School was opened on the premuses of the Peruvian
Japanese Association of Huaral

Zenhi Suzuki, Prime Minister of Japan. visited Lima in June 1982, and
Jontly with President Belainde inaugurated the Honorio Delgado-Hideyo
Noguch State Institute of Mental Health, one of the main activities of
his agenda in Peru.

The Trmmng Squadron Fleet of the Japanese Self-Defense Martime
Force commanded by Vice-Admiral Genk: Tanabe aboard the ship
“Katon™ and destroyer *Asagumo” arrived at Callao Members of the
Peruvian Japanese Community welcomed them.

The Central Japanese Society amended 1ts bylaws and changed its name
to the Peruvian Japancse Association of Peru

Alberto Fuytmor: was elected Dean of the Agrartan University. in keeping
with Law of Universities No 23733

Painter Tilsa Tsuchiya died in 1984, a great loss for the world of artists
The news darly Prensa Nikker was founded in October 1984

In 1983, Gerardo Maruy was named Exccutive Director of the Peruvian
Sports Institute managed by Rudy Cremer

The Hideyo Noguchi School was founded m 1987

SEMMARY OF THE JTAPANLSIE IMMIGRATION
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President Alan Garcia Pérez

Alan Garcia, leader of the APRA party, was clected m 1985 and became
the youngest President of the Republic.

During his Adminustration he apphed unorthodox measures that reached
their climax between 1986 and 1987 and apparently inflation was under
control. He changed the Peruvian currency of Soles wnto fnnis and
subsidized commodities Public expenditure 1n social tems mcereased
and foreign debt payments were suspended.

Apparenl prosperity continued during those years Then, between 1988
and 1990 a surge 1 hypernflation dwindled savings, stock exchange
shares, wages and salaries, as well as ofd age pensions This resulted
a considerable inerease of people who lived in poverty

The popularity of his government fell when he tnied to nationahze the
banking system and msurance companics Aside from this, the
international financial community was displeased about the unilateral
payment policy.

Peru seemed to be doomed, plagued by insccurity and poverty was
rampant Everyone was discontent while terrorist acts became more
frequent. Pylons were blown up causing blackouts that also affected the
water supply Several prominent citizens were kidnapped and murdered

The Peruvian Japanese Communtty organized the celebrations for the
90® Anniversary of the Japanese Immugration 1o Peru. President Garcia
1ssued Supreme Decree dated Apnil 3¢ establishing the Peruvian Japanese
Day of Friendship Orestes Rodriguez. a good friend of the Nikher
Community helped make this become a reality

Other important 1ssues dunng this period were. Gerardo Maruy was
clected President of the Peruvian Sports Inshitute - IPD and also as
President of the National Sports Council {1988)

Alejandro Miyasak, succeeded Edmundo Aokt as President of the
Peruvian Baseball Federation Other prominent Niser who held important
posts were Francisco Arakaki, m Karate, Migucl Toyofuku, i Sofiball
and Augusto Iwamoto as President of the Baseball Patronage

Elena Kohatsu was named regular member of the 80™ Anmiversary
Foundation.

Carlos Hiraoka was appointed Director of CONACO, the National
Merchants” Confederation

Elena Nozawa de Iwasak:, was appointed as Deputy Director of the State
School of Music.

Olga Shimazak1 became Director of the State Ballet.

ALAN GARCIA



Lwss Maezone and Juan Hor Asano were elected as Deans of the School
of Agnicultural Engineening at the La Molina Agranan State Umversity
and the Scheol of Mechanical Engineering of the State University of
Engineering respectively

As concerns politics, Joaquin Maruy became Vice-Mimister of Agriculture
and Alberto Kitasono, Orgamzation Secrctary of the APRA party

Fujimori, a Milestone in our History
President Fujimori expanded the political outlook of
the Nikkei

In 1989, mnety years after the arrival of the first Japanese immugrants to
Peru, anunusual event shook our commumity A Nikke1, Alberto Fupmon,
an engineer, Dean of the La Molina Agranan State University, ran for
the presidenual elections of 1990

This circumstance shocked the Japanese Community because ever since
the unfortunate cvents of World War I, when 1ts members were the
vicuims of much nusfortune, the Nikker had adopted a low profile as
their best defense weapon. They did not participate 1in pohtics and
preferred to go unnoticed

Until then, the Nikker Community of Peru practically had no political
experience, with the exception of Manuel Kawashita who was a candidate
for Partido Popular Cristiane and was elected as member of the
Consuituent Assembly 1n 1979, Eduardo Yashimura Montenegro from
Accron Popular was elected to Congress but had no connections with
the Nikket. Joaquin Maruy, an engineer. was appointed Vice-Minister of
Agriculture duning Alan Garcia’s Adminmistration and Gerardo Maruy
Takayama was Head of the Peruvian Sports Institute during that same
period In a nutshell, this was all the political background of the Nikker
of Peru It was not at all like the Nikke: Communities of the United
States and Brazil They had been participating in politics for many years
as congressmen, governors and judges

The unexpected candidacy of Alberto Fujumort raised differences of
opinton among the members of the community. Most members
disagreed with lus candidacy, particularly because Peru was suffering
from the worst economic and political crisis of 1ts lustory Terrorism
raged the country and there was overall fear. The economy was a
disaster Runaway inflation had reached an accumulation of
2,600,000% Besides, the international financial community had
excluded Peru from loans, and lefi the country to fend for itself deprived
of any financial support

SUMMARY OF THLE JAPANESE IMMIGRATION
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In view of tius dismal outlook, the future of the country seemed to sink in
{he most obscure hopelessness Pessumism loomed overal! Peruvians. The
general behef was that no matter who was elected, there was no way out
of the gatter The Japanese Community of Peru feared f Fujimort was
clected and the economic situation grew worse everybody would blame
hum and, as a result, the members of the Japanese C ommunity of Peru
might become the vietims of riots and plundering such as had occurred n
1940 Thus hudden fear kept Nikket from supporting Fupimori's candidacy

But then the unexpected happened Fupmori defeated lus opponent world
famous novehst Mario Vargas Llosa by a landslide i the second round
of votes.

Once Alberto Fujimon was clected as President of the Republic of Peru,
the Nikket Comnunity of Peru became famous. This was the first time
1n listory that a Japanese descendant was elected as the highest leader
of a nation outside of Japan This event filled all Nikkes communitics
around the world with pnide. This fact somehow made the migratory
currents of the Japanese and their descendants be respected even more.
It was also a tacit acknowledgement of the values they inherited from
theirancestors work, honesty, perseverance, solidarity and identification
with their new homeland

For the Peruvian Nikkei, who did not even represent 1% of the voters, it
wasa clear message from the Peruvian people that the clection of Fujtmori
meant “You are as Peruvian as we are You bave the same rights and the
same duties as any Peruvian™.

From the moment Nikkei Alberto Fupimor was elected President of the
Republic, Peruvian Nikker fully asserted their identity as Peruvians. The
Peruvian people themselves in an act of democracy had held general
clections and took a deciston concerning the destiny of Peru,

We should be aware that Nikkei have always considered themselves
Peruvian citizens, however they were not able to perceive this because
1 the past they had been neglected and left aside. Nikker owe President
Fujimon the victory of their identity as Peruvians.

Once Fujimori was clected President of Peru, in spite of its imitial fears
and doubts, the members of the Nikker Community gave him therr full
backing. They were willing to cooperate with him and assume the
challenge of this new responsibility with the Peru.

During the 1990 elections, Ana Kanashiro de Escalante and Lucila
Shinzato de Shimabukuro were elected to congress for the political party
Cambio 90.

With firmness Fupimorn became the driving force that involved a large
number of Nikke: to work for Peru And thus, a broad horizon had ushered
them into pohitics.

ALBERTO FUJIMORI
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In the 1995 Presidential Elections, Alberto Fujunoeri ran
against Javier Pérez de Cuéllar, twice clected Sceretary
General of the United Nations. Fugimornt’s votes doubled
those of his opponent.

On January 8, 1991, Fupmon appointed Nikker Jaime
Yoshiyama Tanaka as Minister of Transport and
Communications. [n November of that same ycar,
Yosluyama was appointed Minister of Encrgy and Mines
and Dr Victor Yamamoto Miyazawa beecame the Minister
of Health

In 1992, Fujimor audaciously closed Congress The
reasons for downg so. were that Congress impeded the
President of the Republic to govern and restricted s
actions as President Congress was hesitant (o allow him
1o take firm action against terrorism and drug traflicking
Ninety percent of the population approved Fupunort’s idea
of closing down Congress

In November 1992, President Fujiumort called for a
plebiseute to vote for the Democratic Constituent Congress
that would modify and update the Constuution Jaime Yoshtyama Tanaka,
Samuel Matsuda Nishimura and Jorge Nakamura Hinostroza were elected
Congressmen Congressman Yoshiyama was elccted President of
Congress twice. Jmme Yoshiyama also acted as President for 112 days
while President Fujimon was on official trips abroad Therefore, it can
be said that two members of the Nikker Commumty 1 Peru have been
Presidents of the Republic

From 1992 unti] the next presidential clections of 1995, President
Fupmon appointed Jaime Sobero Taira as Minister of Fisheries, from
June 22. 1991, to September 19, 1996, and Dantel Hokama Tokashiki as
Mimster of Encrgy and Mings from September 12, 1992, 10 June 7. 1995

In the 1995 clections, Samuel Matsuda Nishimura and Alberto Sato Abe
were elected as congressmen The latier tooh the place of Congressman
Luis Umezawa Yokohama who had died. Congressman Matsuda worked
very hard as head of several committees

Jame Yoshiyama was ence agam called upon to be a member of the
Cabinet of Muusters This time he was appomted as Minister of the
Presidency On s own free will, he resigned on September 23, 1996,
and left politics

Damiel Hohama succeeded him on September 13, 1996 He remained m
the post until December 31 when he was re-appointed as Mimster of
Encrgy and Mmes

ALBERTO FLIIMORI



In addition to these four well-known Nikker ministers we
must also highhight the discrete and important work of
Vice-Ministers Rodolfo Matsuda Matsuura who has been
with Presudent Fupimon 1n the Mimistry of Agriculture
since the first cabinet was formed, Carlos Tsuboyama
Matsuda in the Ministry of the Presidency and Susana
Seto de Yamamoto who works at the Ministry of
Education

Other Nikke: are presently in office or have held tigh
executive posts in the most umportant state entities during
the Fupimori Admunistration Such 1s the case of Carmen
Higaonna, who has been the Head of the Gencral
Supenintendency of Customs She sucessfully eradicated
corruption and collected funds that have helped increase
the Public Treasury Doctor Carlos Sano Saito became
President of the Board of Directors of Banco de la Nacion
This position was later occupied by Margarita Imano Luis
Baba Nakao became President of the Board of COFIDE -
the Financial Development Corporation. Alejandro Afuso
worked 1 FONCODES - the Social Development
Compensation Fund Luis Kishimoto Higa became President of the Banc o
de Materiales Jorge Kumigami Konigami becaine President of the
Supervising Entity for Telephony known as OSIPTEL, Augusto
Miyagusuku became President of the Board of the Popular 1 Porvenn
Insurance Company

Other appointments were. Victor Nishio Nishio as Director of the
Technological lustitute of Fisheries, Doctor Alejandro Kanashiro
Kanashiro as Director of the Santa Rosa Hospital, Doctor Carmen
Miyasato as Director of the Guillermo Almenara Hospital, Alberto
Yamamotoe Miyakawa as Director ofthe National Development Institute
(INADE), former congressman Ana Kanashiro de Escalante as Director
of the Natwonal Institute of Fanuly Well-Being - INABIF

Susana Higuchi and Iater her daughter Keiko Sofia Fupmon Higuchy,
have been First Ladies of the Nation and former congressmen Lucila
Shinzato de Shumabukuro were appomnted as Prestdent of the Andrés
Avelino Cdceres Region, Noé Inafuku Higa as President of the La
Libertad Region, and José Kamiya as President Fupmert’s personal
secretary

Luis Watanabe Matsukura as Director of the Musco de la Nacion (the
National Museum), and Olga Shimazahi as Director of the Siate Ballet.

The following members of the Peruvian Japanese Community became
well known diplomats Luznulz Zanabna [sinkawa, current Ambassador

SLMMARY OF THE JAPANESFE ITMMIGRATION
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of Peru to China and former Ambassador to Paraguay. Victor Aritomt
Shinto, Ambassador to Japan since the beginning of Fupmort’s
Admmstration. He 15 also Roving Ambassador before the Government
of Mongolia Jaime Sobero Taira was Ambassador to Cuba for three
years and Victor Yamamoto was Ambassador to Honduras

Agamst all odds. President Fujimon has done an excellent job as head
of the government During the first stage, he deaht with the most difficult
and urgent problems faced by the country, which were to curb hyper-
\nflatton, to rewnstate Peru 1 the international financial system from
where 1t had been excluded and declared incligible, to defeat terrorism,
which pracucally had Peru under control and, to fight against the drug
trafficking scourge of Peru Even though they seemed like difficult
goals to achieve, with determination, perscyverance and courage.
President Fupimon managed to accomplish them i a short period of
time

Fupmon's goal as Preswdent 1s to transform Peru by providimg education
for all school age children Tlus 1s the first step on the long road towards
development and & better future That1s why he set about building schools
all over the countryside and n urban areas as well He has butlt around
three thousand modem schools for Peru's students Thws figure represents
more than one school butit per day 1f we multiply 365 days times seven
years, the total 15 2,555 schools Fupimort’s government has exceeded
that number. an amazing feat ndeed The obsesston for education 1s the
Japanese trait that has most influenced Fujimon

One of President Fuyimort’s mam concems 1s the health of Peruvians,
particularly children and adolescents As a result, free school insurance
and umiversity insurance for students has been established. a very wise
decision [t 1s ne wonder that the Japanese's first greeting 15 “guenki
desha®” (How 15 your health”}

For many analysts. Fujunort 1s considered to be one of the best Presidents
Peru hias ever had throughout 1ts lustory Nikke:r have a night to feel
really proud of tum President Fupimorn has definitely become a hustoric
figure 1n Peru He has been able to settle all border disputes with the
neighboring countries, Ecuador and Chile Since the Republic of Peru
was declared over 150 years ago, there had been trouble with Ecuador
that no previous president had dared to face. On October 28, 1998, The
Peace and Friendship Agreement with Ecuador was signed in Brasiha,
Brazil On November 13, 1999, the 1929 Execution Treaty between Peru
and Chnle was fully enforced

There 15 no doubt that President Fujumorn represents the most important
mulestone w the lustory of Japanese immigration in the world as well as
the history of the first 100 years of the Japanese immigration to Peru.

ALBERTO TUMNMMORI



This marks the highest summit, a new and promisiag horizon of great
aclievements for all Peruvian Nikke1.

The Dekasegi Phenomenon

Due to the economic crisis triggered by the Alan Garcia
Admimstration, many young people, particularly the Nikkei,
considered that Peru had notling to offer them Around this time,
Japan was faring very well and tlus was very attracuve to many
Nikker Young peaple whose parents had registered them as Japanese
before the Japanese Consulate at birth were the first to take advantage
of the opportunity to work 1n Japan Their “koseki™ (parents or
grandparcats’ birth certificate) was the admission document When
these Peruvian Japanese immgrants (dekasegi) managed to establish
themselves i Japan, they summoned their relatives and friends just
like therr ancestors had done i the past Japan was the perfect place
to reap a small fortune People who were not Nikke: managed to buy
“koseki” from non-scrupulous Japancse The situation obliged the
Government of Japan to be more strict with those who apphed for
vIsas

This migration took place almost 90 years after the armival of the first
Japanese proneers to Peru Some have settled m Japan There 1s 1o census
of how many Peruvian Nikke: have traveled to Japan According to
offteial data, the estimate 15 40,000

The Nikkei Identity

There are alrcady six generations of Peruvian Japanese in our community
They try to maintain customs. food, songs, dances and religious rites
Tradition 1s gradually fading. perhaps because of the Nihker integration
to Peruvian society Japanese cuisine 1s still very
popular and enjoyed by many Perusians
Japanese songs are sung in schools and men and
waoinen participate 1 Japanese dances Religious
ceremonies are still practiced by Isser and some
fammlics who inherited this tradition But m the
Sanser generation 1t has been lost completely
because most are Catholic

The Nikke: identity has not been defined
Members of the Peruvian Japanese Commumty
are concerned about the fact that the values
brought by the immigrants and handed down 1o
their descendants are bemng lost at the Sanser level.

SLAMMARY OF THL JAPTANLSYL IMMIGRATION
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Sometling must be done to inshl! Japanese traditions 1 younger
generations, otherwise these will become distant inemones.

The Present up to 1999

April 1999 marks the 100™ Anmversary of the Japanese Immigration to
Peru Descendants of these immigrants are now engaged mn important
celebrations to honor the memory of their ancestors. This historic lesson
reveals how these brave Japanese founded a new homeland wn a faraway
place and tned to make of their children good Peruvians and strengthen
their own self identity In this manner they guided the new generations
towards the future, prompting them to value and surpass the efforts
made by the Ise1 and Nise1.

THE PRESENT UP TO 1999



Chronological International
Events, of Japan and of the
Peruvian Japanese
Community

The Peruvian Japanese Commumiy began to flourish when the first
mmgrants who disembarked on the shores of Peru staried to raise
their families in this thewr new homeland

Over the past 100 years since the first Japanese vamigrants arvived,
despite the fact that the commumty was very small, the ouistanding
moral standards and hard woiking spirtt of its members made
particilarly well known

As was usually the case of the plight of any immgran, the first
Japanese who came to Pein had 1o endure the odds of hardshup and
nustreatment while they gradually became accustomed to thew new
surroundmgs and mungled with the local mhabutants Unfortunately.
several members of the Japanese Commumity were suspected and
accused of being unloyal to Peru, the country that had shelteved them
and their fanmilies and enabled them to tighten bonds of firendship
with local Peruvians But, in a short period of ime, those who accused
the members of the Japanese Communuty were proved wrong and all
accusations were dropped.

The Japanese i Peru instilled m their clnldren a deep sense of respect
and love for their native roots and also for Peru, thewr new homeland

These solid moral values, handed down from gene ation 1o gener ation,

evemually enabled the members of the Japanese Community 1o hold
promment posis in a broad range of fields

Durmg the 100 years since the first Jupanese imnugrated to Peru,
the world and Japan have witnessed a succession of major events
Following s q list of these najor events for the benefit of the funie
historians of the Nikkei Commumity of Peru

CHRONOLOGICAL EVENTS
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World Events

1899 The Boer War (Africa) between the
Republic of Orange and Transvaal and

Great Britam
Review of the Dreyfus Case advocated by
author Emile Zola
Jorge Luis Borges, the Argentine author,
was born

1900 The World Fairopened in Pars The Eiffel
Tower was maugurated
The Nauonalist Boxer Rebellion broke out
in China
Count Zeppehn nvented the Zeppelin

1901 Victoria Queen of Great Britain, died
Cartoon gentus, Walt Disney, was born
The first wireless telegraph was sent from
England 10 Newfoundland

1902 The Anglo-Japanese Alliance was signed
The United States of Ameriea retreated
from Cuba and the Republic of Cuba was
established

1903 The Wright Brothers made therr first
successful light on the Kty Hawk.
Panama became an independent republic
and signed the Panama Canal Construction
Treaty

1904 Chitean poet, Ricardo Neftali Reyes, under
the pen name of Pablo Neruda, was born

1905 Einstein published lus Theory of
Relatvity
Jules Veme died

Alters Eurnteen weth Jupancae soensaan ab the Uanwevrs of Tokve
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Japanese Events

1899 The Constitu-
tion was en-
acted
The first group Bl
of Japancse "5
mmigrants
fromYokohama
set sail to Peru |
on February pRBusyENe;

27 Japan 1w 1900

1900 Prince Yoshihito's marriage engagement
was officially announced

1901 Emperor Hirohito was born
Yukichi Fuhuzawa, founder of Keio
Universtty, died.

1902 A Union Treaty was signed between Japan
and Great Bntain

1903 The Plaguc spread throughout Tokyo.

1904 Japan declared war on the Russian Empire
Teikicln Tanaka, promoter of immigration
to Peru, died

1905 The Russians were defeated at the Battle
of Tsushima.

Japan captured Port Arthur End of the
Russian-Japanese War.

1907 The Plague spread through Japan again

1908 The first group of Japanese immgrants
arnived at Brazil.

Japanese citizens were demied
passports to travel to the
Umited States

1909 Former Premuer Hirogumi
{to was assassinated.

1910 The Toyo Company opened
rout¢ to South Amerrca.
Akira Kurosawa, the most
famous Japanese movie : ;
duirector. was born thara Aarirana




World Events

1906 Santos Dumont performed the first
airplane flight in public.

1907 New Zealand was annexed to the British
Empire.
Louis and Auguste Lumiére invented color
photography.

1908 Henry Ford introduced his model T
automobile

1909 American explorer, Robert E Peary
reached the North Pole

1910 Peruvian aviator, Jorge Chivez, died after
crossing the Alps.

The Republic of Portugal was established

The Mexican Revolution broke out

Georges Claude imnvented the ncon lamp.
1911 Italy won the war against Turkey.

German scientist, Nonnartz patented s
invention of stamnless steel.

Curtis invented the hydroplane

Amundsen conquered the South Pole.
1912 The Nationalist Revolution in Chuna The

last Manchu Emperor of China abdicated

s throne

The Republic of China was declared

The Titamic sank after it hut an 1ceberg m

open sea, near Newfoundland.
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Japanese Events

1911 The Empire Theater was
opened  Tokyo

1912 Emperor Meyi died The
Tawasho Era began.
Marshall Noguw, famous
hero of the Russian
Japanese War, died

1913 Tokugawa, the last
Shogun, died

1914 The Emigranis’ Associa-
tion was founded n Ja-
pan P
World War I broke out, Japan declared war
on Germany and captured Chintao Island

it
usn

1915 Emperor Tawasho was crowned.
1916 The Plague spread in Yokohama

1917 The Kaiga: Kogyo immigration company
was founded and it acquired the Morioha
Company

1918 The Government of Japan sent its army to
Stherta

The Spanish Flu Epidemic spread causing
the death of 150,000 people

1919 His Excellency Manuel Fretre y Santander,
Ambassador of Peru to Japan arnved at
Tokio

1920 Marriageable women secking foreign
husbands by sending their photographs
through the mail were
dented passports
The first census was
carried out

1921 Peasant riots started as }
a sign of & movement J
for social reform

1922 Japan’s first airplance 3
carrier was built

Farthqueake in hant megningh of = ¥ degmies

1923 An earthquake killing Soptember 11073
100,000 people it Tokyo and Yokohama
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World Events

1913 The Balkan War broke out.

1914 World War [ was declared
Pope Pws X died and was succeeded by
Benedict XV.
The Panama Canal was opened.

1915 Tialy entered World War [ on the side of
the Allies
The Bratish Ship Lusitania was torpedoed
by a German submarme.

1916 The German Army invaded France and the
Battle of Verdun began

1917 The United States entered World War I
The Bolcheviks took control of Russia and
the Czar of Russia and hus famly became
the hostages of the revolutionaries

The United States bought the Virgin
Islands from Denmark.

1918 World War I ended

Czar Nicholas 11 of Russia and his famuly
were exccuted.

The Kaiser of Germany abdicated.

A cease fire was declared ending World
War[

1919 The League of Nations was created.
The Treaty of Versailles was signed.
1920 The Society of Nations was established

1921 The British Empire retreated from the
Protectorate of Egypt.

Mussolint gained power i Italy.

1922 Albert Einstein won the
Nobel Pnize in Physics.

Howard Carter discovered the
tomb of Pharaoh Tutenkamon

1923 The U S achieved the
longest flight record by
refuehng i mid ar

Japanese Events

1924 Prince Hirohito mar-
ned

The Manufacturers’

e et

3 i
Association of Japan 5_:: : 1
awarded a medal to A !
one of the most 3 :-f“!“;;*:!l
outstanding leaders of ‘ li;!'." I !
the Peruvian Japancse = ‘i’.ilg'f‘ 4k
Association. Ichitaro | % - 4t =! ..
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1925 The National Security Law was decreed.
The Law on Elections was enacted

1926 The Nippon Hoso Kyoka (NHK) was
founded

Emperor Tawasho died. Emperor Hirohito
introduced the Showa Era.

1927 Economuc crisis and bankrupteies spread
An carthquake hut Kyolo.
Ryonosuke Akutagawa died, author of the
famous novel cntitled Rashomon that was
later made into a film by Akira Kurosawa.

1928 The first elections in Japan were held.
Japan sent its troops to China.

1929 The New York Stock Exchange crashed
generating a 70% rate of unemployment

1930 An agreement was signed in London
concerning the number of warships each
country was allowed to have

Birth af the Manchukue Empire
March I 1934
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