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y DN STEP 10
© AND FRIENDSHIP

Memorable scenes of the Youth Invitation Programme, 1999

OPENING CEREMONY

Welcome address by JICA .

'GENERAL ORIENTATION
PROGRAMME

'Hajlmemas e. Onamae wa 7" ¢ HeHo Whal's your name? )
(Japanese on thé move)

2 gy

- Experiencing "Naginata® for the first time
{Japanese martial arts éxperierice)

Learmng Japanese Wtih the heip of body fanguage
(Japanese Iesson) :



TOKYO

T

Feeling like a real news caster?

[

IN-HOUSE SEMINAR -



SPECIALIZED PROGRAMME
IN DIFFERENT PREFECTURE

Making a speech as a representative of his country

fas

frying Japanese callfgraphy: *Am | doing alf rlght:?'

Playing ethaic tythms 6n the drums

HOMESTAY

~ Look al my new baby gil

Trying on *Kiméno,” *D6 i’lob_k gbbd in a 'Kimono' ?* o '

Z2 '

 Héping 10 see you again--1i




OBSERVATION TOUR

- - - N
s ~

Pledge for peace at 'Hi'n')shim'a Peace Memorial Park

CLOSING CEREMONY /
FAREWELL PARTY

~ Saying "Kanpai® al the clésing ceremony™. - .-

R . o R . .
aking a speech oft behalf of all the participants™. -
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FOREWORD

“The Youth Invitation Programme” is implemented by the Japan International Cooperation
Agency (JICA) as a part of a technical cooperation scheme for developing countries, Under this
programme young people who will shouider the task of future nation-building are invited to Japan
for four weeks in different groups categorized by their specialized fields. Fhe purpose of this
Programme is to provide the young participants with opportunities to study their respective fields.
It is also meant to deepen mutual understanding through broad exchanges with Japanese people,
including their host family members so that the participants will be able to establish friendly
relationships based wpon mutual trust.

At first, only six ASEAN countries participated. Our network of fricndship, however, has
greatly expanded to include approximately 120 countries and territorics.

In the 16 years since the Programme started in 1984, a total of 19,849 young people have
visited Japan. I wish to express my deepest appreciation for the warm support and cooperation of
all those who have greatly contributed to the Programme.

‘This Report is a brief account of the participants’ stays in Japan, along with ¢ssays contributed
by some of the participants, by the Japanese yowths who took part in the In-house Seminars, as
well as by the host families in various parts of Japan. We will be quite delighted if this account
helps in developing this programme further and serves 1o bring good memories to those concerned
withit.

This Report will be seni to all the participants of the year 1999 and to those concered in the
parlicipating countries,

In closing, I wish to convey my deep and sincere gratitude {o everyone who has sent us
touching essays and sincere opinions. I hope for your continued suppoit and cooperation towards
making the Youth Invitation Programme even more worthwhile in the years to come,

Thank you very much.

March 2000
Takeshi Imazu

Managing Director, Domestic Parinership and Training Department
Japan Internationat Cooperation Agency
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1-1 Outline of the Programme

(1) Purpose

“The Youth Invitation Programme” is implemented by the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) as
a part of a technical cooperation scheme for developing countrics. Under the programme young people from
these countries, who will shoulder the task of future nation-building, are invited to Japan for 28 days in different
groups categorized by their specialized fields. The purpose of this programme is to provide the participants with
opportunities to study their respective fields, as well as to deepen mutual understanding, thereby they can create
trust and friendship through exchanges with the Japanese people of the same generation.

(2) Group Categories

(LEconemy (Economic and Financial Managements, Small and Medium Industries and Manufacturing)
[Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysta, Philippines, Thailand, Viet Nam, ASEAN Component, Central Asian
Countries]

(Z¥ducation, Teacher, Natural Science and Math Teachers, Female Teacher
[Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Thailand, Viet Nam, ASEAN Component, Bhutan, Iadia,
Maldives, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Pacific Countries and Territories, African Countries, Latin American
Countries, Saudi Arabia]

(3)Public Administration, Civil Servant, Government Official
[Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand, Pakistan, Mongolia, Pacific Countries and Territories]

DAgriculture, Agricultural Development, Civil Servant (Agriculture)
[Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand, Viet Nam]

(B)Scientific and Technological Developments
[ASEAN Component]

@Public Utilities
[ASEAN Component]

@ Invironmental Protection
[ASEAN Component]

(8L.ocal Development
[Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand]

@Health and Medical Services
[ASEAN Component, Bangladesh, African Counlries]

{@Social Welfare
FASEAN Component, Latin American Countiies]



(3) Duration and Number of Participants _

797 young people from cight ASEAN-member countries (149 from Indonesia and Malaysia respectively,150
from Philippines and Thailand rcspecti\'ely,' 115 from Viet Nam, 34 from Laos, 30 from Cambodia, 20 from
Myanmar), 86 from 14 Pacific countrics and territories (including Papua New Guinea and Fiji), 99 from 7 South
Asian countries (including India and Pakistan), 10 from Mongolia, 144 from 48 African countries and 1 UN
organization, 54 from 20 Latin American couniries, 20 from Saudi Arabia and 25 from 5 Central Asian countries
were inviled to Japan for a period of 28 days from May 1999 to March 2000. 1,235 youths were invited in all
under the Youth Invitation Progeamine.

(4) Pre-departure Programme and Four-week Programme in Japan
(TPre-departure Orientation Programme in the respective countrics
(Z:General Orientation in Tokyo or Osaka
(@Specialized Progranmme (including In-house Seminar and Homestay)
(A Observation Tour (o citics such as Hiroshima
& Evaluation and Preparation for departure



(5) A Programne Model

The Youth Invitation Programmeo @

Lectures on Japan

{ Japanese language lessons

Guidance on departure

Leclures on Japanese culture, history and economy,

ete.

Japanese fanguage lessons

Lectures and observation relevant to cach field
Exchange of views with Japanese youths

In-house Seminar

A couple L.
Pre-departure Orientatton Programme
of days
; - -
|
Armrival
1 week General Orientation Programme
o Specialized Programme N
In and around Tokyo including
In-house Seminar {7 days)
18 days In local area including

Interaction with Japanese youths

Lectures and observation related to each field

Homestay {8 days)

)
Obscrvation Tour (3 days})

b

3 days

Evaluation Programme

.

De parture

Homesiay in Japanese family

Visiting cities such as Hiroshima 1o deepen
understanding of Japanese culture, tradition and

history

Evaluation session for the improvement of the

programie
L



(6) Aftercare Project

In order 1o promote the understanding of Japan by the youths who were invilted under the Youth Invitation
Programme and also to perpeluate the friendship between them and Japanese youth, JICA has been conducting
an aftercare project as follows.

(DSupplementary Literature

JICA supplies the youths who participated, after their return, with on “Exchange Report” which is a
digest of the programmes of the year and a news letter “JICA Network,” so that they can keep up their
understanding of Japan.

@Alumni Associations

JICA promotes the organization of Alumni association which consists of ex-participants of this friendship
programme in each of the participating countries respectively. Alunmini associations take the initiative in
cooperating in pre-departure Programmes for new participants, holding meetings and issuing bulletins for
their members. JICA offers support to alumni associations by bearing cosis of their activities, etc.

Alumni associalions have already been organized in six ASEAN countries. Also in Cambodia,Laos and
Viet Nam, preparation is being done for organizing an alumni association. Apart from these countries, there
are some other nations whose former-participants of this programme organize alumni associalions in
collaboration with ex-participants who took the technical training course in Japan.

@Alumni Liaison Conference

Representatives of alumni associations in respective countrics meet together to hold an alumni liaison
conference for the purpose of promoting activities of each alumni association and ensuring conlinuous
development of the Youth Invitation Programiie.

JICA gives financial support to alumni lizison conferences by bearing vartous expenses. JICA also sends
a Japanese delegalion to the alumni liaison conference 1o exchange views.

Up to the present, the alumni liaison conferences have been held in the six ASEAN countries and the first
such conference was held in Indonesia in 1988. Since then each of the six ASEAN countries has taken a
turn to hold an alumni liaison confercnce every year.

(T Follow-up Mission

To the participating countries, JICA sends missions which consist of Japanese youths, host families, staff
members of related organizations, who played a major role in receiving parlicipants in Japan, to ensure
further understanding of Japan among the ex-participants. At the same time, Japanese delegations deepen
their understanding of the actual conditions of those countries, which contributes to the improvement in
planning of programmes.

Follow-up missions expand and develop the Youth Invitation Programmme, which used to be rather
unilateral, into an “cxchange™ programme in its true sense which enhances mutual trust and friendship
between the youths of Japan and the participating countries.

In 1999, three follow-up mission teams visited China and Mongolia, Viet Nam and Nepal.






1-2 List of Invited Groups and Implementing Youth Organizations in 1999

Latin Amedcan Coualries (54), Saudi Arabia (20). Central Asian Countries (23)

Period Country Group F.’\e?s-;gs Youth Organization
May 12-June 8 Thailand Teacher 23 International Hospitality 2nd Conference Service Asseviation
TEUUTT ({Thatland 0 Agriculure - 23 | Tapan Seinendan Councit
Philippines Teacher 23 Fapan Youth Hostels Inc.
May 12-June 8 Philippines Agriculiure 23 Iwate International Association
Philippines Small and Medium Industries 2% [ The Working Youth Welfare Association
May 19-Juoe 15 Papua New Guinea Teacher 20 | Junior Executive Council of Japan
: Papua Ne¢w Guinea Civil Senant 10 Japan Overseas Cooperative Association B
China Youth Leader 25 [ National Assembly for Youth Developmcnt
China Economy 25 | Development Association for Youth
May 19-June 15 | e Cinil Semant 75 | Japan Youth Hostels
China | Teacher 25 | Yuai Youth Association
Malaysia Teacher 25 International Hospitality and Conference Service Association
May 26-June 22 Malaysia Apeculiure 21 The World Youth Visit Exchange Association
S Indonesia Teacher 23 The Working Youth Welfare Association
o Indonesia | Apsiculure 23 | Japan Overseas Cooperative Association o
June 23-July 20 Philippines Public Administration 20 | The World Youth Visil Exchange Association
Philippines Local Development 20 | Junior Executive Council of Japan
ASEAN Component | Education 24 | Japanese Association of the Experinwnt in International Living
Tene 30-July 27 ASEAN Component | Economy 25 | National Assembly for Youth Development
¥ ASEAN Component | Heatth and Medical Services 24 | The International Nursing Foundation of Fapan
ASEAN Component | Soctal Welfare 24 Sappero Tnjernational Communication Phasa Foundation
Korea Youth Leader and Civil Senant 25 ] National Assembly for Youth Developaent
ily 7-Aug. 3 Korea Working Youth 25 | The Working Youth Welfare Association
¥ 2 Korea Teacher 25 Japan Yourh Hostels
Korea Student 25 | The World Youih Visit Exchange Association e
Tuly 14-Auz. 10 Viel Nam Economy 24 | Japan International Cooperation Center
¥ 2- Viet Nam Agriculiure 25 Japan Overseas Cooperative Association
ASEAN Component | Scientific and Technodogical Developments 24 Toyokawa Iaternational Association
Tuly 14-Aug. 10 | ASEAN Componenl | Environmental Protection 24 | Junior Executive Council of Japan
¥ 2 ASEAN Component | Public Uiilities 24 Enternational Hospitality and Conference Service Association
Laos Local Development 20 | Kochi International Associatien _
Aug 18-Sep. 14 Banglzdesh Health and Medical Sen ices 2 | The International Nursing Foundation of Japan
i P Pakistan Civil Senvant 20 | Japan Overseas Cooperative Association
S Lanka Education 10 | Aichi International Association
Sep. 23-0ct. 20 | Bhotan 2nd Maldives | Education 10 | Tapan International Cooperation Center
Nepal Education 9 Komagane Janfor Chamber Inc.
China Human Resource Development 25 Naticonal Assembly (or Youth Development
Oct 13-Nov. 9 China Economic Developmeat 25 | The Working Youth Welfare Associztion
) ' China Local Development 25 | Pevelopment Association for Youth
i \China_ o Infrastroctere —._]...25 __}Internatignal Good Neighborhood
Nov. 3-Nov. 30 Cambodia Economy 30 | Japan Youth Hostels Ine.
3 3 Savdi Arabia Education 20 Japan Overseas Cooperative Associzlion
African Compenent
Nov. 10-Dec. 7 French-speaking Countries: Femate Teacher | The World Youth Visit Exchange Association
. . French-speaking Countries: Natural Seience ard Math Teachers 25 | Osaka Foundation of International Exchange
French-speaking Countries: Health and Medical Senvices 26 Japan Inteenational Cooperation Ceater
wov. 17-Pec. 14 India Education 30 1 The Werld Youth Visit Exchange Association
o T IMyapmar . |Edecation 20__| National Foundation of UNESCO Association in Japan
Pacific Component Civil Servant 22 | Junior Executive Council of Japan
Nov, 24-Dec. 21 | Pacific Compenent Teacher 22 Japanese Association of the Experiment in Interrational Living
Fiji ___ 1 Civit Senvant e .12 _Napan International Coopeation Cemter |
China Primary School Feacher | 24 | The Working Youth Welfare Association
China Primary School Teacher 2 24 | Japan Youth Hostels Inc,
Nov. 24-Dec. 21 | China Jurior High School Teacher 24 | Junior Execetive Council of Japan
China High School Teacher | 24 | Japan Overseas Cooperative Assoctation
China HighSchool Teacher2 1 24 | The World Youth Visit Exchange Association
Thaitand Economic and Financial Managemenis 23} | 'The Working Youth Welfare Association
Jan. 12-Feb. 8 Thaitand Public Administration 23 | International tospilality and Conference Service Association
Thailand Local Development 23 | The World Youth Visit Exchange Assoctation
Tun. 12-Feb. 8 Viet Nam Education 26 [ Development Assoctation for Youth
) ) Viet Nam Civil Secvant 25 Japan Iaternational Cooperation Cenleq
Tan. 19-Feb. i5 Central Adian Comporeed | Economy 15 | Japan Youih lostels Inc.
- - Mongolia Governmenl Official 10 The Worid Youth Visit Exchange Association
Jan. 19-Feb. 15 Latin Amevican Compocert. | Social Welfare 28 | Japan Overseas Cooperative Association
- - Eatin Asmirvan Gomporert | Teacher 26 | Japanese Association of the Experiment in International Living
Indonesia Economic and Financial Managements 23 | Junior Executive Council of Japan
Jan. 26-Feb. 22 | Indonesia Public Administration 13 | National Assembly for Youth Development
| Indonesia Local Devglopment 22 |7The Working Youth Welfare Association
African Component
Feb. 2-Feb. 29 English-speaking Countrics: Female Teacher 24 Development Association for Youth
’ ) English-speaking Countries: Natural Science and Math Teachers 23 Japan Overseas Cooperative Association
English-speaking Countrics: Health and Medical Seevices 22 National Assermbly for Youth Development
Malaysia Economic and Finaneial Managements 21 Enternational Hospitalily and Conference Service Association
Feb.9-March 7 | Malaysia Public Administration 25 | Japan Youth Hostels Inc.
Malaysia Local Development 22 The World Youth Visit Exchange Association
73 Groups Cambodia (30, Indonesia {149), Lacs (34), Malaysia (£49), Myanmar (20), Philippines {150},
Total 107 countries and termitocies § Thaitard (150, Viet Nam (115}, Pacilfic Countries and Territories {86), )
1,655 youth China (320), Koiea (100), Southern Astan Countrics (99), Mongolia (10), Aftcan Countries (144),

12



The Youlh Invitation Programme@®

Place for Loval Programme

Loval Youth Organization

Yamanashi Yamanashi Prefectural Assenibly for Youth Development

Okayama Okayama-kea Seinerkan ;

Gunma Guama Intemational Association

Inate Iwate International Association

TFochigi Tochigi-ken Sginen Kaikan Foundation o e ]
Ishikawa Komatsu Internatienal Association

Nara | NaraInternational Cooperation Center

Oszka Osaka Association for Youth Development

Toyama The Toyama International Center Foundation

Mie Miz Internationat Foundation

Tokushima - Tokushima Wings of Youth Association _ .

Fukui Tukui Intemnational Association

Alkita Akita International Association

Yamagata Yamagara Overseas Cooperalive Association
| Fukucka L Japan Overseas Cooperative Association Kyushu Branch .
[baraki Iharaki Prefecture Executive Compuitee

Hokkaido Chitose International Communication Socicty e . o
Saitama The Ageo Global Association

Fukuoka Kyushu-Yanmaguchi Economic Federation

Aichi The Irternational Nursing Foundation of Fapan

Hokkaido Sappora Internationa) Communication Plaza Foundation

Kagawa Kagawa Prefectural International Exchange Associstion

Oita The Oita Prefectural Forcign Affairs association

Niigata Niigata Inteenational association

Hokkaido Fakikawa Internatienal Exchange Association o . I
Ehime Ehime Prefectural International Association

Wakayama Wakayama Prefectural Youth Association -

Aichi Toyokawa International Assoviation

Hokkaido Kushito City Foreign Yeouth Invitations Committee

Gifu Gifu World Youth

Kochi = Kochi Interpational Association e _ ,,

[ Shimane The international Youth Exchange Organization of Shimane Prefecture

Kagawa Frieadship Association for Youth Dispatched Qherseas in Kagawa __ -
Aichi Aichi [ntecrational Association

Saga Saga UNESCO Assoctation

Nagano Xomagane Junior Chamber Inc, o .
Ishikawa Ishikawa Youth Hostel Association

Osaka Pacific Resource Exchange Ceater

Tokushima Tokushima Japan China Youth Exchange Assoviation

| Shiga Shiga Youth Orpanization Union_

Hekkaido Tomakomai Imernational Exchange Center

Okayama __ | Imemational Youth Exchange Association of Okayama . L

Aomori Acmod Overseas Cooperative Association

O:aka Orsaka Foundation of International Exchange

Okayama Tsuyama and World Friendship Association o

Hokkaido Tokachi Intemational Association

Kznagawa Kamakura UNESCO Association _ .
Yamaguchi Yamaguchi Internaticnal Exchange Association

Yamaguchi World Youth Friendship in Tokuyama

Hyogo Kobe International Ceates for Cooperation and Communivation

Tottori Tottori Youth Friendship Association

Miyagi Miyagi Youth Hostel Association

Okinawa Okinawa Prefectusal Assembly for Youth Development

Ehime Ehime Overseas Cooperative Association

Nagasaki _ . Federation of World Youth Nagasaki .
Aichi Fapan Young Circle Tokai Branch

Kagoshima Kagoshima International Association

Hyogo Hyoge Youth Senvices Administration _—
Miyazaki Development Association for Youth Miyarzaki Branch

Chiba . R Chiba Prefectural fnternational Association e
Hokkaido tokkaido YMCA

Fukushima Nihonmatsu Global Citizen™s Association _—

Kumamolo Kumamoto Overseas Cooperative Association

Okinawa Okinawa International Foundation o
Shirvoka Numazu Association for International Communications & Exchanges

Fukushima Fukushima Wings of Youth Association

Fukvoka Fokuoka Inteznational Exchange Foundation

Kyolo Japan Overseas Cooperative Associztion Kinki Branch

Holkkaido Japan Overseas Coopeeation Volunteers Hokkaido Alumni Association Eastan

Shizuoka The Shizuoka Association for International Refations .

Hireshima Shobara International Exchange Association

Hiroshima Hiroshima Seishonen Bunka Center

Toyama Federation of Wesld Youth Toyama L e

13






The Youth Invitation Programme@

1-3 Participating Countries and Number of Youths (1984-99)

Year

Country

1984

1985

1986

1987

1988

1989

1990

1991

1992

1293

1994

1995

1956

1997

1998

Brunei

Vict Nam

149

49

149

150

43

149

150

147

147

150

147

148

e

149

43

149

49

145

20

150

147

150

43

30

150

20

149

20

149

146

150
93

49

30

149

13

48

30

150

20

20

148

148

150

9

146

20

149

106

100

149

34

149

20

150

115

Total {ASEAN Countries)

748

778

810

800

798

799

786

793

792

811

960

963

o1t

797

China

100

100

50

199

200

199

197

197

200

320

-1 -1 - 2,362
Korea -1 -1 -| 100] 99| 99 100] 98| 99| 96| 100} 98| i00| 9O7| 99] 100} 1,285
Mongolia -1 -t -1 -t - -1 - =| 10] 10} 10} 40| 10| 10] +i0{ 10 80
India -1 -1 -1 -1 =1 =1 -1 30 20| 30} 13} 23| 27| 24} 28| 3 234
[ Bangesn CIEEESY S < A, ol 0] 2] m| | 20 1] 20| 2|
 paian S I s At I ) e N N N I I I R R
 Nept [ ) B e e e T I B T R
Ers JRSS [ Iy s ) ) S e Y I I I I I R
[ Csitake JRRSS S I ey L e e I I IR L R L
B o= e =t = - sl s| s 8| s| s| s s| s| s
Totz{Smb AsanCountres) |~ - —-| ~| -{ —-| -] 100| 98| 100| 83| 93| 97{ go| 98| 99 858
African Countries - - - - - - - - -1 50| 100] -97| 957 95| 92| 144 673

Papua New Guinea

30

12

30

12

12

30

30

12

Hji - -
[ “Oecribccoimn | | T as| as| 36| 32| ss| | ss| me| e wr| w| w| om0l
Tafaiclotesmdled] —| —| 20| 24| 86| 84| 78| 74 78| 76| 80l 78l s89; 88| 88| 86| 1,029
LatnAmedanCounties 1 ~¢ ~| ~| -] -1 -] - -} -{ -| -| -| -1 so| 49| 54 153
Saudi Arabia -1 - -1 -~ -t -1 ~| -~ -1 -1 -1 -1 -1 -1 20| 201 40
Kazakhstan - - - - - - - - - — - - - - 6 5 1t
gy [N IR S RN Rt R A IS U N HY R RN R RS BN 10
| ajkison [ [ PR U IS D R B R R DU AR BN NN S B B 10
[ PYEPER e R H H R R BN RO (R R A A S A Y BT Y R
[ CVaerisan | A D R S A R R (R B U R A B [ B B 10

-1 - - -1 -] -1 -1 -t -1 -1 -1 -1 -| 28] 28] s0

*{ TelaY{Central Asian Couniries}

{Tolal

1,031

1,176

1,258

1,384

1,555

1,593

1,592

1,655

19,845
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Places for Local Programme
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The Youth Invitation Programme @

(DHokkaido: Philippines, Local Development
ASEAN Comp., Social Welfare
Korea, Student
ASEAN Comp., Environmental Protection
Cambaodiz, Economy
India, Education
Central Asian Comp., Economy
African Comp. (English-spcaking Countries),
Natural Science and Math Teachers
@Aomori: African Comp. (French-speaking Countries),
Female Teacher
MDAkita: Malaysia, Agriculture
@lwate: Philippines, Agriculture
(®Yamagata: Indonesia, Teachers
(®Miyagi: China, Primary School Teacher 2
(@Fukushima: Mongolia, Government Official
Indonesia, Public Administration
®Niigata: Korea, Teacher
@ Tochigi: Philippines, Small and Medium Industrics
d3Gunma: Philippines, Teacher
{ilNagano: Nepal, Fducation
@2 Ibaraki: Philippines, Public Administration
3 Chiba: Viet Nam, Civil Servant
{3 Saitama: ASEAN Comp., Education
3 Yamanashi: Thailand, Teacher
{§Kanagawa: Myanmar, Education
{d?Shizuoka: Indonesia, Economic and Financial Managements
African Comp. (English-speaking Countries),
Health and Medical Services
{3 royama: China, Economy
Malaysia, Local Development
@Ishikawa: Papua New Guinea, Teacher
China, Human Resource Development
@OFukui: Malaysia, Teacher
#LGifu: ASEAN Comp., Public Utilities
@2Aichi: ASEAN Comp., Health and Medical Sérvices
ASEAN Comp., Scientific and Technological
Developments
Sri Lanka, Education
Thailand, Economic and Financial Managements

J3Mie: China, Civil Scrvant
@ Shiga: China, Infrastructure
3K yoto: African Comp. (Inglish-speaking Countries),
Female Teacher
4 Nara: Papua New Guinea, Civil Servant
#7Wakayama: Vict Nam, Agriculiure
#3Osaka: China, Youth Leader
African Comp. (French-speaking Countries),
Natural Science and Math Teachers
China, Economic Development
@ Hyogo: Fiji, Civil Servant
‘Thaitand, Lecal Development
& Totleri: China, Primary School Teacher |
@1 Okayama: Thailand, Agriculture
Saudi Arabia, Education
African Comp. (Freach-speaking Countrics),
Health and Medical Sesrvices
#Shimane: Bangladesh, Health and Medical Services
(3 Hiroshima: Malaysia, Economic and Financial Managements
Malaysia, Public Administration
&Yamaguchi: Pacific Comp., Civil Servant
Pacific Comp., Teacher
3 Kagawa: Korea, Youth Leader and Civil Servant
Pakistan, Civil Servant
& Tokushima: China, Teacher
China, Local Development
32 Fhime: Viet Nam, Economy
China, High Schoot Teacher 1
{8 Kochi: Laos, Local Development
@ Fukuoka: Indonesia, Agriculture
ASEAN Conp., Economy
Indonesia, Local Development
4)Saga: Bhutan and Maldives, Fducation
41 Nagasaki: China, High School Teacher 2
92 Kumamoto: Latin American Comp., Social Welfare
@3 0ita: Korea, Working Youth
@ Miyazaki: Viet Nam, Education
3 ¥agoshima: Thailand, Public Administration
& Okinawa: China, Junior High School Teacher
Latin American Comp., Teacher

17
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Impressio

BMCambodia -

A Journey to Economic Giant Country

Huy Sieng
Ecenomy Group

We 30 Cambodian participants came to Japan on
November 3, 1999, under the Youth Invitation
Programme, wilh hopes of grasping a method to fulfill
our objective of putting our nation closer on the road
toward becoming a developed country.

Japan is very developed in almost every field, There
are nrany intellectuals leading the country, and the
people faithfully follow the leaders. And their industrial
technology has attained high level of development.

In contrast, when we look at Cambodia it was only
recenily that our civil war between countrymen subsided
and people began working shoulder Lo shoulder to
reconstiuct the nation to prevent it from Fatling behind its
neighbor countrics. .

Our Youth Invitation Programme started in Osaka
and contintted on in Tokyo, Muikamachi in Niigata,
Hokkaido, Hiroshima, and finally back to Osaka before
our departure to Cambodia.

I had exchanges with many people during my stay
in Japan. We traveled, learned, had fun, did sports and
many other things together, and all these memories
will remain with us,

We went to Sapporo while staying in Tomakomtai.
Sapporo Beer was so lasty that it reminded me of our
Cambodian beer. .

We leancd whai true friendship. means from the
Japanese people through this Programme. We were
made aware thal maintaining peace is indispensable
for any nation to develop. Parlicularly, 1 learned what
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the technologies, industries, services, and interpersonal
relationships in a developed country are alt about.

“Through the Youth Invitation Progranmme, a friendly
bilateral relationship between Cambodia and Japan
will be strengthened, and it can also contribute to the
realization of a society without any war and a peaceful
world despite our respective country’s differences in
skin color and level of wealth. 1 am very sure that this
programme can offer Cambodians the incentive o
accelerate their nation-building efforts. I would like to
tell as many people as possible what [ have gained
from my stay in Japan.

In closing, 1 would like to thank JICA and the
Japanese government for giving us such a wonderful
opporttunity. .

I wish JICA, Japan, and the people of Japan all the
very best in their endeavors toward the 2 1st century.
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Mindonesia

One Month in the Country of
Cherry Blossoms

Halimatus Sa'Diyah
Teacher Group

Before 1 write something about my impressions of
the Youth Invitation Programme, let me express my
appreciation from the bottom of my heart to those
concemed both in Indonesta and Japan. This progranme
brought me abroad for the first time, and through it 1
have gained many experiences. Before | participated,
Japan was a country [ knew only through the mass
media. But 1 was able to visit many parts of the counlry,
which was once a mere dream o me,

Through this Programme I deepened my knowledge
nol only of the Japanese educational system but also
that of Indonesia. I had also an opporunity to exchange
ideas with the Japanese youths who pardicipated in the
In-house Seminar, as well as to learn some of
traditional Japanese cultures, including Origami
folding paper, pollery and Yuzen dycing.

I was very nervous before the homestay progranime,
as | was not sure if 1 would be able to communicate
well with my Japanese host family members. Besides,
fish dishes are not my favonite, and I was worried that
they would prepare (fish, particularly sashimi, for me.
But my host family members were warmhearted and
kind encugh to take me to many places. There was
nothing but joy during my stay with them. 1 found it
very difficult o say goodbye to them.

It was in Hiroshima, when [ tried eating the
unpleasant sashimi. 1 wanted to give it a try as sashimi
is their favorite food for the Japanese and I thought that
eating it would mean [ was appreciating their custom.
But I failed in the end. Morcover, 1 experienced chemy
picking, which was a unique experience for me, as
chierry trees do not grow in Indonesia.

1 hope that this Programme wiil be conducted for
many years 1o come.
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Wonderful Memories of My Homestay

Sapto Husodo
Agriculture Group

I do not have words to express my happy feelings
when T first found out that 1 would be able to go to
Japan under the Youth Invitation Programme.

Absolutely, to get an opportunity to visit Japan
which was known to me as the cheny blossem country,
was the happiest event that ever happened to me.
Immediately, [ made up my mind to go to Japan, because
I thought it would broaden my horizon and I also
wanted to deepen exchanges with the Japanese people.

Antong the programmes, the homestay in Fukuoka was
the most inferesting pant to me. It was truly meaningful
and unforgetiable. | visited a fasm village in Fukuoka
where I met many kind people. T leamed about ways of
agricultural cultivation and the lechniques employed by
the farmers there. I also leamed about their distribution
system and observed how they were putting their hearts
into their agricultural work.

Many of the farmers there are old but were working
very hard. They were eager to learn new techniques
and concerned about the preservation of the natural
environment. [ had my homestay programme at one of
the farmer’s houses. 1 was so moved by the family’s
heartfelt wetcome extended to me that Feven felt as if
they had hoped for me to go there.

Unfortunately, my two-day stay therc passed so
quickly that I could not learn about their agricultural
life in more detail. However, the time 1 spent there
will surely remain in my heart as a good memory. 1
started developing the feeling that 1 wanted to help
farmers in my country have enthusiasm for their work;
just as those Japanese farmers do.

l____ g X : - _,J
Peace Forever

Supriyadi

., ASEAN Comp,

Education Group

While secing with my eyés the lutire, 28 days have
passed by visiting and joining to harmenizes with
Japanese tradition. Thére were sweet meimories, which
managed to déaw our dréains through this programme,



Many experiences could be directly Iearned in Japan.
One of the important parts of the great success of
Japan is divided into 2 great significant factors deeply
inside the Japancse spinit. They consist of:

First factor is Bushido Makoto teaching, which
makes the Japanese believe that one’s sence of
modesty leads to self-control.

Second is the spirit of catching-up. At the present,
the Japanese have atlready opened themselves dynamically
and aggressively to adopt all sorts of science and
technology from throughout the world, and that has
brought a geeat opportunity to their nation. Nevertheless,
the prosperity of Japan has no meaning without peace
and good feelings deep within the heasts of the people.

For the aforementioned reason, the events in Hiroshima
and Nagasaki happened only ence and will never
come again. We leamed that the arrogance and greed
of humankind can bring dangers, as follows:

Let us know, to decpen understanding, some wise
words:

There in only onc God. He is the omnipresence and
the almighty.

There is only one race. The race is humanity.

There is only one language. The language is of the
heart.

There is only one rule. The rule is duly.

There is only one satisfaction. The satisfaction is
self-control.

A Funny Experience

Christina Agustin
Economic and Financial Managements Group

I would like to write about my experience in Japan
as it was. The episode which reminds me of fond
memories of Japan.

While I was staying in Tokyo, Yuna and [ were
sharing a room. One morning, 1 sat on a toilet seat
before taking shower. Then 1 pushed and turned some
side buttens for fun. Yes, it was the first time in my
life to use this kind of toilel.

Some very hot water spouted suddenly. “Ouch!” [
did not understand what was happening. But I was to
find out that my backside was practically boiling. |
tushed into the bathtub and got through the crisis, but
the hot water did not stop automatically. ‘The ftoor got
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wet, and | started (o laugh not knowing what to do.
After a while I came to myself and took at the
indications on the buttons timidly but carefully.

Then [ found a “stop™ button! It was a big relief.
But the entire bathroom was all flooded. 1 was
ashamed of what { had done amd tried to restore the
condition of the room before my roommate used the
shower. I used my bath towel ta wipe all the watls and
the floor and a small towel to wipe myself dry.
Liverything became all right.

When 1 came out of the bathroom, Yuna asked me
why I had make so much noise. 1 replied, “Nothing. [
just slipped,” thinking that Yuna did not know how to
use this special toitet and that now | had become a
master of “the Washlet,”
cleaning function and bidet.

(he toilel with an automatic

One day when we visited the Numazu Chamber of
Commeice, 1 went to their bathroom but came out
without using it. Asked why I came out so soon, i
answered “1 did not use il because it was not a
Washlet.” Well, I now feel like an important person.
However, when I return to Indonesia, 1 will have to
use a ladle to clean the toilel.

O T T T T T T
Warmness Amidst the Cold

Yanuar Ahmad
Public Administration Group

When 1 first looked at the programme schedule, the
words of “homestay in Aiza-wakamatsu” caught my
eyes, and they made me very anxious. 1 tend to feel
uneasy just about staying at a friend’s house. Here §
have to stay wilh people of totally different customs
and culture. In addition, it was winter — a season (hat
I had not experienced before.

My homestay startcd with learning how to wear
slippers. In Indonesia, we do not wear slippers at
home and i did not know in what rooms to use them
properly. One day 1 took a bath wearing the slippers.
Naturally, the slippers were drenched. | apologized to
my “Otosan” and “Okasan” seriously by bending my
body 90 degrees. My “father” and “mother” had a
hearty laugh and said, “Daijobu desu (No problem).”

My host family treated me as their own child. In
Japanese “child” is “kodomo.” When they said that |
was their “kodomo,” 1 always felt so funny. In
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Indonesia we have a kind of reptile called the
“Komedo Dragon.” Pronounced a little differently,
Kodomo sounds like Komodo. That made us laugh a
lot.

My worrics aboul staying with cool-locking
Japanese have disappeared gradually. The cold winter
has not ended, but I am feeling warm at heart.

— 3
Memories of Japan

Muherian
Local Development Group

I stayed in Japan from January 26 1o February 22
under the Youth Invitation Programme, and time flew
so quickly.

Out stay was full of new things, and we touched
here at the land of the rising sun. We Indonesian
youths are all grateful to have been given
opporiunities to take part in this programme and sec
Japan with our own eyes.

There weére many impressive things. The Kansai
International Airport is one of them. We saw it first
when we arrived in Japan. The airport built on the
reclaimed land on the ocean is beautifully harmonized
with the view of the neighboring port.

We were welcomed at  the airport quile
systematically. From that time on we saw (he
discipline of the Japanese people in various occasions
such as when they cross the streets, throw garbage
away and smoke cigarelles.

Our coordinators took good care of us, and we
became close to each other. This has become one of
our impressive memeries. They remembered our
names soon, and that helped everything to go well.

It was also impressive for me (0 see how they
coordinated and arranged the programme between the
two organizers in Tokyo and the local arca. They
showed respecl to each other, and the programime was
conducted without any problems.

I could not fully understand what we were taught,
as the information given 1o us was so rich and the time
we spent was too short. I wish we had chances to visit
welfare facilities for the aged, the disabled and the
people in need.
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Memories of Japan

I miss your cold wind

I miss your warm hugs

| was all right in the snowstonn

As my heari was warmed

As Thave hope

The words of goodbye do not come out of my dried
lips

Because I wish to be with you once again



M Asia

Miaos '_ SRR

The Japanese in My Mind
Yang Pao Payeveu

ASEAN Comp.
Soclal Welfare Group

Before coming to Japan, the deepest impression 1
had of this country was its potato blossoms. Now |
return home with a better understanding of Japanese
history and culture. Especially, the lectures that were
given and meeting with Japanese youths have become
memories of unforgettable experiences for us to bring
back.

The In-house Seminar held in Sapporo City was an
occasion where we met Japanese youths to discuss
together about Japanese culture and Japanese youths
today. This discussion enabled us to know and understand
more aboul today’s youlhs in Asian countrics. We also
made a lot of new friends with whom we hope to
maintain this long-lasting friendship for the years to
come.

The homestay was another highlight which all of us
had looked forward 1o. It tumed oul to be a good and
eariching experience. We could feel what it was like
living in a Japanese house for a weekend. The host
families were so hospitable and kind to us that ovr
homestay was most comfortable and enjoyable.

Many of us didn’t understand the impact of the
World War Il on Japaﬁ until we toured the Hiroshima
Peace Memorial Musecum, which made us know well
about it, and we hope that its aftermath should never
occur again o anyone or any country in the world.

In conclusion, this Youth Invitation Programme has
turined out to be fruitful and enriching. We bring back
wilh us nol only many “omiyage” but also experiences
and beautiful memories of Japan to develop our country
in the future. We would like 1o thank especially the
Japanese government and the Japan International
Cooperalion Agency.

“Arigato gozaimasu.”
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Unforgettable Memories

Phonesay Keosomphanh
ASEAN Comp.
Environmental Protection Group

I was very happy to have had an opporunity to visit
Japan under the Youth Invitation Progranume sponsored
by JICA for the developing countries and territories in the
world. 1t was my first trip abroad, and | thought | was
very Jucky to have had such a chance to visit Japan—a
comtry of high technology, streng economy and of kind
people.

DPuging my stay in Japan, we visited many places in 4
cities! Osaka, Tokyo, Kushiro and Hiroshima. In each
cify, we had lectures on environmental protection, and
received a warm welcome and kind cooperation.

Especially, in Kushiro City, we had an exchange parly,
farewell party, tea ceremony, flower arrangement, and
canoeing on Kushiro Marsh.

The best part was to stay with the host family; they
drove me to the festival venue for shopping, sightsecing
in Kushire City, and cooked seafood for me because |
love fish. It was a very special day, and they were very
kind. I thank them for giving me enjoyable memories in
such a short time. In addition 1o these aclivities, we had
an exchange party with Japanese youths at the In-house
Seminar in Tokyo, and leamed about Japanese culiure,
customs and life styles. All the people we met there
were polite and kind. Also, we had group discussions
about eavironmental protection.

In Hiroshima, 1 was very sad to see the damage to
human life and the A-bomb Dome. 1 thought that if
there had been no wars, these things would not have
happened. We have to prevent war.

This progeamme was very useful for me because we
ASEAN and Japanese youths have learned from each
other and among each other. I will bring these valuable
experiences to-my developing country so that the
relationship between the ASEAN countries and Japan
will continue forever.

-Twould like to thank JICA for letting me know about
Japan. g

Last but not least, I wish all the people I met in this
programme the best of fuck, good health, and success in
their duties. - ) : .

I was very glad to have had a good experience like
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this one.
Domo-arigato gozaimashita.

C - ]

l\_'!_y Impressions of L(r)'ézriimDevelop-
ment in Japan

Sonephachanh Thavikiram
Local Development Group

I would like to explain my impressions and thoughts
on what I actuatly saw and felt on behalf of the
participants of the local development group from Laos
who came to Japan with me under the Youth Invitation
Programame.

Although the duration of our one-month stay in Japan
was shoit, we visited various places and exchanged views
with Japanese younths. During our stay we were able to
obtain a great deal of knowledge useful for helping our
nation grow out of its present situation as a developing
country. OF all our programmes, what impressed me
miost were the opinion éxchange with people from local
govemments and the In-house Seminar. These occastons
gave us Lao patticipants an opportunily to deepen
friendly relations with the Japanese participants. During
the In-house Seminar discussions, some Japanese
participants showed us cases of various types of local
development. In addition, we had chances to observe
factories and farmers who were using advanced
techniques te grow the profitable “BEINASU”
eggplants and rice.

We would like to utilize what we have leamed and
experienced (o help Lao people take intercst in advanced
agricultural techniques and learn about them. What is
nmore, we would like to support them to ensure that the
precious crops resulting from their hard work will be
used to get a sufficient food supply and to improve
quality of life.

Besides all that, we also visited a home for the
elderly that had advanced facilities and a junior high
school that provided classes 1o learn how 1o use the
intemet. Al these visits made me believe that Japanese
sociely is a highly developed -one with the latest
scientific systems, and it is a fair socicly.

The homestay programme was an unforgettable
experience, whose memory will last for the rest of my
life. This is because my Japanese host family kindly
helped me and took good care of me. In the end, we
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established a good friendship.

I sincerely hope that the Youth Invitation
Programme that enables one to experience such
wonderful things will continue for many years to come.
I wish JICA and everybody concerned with this
programme good health and all the very best.

Thank you very much.



Japanese Society

Salwati Badroddin
Teacher Group

1 landed in Japan for the first time, and I was filled
with interests in Japanese society. With big cities and
buildings, the country is not much different from any
of the other advanced countries that I had visited
before.

Japanese society is well known for its punctuality.
Not only are some particular people punctual to the
minute, but are the buses, too. Busses surely depart on
time. ‘This was amazing to me, as it is almost impossible
to find in Malaysia.

Morcover, the Japanese people are very polite, and
respect others. When it comes to greetings, they
always bow to almost anyone,

We learned many positive altitudes from Japanese
socicty. However, we saw some young people who
were influcnced by disagreeable parts of Western
ctilture. 1 think that Japan should 1ake some measures
to prevent its culture, which is much admired by the
world, from disappearing amidst the curcent trends. In
order lo inake young people realize the superiority of
their own culturé, it may be necessary to provide
moral and religious education in school.

- I shall never forget the many new things 1 have
learned from Japanese socicly.

| _ o E—

Japan and I

Majelan B. Serudin
Agriculture Group

I have learted

Shogun Tokugawa, the Meiji Resloration, Atomic
bombings in Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Sumo wrestling,
Samurai, Kimono... ' :

I have heard about

State of art technology, Hokkaido and its agriculture,
the Great Eacthquake in Hanshin and Awaji, Sushi and
Sashimi, World Cup Soccer in 2002, Kyoto and its
culture... o '

‘Now {May 26, 1999) . .
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Arrived in Osaka. Departed for Tokyo and Akita on
bullet trains; flew to Haneda and Hiroshima; stopped
in Kyoto; returned to Osaka.

Fhave seen

Tokyo and its people’s life there; Akita and its
green paddy fields. Hiroshima and Sadako-san’s wish
{Monument of Sadake); shrines cspecially those in
Kyoto.

Japan and her people are catching up with the clock.

Funderstood.

Japan is a gallery.

Overitowing with colorful pictures.

It came to the time for me to say goodbye (June 22,
1999).

“Sayonara” the host families were waving al me,

Tt was just a brief visit.

Situated far away at the corner of my mind.

To JICA, the World Youth Visit Exchange
Association, Akila International Associalion, 1 thank
you all for giving me such a wonderful apportunity.

672 Hours in Japan, Friendship for
the Future

Mariam Bt Hassan
ASEAN Comp.
Economy Group

Friendship has been invaluable, and it has been built
through experiencing multifaceted aspects which
combined to bind our Economy Group...

Every person we met, statling from the smiling and
so welcoming coordinators who were the first to greet
us and were close by to help us in whatever we needed.
We met the youths with colourful hair and trendy
clothes in Shinjuk'u, Tokyo. And the youths in
Shinjuku were so amusing.

Culture

Being introduced to our new host families, we
learned what it was like to be a Japanese “son” and
“daughter” for 3 days and 2 nights. We learned a lot
from the discussions we had with the Japanese youths,
although attention was given to topics such as
marriage and courting. We laughed while talking and
leamed to speak SLOWLY in all discussions.
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With the Otosan and Okasan, who were destined to
be our adopted parents for 3 days and 2 nights, we
experienced being true Japanese “sons” and “daughters.”

“Nihongo wakarimasen.” Still we had communication
activities.

“Oyasuminasai” was said on the buses every lime
we went on the long rides through the towns while
anticipating visits to intcresting places.

The media even recorded our visit to the Vice Governor
of Fukuoka Prefecture. What should also have been
put on NHK were our skills in dancing and our
singing at the lwo parties we had.

At the Yubinkyoku we posted so many letters through
them with letters telling all our loved ones at home on
how much we were missing them and at the same
time, how much fun we were having. Not only were
these original means of communication prevalent, but
also many green and grey “Denwa’ we ran to were
also a popular means of communicating. Oh, and don’t
forget the “Kinko's” and the internet... We couldn’t
possibly live without communicating and even talking
to each other.

It is friendship that we hold for the fwure from all
that we have experienced during the past 672 hours of

our lives...

Thank you, Iro Iro Arigato Gozaimasu, from all of us.

My One Month in Japan

Mariah Zainal Abdin
Economic and Financial Managements Group

Nippon! Nippon! Nippon!

Yebruary 2, 2000.

1 came from Malaysia

Now I am standing firmly on the land of this country

Ohayo gozaintasu (Good Moming)

I'lock at the ground and see cotton buds on it

No! It is snow .

Samui (Cold). This was the first Japancse word out
of my mouth
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Dep Dop Dop. What is that? The sound of the
Malay Railway?

No, No, it is Nozomi running

Hello! A greeting of friendship

Chotto matte kudasai (Please wail for a little while).

Kawaii (Cute). This is my praise to Japanese girls

Sugoei (Incredible). This shows my admiration for
the cily of Shobara

Qishii (Delicious). 1 ask for another helping of
Serunding (a Malay dish)

Otosan, Okasan (Father, Mother). My unforgettable
mcinories of you

Waved hands, dropping leass

Thank you very much for everything

AL 3:15, on a quiet moming of August in 1945

An atemic bomb was dropped over Hiroshima

Hiroshima in darkness

Prayers of mothers, hopes of children

Cries of the world, peace on earth

The 2tst Century, smiles foster friendship

Sayonara, sayonara, sayonara

Nippon, Malaysta

The Japanese Transportation System

Dzulzatani Bin Eden
Public Administralion Group

Japan is the country with the most advanced
transportation system. The whole nation is licked with
air, sea and land systems. The land transportation is
particularly excellent in spite of Japan's very
mountainous geographical features.

Among the various land transportation systéms
linking urban and rural areas, the railway is especially
important. The failway is a fast, cheap and accurate
system and is a very conumon means of transporlation
for the Japanese. The railway net work consists of
various system such- as the Shinkansen, (rains,
monorails, streetcars and subways. These are always
accurately operated, and the users are grateful for
them. :

Japan has more railway systems than other
countriés. The super express Shinkansen; with the
maximum speed of 300 kovh is the most important
railway, and its high speed is really remarkable.

The Shikansen links major cities from Hakata in



Kyushu to Morioka in Henshu. Its cars are
comfortable o ride in and equipped with bathrooms
and dining cars. There are the facilities for the
disabled and the aged as well. That means Japan has
been making great efforts to provide transportation
systems to be used by people without any worries.

In Japan we can sce almost all kind of
transportation systems. The Japancse are endeavoring
to improve them further and at the same time do not
forget considerations towards the disabled, aged and
pedestrians. [ felt the people in Japan are quite happy
because their government has provided modern and
excellent transportation systems.

A Visit — One Way of Learning

Ahmad Badri B. Jaafar @ Ismail
Local Development Group

Theére are many ways to widen your knowledge:
learning at educational institutions, reading books,
altending seminars, visiting places and so on.
Whatever you do, the objective is one. That is to learn
for the benefit of your people, society and nation.

While we observed places, we exchanged informa-
tion, policies, techniques and opinions, and  believe
that benefited both the visitor and the host sides.

There aré differences in background between the
developed and developing countries. We can get a lot
of ideas and various experiences for developing our
country by such a visit for leamning.

On the other hand, a developed country can learn
about opportupities to give assistance to less
developed countries. [ mean that both sides can benefit
economically, polilically and socially.

The important thing does not lie in the process of
widening knowledge but in the fact that the people
who give and receive are always blessed.
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B Asia
MMyanmar =
About the Youth Invitatio

n Programme

Mu Mu Myint
Education Group

I came to Japan on November 17, under the JICA’s
Youth Invitation Programme as a participant in the
Education Group and experienced the “coldness” of
autumn for the first time in my life. M¢. Fuji and the
coloured leaves were so magnificent, and 1 was able to
pray devoutly to the Great Buddha of Kamakura with
my own Buddhist faith,

In Hiroshima I listened to a A-bomb survivor, and |
observed some buildings designated as world heritage
sites and thereby and decpened my knowledge.

I learned about Japan’s educational systems that
emphasize developing children’s ability and talent
based on individual interests. Through the programme
that enabled us to get close to and exchange ideas with
other Myanmar participants, we found it very fruitful
that the bilateral relationship between Japan and
Myanmar was deepened.

We were very pleased to be welcomed warmly by
many Japancse people during our one month stay in
Japan. Now, it is with regrel that T have to depart from
them.

We saw at first hand the erdinary life of the
Japanese people.

The Youth Invitation Programme was very useful in
promoting mutual friendship between Japan and
Myanmar and for gaining further knowledge. 1 would
like to express my highest respects to the sincerity of
the people at JICA.
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A Teacher’s J oumcy to the Land of
the Rising Sun

Lorenzo S. Hipolito Jr.
Teacher Group

In a book 1 read about the life of Dr. Jose Rizal, it
was pointed oul that our nationat hero had a high regard
to Japan as a country. He travelled a lot, he crossed
almost the entire world. To him, Japan was something
very special. He was very much impressed with the
honesty, discipline and hardwork of the Japanese people.
Because of these impressions, he was almost tempted to
stay in Japan. But, at that time, Rizal was destined to be
the Asia’s Apostle of Nationalism. Thus, he refused to
serve as an interpreter in the Spanish Legation.

This information inspired me a lot somehow and
someday to reach the “source of the sun.” I looked
forward to realizing this dream. I never thought that
this dream would become a reality. Fortunately, T was
chosen as a participant in the Youth Invitation
Programume. 1 was given the opporiunity for a iwenty-
eight day travel tour, during which I was exposed to
and given a glimpse of Japan as a nation.

I strongly believe in the observation made by Dr.
Jose P. Rizal. Ever since, homogeneity has been a
principal characteristic of Japan’s people and culture.
‘This pattern of life still prevails among the Japancse
people. This can be traced to the desirable values still
evident in Japan. Honesty, discipline and hardwork
play a very important factor in enhancing the “group
oriented” concept of Japanese lile. Despite rapid
changes in terms of technological advancements,
Japan still preserves its culture as a contribution to
world civilization.
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Mission Accomplished in Japan
by Heart

Noe! Matalubos Saldajeno
Agriculture Group

Eager to see and experience Japanese culture and
sociely, my mission had to be accomplished. There
was only one way to satisfy this curiosily, and that
was to find out heartily.

The panoramic postcards of Japan and its published
technology have been proven respectively to be as
breathtakingly lovely as they appeared to be and
competitively advanced as adjudged to be. A place
with historical sights, including temples and castles,
landscapes and buildings, indeed, Japan is “an istand
nation of natural beauty and cultural diversity.”

The Japanese people generally feel very close to the
natural environment. They preserve the creation of the
omnipotent “Kami” of Shintoism and Buddhism. No
wonder shrines are built everywhere for god-fearing
people to offer a prayer.

The Specialized Programme such as lectures and
observation of Iwate’s prefectural landmarks proved
that “Japan is one of the largest impoiting countries of
agricultural products in the world” because of its
relatively limited farming arca. Farmers are self-
sufficient, however. With the vision to compele
globally, the land is therefore farmed very effectively
using sophisticated machinery; it is intensive farming
with highly refined techniques. Farmers own their
land, anyway.

Modem technological research through hlotcchnology
has made a breakthrough to have abundant agricultural
produciion. . _

Fishery as well is one of Japan s major induslries
since fish is an important dish for Japanese “sashimi”
and “tempura.”

Interaction with the Japanese youths during the In-
house Seminar expressed facets of Japanese and
Filipino culture. Simifarities are many in international
relations, but not as much concerning technology
advancement and global compelitivencss in agriculture.
Nevertheless, the seminar facilitated an effort toward
“unity in diversity,” chailenging the participants to
become leaders of the 21st century for nation-building.

The Japanese family is traditionally very close.



Education is prioritized. The homestay in a Japanese
family fostered a mutual trust and friendship and
raised nuual understanding. The home is a blend of
“tatami” and polished wood and carpeling,

Japan wouldn't seem this remarkable if we hadn’t
visited Tokyo and Hiroshima-landmarks of Japanese
culture, sociely, teadition and history.

Such travel in Japan has taught me this: 1 missed
my own country very much. The more 1 learn, the
more [ long to go home and be a part of its food security
programme toward the year 2000 and beyond.

Mission accomplished!

— S
JAPAN — Refreshing Experience

Ronald T. Baluyut
Small and Medium Industries Group

Japan is a mixture of many things to me. It typifies
the latest in culling-edge technology that depends on
an array of many small, oftentimes unrecognized
players. My first-hand experience reinforced my
image of Japan as a compelitively driven society that
values a balance between development and prescrvation
of nature and tradition. [ see this need for balance as a
check against creeping materialism, and distortion of
values.

Japan is struggling out not only against a lingering
recession but also against a skeptic and impatient
sociely that has long been pampered by continuous
growth in the past. However, I see this break as s sign
for Japan to rethink its priorily in Asia and the world. |
am sure a second wind is just around the corner when
it gets its priorilies right.

"My 28-day slay in Japan taught me to be more
persistent and creative. Persistent in conversing with
some Japanese who can hardly understand English,
but one willing to listent and digest my message. My
level of creativily has been enriched by Japanese
wisdom and practicality. The discussions I had with
Japanese businessnien, friends, counterparts at the In-
house Seminar, host family and coordinators help
much in explaining to me a complicated society,

- I énjoyed Japanese humility as displayed by their
tradition of bowing déep. It is a good exercise for
trimming both excess pounds and overblown pride.
They taught me to recognize my shortcomings and
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develop my potentials. This fighting spirit made Japan
rise and leap from the rumbles of defeat.

For the Japanese, counting inward is an expression
of their desire to add more - friends, wealth, technology
and even understanding from outsiders. Timing is also
big business for them. Everything depends on accurate
timing: the trains, smooth traffic, appointmcats and
sometimes even having fun.

i know the burden of keeping an aftluent socicty
rest on their shoulders. The Japanese have o work
hard, and work makes them happy. However, the
pressure of our working creeps on their nerves; they
have to relieve the stress by drinking, sleeping on
trains, endless shopping, and sports aclivities.

Hot springs and public bath wash away their
tension. Travetling also gives them the opportunity o
compare with other cultures and societies.

It is common to meet a Japanese who has travelled
in five countrics in the past five years.

To stay for only 28 days in Japan is too short a lime
to understand the country fully. 1 am tempted to
narrate the small, trivial yet learning experiences, but |
would not be able to capture them all.

I kinow that Japan is not all the friendly smiles, the
deep bows, the trains ariving on time, Disneyland and
hordes of shopping stalls. It is more than “robatayaki
parties” and accommodating host families.

However, the memories of these experiences | had
in Japan will forever be imprinted in me. The Japanese
friends and the memories of shared dreams make my
spirit high.

{ ]

Realizing Japan—A Journey in the
Land of the Rising Sun

Runino Sun, Jr. 1|
Public Administration Group

While it is true that Japan is an economntic superpower
as well as a leader in science and technology, its natural
beauty is unaffected by ils modernization. It has
managed to retain its natural blessings with countless
environmentally protected areas. The warm hospitalily
and punctuality of its people became an enriching,
fruitful and meaningful experience, as 1 shared and took
part in exchanging our culture and the way of life of a
Philippine family. I had a rare opportunily to visit
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various magnificent structures and facilities matched
with very accommeodating government officials and
staff. Sharing with them my ideas, views and knowledge
in locat policy was indeed a great experience.

Meanwhile, it is the Homestay Programme that
highlighted my stay in Japan. It enabled me to learn
the Japanese of living as it was the most memorable
moment of my life. L was treated like a son by my host
family. As for me, I valued it so much, and it will
temati a treasure for a lifetime,

The journey that | had would not have been realized
without the unselfish and ever willing support of our
patient coordinators who have done an excellent job.
As, 1 owe them a million thanks for they have spent
and devoted their time, effort and resources for the
fulfillment of a long-lasting retationship of peace and
prosperity based upon muiual understanding and true
friendship among the youth of Japan and the
Philippines. 1 can never forget them, for the time we
were together has become a priceless moment deep
inside me. I say to them “Totemo tanoshikatta des.
Iroiro arigato gozaimashita.”

Mabuhai kayong lahet!

= S
An Avenue for Unity

Bernie A. Dolatre
Local Development Group

. 'The Youth Invitation Programme came to vs as two-
edged sword piercing the two important faculties of
our lives - mind and soul (heart). Through it, we were
able to conlirm that in any other country, the concepl
and process of development are the same. It starts
when people unitedly make theic goals and set their
minds to them. Dedication, discipline and hardwork, as
exemplified by the Japanese who are always on the
move, are vital ingredients to realize success. When the
leader and his followers wholeheartedly share
responsibilities, success is indeed on the way.
Furthermore, we learned that differences in culture,
tradifion and language are not stumbling blocks (o
build muiuval understanding and cooperation between
nations and their people, like in the case of the Philippines
and Japan, as well as ourselves and our Japanese
counterparts. Our newfound friends are the precious
jewels we discovered in the Land of the Rising Sun, -
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May Ged bless all mankind with peace, prosperity
and good health.

Hurrah to all of us.
Maraming Salamat Po!
Domwo hroiro Arigato Gozaimashila.

[ I

Friendship in Diversity

Maria Zorayda A. Torres
ASEAN Comp.
Scientific and Technological Developments Group

In o breakfast conversation, a JICE coordinator once
asked, “What have you gained from the programme?”
My initial reaction was to say my first leaming experience
to the very last. However, all my experiences point to
one thing: FRIENDSHIP.

JICA was indeed successful in achieving ils
objective of building friendship between and among
ASEAN parlicipants. Recognizing our cultural
differences, JICA has still fostered a sense of
belonging in that each one is a brother or sister to
another, that the NIHONGO language we used despile
the difficulty was our common language, and this place
where we stayed for 28 days is our second home.

Indeed, the exchanges in Scientilic and Technological
Developments Group were substantial so thal new
concepts, ideas and experiences were gained. They
were enriched by our visits to the university, agency
and companics related to Scientific and Technological
Development. On the other hand, the homestay provided
the socio-cultural aspect of the programme where we
experienced the Japanese way of life, conversing in
NIHONGO everyday, eating Japanese food, sleeping on a
tatami mat, going to the supenmarket with OKASAN, and
practicing the tea ceremony, ete.

By now, everyone is richer in experience-an expenience
of friendship and unity in diversity. It is an experience
that transcends all bounds - faster than any SHIN-
KANSEN, more environment-fricndly and cost-effective
than eco-cars.- That is what you can find in JICA Youth
Invitation Programme. L

Many thanks to our coordinators, to TIA (Toyokawa
Intentational Association) and to our-Japanese coun-
terparts for all the love put inta everything they did. -



Friendly Smile

Pornpana Suwannate
Teacher Group

At the moment | arrived at Narita Airport on a big
bind, a natural smile came upon my face. I was determined
that | would make friends with the people of this
country and would be met with smiles of the Japanese
people.

Then soon, I encountered smiles of love and
friendliness like those for close friends, brothers, and
family members.

I spent 28 days in the cherry blossoms country, and
what I was really looking forward to was the day of
my visil to Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park, which |
had wanted for many years to see wilh my own cyes.

When I was there, 1 first thought that the park was
nothing new bul just another tourist park with trees
surrounding it and inside it were monuments and
destroyed old building rubble. But its significance and
the associated history were different. I even saw for
the first time in the Peace Memorial Muscuim photos
of the victims of the radialion sickness causcd by the
atomic bomb.

Then 1 heard the story of one girl who struggled
very hard 1o live despite her radiation sickness and
wished that world peace would prevail. When |
approached the memorial monument dedicated to this
girl, I was filled wilh sadness. And I found myselfl
standing still and crying without caring about the
people around me who might be seeing. T wanted to
ntake a paper crane with a star in its beak for this girl.

And I said to her departed soul:

I am also the one who sincerely hopes that a
peaceful world will be maintained. [ am going to make
your dream cone true. When I return hoe, 1 will tell
people of the world that Japan, which 1 have just been
to, is a country with great many smiles, and it is
striving for true peace to come. Goodbye to the gid
resting in heaven.
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Thoughts on Japan

Nikhom Phelpha
Agticuliure Group

Japan is a country that has developed advanced
technology and plays a leadership role in the Asian
economy.

Japan must not forget its responsibility in bringing
about Weorld War 1L But it rose again from its once
beaten and destroyed as well as ruined situation, and
has become the most advanced country in Asia. So [
regarded it with wondered.

When 1 was in Japan, there was a gentle breeze
blowing. And while { saw and learned many things, 1
started to think trat it is not such a bad nation.

The Japanese people love nature, and, in fact, the
country is filled with much more beautiful nature than |
had expected. And I really admired how disciplined the
Japanese are, too.

Mikamoson viltage, where my homestay progeamme
took place, is a very small place in a valley between
mountains. But I thought that [ got a glimpse of the
people’s decent daily life there. They disposed their
garbage in accordance with the content of the materials
in obscrvance of regulations, and even smashed cans
before disposing them. I was very ashanied of mysell
when | cagelessly threw away my trash, which my host
family’s daughter picked vp and disposed in a correct
way. -

Japan has limited natural resources, but is blessed
with such wonderfel human resources as patient and
thgughtfu] citizen that support to day’s nalion deve-
lopment. We went to Hirosima. Icould still hear a
resentful ery of camage through remained documents
even though it has been more than 50 years after the
end of World War 1l and since the atomic bomb was
dropped. 1 cannot help but admit that the war was the
fault of human beings. Before visiting Hiroshima, {
thought the atomic bombing had been indispensable in
terminating the war, but I completely changed my
mind after se¢ing the dreadful scenes in the photos and
displays there. If there is no war, there will be no more
development of nuclear weapons.

For the sake of world peace let’s stop developing
nuclear weapons. Let’s stop fighting.

Say “Rest in peace. We will never repeal such a
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mistake.”
This promise should be filled with the feelings of the
Japanese people for their responsibility in the war.

o

The F i'iendship. Tree

Sornram Buddhachart
ASEAN Comp.
Healih and Medical Services (Public Health} Group

Since we learned from JICA that we would have the
chance to visit Japan, it seemed as if we received the
seeds of a tree named Japan-ASEAN Youth Invitation
Programme, which we had never seen and never known
about before. One thing we knew at that time was that
we would have to grow these trees together with
ASEAN and Japanese friends in Japan and take care
of them as well as possible.

We paid antention to these trees with all of our
heari: not only with open minds but also with friendly
spirits, and the most important thing was our sincerity.
Furthermore, when we looked around, we saw many
people from various countries doing the same thing as
us. Qur hearts were suddealy filled with gladness, and
that made our tre¢ grow and stronger and stronger day
by day. -

As a result of growing (his tree, the Japan-ASEAN
Youth Invitation Programme, we gained many
experiences from each tree. First, from the Japanese
tree, we leamed about the self-disciptine of the Japanese
people, together with the very useful concepts of human
development and holistic thinking. The other interesting
thing was that Japan has managed to develop very
advanced technology while conserving ancient culture.
In addition to this, among the ASEAN’s trees from
Indonesia, Malaysia, Laos, Philippincs, Viet Nam
together with Thailand, we also had geeat opportunities
to exchange and learn from others. Consequently, we
found the truth that Friendship is beyond frontiers.

Now, it’s our turn o bring the seeds of this tree,
The Friendship Tree, back lo our respeclive countries,
try 1o grow them and let them grow stronger and
stronger in our hearts and hearts forever...

Friendship, friendship trees, { just want to see you
grow and grow day by day.

Friendship, friendship trees, grow not only for me,
but for everyone.
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Oh... friendship, friendship trees, grow beyond
sight, reach out to the sun, grow for everyone,

e ———

Friends in a Foreign Country

Weerapon Bodeeral
Economic and Financial Managements Group

Good morning. My name is Weerapon Bodeeral. |
am here representing Thailand youih, and to share one
of the most important expericnces in our lives. That is
to say, ['m participating the Youth Invitation
Programme. By joining this progranume, 1 have had an
opportunity to spend a month in Japan and have also
made a lot of friends in this country. There are {wo
friends 1 would really like to introduce to you all.

First is a 70-year old woman named Tanaka
Kiyoke, whom 1 called “Grandma.” We accidentally
met in Yokohama while I was spending my free day
travelling, shopping, drawing and taking pictures from
morming until the evening. While I was taking
pictures, Grandma came to talk to me since the place I
was taking pictures of is also her favorite spot. That
led us into a conversation and to ¢ternal memories 1
will never forget starling from the moment that we
mel. We talked, walked and took pictures-together
happily. Before the day had gone, a souvenir from
Thailand was given to Grandma, while a good-luck
charm from her wallet was given (o me. Alithough we
could not understand each other’s languages, 1 know
in my heart that Grandma was happy having me as a
[riend, and vice versa for me.

Second is a kindergarten school pupil, Shunsuke,
who came to Nagoya Port with his school: He tried to
explain everything to me, and took me to see the tank
and tunnels in the park for he knew that I-am
foreigner. Of course, 1 could not understand a single
word. [ played with Shunsuke and his friends happily.
[ threw them into the sKy put them, a round in a circle
and thea put them on my back: We really enjoyed
playing with cach other. In a word, thank you.
Shunsuke walked toward me and handed a piece of
candy to me. | was very glad, and I had never been so
happy receiving candy from anybody before that in
my life. After that, we went to the cafeteria nearby (o
have some food with the teachers and pupils. And
here, another impression was made when a child with



Down’s syndrome who was standing alone was
suddenly surrounded by friends. That was also a thing
i had never seen before. Everytime [ recall that, it
makes me feel like crying. Friendship has no
differentiations. Before all the children had gone,
Shunsuke came toward me again for a farewell by
saying “sayonara.” And we waved our hands to say
goodbye to each other.

That in a very short peried of time, only 20 to 30
minutes, [ was able to meet Grandma Tanaka Kiyoko
and the little boy Shunsuke has created the best
memory of my life in Japan for nie. And now, I would
like to tell everybody that today Grandma's good-tuck
charm and the paper wrapper for Shunsuke’s candy are
still in my wallet, and they will be there always and

forever.

I " )
My Memories of Japan

Somnuk Sirisuk
Pubiic Administration Group

It was a cold day with finc snow falling. It was first
time for us to experience the cold and snow, which we
had only known from books and TV, but the warm
welcome from many people made us forget all our
worrics and the cold. It was indeed a memorable first
day in Japan for me.

Some lectures started following day. Visits 1o
representative facilities of Japan including the Diet,
Tokyo Metropolitan Government Office, Ageo City
Office, and Kagoshima Prefectural Government
Office salisfied our interests as local government
ad'niinislrétofs {o the Tull. A the same time, it is true
these visits gave me a very precious experience that 1
will not have again in my whole lifetime.
~ 3o many good niemorics flash back to me of the
night we had a talk late at night with many Japancse
friends and very affectionate exchanges with my host
family membérs. Those exchanges led to the establish-
ment of a precious friendship and have become
imprinted as wonderful memories in my mind.

We are bound together despite of the long distance
separating us. I shalt pledge to my new Japanese
family and friends (o keep a long lasting friendship
and unfailing feelings for them. '
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28 Days in Japan

P

Ussanee Kanjanaruji
Local Development Group

I would like to express my opinions about my 28-
day stay in Japan from point of view of a participant in
the Local Development Group of the Youth Invitation
Programme.

Through the Youth Invilation Programme, we
experienced three programmes — namely, raining
and observations organized by the JICE, the In-hovse
Seminar with Japancse participanis organized by the
World Youth Visit Exchange Association (WYVEA),
and observations of local developments in Hyogo
Prefecture. These programmmes all gave us good
opportunitics to learn about developneats in Japan.
We made friends with the people in the said
organizations, coordinators and other concerned
people. And above all, we were able to foster
friendships between Thai and Japanese youths.

The characteristics of the Japancse whom we got to
know in various occasions were very impressive. The
following is a sunmary of our group’s opinions and
impressions of the Japanese.

1. They are punctual. When they carry out
something, they usually follow faithfully matters
agreed on. Moreover, when it comes to their public
behavior, they observe the rules very stricily in a
collective manner.

2. They are loyal 1o worlds of their own and the
groups, which they belong to, and scek seriousness. In
addition, they attach much importance to individual
responsibility.

3. They have a high regard for the honor and
reputation of their own groups and organizations that
they belong to.

4. They set up goals and do their best to do
everything to atlain it.

Lastly, I was able to feel (he tenderheartedness of
the Japanese people and got to know the country’s
cullure. At the same time, together with the youths
who participated in various activitics, we by established
friendship. We carried out things with patience and
calmmess, and, as a result of our efforts, we all were
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able to gain more knowledge and to foster our
friendship.

For the aforementioned things, I would like to
extend my sincere appreciation to the JICA and other
people from the organizations concerned.
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MViet Nam

My Love

Doan Hai Bang
Economy Group
I love the sky
I love the blue sea
And '
Hove the everlasting greencery forests
I love the crystal eyes of children
Siacerity
At dusk
I a quiet park
Looking faraway, there is a lonely old man
What is on his mind?
Tomorrow we will depart
Let's pray the sky always remains bluc
And the cranes fly over the horizon
" Dear waves,
Sing in whispers a sweel love song for us
Dear forests, revitalize
The soil
Dear children, sing joyfully
At the side of the old man lingering in the park
before sunset '
With a heart filled with love
Let’s build a world of allection

i - —
Hiroshima

Nguyen Bich Ly
AgricuTture Group
My parents gave me a book on Japan and the Japanese
for my 10th birthday. They told me that on August
6th, my birthday, the atomic bombing in Hiroshima
took place, and it has become a special day thereafter
in Japan. Ever since thea, many thoughts about Japan
and particutarly Hiroshima had filled my ntind.
Luckily, an opportunity for me to participate in the
Youth Invitation Programme arose. Fhe joy I felt at the
time of going and seeing Japan and the Japanese people
with my own eyes could not possibly be expressed with
words, because | had developed ideas about them, which
gradually came to be fermented over years deep in my



mind. Moreover, what moved me was finding ouf that
the day we visited Hiroshima happened to be exactly
the same day as the atomic bombing there 54 years
ago and coincidentally my 23rd birthday, too. My
fellow participants and coordinators were kind caough
to celebrate for me in the Peace Memorial Park in
front of a monument of a child victim of the atomic
bombing, and that made me feel even more touched
on that special day.

I became speechless, as my heart was filled with
sorrow at the sight of the hanging 1,000 colorful paper
cranes faid at the monument. [ felt as if | could heac
cries for peace and sympathy for Hiroshima from
children from all the five continents of the world. |
was very touched when [ heard that Japanese people
believe that hanging 1,000 paper cranes will bring
immeasurable happiness Lo them. I deeply respect
those who reatized their hopes through constructing
this monument to convey the very deep feelings of the
Japanese people to everyone and as well as to people
of the next generation.

My recenl trip to Japan was very impressive and
interesting. Memorics of those days of my stay in
Japan just before we enter the 21st century, the third
cenlury of human history, will last forever in my
mind. :

Our Impressioﬁs During the Stay
in Japan

Trinh To Oanh

Duong Thi Cam Huong

: ASEAN Comp.

Public Utilities (Traffic and Transport) Group

We are participants of ASEAN Component Public
Utilities (Traffic and Transport) Group attending the
Youth Invitation Programme; organized by JICA in
the year of 1999. Qur group consisted of 24 participants
from ASEAN countries, namely Indonesia, Laos,
Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand, and Viet Nam.

1. General Orientation Programme

We leamed Japanese language and cullure, and the
history of transport developments in Japan. This
programme provided us with a general background
about Japan before we could see and experience things
by ourselves. The programme was very useful for us
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who visited Japan for the first time.

2. Specialized Programme

Through this programime, we had good opportunitics
to visit agencies rclated to our lield. We gained very
good expericnces from Japanese experds. We realized
that Japant has well-developed infrastructures and well-
balanced development in aviation, maritime and land
transport sectors with its own technelegics and eflorts.

Japan has an cfficient system in lamt use for
infrastructure development. Management and operation
in tenms of intrastructure development are very good.

3. Homestay Programme

All of us had the same fecling that the homestay
was one of the most interesting programmes. We
found out that the Japanese are very friendly and
enthusiastic. We could practice Japanese and came to
understand much more about their customs compared
with what we had learned from the oricntation
programme. We all are very happy because now we
have a second family in Japan.

4, Exchanging Views wilh Japanese Youths

Although we had only a very short time with Japanese
youths, we realized that young Japanese are very sclf-
confident and well-educated. 'They have the strong will to
develop their country. Mutual undentanding was created
between us.

5. Japanese Cuiture Programme and Expe-
riencing Japaness Dance -

We all enjoyed this programmme very much. Japan is
changing rapidly, but the Japanese still maintain their
own culture and traditional dances.

6. Observation Tour in Okayama and Hiroshima

In spite of a tight schedule and our feeling a bit tired,
we still loved this programme. We were very lucky to
visit Hiroshima on the 54th anniversary ceremony. We
were very emolional when we visited the Peace
Meinorial Museum. Through this programme, we came
to understand Japanese history deeply.

Conclusion

On behalf of the Public Utilities Group, we would
like to express our special thanks to JICA as well as to
the related agencies that made very many elforis to
organize this programme. The Youth Invitation
Programme is very good and beneficial for all of the
ASEAN padicipants. Through the programne we not
only had very uscful lessons from Japan but also
established very good relationships with other countries
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in the region. We do hope what we have leared and
gained from Japan can be applied to our respective
countries.

My Stay in Japan and Impressions
of Japan

Huynh Thi My Ngan
Educalion Group

| got the impression of Japan as being a developed
and modem country when [ saw skyscrapers, factories
with tall chimneys, and a good many [reeways soon
after 1 arrived there.

People told me that winter is cold in Japan, so that |
was prepared for that, but | felt rather good in the fresh
and clean air.

Also, the flowers and green trees planted in every
place in Japan made me feel peaceful.

During my stay in Japan, I was able to sce many
places, structures ranging from modern buildings o
old cnes, castles that have remained for many years
from an ancient time, shrines and temples. Those
buildings had a traditional Japanese and unique
construction style. Moreover, 1 was altracted to Japan's
natural landscapes such as beautiful and magnificent
moundains and oceans.

I think 1 was able to deepen iy knowledge by
observing many exhibits displayed at the nuseum.
‘The experiences of trying on colorful kimono and the
tea ceremony spirit still remain as unforgettable and
interesting eveants to me.

The Japanese people showed a heartfelt concern for
us Vietnamese people and tried to cooperate
proactively in many ways for the friendship between
Japan and Viet Nam. : '

The days spent together with the Japanese people,
especially those of my homestay as a family member
in a Japancse home, will be never forgotien in my
mind. It was a lucky thing for mic to experience
different family life. I learned patience, hard work,
cleanliness and tidiness, and modesly from the
Japanese.

Memories of my stay in Japan imprinted in the
bottom of my mind will remain forever.

1 hope to have another occasion to visit and see my
close friends, and I strongly hope that the friendship
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between Japan and Viet Nam will last forever.

Thoughts on Japan

e

Vuong Quang Lihn
Civil Servant Group

First of all, I would like to express my deepest
gratitude to the government of Japan, JICA, JICE,
Programme Coordinators, and Coordinators. Thanks
to their painstaking efforts, we were able to develop
our understanding about the Japanese, especially
Japanese youths.

The most impressive thing for me was the Japanese
youths® seif-reliance. They used their brain and hands
to make their life sell-reliant. In addition, they were
young, full of good sprits combined with abundant of
energy and were inquisitive about everything.

That was my impréssions of them. Why do they
wanl to know about everything? The answer is simple.
They wanted to know about Viet Nam and its pcople,
culture and politics. 1 got the impression from their
reply that they are frank and open.

The most memorable thing to me was the homestay.
The objective of the homestay was to get to know the
Japanese and their life by getting us to fit in with their
life and share their feelings. I am now recalling many
memories of my host family. They are my second
family: my second father, mother, brother and sister.
My second mother took very good care of me, just the
way she treats her own 5 and 3 year old children. 1
was treated with love as a special child, who eats a lot.
These are my frank opinions about Japan. I hope that
my friends” memories were good enough to blow off
the cold and language barrier after 1 came to
warmhearted Japan. .

But, there is one thing that concerns e. 1 feel that
our Japanese friends do not know much about Vict
Nam and the Vielnamese. Is it because my country is
poor? Yes, that is true. That is why we Vietnamese
have to make efforts to make the same miracle that
once happened in apan also happén in Viet Nam by
our hard work and, in particular, through learning
from our Japanese friends’ rich experiences.



MBangladesh =

Friend in Need, A Friend Indeed
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B Asia

WBhutan
Japan, the Mirror of My Dream

Baizid Khoorshid Riaz
Health and Medical Services Group

In Japan we found the highest power of a single
word: “Sumimasen” (excuse me). Even if we could
nol pronounce any Japanese word, other than
“Sumimasen,” it would not have been problem for us
1o enjoy our time in Japan. By use of the single word
“Sumimasen,” we could draw the patient attention of
an unknown Japanese person; we could trace our
destination from him or her and, we could share our
troubles with him or her, etc. That was the absolute
evidence of the great courlesy and hospitality of ihe
Japanese mation. The cordial allitude of the Japancse
people enabled us to overcome all the barriers of
communication between our two nations.

I was lucky enough to start my first overseas
journey in my life with Japan. Qur tour was arranged
in such a fashion that all of my sease organs gol
satisfaction from the nature of Japan and from the
culture of the Japanese pation.

But just as “science gives motion, snatches away
emolion,” Japanese people are losing their emotions a
little bit. : .

It is said that, “a person is known by the company
he keeps.” It was a great pleasure for the people of
Bangladesh to enjoy the consistently warm and
friendly company of the people of Japan.

Dechen Tshering
Education Group

My dream became a real situation when 1 visited
my dreamtand, “Nippon.” My eagemess to learn aboul
its rich culture and systematic education system was
the shadow of my dream.

With open hearts we moved into the In-house Seminar
where the exchanging of views, deepening of knowledge
and mutual understanding about culture, socicty and
education of three countries took place. The education
system and daily school activities were also given
importance.

We actively experienced the cducation system,
cultural and moral values of Japan functioning when
we visited various Boards of Education, some scheols,
and a universily and also during the homestay. The
organization and management of education system are
handled with sensitive care. The people of this land
are filled with by real human values that make their
way of living scem more meaningful.

We perceived that emphasizing global peace is noble
but the desituction of human life and nature is evil.
The world leaders should keep “Global Peace™ as their
motio so that the living things in this universe can
cnjoy a nalural and micaningful tife.

The real rich culture and handicrafts of Japan’s
forefathers can be clearly seen and are preserved with
intensive care in Kyoto, which gives glimpses of
traditional life styles in reality.

The trip was so interesting and meaningful that we
got a package of new knowledge and experiences for
us to take back home for our children.

Tashi Delak.
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Mindia -~
The Rising Country

Indu Shankar
Education Group

Japan — the country of the rising sun, with people
full of love and affection; abundani nature blessed
with the sea, mountains and hot springs; and a rich
cultural atmosphere that has been cultivated for a long
time. It is a country which is well kaown both
domestically and internationally for its spas, and as a
technological and tourist country.

The four seasons of the country fascinate people
with its beautiful scenery. In the spring it is full of
plumis blossoms, in summer its beaches are filled with
people enjoying aquatic sports; in winter it is appreciated
for its hot spring, and its avtumn is for viewing works
of art and visiting historical spots.

Traditional events like the tea ceremony and festivals
have been handed down unchanged through the ages,
to transmit the minds of their ancestors.

The sea, mountains and the sky, all surround Japan
and are (he stages for outdoor spotts.

Education is the topmost priority for the people of
Japan. In order to promote the best education, children
are provided with high-tech facilities and an
environment for favorable learning.

Ia Japan, which is also called the country of high
technology, advancement in technology is unmatched.
In every walk of life it surprises the world.

Finally, Japan is the country of machines and
technology, culture and traditions, sincerity ~and
punctuality, love and affection, with the motto: “work
is worship.”

Last but not the least—the youth of both countries
{India and Japan) must raise our relationship, enlture
and traditions to a peak.

Long Live India-Japan Friendship.

38

WAsia
BMaldives L
My View of Japan-South Asia
Youth Friendship '

*

Ismail Ali
Education Group

We appreciated very much the Youth Invitation
Programme organized every year by JICA under the
dircction of the Government of Japan. These
programmes for different professionals from different
countries will help to strengthen the ties between the
governments of their respective countries and Japan.

The participants in this programme come (o Japan
and observe ihe techniques and methods of related
fields. We got the opportunity to kave discussions with
professionals of different levels at related institutions.

“This programme has helped us to exchange the
ideas and experiences with our cowsterparts in the
field of education, who are from the participating
countries, namely Bhutan, the Maldives and Japan.
We have been exposed to betler techniques and have
acquired information regarding the lessons, which
they have tearned in these different countries. This
also has helped us to study the problems and the
difficulties they are facing in this field. Participants
are able to acquire better ideas to overcome these
kinds of problems we may face in the future.

With this programme we have refreshed oursclves
and strengthened our skills. The knowledge and
experience, which we have gained from this programme,
will be shared with our colleagues and put to practice
through activities in our respective countries. We are
sure that this will improve the standard of education in
our countries.

The organizing for the Japan-South Asia Youth
Invitation Programme sponsored by JICA in this year
was signilicant. All the arrangenents and coordination
made us comforiable and made it seem as if we were
at home away from home. We were lucky enough to
cover all the planned activities under the schedule of
this programme with the help of very aclive coordinators.

We want to express our deep appreciation to JICA
and the organizing staff of this programme. We are
looking forward to meeling them again in a similar
programme in the future.



!Nep_al :

New Experiences in Japan

Padam Bahadur Rai
Educalion (School Management) Group

Our group of nine participants from Nepal arrived
in Japan on 22 Sept., 1999 to participate the given
programnie for four weeks, We are the group of school
management. All the amrangenients for conducling the
programme were administered by the Japan Intemational
Cooperation Agency (JICA).

We were totally surprised ourselves secing the views
of Japan because they had nothing do with the develop-
ment here. Everywhere there are good facilities for
electricity, education and transportation, etc. It is sure
that the Japanese people developed their country in a
very short time after the World War Il. I think no one is
more polite, ceoperative and disciplined in the world
than the Japanese people. They are always careful about
time and their owa duties. That means that they weére
never late even by a minute.

When we visited a rural area during our stay, we
were more surprised because these places were like
city cenlers. We never saw any shortage of any
facilities. We saw that each heuse has electricily and
access roads {most Nepalese have to walk to gel to their
tomes) for transportation. Most of the people live ona
plain just under a hill. There are green forests in the
hitlside everywhere which makes the environment
very good. As for agricullure, rice is the main crop,
and apples are mostly planted in the area we visited.

Most of our time was well spent in Komagane-Shi,
which is in Nagano Prefecture. The nature of Komagane
is beautiful. The JC families, the JOCV and the people of
this area heartily guided us; as a result, our stay was very
successful. We would like to thank them.

For our visiling programme, we visited Nozomi
Gakuen. This school is especially for those students
who are frustrated and meatally tired of the school
systemr. Nozomi Gakuen accepts only this type of
student and cares for them seriously until they are ready
fo go back to their original school. Nozomi Gakuen's
way of handling these students was new for us.
Nozomi Gakuen analyzed Japan’s school system
through theses students’ eyes, instead of looking at the

Impressions by the Parlicipants®

students from perspective of the schoo! system. This
made us more surprised.

Although our Homestay Programme was a very
short, we were very happy. We spent our two day
programuite happity having delicious food, visiting many
interesting places and communicating with the familics
without speaking. Tt was very bad moment in my life
when 1 had to leave the host family. Finally, we separated
from each other, while tears dropped from our eyes.

Many people visit Nepal 1o sce the Himalayan
ranges, bul we wanted to see the ocean. We visited the
ocean near Hiroshima, which we enjoyed very much.
We tasted the water in the occan. It was like salt. We
travelted on a boat and saw different kinds of sea
creatures at the aquarium. It was completely wonderful
expericnce for all of vs. '

Finally, we’d like to express many thanks to the
people we et and thanks for this progranune.
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BAsia
MPakistan -

Nihon Nama*

Qumar Sarwar Abbasi
Civil Servant (Developing Sector) Group
They knew not what they were going to see
All they cared was, in Japan to be

There were twenty of them
All young and strong
Streets of Tokyo

They thought they’d throng

Eiko-san came to fetch them al

She said we'd sing and play volleyball
And see all of Nippon

Big and small

The flight was long, tiring and tough
The food they served tasted so rough

The sight of Osaka changed it all

The JICA centre rose (o the call

Rooms so cozy, they forgot all about the chill
Food so delicious, they ate to their fill

Nihongo lessons were part of the fun

No one was allowed to escape and run
Lectures were insightful, to say the least
Though some did sleep, other weren’t mum

Osaka they left, the “Bullet way™
Tokyo was busy and so were they
They liked it there

But were told to pack away

QOrientation was way too much

One has to sometimes speak the “saach™ *
The visits were interesting, the people so fine
The things so “kirei,” hard not to (ouch

Sajima Marina they’ll never forget
They mixed up quickly, no time to fret
Discussions were intense, they party fab
Never a thing came so close to perfect
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Takamatsu was the destination next
They thought here they'd get some rest
But only a day, and they were tired again
Qut of the hotel, their patience at test

Homestay was to start that night

They wanted to put their best face upright
Host families were already there
Queuing for the toilet, us having a fight

The homes they found “sugei” and green

The hosts were caring, friendly and clean

Was a great time there, though short it was

With the “kawaii” memories, their minds did beam

Kijima san had the toughest job

“Piki” * — of the “Hitsuji” * — mob

The mavericks she hated and rightfully so
But never said a word nor did she sob

Hiroshima was quick but cool

The message was simple, don’t be a fool
Racing cars or the horrors of war

Life is beautiful, if peace be the rule

Back to Osaka, relieved one tad
Remembering the good, forgelling the bad
Packing their “omiyage” ready to leave
Behind their smiles, their hearts were sad

* Nama is an Urdu word meaning * letler.”

* Saach in Urdu means “truth,” and is pronounced
in the same way as “‘such.”

* A Nihongo for “counter.”

* Hilsuji in Nihongo means * Sheep.”



Asi
WSri Lanka

The Rising Sun

Impressions by the Participants@®

W Asia

P. D. Priyanthi Samanmal
Education Group

Visiting Japan was a dream which I cherished for a
long time —ever since | heard of its beauty, technology,
old traditional culure and hospitality. * The Youth
Invitation Programme,” which is implemented by JICA,
paved the path for me to make my dream come true. OF
the whole programme, the homestay was the most
interesting and exciting activity [ experienced.

The idea of the barrier of communication and the
difference in the life style made me shed tears when
my host family came to welcome me, The same barrier
became the bridge to undeirstand the deep feelings,
emotions, and close relationships which cannot be
expressed by niillions of words. The participation in
Origami and traditional Koto music proved to me that
there’s no difference belween nations and races.
There’s no difference in warm red btood. We all belong
to one nation: ene mankind. Nobody is entitled to harm
another; we should only love.

In a cold evening 1 heard the tolling of the death
bell of Hiroshima. I wish that sorrowful sound would
awaken all the war ringing nations, so that the world
will be a wonderful place to live in.

The Youth Invitation Programme proved that Japan
is the country of the rising sun. May Japan be the
rising sun for the whole werld and the whote universe,
to bring peace and harmony.

Qyuntchimeg Duvdei
Government Official Group

It has been 26 days since we came te Japan under
the JICA's Youth Invitation Programme. Though our
stay was short, my understandiog of Japan has become
deeper and deeper, and 1 have started to respect the
people of Japan.

We followed the well-organized programme and
visited various organizations related to our specialized
ficld and met people of the same specialty. We also
had chances to visit many historical and cultural
places.

The most impressive par of the programme was the
$-day stay in Nihonmatsu City, Fukushima Prefecture.
We had very meaningful experiences, which will
benefit our fulure profession, such as a courtesy call
on the City Mayor of Nihonmatsu, attending a lecture
on city administration and visit to Fukushima
Prefecture Training Centes,

We also learned Japanese customs through the
Homestay Programme of 2 nights and 3 days. During
the homestay, I was able to cefebrate the Mongolian
lunar new year with my host family. When I was
cating Buuz, the new year's dish of Mongolia, [ felt as
if 1 were at home and could not stop shedding tears.

The people of Nihonmatsu touched me, as they
treasure their local history, culture and traditions a
great deal. When we visited a primary school, the
children gave a concert for us and in classrooms they
greeted us and sang in the Mongolian language. The
children were all clever and lively just like Mongolian
children. In fact, Japanese and Mongolian children
look alike. The children of the school deeply moved
our hearls. .

Qur stay in Japan was short, but the people who
shared their time with us will remain in our memeories
forever.
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B Asia
-Tajlklstan

Friendship Towards the 21st Ccntm y

Rukhshona Tokhirovna Olimova
Central Asian Comp.
Economy Group

We had the opportunity for onec month to see and be
impressed by the ¢conomic and technological
development of Japan, the land of rising sun. Through
our visits to companies, receiving lectures rich in
content, observing various museums and cultural
facilities, we reatized that there is considerable ground
for Japan to have taken leadership of the world is
politics and economy. Japan seemed to us a nation that
blended high technotogy and the traditions of centuries.

Historically speaking, Japan abandoned the
mentalily behind its Isolation Policy in a short period
of time and then achieved the stalus of a world power.
Its technological development is almost perfect, yet
the modern society and traditional cullurc are well
harmonized.

We had chances to get to know the life of the
ordinary people as well as about the economical
capacity of Japan. The honiestay experience made us
understand characteristics of Japanese people. They are

nol only hardworking but also friendly and hospitable. -

We visited several prefectures and are amazed by
the fact that economic development had been achieved
not oaly in the central region bul all over the country,
(0o, ' '

Our training programine was complete and fruitful.
We are very grateful to have been given the
opportunitics to have exchanges with Japanese youths
and foster friendship with them. We now have windows
to Japan. I believe this friendship will expand in the
21st century and both the inteltigence and the warm-
heartedness of the Japanese people as well as our
impression of Japan will remain deep in our hearts. {
dearly hope our fruitful cooperation will continue
from now on.

I would like to extend our hearly gratitude to the
government of Japan, JICA and organizers of the
programme.

Thank you very much indeed.
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RPacific

MPapua New Guinea

With Love from PNG
Patrick Giru
Teacher Group

Japanese society has always been intriguing to us.
All we knew aboul the people was from the World
War I, books, TV, and videos.

Stories from people who visited Japan was another
source from which we learned about the Land of the
Rising Sun. But that again is only as limited as our
curiosity goes. And when we visited Japan on the 19th
of May 1999, we were so overwhelmed with all that
We Saw,

While Japan is hailed as the second leading
ecoromy in the world, we feel that its rise to its present
stalus was only made possible because of the Japanese
people. The Japanese are a unique race. Bul their way
of attaining objectives is still shrouded in a cloud of
mystery. We know we will never make it to where
Japan-is today. However, ftom the opportunity JICA
gave us through this Youth Invitation Programme, we
have really learmed a lot. The various programmes we
undertook gave us various perspectwes and glimpses
of the Japanese society. :

The Homestay Programme in our schedule we felt
was the culmination of our entire stay. There, we felt
that we had really come face to face with the Japanese
people. But we know that that is not enough. We
know that therc is a lot ta leam from you.

And for all the different organizations namely,
MCA, JICE, JEC (Junior Executive Council of Japan),
KIA (Komatsu Intemational Association), we owe you
a deep sense of gratifude. We will try our utmost to
implement all that we have learnt here in Japan and
wish that the relationship between Japan and PNG will
prosper.



——
Beautiful Japan

lvali Kwalu
Civil Servant Group

[ lived in a place that is called Japan
She is made for busy and free

This truth in their books is all wrillen
How beautiful Japan she is

How beautiful Japan she is

She is made to be busy and free
They speak in one language
Language in common

How beautiful Japan she is

Her people are loving and kind

They show it welcome greetings

They mind their own business for life
How beautiful Japan she is

How beautiful Japan is
With beautiful flowers all around
With pride and culture

- How beautiful Japan she is

mpressions by the Patticipants @

liPacific
WFii

The Building of a Friendship Bridge

Yolinda Chan
Civil Servant Group

Japan, a country blessed with bountiful natural
landscapes and well known for its hard-working and
dedicated Fabourforce, is a land of great fascination lo
me. Noting ils remarkable achievement of economic
prospeiity and technological advancement in the past
filty years, | was determined to find out, during my
short stay in Japan under the Youth Invitation
Programme, the real attributes behind this success story.

Alter my month-long participation in this Progranime
in which 1 awtended lectures, Specialized Programmes
and Observation Tours, niy deepest impression of Japan
is the dedicated commitment of its people to nation-
building and the collective economic and social prosperity.

The story of the city of Kobe, which suffered a
major earthquake in Januvary, 1995, is an excellent
example of what wonders collective efforls can
produce. The rapid aftermath reconstruction of the city
of Kobe, a process that only took two years to complete,
clearly denotes the efficiency of the Japanese system
whose success depends on a culture of diligence and
teamwork. Though the reasons behind the work-
alcoholic nature of the Japanese are many, I firmly
believe that the Japanese people in general have an
inherent desire to excel. Coming from the Pacific where
life is more relaxing and things move at a much slower
pace, I thought the Japanese attitudes and commitment
towards work are important lessons that devetoping
countries like Fiji could leam to build a stronger mation
with greater social and economic prosperity for its
people.

And despite the expressionless and tired-looking
faces that T usually saw on Japanese trains, it was a
pleasant surprise to learn that Japanese people are very
considerate, courteous, helpful and hospitable. I was
so touched to find out that a casual remark like “Japan
samui desu ne,” a phrase murmured in eagerness to
my host mother as I practiced my limited and newly
acquired Japanese vocabulary, actually resulted in her
placing four warm blankets, an electric blanket and a
heater in my bedroom for the night. 1 was equally
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surprised to discover that cven strangers on the sireet
were so eager to offer assistance in such a courteous way
whenever { approached them seeking help concerning
dircctions,

As the Programme draws to an end, I wish to take
this opportunity, on behalf of the 1999 Fiji Civil Servant
Group, 10 express our most sincere gratitude to the
Govemment of Japan, and in particular to the organizers,
JICA, JICE and Kobe International Center for
Cooperation and Communication, for giving us this
valuable opportunily to visit your beautiful country to
deepen our understanding and knowledge of your
society and its people. The happy memorics we will
take home and the many new friends we have made
during our short stay here have constructed a new
friendship bridge — one that is longer than the
Akashi-Kaikyo Bridge. This new bridge extends from
Japan, the land of the Rising Sun, to the shores of Fiji,
where the first light of the new Millennium will dawn,
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BWracific

WPalau
Japan: Thought Pacific Eyes

Bernadeit Besebes
Pacific Comp.
Civil Servant Group

Through the JICA Youth Invitational Programme,
22 civil servants representing 11 Pacific countries were
able to experience Japan's many faces. The purpose of
this programme is to provide the future leadess of
developing Pacific countries with a visit to Japan to
experience the similarities of closely related situations
concerning their particular professions.

The programme, which began on November 24,
was 28 days long. From the beginning we had Japanese
lessons in preparation for our homestay. We also had
lectures regarding the goverament structure of Japan.
From these initial lessons and lectures, the major
impression I gol was the polite and non-confrontational
traditions of the Japanese.

We also had the chance to visit the National Diet
Building, the Tokyo Metropolitan Government and
the Metropolitan Police. From these visils, I basically
tearni that even with all the refornins going on in Japan,
much information, which in my country would be
considered public information, is still very much in the
hands of only a few key people.

During the In-house Seminar with the Japanese
counterparis, we had group discussions on the major
issues we face today. Within my group, we chose to
discuss drugs and the environment. Again, [ was
amazed and frustrated by the polite and non-
confrontational traditions of our Japanese group
members. We were the exact opposites in our expression
of views. We Pacific Islanders were most frustrated by
what seemed to be a refusal by the Japanese to share
views. Instead, in their polite way, they did not want te
dispute and cause confrontation within our group.

The last part of our programme was concentrated on
a cultural exchange. We got to experience a homeslay,
which gave us a chance to practice what we have learnt
50 far and also to learn more about the typical daily
lifc of a Japanese family. We also had the chance to
visit Hiroshima and Kyoto. In Hiroshima, we had a
very emotional and eye opening cxpericnce al the



Peace Memorial Museum. In Kyoto, we visited several
Shinto shrines and took part in various religious rites.
We also had the pleasure of watching a Kimono fashion
show and trying on kimonos ourselves.

Throughout the whole programme, we each had
common as well as different learning expericnces.
This was due mostly to the fact that we all represent
different culteral backgrounds. However, this fact did
not hinder our shared leaning. In fact, all the experiences
we had were perceived dilferently: possibly in 11
different ways. This only served to broaden our leaning.
Japan was seen through many different Pacific cyes,
and for that, our lives are richer from our experiences.

Kom kmal mesuvlan el rokui.

Impressions by the Participanis®

MWracific
MSolomon Islands

A Symbol of Peace Hiroshima

Nester Kadi
Pacific Comp.
Teacher Group

Hiroshima: tears of agony, pain. Love and peace
rolled down from the eyes of millions who entered the
Peace Memorial Muscum.

Hiroshima, you are the foundation of peace for
millions. Hiroshima, you bear the fragedy of war and
the inconceivable horror of nuclear weapons ceeated in
the hearts of men.

Hiroshima, memories of pain and agony still linger
on in the hearts of millions who glimpsed at you.

Hiroshina, you bear the memorics of the violent
military expansion and as the first target of atomic
warfare in the history of mankind

Hiroshima, where the living witness to the atomic
bomb lie.

Hiroshima, you are a symbol of peace and hanmony
to the entire human race,

Pcace loving people, can we allow such weapons o
exist?

Peace loving pcople, is it not our duty to see that
Hiroshima and Nagasaki are never repeated?

Peace loving people, Wwo tragic world wars in this
century.

Peace loving people, we slill face the prospect of
World War JIL

Peace loving people, somewhere, someday we will
have another Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

Peace loving people, what can we do?

All wars begin in the hearts of human beings.

All wars end in the hearts of human beings.

World Peace must begin in Hiroshima.

\What is the nexi step?

Education for peace.

Education for a changing world.

Japan and the Pacific region.

What is our stand for peace?

Let us join hands together and stand for peace.

L.et us arise from the existence of selfish, separate
iations.

Let us help others to become aware of the error of

45



Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

Let us create a united society of humankind and
become members of the entire family of the human race.

Let us educate the young gencration in the spirit of
love, peace and unity, despite the cultural, social,
economic, religious and political differences that exist.
In the name of peace and love, we are united nations,

All people of Japan and the Pacific and the entire
world.

Please! Accept the spirnit of Hiroshima as expressed
by the immottal words written on the coffin.

That kes in the Hiroshima Cenotaph for the Atomic
Bomb victims which says;

“Let all the souls here rest in peace.

For we shall not repeat the evil.”
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M Africa
MBurkina Faso

The Way to Japan

Jeremie Cesaire Sawadogo
French-speaking Countries:
Health and Medical Services Group

A newly born sun rises in the Far East
She wraps your mothertand up gently with bright
rays :

And will call you

Aftican youths coming from a great distance

You will grow in her warmth

You will learn her knowledge

Stand up and take a first step

She will be pleased and open the door for you

Whispering to you, you can do it

She will light up the new way for you

In this unstable world

She will support you

You will go to the land on her wings

There are people there who ace called the greatesi
people

Bear in mind

To call the sun Japan



MlAfrica
M Céte d'lvoire.

My Homestay in Aomori

Constance Mariam Komara-Diabale
French-speaking Countries:
Female Teacher Group

I trembled when § heard that there was a Homestay
Programmme in the Youth Invitation Programme, because
I imagined myself being left alone not knowing any
Japanese words and what to do at a Japanese family’s
home where 1 expected no one to speak cither French
or English.

Although I attended Japanese language and cwture
classes after arriving in Japan, | could not stop wonrying.
It was at 6 p.m. on November 26, after we amrived at
Aomon that | was introduced to my host family members.

However, my homestay ended with much joy. We
all felt at home with each other. In the end, I felt
ashamed of myself for having been very worried before.
We became such good friends that [ was in tears when
[ left their home,

I think it is worthwhile for everybody to experience
such a wondeiful time. It is, of course, important to
learn about other cultures through books, but | found it
in a sense very important to expeitence other cultures
as a part of daily life. What 1 experienced was indced
to put this into actual practice.

[ would like to extend my heartfell appreciation lo
Japan, Aomori Overseas Cooperative Association, and
JHCA, as well as to everybody in my host family.

o I |

A Journey to the Countr_‘,; of the
Rising Sun

Klintio Marguerite Kone Epse Yoli-Bi
French-speaking Countries:
Nalural Science and Math Teachers Group

We dreamed about taking a look at this faraway
couniry, created by Amaterasu Ohmikami, the Sun
Goddess.

We dreamied of laking a glance at Shogun, Samurai
and this country.

We dreamed of taking a glance at this country with
such advanced technology revealed in its cars of Mazda

Impressions by the Participants@

and Foyota and electric equipment of Sony, ¢ic.

And actually Japan is a couniry of the modern and
traditional ¢xisting side by side and in harmony in
various fields.

Temples and casiles have stood over centuries and
centuries,

Elegant ladies in kimono

The 4000 meter-long Akashi Ohashi Bridge stretches
over to the Awaji Island,

Skyscrapers

Underneath stand proud historical buildings shining
brilliantly.

Al these dazzled my eyes.

T understood the pains of the Japanese people when
I visited the Peace Memorial Museum in Hiroshima.

1 understood Japan, its culture, its people and their
zeal for work when I saw the society blended with
contemporary and tradition.

1 thank JICA for making our dreams come lrue.
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MiAfrica
MEritea
IWANU GA HANA

Haile Bizen Abraha

English-speaking Counlries:

Natural Science Teacher Group

As the wheels of the aircraft touched ground, we

heard, “ the time now in Japan is approximately 3:20.”

At once, we all adjusted our watches to fit info the ever

running clock - days of Japan; it was the beginning of
our Japan Experience.

IWANU GA HANAI
The Butterflies
With vibrant national colours
beamed with dignity and pride,
flew one after another and tanded at Nippon

The Butterflies

Moved from place to place

to lick the nectars of Osaka, Tokyo, Sajima Marina,
Hiroshima, Kyolo, and

the land of Boken (adventure) — Hokkaido

where fields, mountains and rivers

hide their existence,

and people live beiween two “skys”

There, the Butterflics

almost met with the Angels,

the spiritual families,

HANA MO MI MO ARU {bearing both flowers
and fruijt)

The Butterftics

Of seventeen colours

revealed their oneness

by tuning their heart-beats:
they sang and sang...

NKOSI SIKELEL’ 1 AFRICA.

The Butterflies

Honour the couriesy of NIHON

the people, cullure, the language

even the weather —SAMUIDESUNE?! (It’s cold,
isn’tit?)
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We are now—

Tea ceremonied

Ikebana flower arranged

Origami folded

Catligraphicd — Japanese Africans

The Butterflies

Like the saying

“to know the taste of an ccean, a drop is enough.”
IWANU GA HANA!

is the term for their stay in Japan.



B Africa -
MSeychelles .~

Japan in a Month

Impressions by the Participants @

MAfvica
Mzambia -

Erom Africa to Japan with Love!

Jude Gedeon
English-speaking Countries:
Health and Medical Services Group

Worldwide most people would know Japan from its
vehicle and electrical appliance brands. I feel
privifeged to know much more now. One month here
in Japan has been a memorable experience spent with
a people and nation rich in culture and unique in
lifestyle.

The visits to the various institutions were indeed
appropriate to our field of work. Unfortunately, time
did not always allow for more in-depth and elaborate
exchanges. Japan’s success in implementing ils
primary health care and public health programs, which
are fundamentally different from ours, is impressive.

‘Expcriencing Japan’s culture and way of life

through the various exchanges and visits were (o say
the least, enriching and very informative. One cannot
help but admire the Japanese conunilment to duty and
hard work. Amidst that exist a gentleness that is not
béen seen anywhere elsc.
* Qur fear of the unknown and anxiety prior to the
homestay. proved unfounded, We-all énjoyed that
expérience and the exchanges so much that it became
the high point of our stay in Shizuoka and Japan as a
whole. - .

Given the liberty of the pen, I could write a book
about my stay in Japan. How can one forget the
unsurpassed atteation 1o quality and details, the
flamboyant kintono, the exciting cuisine, the swift
Shinkansen, the trip to Hiroshima; the muscums that
make you go- “Wow!,” the dazzling technology and
infrastructures... The list is endless.

-* Such memories have been engraved within-me. I
reiurn home to share them with my family, friends and
colleagugs. . - _ R RO

Faréwell Japan... But not forever... *

Chiole Sakata Msori
English-speaking Countries:
Female Teacher Group

On Febreary 2, I anived from Zambia for the Youth
Invilation Programme. Though cold and tired, 1 was
excited.

Tokyo was exciting. Never had 1 dreamt of visiting
it. Yet there 1 was, walking down its bosy streets and
staying in a hotel in the famous Ginza arca!

The cducational tours were excellent. Miwada
Female School impressed me the most. Lverything
there seemed perfect, At Ogawa High School I had
fun, especiatly in cooking with the pupils, listening to
their brass band and watching the martial arts display.
Kyoto Commercial School interested me with its use
of the abacus, computers and the way the students got
business experience by buying items for a depadiment
store. Kami-Mutobe Primary School was lovely; there
[ was met by three snownien, soniething I was seeing
for the first time and which were made for us two days
before.

Then 1 later saw pupils help serve funch while
dressed in while, looking like actors ready to play
doctors in the theatre! Minami-Yamashiro School for
the handicapped warmed my heart with the pupils’
great efforts to put on a good performance.

Last but not least, Seika-Minami Junior High
School made an impression on me with its unique
efforts in gardening.

Atami was a treasure, All the recreation, the public
baths, saunas and the company of our Japanese
counterpart were enjoyable.

Kyoto was great, especially the homestay in
Fukuchiyama. AL first I was apprehensive, but after
meeling the Miyauchi family, my hosis, I relaxed. |
loved wearing a kimono and going to a tea ceremony.
As T go back to Africa, 1 am leaving my love in
exchange for the many good memories and
experiences.
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*:";—fi Latm Amerlca

BLatin America
ICosta tha '

Lovc, Peacc and Frlelltlshll)

Planes, Buscs, JR and thc Shmkan-sen

Basilia Augusta Saez Sclabos
Lalin American Comp,
Teacher Group

Thank you for everything you have shown us and
taught us, too. We have learat a ot about your people,
culture and your country.

The Japanese people are strong, kind, and they
don’t give up easily. You have suffered too much
from wars and bombs, but you have risen again like a
phoenix from the ashes and that is an example that we
ought to follow.

You opened your arms and hearts to receive us;
we’ll never forget that.

The programme was excellent, and we have
reeeived so much knowledge. You can be sure that we
are going to use it.

- I hope sonmeday our country will receive you in the
same way. '

I promise you that I'm going to work harder to
develop my country with love and peace as a teacher.
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Ailyn Raifer B.
Latin American Comp.
" Social Welfare Group

Here we are: twenty-cight young professionals
involved with social welfare in twenty differcnt Latin
Auwerican and Caribbean countries, who were invited
by the Japanese government to discover this
millennium. country, its cullure, its people and its
social welfare system. It has been a very intensive
month, to say the least, and we have just begun to
understand what we have scen, leamed, savored and
experienced. Here, 1 offer you jusl a small sample of
our advenltures, : :

Planes. Upon arriving in Japan, we first altempted
to master some of the basics of the Japanese language
in the classrcom. In the stréets we leamned-about the
generalities of the real Japan; and, most importantly,
we mastered the art of eating with “hashi” (chopsticks).

Shinkan-sen. We soon deparied our for first Japanese
homestay and travelled at high speed on the bullet
train and were introduced to the speed of Tokyo. We
had the opportunity lo place ourselves more in-depth
in the social welfaie and pension systems of Japan,
and we appreciated the very colorful sights of the
Japanese streets. In the midst of the rush-of the city,
we escaped for the weekend to Kanagawa for our “In-
house Seminar,” were we exchanged our ihoughts and
cultures with a group of young Japanese. :

-In Kumamoto, we enjoyed a week of true cultural
learning, and were honored to visit the Governor and
were welcomed into the homes of some wonderful
Japanese fasnilies. : : '

Buses. We stayed in the bus when we wsncd the

‘Aso Volcano on a stormy winter day. And we could

practically claim a prize for packing and unpacking
our smatl hand-bags with unprecedented ability. At
the cnd, Hiroshima made ws-question the human
capacity for destruction.

JR. We had many episodes involving the metro and
train syslems, and our various jokes helped us pass the
time as we got lost and tried very hard to get out of the
train stations.



Back in OSIC, I found myself contemplating my
deep respect for the Japanese people for the way they
have developed their ideals, their intense desire to
share their culture and the manner in which they
nxintain tradition without being bound by it. Qur deep
gratitude must be expressed to JICA for an experience
of a lifetime, and especially to our three dear friends:
Saeko Takahama, Hiromi Ujimoto and Kazumi
Takesako, who guided, counseled, pampered and
confronted us. We leamed, we laughed, we cried, and
we can all now say with joy.

NIHON BANZAI Iro, iro, arigato gozaimasu!

(Vive Japan. Thank you for everything.)

impressions by the Participants®

MSaudi Avabia
Msaudi Arabla
A Brilliant Planet
Saud Rashed Al-Abdullatif

Education Group

No wonder that a star is jealous of a brilliant planet,
and the moon’s light cools off when the golden gleams
of the sun risc. In a day, those golden gleams notify
the departure time and the tree’s branches lean by the
effect of the breeze.

This is what I felt after that shuttle trip under the
protection of JICA, the contractor of the Japan-Saudi
Armbia Youth Invitation Programme. How interesting
the days were that I spent in Japan. I can not forget
that assorted programmes, the comfortable accomno-
dations and transporiation, traversing between benefits
and enjoyment. The meaningful discussions and other
merits can nol be overlooked, either.

Any rational person wishes to be given an opportunity
to pluck a flower out of each garden and give it a
dewdrop lo quench any thirst at the same time. My
groupmates and 1 penetrated some ripe gardens in
Japan, then plucked flowers, which were pleasing, to
us. We also have promoted the useful aspects, that are
common to Japan and Saudi Arabia. Both nations are
seeking peace to be achieved all over the world.

We aieed to develop the relationship between our
two nations further. Taking the special traditions of
my country has into consideration important to make
the programmes more successful.

Through our relationship of friendship and
cooperation, we can create an immertal glory and
achieve an high-minded purpose for all of the universe.
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Thanks to the Power of a Southern
Nation!

Mayumi Takahashi

Teacher

We were a group of young Malaysians we were
meeting for the f{irst time and the Japanese who had
met cach other just once before, All of a sudden, all of
us went together to Chiba Prefectore by bus for-a short
trip. I was very nervous and tense, but the Malaysians
were [illed with excitement from the very beginning.
We Japanesc soon got affected by their cheerfulness
and the bus tour turned out to be fun, even though 1
struggled to communicate with my poor English.

What inipressed me most while [ was spending time
with them was their energy; where does this come
from? They remained consistently at high gear from
the very beginning until the end of the trip, and I was
impressed how thoughtfully they communicated with
others and considerate they were in trymg nol to make
others feel bad. :

Thanks to those Malaysmns I think 1 was made
aware of something important that [ had almost
forgotten amidst our busy daily lives.

I B : T . - . N . -.-‘_M‘-J‘ 7.;_\ .71
What I Leamed from the In- house
Seminar

' ', 'Nao‘klé Ogawa
_ o _ ' Sfudenl
The besi lhmg that happened durmg 1. my parti-

cipation in the 2-day-3-night In-house Seminar with
the members of the Agricultural Group from Indonesia

was that I made many [ricnds there.

My encounter with the Indonesian youths gave me a
confidence that 1 am capable of having international
exchanges and perhaps I can even do something for
international cooperation.

Before that, 1 used English only when [ was askcd
for directions on the street. But, | managed to speak
English naturally when 1 met with the Indonesian
youths who talked frankly to me, which I think led o
developing my confidence. And, I strongly wanted to
be come a better at speaking English.

~The Japanese participants taught me about different
ways of living. I was able to meet with participants of
various in ages and occupations at the In-house
Seminar and talk about many things with them from
morning until late at night. It was an enjoyable and
worthwhile time. 1 was very glad 10 be able to
participate in the In-house Seminar.

I_—.—_—'__—_'_""" Tt TTTTT T T T }

An Encounter with People from the
Philippines

lzumi Hayashi
Company Employee

I partlmpalcd in the In-house Seminar with both
interest and worry about communication, but the
yourig people from the Philippines were friendly, at
ease, and welcomed us cheerfully. Yes, we were
supposed (o welcome them, but it turned out be the
other way around.

“Their cheerfulness, powerfulness, ideas and abilily
to carry out things were all wonderful. They devised
various things. They loved dancing, and danced hard
at the welcome parly to the thythm of the keyboards
without any background music. Also, at the presen-
tation session, which was held after discussions, they
expressed what had happened in the discussions in an
interesting and fun way through pictures and a mini
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drama.

FThey were hardworking young people full of
curiosity. Even in very short conversations they would
ask us how Lo say somcthing in Japanese, and would
soon memorize the words and use them. By contrast,
we soon forgot their Tagalog words no matter how
niany limes we heard them.

We hecame close to ¢ach other during the brief
three-day In-house Seminar and were able to share
culture, customs and ideas with each other. | was
made aware that I did not know anything about our
neighbor countries even though we were all fellow
Asians, and at the same time il gave me-a good
opportunity to think about Japan again. [ hope that this
In-house Seminar experience will serve as a beginning
for me to continue exchanges with fellow Asian
countries.

— e — B

To Our Tender-hearted Kriends, fo
Our Beautiful Friends '

Ken Mizutani
Company Employee

Almost two weeks have already passed since the
young people from Viet Nam went back to their home
country after completing their training in Japan. The
other day at a Vietnamese 1 met again restaurant with
some of other Japanese participants of the In-louse
Seminar for the Vietnamese and Japanese. The
experiences of (he In-house Seminar, a mere three
days long, were then about to change our futures.

At first, everyone had doubts that such a thing could
happen. But, as time weat by, we all became ceriain
that a feeling for Viet Nam, a country we all had never
been lo, and a sense of solidarity among those
parlicipants were gelling stronger and stronger cach
day. One Japanese participant was still keeping in
touch with some of the Vietnamese participants, while
others were planing to touch ground in Viet Nam,
where our dear fricnds live, this year.

We sang “we are the world” together at the end of
the farewell party for the Vietnamese youths. The
scene, where we were singing this song with arms
around each other's shoulders, ftashed back to me as if
it had happened just yesterday. But the days we spent
together will never be merely a good memory 1o me;
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our friendly exchanges just began and will continue
forever hereafler.

Mutual Understanding and Interna-
tional Cooperation

Tomomi Kilajima
Company Employee

I work as a devetopment consultant in the waste
disposal ficld.

I wanted to take a look at environmental issues from
a perspective different from my daily work through
exchanges with.youths involved in urban €nviron:
mental protection in their own respective ASEAN-
member countries. That is what motivated me to take
partin the In-house Seminar.

For the first day of the In-house Seminar, we
organized recreational activities, including a tug of
war, jumping a large rope, and Japanese Bon-dancing,
ali of which the ASEAN participants enjoyed very
much. OF course, we Japanese participants, too, had
great fun, as we felt as if we had become children
again. I even wondered if it were really all right to
forget about our primary objective and have such a
good time: R

However, I strongly believe that our discussions the
next day would not have gone so well if we hadn’t had
the first day’s recreational activities: While main-
taining a frank atmosphere; we carried out active
opinion exchanges until we reached satisfaction on the
complicated and very seriois issue of “envifonmental
preservation.”: ' ) : ‘

I think that it was possible for a group formed of
Japanese and people from-six’ ASEAN nations, all
with different backgrounds, because we had all
managed to communicate with our hearts and attain a
mutual sympathy going beyond all cultural and
linguistic differences at the friendship parly held on
the: first day. ‘I.°Was ‘personally: made to feel :(he
importance of international cooperation-based on
muival understanding. co
1 ééhicvéd alevel of mutual understanding with
both the ASEAN youths and Japanese youths [ met at
the In-house Seminar that hardly seemed to possible
from a mere three'days! 1 belicve that ur contacts will
conlinuc for a long tin¢ hereafter.”. . 7 = . '
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Japan is Also Still at a Dcvelopmg Stage

Tetsuji Omura
Government Employce

The thiee days | had been both very worried about
and looking forward (o began.

At the friendship party on the first day, I was
successful in making the participants from various
countries laugh when T intreduced myself, thanks to
Amelia who was silting next to me and taught me a
humorous phrase. I appreciated her for showing so
much ¢onsideration to someone she just met for the
first time.

At the discussions the next day, I sometimes sensed
the belief from the participants of the ASEAN-
member countries that “development of one’s country
solely depends on oneself.” Many Japancse of the
same genecration would probably not think that way.
The discussions made me consider the roles we should
play in our own country.

- I'Teamed various things from the In-house Seminar.
I decided to study languages more because 1 wanted to
meet with these youths again. And the desire to visit
their respective countries came to bloom in my mind.

E— : . : )
We Shall Overcome

Koji Nabae
Doctor

*“We shall overcome” was the song they often sang.
‘The Bangladesh Health and Medical Services Group
this-time was an elite group in which of 13 out of the
20 members were doctors working at national hospitals.
However, their perspective was mostly based on their
two years of grass-root experiences working in reniole
areas, so they understood people’s suffering well .

A mixture of poverly and natural disasler has
produced sad figures in the country’s health and
medical statistics. They made a strong appeal that their
people can hardly think about their heath in a situation
where there is no food for tomormrow.

However, they were not powerless pessimists. When
more than two thirds of their land was covered with
waler from the great flood of 1998, they ran fervently

from east to west and back to distribute ORSs (oral .

lmpressions by Japanese Counterparts@

solutions). Thanks to their work, there were almost no
deaths from diarchea. Moreover, the birth rate has
been decreased to one third in the last 20 years
because of family and birth control planning in the
nation.

They should be proud of the wonderful work they
have achieved so far, despite the great difficultics they
had to overcome. I believe they will continue their
work philosophically from now on, too.

This song suits them well.

f I Bl

Although We Live in lefewnt
Environments

Kazumi Ura
Teacher

We were a group consisting of Bhutanese, who
were secing the ocean for the first time; people from
the Maldives who live by the beautiful sea; and us
Japanese.

I was half in doubt about how deeply all of from
three dificrent nations could deepen our friendship
during the three day In-house Seminar, because we
had grown up in a completely different environment
though we were born of the same generation.

Bul, all these worries disappeared when | faced
their fricndly smile and eagemness to speak Japanese lo
us. I strongly realized that if there is a desire to
understand and learn from others as much as possible,
we can easily overcome the differences of nationality,
language and culture.

Morcaver, while we talked ecagerly about things for
the future, their pride in theic own culture and
traditions seemed to teach us Japanese an imporiant
thing that we had forgotten.
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Knowledgc is Important; An
Encounter is Wonderful

Katsufumi Kobayashi
Teacher

The information that I obtained in advance told me
that the participants from Saudi Arabia were “overly
serious.” However, when I mct them 1 found them
good at creating a friendly atmosphere and considerate
towards others. They seemed to be good teachers.

At the In-house Seminar [ was first afraid that we
might impose our own ideas and perceptions of the
world and retigion on each other, but we participants
actually of putl stress on geiting to know more about
cach other, so everything turned out to be very fruitful.

I was not so surprised at differences in our customs,
as | had somé advance knowledge, hearing thetr alarm
bell for early morning prayer and holding a parly
without any alcohol were novel experiences for me.

In the morning of the last In-house Seminar day, my
room mate, Saud-san, made Arabic coffee for me. |
felt a sense hospitality from him similar to that of the
Japaiese tea ceremony. I cannot forget the aroma of
coffee and atmosphere of that morning. '

To encounter new friends is wonderful.

African Dancing Night

Eri Ishizawa
Nurse

During ke 2-day/3-night Ia-house Seminar i spent
time together with the African youlhs aciively
engaged in health and medical services who came to
Japan from French-speaking countries. [t was a very
fun three days. | can even say that the 60 youths from
Japan and various African countries kept on singing
and dancing together throughout the three days.

Taken in by the feverish excitement of the African
youths, we fapanese youths found ourselves cven-
tually moving our hips and siarting to dance together
with them. There were some points where we could
not reach agreement with each other during our
discussions on specialized fields, since we Japanese
and the Africans work in completely different
cavironments. Still, I found that we are similarly
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concerned about working for the benefit of our
patients. That was whai I, participating as a nurse,
thought at the end of our discussions.

I hape that what we felt and learned at the In-house
Seminar will become the source of future endeavors
{or vs.

Vive Africa! Vive Japan!

Having Participated in the In-house
Seminar with Youths from Myanmar

Kimitaka Nishimaki
Organization Employee

Nothing came to my mind when 1 first heard the
name of the country, Myanmar and its language. Also,
there was very little information available about that
country when I searchéd through various documents,
so 1 had great difficulty in my preparations before
participating in the In-house Seminar. Furthermore;
the siluation that there were few English-speaking
Myanmar youths among them made us even more
worried. - '

However, those worries disappeared when the
Myanmar youths actually came. Although we could
not make ourselves understood very well and had
some difficulty in communicating with each other in
discussions, 1 think thal, on:the other™ hand, we
managed to have a true international exchange from
the bottém of cur hearts.

They were very friendly and considerate towards
us. : ' '

- My impression is that despite the differences in
whom we tea after they returned home, we arc still
communicating with cach other aboul our anxieties
concerninig school. : .

Having such truly precious experiences and making
wonderful friends through this In-house Seminar has
become the grealest treasure of all tome. - :

Thank you very much. .- -« =
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The Pacific Islands Have Become
Closer to Me

Tomoko Takahashi
Teacher

1 gained two things from participating in the In-
house Seminar for the first time.

First, I made fricnds with whom I had spent a very
enjoyable time. We gained very valuable experiences
by playing volleyball and talking until late at night
with the youths who had gathered both from various
Pacific Islands and from all over Japan (from Aomori
in the nerth to Tokushima in the south). The Japanese
youths, who came from different occupations and
backgrounds, influenced me very much.

Secondly, I came to feel the Pacific Istands close 1o
me. 1 realized that even though each Pacific Island
has a different educational system and is in a different
stage of development, they are all striving similarly
hatd in their work as teachers, while worrying about
how (o raise the children.

T would very much like to participate in an In-
house Seminar again.

Impressions by Japanese Counterpails@
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A Splendid Memory

Kyoko Akiyama

Akita Prefecture

It was my family’s first homestay experience, and
we worried considerably about differences in culture
and ealing habits.

However, while dining together and having the
young Malaysian man spend some nights at our home,
the more we got to know him, the more his straight-
forward nature and desire to learn were ¢onveyed to
us. We finally managed to overcome the language
baerier by using gestures to communicate. At that time

“inutual trusk developed between us, which weni on to
move us. There will be no nutional boundaries for the
youths who will be growing {rom now on, and great
expeclations can be had aboul their future endeavors.

I beliéve the young man was able to grasp one
aspect of  Japan through his stay -with us in the
countryside, The sight of him removing his shees in
the entrance arca and tiying lo step into the house
from there still is a source of joking conversation
among us. '

After spending a few days together with the young
Malaysian, our origital worries turned into a splendid
memory. [ would like 1o continue engaging in
activities leading to international understanding and
cooperation from small contacts in the fulure, too.

Thank you to the youth from Malaysia.

I Met with a Fresh Smile

Yoshiko Kato
Ibaraki Prefecture

1 heard that many Filipinos tend to be cheesful, and
that was true about John-san who was always smiling.
As we spen{ time logether, his nice smile,
consideration toward others, intelligence and charm all
ended up fascinaling us.

When we recall the three days with John-san, the
most impressive moment of all came when he was
returning to his hotel from my home and he asked me
if ke could hold my mothei’s hand to greet her, and |
said, “Please do,” to him. He then wrapped her hand
with his big hands and fook it to his forehead as il he
were handling something precious and prayed for her.
His pious manner brodghl tears 10 my eycs.

During our days with him, I was moved by his love
for his family and his appreciation of natuce. And all
this suggested to me how rich his heart musl be. These
days I find myself thinking about visiting Samar
Island to meet John-san again some day after he has
become a father.

-1
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As a Host Mother

Masako Haga
Hokkaido Prefecture

We, a family of three, had a very enjoyable time
with a guest from Indonesia. :

Mimi-san was a wonderful lady with a daughter 1
year and 4 months old. We had an opportunity to go
on a picnic by train together with a group of 150
children and their parenls as paril of my daughter’s
school outing. The 70 children in the 2nd grade looked
very restléss and wanted to know who Mimi was. But,
they were not brave enough to speak to her. Some
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came to my side to ask me, *“ Whe is that woman?’
without even looking at me. That’s because if they
looked me, llleir'e'ycs would meet those of Mimi-san,
who was at my side.

Before our hnch, 1 introduced Mimi-san to
everybody. Suddenly, the children’s interest in her
exploded, and they started showering her with
questions.

I have been recalling the beginning of the home
stay. During our short peried of exchange some,
Japanese customs surprised Mimi-san, which it tum
surprised me. For instance, | saw the look of surprise
on Mimi-san’s face when I tried a tuna sashimi sample
al a supermarkel, and 1 was surprised when 1 saw the
bath tab emplied of hot water after Mimi-san had used
it {1 forgot to tell her how to use the Japanese bath).
And s0 6n.

But, this should be the trwe pleasure of being a host
mother. . :

Thank you very miuch for many memories, Mimi-
san.

Homestay with a Vietnamese -

Takahiro Mizokawa
Wakayama Prefeclure

Although I had often heard and saw the name Viet
Nam on TV and radio, I really knew nothing about
that country. About the only thing 1 knew about Viet
Nam was that it had a war. Therefore, 1 studied its
language and researched daily customs a liutle
beforehand.

The Vietnamese who canic to our home was a lady
named Lai. She is a high school teacher and very
polite. She tried hard to communicate with my family
in broken Japanése.

My wife and 1 were not very successful in
conmumunicating with her; but, to our surprise, ouf 7
and 6 year old children had friendly talks as if. they
had known her for a while. Watching them, we adults
realized that we had been unnecessarily on guard
without noticing «it.. I learned that we can make
ourselves mutually understood, despite differences in
national background and language, as long as we show
each other warm cordiality as fellow human beings.

Rather than saying it was fun, I would Tike o state
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that I had a good expericnce learning various things
aboult the country where our home-stay guest was
born,

If 1 have a chance, 1 would like very much to
participate again.

S —— e

Hosting a Young Laotian Man at My
Home

Tetsuhito Yamazaki
Kochi Prefecture

Puring Vong-san’s Homestay Programme at my
place, my sons enjoyed his company as they leamed
some music on a musical instrument, and played
sports like mini-basebalt with him as well as a home
soccer game. Our family took him to Kochi’s Katsura-
hama beach, where the sea is beautiful, and also o a
dolphin show. All in all, we had an enjoyable time
together.

Moreover, as we heard he was serving as a rice-
crop instructer, we showed him our own paddy fields
and raw materials for Washi (Japanese-style) paper.
He touched (he materials with great interest and asked
me about cur rice crop yield as well as other matters.

At the farewell party in Kochi City, Yong-san
brought his interpreter to thank me for his three-day
stay al my home and told me in the words of his
interpreter that my sons are “darling,” which touched
me. .

The duration of the homestay was rather short. But
both my sons and my father, who is normally reserved,
got involved in the visit; and despite the problems in
verbal communication, we were all impressed with
Vong-san’s gentle personality. We were also made
aware once again of the importance of interpersonal
exchanges, so they were a very meaningful three days.

My family now has gained pleasant memories of
the sumimer,



Upon Finishing the Homestay
Programme

Etsuko Kubota
Saga Prefeclure

As it was our first time (o experience a homestay,
my family and I were filled with worry and tension
untit the day it began.

We were especially worried as we were going 1o
host visitors from a southwest Asian country and were
not sure what our guests would be like.

Yet, although there was a language barrier between
us, once we made contact with our guests, we found
there were no differences between us and that our
hearts could communicate. What seems normal in our
daily lives apparently appeared rich and stimulating to
the women who came from the Maldives. 1 even felt
embarrassed about our present situation in which we
pursue only our desires and forget to be thankful about
what we have in our daily life itself.

I believe that “a meeting makes for a ch’mcc
Through meeting the women from the Maldives, I
couldn’t help feeling that something had started to
move within us. While that something may not have
immediate bearing on us, it will surely come across in
our way of living hereafter.

Not wasting this chance, I am grateful from the
bottom of my heart that I was able to learn to be
consideraté to and wnderstanding of others. Thank you
veiy much.

S . - ]
Ms. Devakl Ayer, Thank You

. Ritsuko Koike

Nagano Piefecture

“Nz{ma_slé,” Ms. Devaki Ayer said when she greeted
us. When I saw her smile, all the worries I had before
disappeared suddenly. Honestly speaking, 1 had been
worried up to then about. Whether 1 could communi-
cate with her, and if she canedt our food. 1 (hink she
must have been even more worried than we-about to
coming to stay with a faniily she didn’t know at all:. . -

While having dinner.fogether, we started to
understand what she was talking about by vsing my
poor English, looking up Nepali words in a book, and

Ipressions by Hosl Families®

with my children’s interpretation.

We heard about her family and school in distant
Nepal. We were very surpriscd to hear that she walked
from her village for 8 hours to take a bus, and it took
ter 22 howrs to get to Katmandu-~something
uninginable for us living in the car-oriented society
of Japan.

Her face looked like that of a mother’s when she
talked abowl her children. She looked very happy
when she told me her children's names, ages and so
on. She said when she left home to come to Japan her
children cried.

There were other things 1 still wanted to talk about
and ask, but my scant English and Nepali prevented
me from doing so, and 1 felt ashamed of my lack of
ability. She looked tired from the tight schedule full of
the many things we had planned for her. | wish I could
have been a bit more considerate toward her.

The 2-day-3
When she departed, we hugged each other as |f we had

-night programme passed so quickly.

been lifetime friends.
“Thank you very much for giving us a precious time.

t -
1ill We Meet Agam, Maggiensan'

Chlyoko Sakai

(_Jsaka Prefeciure

It was a very much moving exchange for me, as |
was lucky to have a good opportunily to learn about
African couniries through my host family experience.
Through Maggie-san, | was able to learn about the
natural features and tiving ecnvironment of Cote
d'lveire. Moreover, she told me about her family and
cooked very delicious Cote d'lvoire-style dishes. |
would like try to cooking them. sometime while
remembering her. -

When I met Maggie-san again at the cxch'mgc party
one week after her homestay with us, T was introduced
to hér friends, which made me feel as if she were my
beloved daughter. [ was reluctant to part with her like
that, so 1 visited her at JICA’s Osaka International
Centre. She walked me to the ncarest station and we
promised to sce cach other again. It was a tearful
parting.

But the very next day 1 saw her again. Maggie-san
was invited to her friend's host family home, That
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family by chance is also my friend. T was surprised at
and touched by these four reunions, and 1 felt tears
welling vp in my eyes. 1 realized once again that
communication comes from sincerity.

[ tock forward to visiting her home in the future.

e ————
A Brother from India

1

Toshio Hayashi
Hokkaido Prefeclure

1 had heard the word “homestay™ before, but this
was my first experience serving as a host family.
Therefore, everything I heard and did was a new
experience for me. My entire family made such a fuss
about it that our home seemed like an overturned
anthill.

What we worried about the most were the
differences in our respective dictary culiures, custoins,
and languages. The day for us to receive Dass-san
came before we could find any solution to these
problems. But our worries disappearcd with his words,
“Iajimemashite. Watakushi wa Dass to moshimasu.”
(“Plcased to meet you. My name is Dass.”)

After that, we did not find the language bardier
troublesome. My father tatked to him with a dictionary
in his band; my mother kept on speaking Japanese
with a strbng Aomori Frefecture accent, and I used the
English words I knew, as the three days passed by. -

Dass-san overcame our cultural differences, brought
our Lwo nations closer all at once during those three
days, and taught us that we are also members of Asia.

We had an enjoyable time coming ia contact with
Indian culture during a season in Hokkaido so cold
that it- must have seemed like being inside a
refrigerator to someone coming fron the region where
Dass-san resides. 1 wonder how he felt about his three-
day stay in northern Japan.

He called me “brother,” and India and Japan
became closer to each other, though the two nations
are really far apart geographically. With. this
experience as a start, I would like to make friends with
more brothers around the world.
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Like a Wind Blowing fr om tlie South
Pacific

Yoshiko Takenaga
Yamaguchi Prefeclure

Just at the moment Janet arrived al my home, she
said, “I lost my bag containing my passport,” which
made the JICA people run around on a search.

The next morning she said “this is okay,” as she
sipped hot noodles in a cup that she brought herself as
if nothing had happened the previous night.

Thanks to her attitude, T felt a load lifted from tny
shoulders, and soon we were able to talk openly with
each other. ,

When she saw my husband who was busy with
year-end parties and golfing with his customers, she
remarked, “He is & salary-man, who supports Japan’s
and taught me what she learned
from the lectures about Japanese society she had in

cconomic growth,”

Tokyo. By using thé internet she also showed me the
home pages introducing her countey, Micronesia.

Janet was truly happy when I suggested that she
send e-mail to her husband. When we had a parly for
her to which we invited four young ladies, she was in
high spirits while holding a wine bottle. We had so
much fun late at night phymg an “animal fortune
telling” game. -

I have atready received lhree e-mails from her,
since she was left like a wind, leaving lots of memories
behind with us. .

In her e-mail she said, “1 miss your fried noodles,”
which made me smile wryly.

e —————wv—
Acccptmg a Mongohan

~Naomi Honda

Fukushima Prefeclure

- Tt was our first experience becoming a host family,
and that created a big excitement in our houschold. My
father who at first said, “You must manage somehow
as it is you who decided to do this,” umed to be very
enthusiastic - and - said that. he -would: drive - the
Mongolian to the sea. My mother planned to serfve
mochi (rice cakes), and was excited about various
things though she at first she said she’d participate just



as a cook. And cven my grandimother started to leam
the Mongolian language.

Actually, 1 alone was confused in a sense because |
knew that English would be usecless for our
communication. Bul we managed to overcome this
language barrier easily. We used every possible means
such as Mongolian, Japancse, exaggerated gestures
mixed with English words and even songs. It was so
exciling us.

It was a truly happy three days. We felt as if we
gained one more family member.

I think that by becoming a host family we managed
10 contribute somewhat to international cooperation
and at the same time we were able to deepen our
family bonds.

Impressions by Host Familios@
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Address of JICA Offices
Concerned with this Programme






J JICA Headquarters
Training and Youth Invitation Division,
Domestic Partnership and Training Department
SHINJUKU MAYNDS TOWER
11, Yoyogi 2chome, Shibuya-ku,
Tokyo 151-8558
%*JICA Branch Offices and International Centres
in Japan
Hokkaido International Centre {Sapporo)
Minanii 4-25, Hondori-16 chome, Shiroishi-ku,
Sapporo-shi, Hokkaido 003-0026
Hokkaido International Centre (Obihiro)
Minami 6-1-2, Nashi-20 Jo, Obihire-shi,
Hokkaido 080-2470
Tohoku Branch Office
Sendai Daiichiscimei Tower Bldg., 15F
461, Ichiban-cho, Aobaku, Sendai-shi,
Miyagi 980-0811
Nihonmatsu Training Centre
4.2, Nagata-Azanagasaka, Nihonmatsu-shi,
‘ukushima 964-8558
Tsukuba International Centre
36, Koyadai, Tsukuba-shi,
Iharaki 3056074
Kanto Branch Office
Kila-urawa Daiei Bldg,, 7F
4-55, Kita-Urawa, Urawa-shi,
Sattama 3360002
Komagane Training Centre
15, Akaho, Komagane-shi,
Nagano 3994117

Addresses of JICA Offices Concerned with this Programme

Hokuriku Branch Olfice
Refare Bldg., 3F
1-5-3, Hon-machi, Kanazawa-shi,
Ishikawa 9200853
Chubu International Centre
2-73, Kamienoi, Meito-ku, Nagoya-shi,
Aichi 460-0074
Osaka International Centre
25-1, Nishi-toyokawa-cho, Ibaraki-shi,
Osaka 567-0058
Chugoku International Centre
33-1, Kagamiyama, Higashi-hiroshima-shi,
Hiroshima 7300046
Shikoku Branch Office
114 Blde 13 F
51, Kameicho, Takamatsu-shi,
Kagawa 760-0050
Kyushu International Centre
2-2-1, Hirano, Yahata-higashiku,
Kitakyushu-shi, Fukuoka §03-8505
Okinawa International Centre
1143-1, Aza Maeda, Urasoe-shj,
Okinawa 901-2552
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*JICA Overseas Offices

JICA Cambodia Office
{{ouse No. 36, Street No. 184, Sangkat Phsar
Thmei 3, Khan Don Penh, Phnom Penh,
Cambodia
TEL 855-23-211673, 211674

JICA Indonesla Office
Plaza Bl Tower1I27 Filoor JI. MH. Thamrin
51, Jakarta 10359, Indonesia
TEL 62-21-3%0-7533

JICA Laos Office
Home No. 351, Naxay Village Unit 24,
Wat Sisangvone Road, Saysettha District,
Vientiane, Lao . D. R.
TEL 856-21-114387, 412694, 412695

JICA Malaysia Office
Suite 29.03, Level 29, Menara Lion, 165, Jalan
Ampang, 50450 Kuala Lumpur, Mataysia
TEL 606-3-21668900

JICA Myanmar Office
No. 73, University Avenue, Yangon, Myanmar
TEL 95-1-527228, 525860

JICA Philippines Office

12th Floor, Pacific Star Building, Senator Gil J.

Puyat Avenue Corner Makati Avenue,
Makati City, Philippines
TEL 63-2-893-3081

JICA Thailand Office
1674/1 New Petchburi Road, Bangkok 10320,
Thailand
TEL 66-2-251-1655

JICA Viet Nam Office
11th Floor, Office Tower, Dacha Business
Center, 360 Kim Ma Street, Ba Dinh District,
Hanoi, Viet Nam
TEL 84-1-8315005~8

JICA Bangladesh Office

E/8-A, Rokeya, Sharani, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar,

Dhaka-~1207, Banglacdesh
IDB-Bangladesh Islamic Selidarily Educational
Wakf, 12th Floor Bangladesh
TEIL 830-2-9126315, 9132535

JICA India Office
2nd Floor, DLF Cenlre, Sansad Marg
(Parliament Street) New Delhi-110001, India
TEL 91-11-331-1990~4

JICA Mongolia Office
Zaluuchuudin Street 24, Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia
TEL 976-1-325939, 312393

JICA Nepal Office
Tripureshwar, Kathmandu, Napal
TEL 977-1-260236, 260199
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JICA Pakistan Office
House No. t, St. No. 61, I'-6/3, Islamabad,
Pakistan
TEL 92-51-829473~8

JICA Srl Lanka Office
16/2, Gregory's Road, Colombo 7, Sri Lanka
TEL 94-1-681248

JICA Uzbekistan Oifice
Dom 18, Sadikova Str,, 700052, Tashkent,
Uzbekistan
TEL 998-71-1691475~76

JICA Papua New Guinea Office
Shop 7A, Second Floor, Garden City, Lot 4,
Section 18, Angau Drive, Boroko, N. C. D,
Papua New Guinea
TEL 675-325-1699, 1363

JICA Fiji Office
7th Floor, Dominion House, Suva, Fiji
TEL 679-302522, 301829

JICA Samoa Office
Mulivai, Apia, Samoa
TEL 685-22-572, 139

JICA Cote d'lvoire Office

{(JICA en Cote d'lvoire)
7 Boulevard Roume, Abidjan, Cote d'Ivoire
TEL 225-20222290, 20222203

JICA Egypi Office
World Trade Center 10th Floor
1191 Corniche El Nile St. Boulak, Cairo, Egypt
TEL 20-2-5748240~2

JICA Ethiopla Office
Woreda 17, Kebere 17, House Neo. 222,
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
TEL 251-1-615880~3

JCA Ghana Office
Valco Trust House, Castle Road, Ridge, Accra,
Ghana
TEL 233-21-238419~22

JICA Kenya Office
The Rahimtulla Tower Hth and 1ith,
Upper Hili Road, Nairobi, Kenya
TEL 254-2-724121~4, 724877

JICA Malawi Office .
Area 13-Plots 5 and 6, Development House
Ground Floor, Lilongwe 3, Malawi
TEL 265-781644, 781945

JICA Morccco Qffice

{Bureau de la JICA au Maroc)
No. 69 bis, rue Tensilt, Agdal, Rabat, Maroc
TEL 212-7-686301~94

JICA Nigeria Office
Cowrie House, 27/29 Adeyemo Alakija Street,
Victoria Island, Lagos, Nigeria
TEIL 234-262-0036



JICA Senegat Office

{Bureau de la JICA au Sénégal)
ITmmeuble SDIH, 3 Place de I'independance,
Dakar, Sénégal
TEL 221-821-33-66, 821-69-19

JICA South Africa OHfice
1st Floor, Bank Forum Building Fehrsen &
Bronkhorst Streets, New Muckleneuk, Pretoria,
Republic of South Africa
TEL 27-12-346-4493, 4528, 4896

JICA Tanzania Office
Plot No. 1033/1, Mindu Strcet Upanga Dar cs
Sataam, Tanzania
TEL 255-51-113727~-30

JICA Tunisla Office

{Bureau de la JICA en Tunisie)
18, Rue Ahmed Rami 1002 Tunis-Belvédere,
Tunisie
TEL 216-1-786386, 785295

JICA Zambla Office
Plot No. 59B Mutandwa Road, Roma, Lusaka,
Zambia
TEL 260-1-291075, 294433

JICA Zimbabwe Office
Southampton Life Centre, §th Floor, 77 Jason
Moyo Avenue, Harare, Zimbabwe
TEI 263-4-252500~02

JICA Argentine Office

{Agencia de Cooperacion Internacional del Japon)
Dr. Ricardo Rojas 401, Piso 8,
1001-Buenos Aires, Argentina
TEL 54-11-4313-8901

JICA Bolivia Office

{Agencia de Cooperacion Internacional del Japon en

Bolivia)
Calle Batallon Colorados N 42, La Paz,
Bolivia
TEIL 591-2-441276, 441605, 441124

JICA Brazil Qifice

{Escritorio Anexo da Embalxada do Japao)
SCS Quadra 01, Bloco I, Ed. Camargo Correa,
12° Andar, Brasilia, D. F. Brasil
TEL 55-61-321-6465, 9723

JICA Chile Office

{Agencia de Cooperacion Internacional del Japon)
Av. Andres Bello 27717, Edificio de la Industria
Piso 27, of. 2701, Las Condes, Santiago, Chile
TEL 56-2-203-3095~8

JICA Colombia Office

{Agencia de Cooperacion Internacional del Japon)
Calle 72, No. 18-07, Piso 7, Edificio Colmena
Santa Fe de Bogota, Colombia
TEL 57-1-345-0055

Addresses of JICA Oftices Concerned with this Programme

JICA Dominican Oifice
(Agencia de Cooperacion Internaclonal del Japon)
Av. Bolivar No. 818, Santo Domingo,
Republica Dominicana
TEL 1-809-682-4703
JICA Honduras Qffice
(Agencia de Cooperacion Internacional del Japon)
Calte Santa Rosa, Colonia Lomas del Mayab,
Casa No. 1346 Tegucigaipa, M. D. C, Honduras
Central America
TEIL 504-232-6727, 6737
JICA Mexico Ofiice
Ejercilo Nacional #418-201 Col. Chapultepec
Morales Mexico, D. F., C. P. 11570
TEL 52-5-5452476, 5152512
JICA Panama Office
(Agencla de Cooperacion Internacional de! Japon en
Panama)
Edificio World Trade Center Panama, Piso 4,
Catle 53 E, Urbanizacion Marbella, Ciudad de
Panama, Repablica de Panaina
TEIL. 507-264-9669, 9406
JICA Paraguay Office
{Agencla de Cooperaclon Internacional del Japon
Oficina Exterior en Paraguay}
Presidente Franco y Ayolas, Edificio Ayfra 11°
Piso, Asuncion, Republica del Paraguay
TEL 595-21-491154~7, 490651, 492692, 495234
JICA Peru Office
{Agencia de Cooperacion Internacional del Japon)
Av. Angamos Qeste 1381, Santa Crug,
Miraflores, Lima, Pera
TEL 51-1-221-2433
JICA Saudi Arabla Office
Economic Section, Annex of Japanese limbassy
Block No. 55, Amer Ibn Aws Street, Al-Raed
District, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
TEL 996-1-482-5611
JICA France Office
{Bureau de JICA en France)
8, rue Sainte-Anne, 75001
Paris, I'rance
TEL 33-1-40200421
JICA U, K. Office
45 Old Bond St.,, London W1X
4HS, U K.
TEL 44-20-7493-0045
JICA/JOCY Bhutan Oftice
Doybum Lany/Memorial Chorten,
Thimphuy, Bhutan
TEL 975-2-322030, 323218

69



JICA/JOCV El Salvador Office

(Oficina Resldente Representativa da JICA/JOCY)
Calle del Miradoer No. 15-288, Colonia Escaldn,
San Salvador, El Salvador, C. A.
TEL 503-2630940, 2640739

JICA/JOCY Guatemala Office

(Oficina de Voluntarlos Japoneses)
18 Calle, 5-56 Zona 10 Guatemata Edificio
Unicentro 12 Nivel Oficina 1203, Guatemala
TEL 502-3661919, 3661915~18

JICA/JOCV Costa Rica Office
Avenida 16 y Calle 29, del Parque de los
Mangos, 100mis. Sur, 100mts. Oeste.
Urbanization Montealcgre.
San Jos&, Costa Rica A, C.
TEL 506-2-253114, 240510

JCA/IOCY Jamalca Office
Sth Floor, Island Life Buitding 6 St. Lucia
Avenue Kingston 5, Jamaica (W. 1.}
TEL 1-876-9294069, 9600021, 90803847, 9050848

JICA/JOCY Nicaragua Office
Hospital Mititar, 1 Cuvadra al Lago, 1 y 1/2
Cuadra Abajo, Barrio Bolonia Managua,
Nicaragua
TEL 503-2668323, 2668347

JICA/JOCV Vanuatu Office
2nd Floor, Hong Kong & New Zealand House,
Port Vila, Vanuatu
TEL 678-23516, 24254

JICA/JOCY Solomon Office
Lot No. 23, Common Wealth 5t. Honiara,
Solomon Islands
TEL 677-22615, 21110

JICA/JOCV Tonga Office
3rd Floor, National Reserve Bank of Tonga
Building, Salote Read, Fasi, Nuku'atofa,
Kingdom of Tonga
TEL 676-23072, 24361

JICA/JOCV Palau Office
George Ngirarsaol Commercial Building,
Koror, Patau 96940
TEL 680-438-5373, 488-5370

JICA/JOCY FSM Office
Dotonier, Nett, Pohnpei 96941,
The Federated States of Micronesia
TEL 691-320-5350, 5439

JICA/JOCV Niger Office

{Bureau du JICA/JOCV)
8 rue des l.ac, Ancien Plateay, Niamey, Niger
TEL 227-735509, 732994

JICA/JOCV Botswana Office
Ist Floor, Plots §96/897 Kaunda Road,
(Gaborone, Botswana
TEL 267-312176
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JOCV Maldives Office
Radiumge-Aage, Ist Floor Galolhu Male,
Maldives
TEIL 960-322019
JOCV Ecuador Office
Robles 653 Y Av. Amazonas, Edificio Proinco
Calisto, Piso #13, Ecuador
TEL 593-2-230426, 503780, 503782, 569123
JOCV Marshall Office
1st Floor, Pil Comptex, Majuro Atoll, MH,
96960 Rep. of The Marshall Istands
TEL 692-6255137, 6255438
JOCV Burkina Faso Ofiice
Hotel Amiso, 198, Avenue Mgr Thevenud,
QOuagadougou, Burkina Faso
TEL 226-330766, 330767
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