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PREFACE

In response to a request from the Government of the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan, the Government of Japan decided to conduct the Detailed Design Study on
Tourism Sector Development Projects in Jordan and entrusted the study to the Japan
International Cooperation Agency (JICA).

JICA selected and dispatched a study team headed by Mr. Takahide Fujihira of
Pacific Consultants International and consist of Pacific Consultants and Yamashita
Sekkei Inc. to Jordan, three times between March 1999 and July 2000.

The team held discussions with the officials concerned of the Government of
Jordan and conducted field surveys at the study area. Upon returning to Japan, the team
conducted further studies and prepared this final report.

I hope that this report will contribute to the implementation of the Project and to the
enhancement of friendly relations between our two countries.

Finally, I wish to express my sincere appreciation to the officials concemed of
the Government of Jordan for their close cooperation extended to the Study Team.

August 2000

Kimio Fujita
President

Japan International Cooperation Agency



August 2000

Mr. Kimio Fujita

President

Japan International Cooperation Agency
Tokyo, Japan

Letter of Transmittal
Dear Sir,

We are pleased to formally submit herewith the Final Report and tender documents of “The
Detailed Design Study on Tourism Sector Development Project in the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan.” Which is composed of 7 sub-projects.

This report compiles the results of the Study including planning, design and tender documents
(draft) of each sub-project.

During the study period we had been assisted by many people for the accomplishment of the
Study, and we would like to express our sincere gratitude and appreciation to all those who
extended their kind assistance and cooperation to the Study Team, in particular, the Ministry
of Tourism and Antiquities who acted as the counterpart agency.

Also, we acknowledge the effective assistance by all the officials of your Agency and the
Embassy of Japan in Jordan.

We hope that the report will be able to contribute to the implementation of Project and to the
further development of Jordan through the completion of the Project.

Very truly yours,

Takahide Fujihira

Team Leader,

The Study Team for

the Detailed Design Study on

Tourism Sector Development Project in
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
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Chapter 1 Introduction

L.1.

1.2,

Background of Sub-project

This Dead Sea Parkway Development is selected as one of the highest priority sub-projects in
the “Study of the Tourism Development Plan in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
(hereinafter called the “JICA Master Plan Study)” from December 1994 to February 1996.

The Dead Sea is well known world-wide as the lowest point on earth (about 395m below sea
level), and is considered the most buoyant sea in the world. The potential of the Dead Sea
should be utilized for the tourism promotion of Amman Tourism Centre. The Parkway
development will formulate a “one day tourism circuit” from the Amman Tourism Centre
through Madaba, Ma’in Spa, Zara Cliff, Dead Sea Coast and Amman as shown in Figure 1.1.
The formulation of the one-day circuit is expected to contribute to the tourism development
and promotion of Amman Tourism Centre.

Figure 1.1 One day Tourism Circuit

One-day tourism circult
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Source: JICA Study Team
Objectives

Study The study objectives are summarised as follows:

1) Review and reassessment of previous studies of the Project such as JICA Master Plan
Report (February 1996) and SAPROF Report (March 1997);

2) Conduct supplemental site investigations, lopographic surveys, and soil investigations;

3) Establishment of the definitive plan including preliminary design and provisional cost
estimates in consideration of the amount of construction cost allocated in JBIC loan
agreed with HKJ;
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4) Preparation of the detailed design of the facilities to be constructed under the Project
including construction plan and cost estimates in consideration of the amount of
construction cost allocated in JBIC loan agreed with HKJ;

5) Preparation of the tender documents of the Tourism Sector Development Project;
6) Preparation of the study reports, and

7) Pursuing technology transfer to Jordanian counterpart personnel in the course of the
Study.

Study Area

The location of the sub-project is the west-facing slope in the eastern coastal area of the Dead
Sea. The closest town is the Ma’in City, around 15 km far from the site and there is a facility
complex of Ma’in Hotel (Spa) around 4 km far from the site at the south-east direction.

In response to the early recommendation made by the JICA Master Plan Study, MOTA intends
to encourage the development of the area that is located near the site and along the cliff area
on the eastern side of the Dead Sea as a tourist area. A plan was prepared by MOTA to include
the development of a hotel facility to be located at the northern part of the Dead Sea
Panoramic Complex.

Figure 1.2 Dead Sea Parkway Site
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1.4. Scope of Work

The main objectives of the project aim at to create and foster a new tourist circuit that will
give an opportunity for the tourist travelling from Ma in Spa or the Dead Sea Coast providing
atourist facility with a panoramic view of the Dead Sea.

1.5. Location and Division of Sub-project

The proposed DEAD SEA PARKWAY starts from the Dead Sea Highway (Route 65) some
7 km to the south of the Hotels Development Area at the Dead Sea and to the north of Wadi Al
- Mujib.

The proposed route generally runs east and south east, climbing the mountainous and difficult
first part of the corridor that is almost 5.5 km in length. It crosses some main and minor wadis
until reaching the coordinate line of E 206 000 (which is the end of the difficult part).

The proposed route continues running east and south east crossing two main wadis where two
bridges are proposed (namely, Wadi Abu El-Asal & Wadi Himara) until it intersects with the
Main Main Road that connects Madaba and Ma in with the Hot Spa.

The proposed road passes adjacent to the proposed site for the Dead Sea Panoramic Complex.

The Parkway is divided into 3 sections for the study according to its topographic
characteristics, as shown in Figure 1.3.

Figure 1.3 Dead Sea Parkway Sub-project
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D

(2)

Part-A:

Part-B:

Part-C:

The topography of the first part of the corridor is mountainous and the difference in
elevation is aimost 470 m within a straight distance of aimost 1.4 km.  This gives
an average natural ground slope of more than 30%.

The topography of the second part is generally considered hilly with some sections
of flat terrain. The only difficult section in this part is where the proposed route
intersects Madash Himara Wadi and its branches at Sta. 7 + 300 approximately.

This section is the improvement of the existing one-laneroad. The existing road is
not suitable for large tourist buses since it is highly damaged with steep dopes and
small radius curves. Therefore, it was requested by MOTA and MPWH to be
implemented together with the original Parkway and agreed by JICA, athough this
was originally out of the scope of the Parkway sub-project.

Responsible Agencies

Development of the Parkway

The Ministry of Public Works and Housing (MPWH) is the responsible agency for the
development of the Parkway under the provision of the land by Jordan Valley Authority (JVA)

Operation and maintenance

MPWH isthe agency responsible for maintenance of this Parkway.
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