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Chapter 1 Introduction

1.1. Background of Sub-project

This Dead Sea Panoramic Complex Development is selected as one of the highest priority sub-
projects in the JICA Master Plan Study in relation with the Dead Sea Parkway Development
sub-project.

The Dead Sea is well known world-wide as the lowest point on earth (about 395m below sea
level), and is considered as the most buoyant sea in the world. The potential of the Dead Sea
should be utilised for the tourism promotion of Amman Tourism Centre. The Parkway
development will formulate a “one day tourism circuit” from the Amman Tourism Centre
through Madaba, Ma’in Spa, Zara Cliff, Dead Sea Coast and Amman as shown in Figure 1.1.
The formulation of the one-day circuit is expected to contribute to tourism development and
promotion of Amman Tourism Centre.

The Dead Sea Panoramic Complex is planned to be developed on the ragged edge of Zara
Cliff from which very wide panoramic views can be provided to the visitors. The complex has
a function to provide a tourism amenity and attraction to tourists who are travelling on the
one-day tourism circuit from Amman and those who are staying in the Hotels along the Dead
Sea coastal area.

Figure 1.1  One-day Tourism Circuit

Source: JICA Study Team

Ma’in Spa

Dead Sea Panoramic Complex
 One-day tourism circuit

Project Site

Madaba

Amman

DEAD SEA

Himara Wadi
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1.2. Study Objectives

The study objectives are summarised as follows:
1) Review and reassessment of previous studies of the Project such as JICA Master Plan

Report (February 1996) and SAPROF Report (March 1997);

2) Conduct supplemental site investigations, topographic surveys and soil investigations;

3) Establishment of the definitive plan including preliminary design and provisional cost
estimates in consideration of the amount of construction cost allocated in JBIC loan
agreed with HKJ;

4) Preparation of the detailed design of the facilities to be constructed under the Project
including construction plan and cost estimates in consideration of the amount of
construction cost allocated in JBIC loan agreed with HKJ;

5) Preparation of the tender documents of the Tourism Sector Development Project;

6) Preparation of the study reports, and

7) Pursuing technology transfer to Jordanian counterpart personnel in the course of the
Study.

1.3. Study Area

The location of the sub-project is the western part of the curved section of the Dead Sea
Parkway at the south end as shown in Figure 1.2. The closest town is Ma’in City, around 15
km from the site, and there is a facility complex of Ma’in Hotel (Spa) around 4 km from the
site in the south-east direction.

In response to the earlier recommendation made in the JICA Master Plan Study, MOTA
intends to encourage the development of the area that is located near the site and along the
cliff area on the eastern side of the Dead Sea as a tourist area. A plan was prepared by MOTA
to include the development of a hotel facility to be located at the northern part of the Dead Sea
Panoramic Complex.

1.4. Scope of Work

The main objectives of the project aim to create and foster a new tourist attraction that will
give an amenity for the tourist travelling from Ma’in Spa or Dead Sea Coast, providing a
lookout for the panoramic view of the Dead Sea. The site will also provide a visual access to
sites that are considered to be significant from the religious and historical perspective.   

� To provide facilities as a tourism amenity for the tourists/drivers travelling along the
Dead Sea Parkway

� To provide facilities as a new tourism attraction for the tourists visiting this area

� To contribute to formulate the “one day tourism circuit” from Amman

� To provide the opportunity for a one-day trip destination for tourists who are staying in
the hotels located along the Dead Sea Coastal area.

� To promote evening and night visitors for the restaurant utilising the advantage that
beautiful sunsets could be seen over the Dead Sea

The components included in this sub-project are as follows:
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1.5. Responsible Agencies

(1) Development of the Complex

The Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities (MOTA): for the development of the Complex
under the provision of the land by Jordan Valley Authority (JVA)

(2) Operation and maintenance

Department of Antiquities (DOA) of MOTA (under the coordination of a new Board of
Trustees which will be established for the operation and maintenance of this Complex)
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