“What are the problemys now?"

4. Transport Problems

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

Vehicle Ownership

The number of registered vehicles in the city of Bucharest is increasing rapidly, growing at an
annual rate of 4.7% in the past four years. The number of passenger cars per 1,000 persons was
191 in 1998 and this figure has not yet reached the level of Central and Western Europe. However
if the tendency of vehicle ownership continues to increase, sooner or later the vehicle ownership
rate will reach that level and serious problems such as traffic congestion, air pollution by exhaust
gas etc. will occur (Figure 4.1).
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Traffic Demand

Traffic congestion already occurs on the trunk roads in the central area. At peak time, the traffic
congestion can be seen at major intersections such as Obor and Sudului which are cross points
between large traffic demand concentrating to the central area and traffic demand in the
circumferential direction.

Road Network

One of the big problems on the existing roads is the discontinuity. There are missing links in the
ring roads, where traffic demand is in the circumferential direction. Especially the existence of
the railways causes discontinuities of the inner ring road. B-dul Unirii is a major barrier for traffic
in the N-S direction (Figures 4.2 and 4.3).

Parking

The roads in the central area are occupied by parked vehicles. One reason is that the regulations
on parking are not so strict, and another reason is parking spaces are insufficient compared with
the parking demand. The on-street parking decreases the road capacily and causes traffic
congestion and traffic accidents. It is inconvenient and unsafe for pedestrians.

Decrease of Public Transport Passengers

The operating entities of public transport in Bucharest are METROREX and RATB. The problem
is that the number of passengers of both entities has been decreasing since the year 1992 when it
reached a peak. Though the increase of the number of vehicles is one problem, the issue to be
solved is how to increase the number of public transport passengers. To eliminate the cause of the
following problems, not only the infrastructure needs to be improved but also efforts on
improving the business of each entity as well as cooperation and coordination between entities are
required to give the passengers' needs top priority.

1) Inconvenient ticketing system

For the metro, passengers using tickets having magnetic strips pass through automatic turnstiles
and can transfer between routes within the metro network omly. For surface transport,
passengers use a ticket made of paper for a one-time ride along one transport mode route. In
other words, an RATB ticket is common fare, but passenger transfer cannot be made using one
ticket. Therefore passengers select routes which have few transfers, or extend their walking
distance.

2) Non-cooridnated public transport routes

Since the demand for routes with little transfer is great, there is a large number of routes and
route forms ate complicated on trunk roads, many routes are duplicaied while on the other hand,
transport services become worse in low demand areas.
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3) Inconvenient transfer between public transport modes

In major stations where metro, tram and bus connect, many inconveniences exist for public
transport passengers such as inadequate locations of entrances and exits of stations and bus
stops and lack of convenient ways to transfer.

4.6 Absence of Urban Transport Plan

Since no urban transport plan has been established, the transport problems such as urban sprawl
and concentration of cars in the central area cannot be effectively solved but are becoming
increasingly serious. Therefore, the urban transport plan is indispensable for the Study Area.
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Figure 4.3 Existing Public Transport Network
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