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Foreword 

 
The Study on Seismic Microzoning of the Greater Tehran Area has successfully achieved its objective 
of reasonably estimating the magnitude of damage that may be caused by the occurrence of a 
scenario earthquake. The maximum damage, which was estimated by the Ray Fault model, is in fact 
of the most serious nature and magnitude that would likely amount to some 500,000 or 55 percent of 
collapsed buildings together with almost 400,000 human casualties. Should this scale of damages 
occur actually, probable economic loss, either direct or indirect, would cost not less than the 
national GDP. 
 
It is safely construed that the Study gave a reasonable justification for the importance and 
significance of implementing appropriate disaster prevention and management measures for the City 
of Tehran where diverse national functions are concentrated. In this context, in order to substantiate 
the outputs of the Study, a Seismic Disaster Prevention and Management Plan needs to be formulated, 
aiming at providing a comprehensive yet viable framework for the implementation of the disaster 
prevention and management measures for the City of Tehran. 
 
Apparently, urban disaster prevention and management is one of the most important administrative 
mandates of municipal governments, and hence, a Seismic Disaster Prevention and Management 
Plan is to be formulated under the initiative of the Tehran Municipality. We will be very much 
pleased if the Study of this time will be followed by the formulation of the Plan and its 
implementation, thus contributing to mitigating possible earthquake damaged in the future. 
 
Lastly, we would like to express our sincere appreciation for the excellent coordination and 
cooperation extended by the Tehran Municipality, our counterpart agency CEST, and all other 
agencies an organisation. 
 
 

November 2000, in Tokyo 
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