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Current State of
Development

Socaoeconomlc Development
Facing Extensive Difficulties

T N N R R RN RN RN N

" Africa refers here to sub-Saharan Africa with the

_exception of Sudan. This is a vast area stretching over

21.78 million square kilonieters with a varied climate
occupied mostly by arld desert zones and humid
tropical rain forest. C

Although most African countries gained their
independence during the 1960s, many, under the
influence of agricultural management during the
colonial period, have inherited a monocultural
structure with their economic foundations resting on

. specific primary products. The effects of drovight and

other changes in the natural env1r0nmeni and of
fluctuations in.international markets arc therefore
liable to have immediate repercissions on the
cconomic foundations of the state and result in fragile
econonmic structures. '

.develnpmenl later on,

gwird. eme:gency aid ..
(Fis inder way and. to
vy aid. - Agsistance from. -

'rcconalrucuon

£ emcrgcncy humamlanun éld ‘and. lhe'
on of develupmcn! aid, and this often
onstiutes a- major bamer (o sustainable.

I’ the figkd of conflict prevenlmn JICA
i s pm\nded ‘cooperation with sirengthening -
" government through police training and
' seminars.on_the imraduction of democrady.
st-confhcl recovery suppnrt has included
onstruction of roads and ‘medical fac1lmes Sl wl
Camd assistance with the vocallolm[ trafning © 2.

“of returning refugees in order to enable
these refugees to resume their everyday .' i
fives and to help with overall econgrmic

Restricted access to education means that national

_development has had (o go ahead with limitations on

the human 1'050111'ces'rcqu_ircd_fm‘ nation-building.. .
Since inc!epcn(léncé_,:African countries have thus had to
face countless difficulties on the path to socio-
economit development.

A reglon it Two-Thirds
of the World's LI.DCs

u.p--..---ao--ocol-ea-.

I.'Il..l...'i'!l.'

Dtumn the 1960s, the decade when many African
countries gained their mdependence these counlries
benefited from an mtemalmml econonlic environment
char'lclerlzed by stability in thé international prices of
primary products for export, and were thus able to
achicve steady growth, assisted by aid received from
mdustnah;ed countries. However, their economic
growth has become sluggish since the 1970s owing to
the fall.in the prices of primary products, oil crises, the




Failure of ecopomic policies; unstable political
. foundations, and regional conflict and eivil war.
During the 1'9705, many countries had 1o take out large
loans in order to maintain levels of income and
investmient. But since the '1980s, GNP has-in real
terms shown negative growth, zmd external debt has
grown ‘to eiormous proportions.
‘often referred lo as “ihe lost decade”.  Accumulpied
'debt at the start of the’ 1990t; was 20 times Inghcl than
in the 1970s. -

Africa containg 32 of the world's 48 LLDCS*, and
about two-fifths of the population belong o the class of
the absolute poor, having to live on less than US$1 a day.

‘Support for Africa in an
‘Atmosphere of Change

The countries. of Africa are currently at a major
political and economic turnmg point. .

In’the political arena, many cmmlr:es fndopted a
strong ccntral:zed system of government under powerful
leaders in-order fo maintain their national unity
following independence. Many were thus ruled by
military regimes or -by, onc-party. d1ctat0rsh1ps
However, with the collapse of the -Soviet Union and the
end of the Cold War, there has been & clear move toward
democmcy as mamfest in the chauge from one- p‘lrty
dictatorship to multl -parly systcms. o

In the ¢conomic arena, the economtc pohcnes of
many countries have collapsed. These countries have

now ‘abandoned their previous public: sector-oriented ™ -

policies and are striving o restructure and liberalize
their cconomies under the gu'i'dance of the World Bank
and the International Monetary Fund

Respondmg to . these economlc dlffu,ulnes

expenenced by Afnc'm countries, uuernalmn'll'
organizalions and the: advanced nations h'we set up the

African Fund and the Specml Program ‘of Ald for Sub-
Saharan Africa (SPA) uider the World Bank, ‘while
the IMF has establlshcd ‘the Stiuctural Adjustment
Facullty (SAF) as part of effurlt; to support structural
1djustment in African: coumrlcs
there ‘are scveral countrles, such as Ugand't and

Burkina Faso, whose ¢fforista makc structural -
‘rated.” 'On' the other
“hand;- admm]stratwe fl‘;cal and gt ernmenlal reforms -
) _erahzatnon and- "
'puvatlzatlon arfe havmg the eff&ct.of lowermg thex

adjuslments have bcen lnghl_'

mvoivmg sudden economm

standard of social services and of mcreasmg poverty.
For this reason, the World Bank and aid agencies are

striving to provide cooperation which pays atiention to

The 1980s are thus, .

As A congequence,

'(formerly Zmre) and Angela.
“standing i in theway of efforts on the par{ of both
-advanced ¢ountries and dcvelopmg countnes to

such social factors in the conlext of support for
. stlucunal adjustment. -

‘International agencies 'md (lonor countries have
been holding hequent on-site donor meetings* in
Africa to ensure-that aid is provided efficiently in
accord_ance with the actual sitvation and the
dcvc!opincni issues Faceil by each couniry. They are
then working on these development issues in close
collaboration. A cqmprehensi"{'c sector development
method known as the “sector program” approach has
been gradually adopted over-the past few years. This
approach is applied to sectors such as education,
healih and medical care and is based upon the idea of
c'wmm'ship’:< by African countries. Donor countries
maintain close c_oo‘pera'tivq relationships in the

formulation, implementation and assessment of
- development planning -in every sector. This idea was

previously referred to by the World Bank as “sector
investment planning” {SIP).

provided in accordance with sector development
issues, thereby making it possible to establish

- common aid processes. - On the other hand, there is a

need for new forms of co'(jper_:i_tioh ihm_‘\vill cnable

" funds from individaal donor countries to be injected

inlo common programs.

| g _. |
Democrdtization and
Nation-Building

~The ilbol'ition;of apﬁrlhcid in thé Republic of South

'Afl’iC‘l and the elecuon of Nelson Mandela to the

premdency were the ‘most pertinent symbois of the
trend .toward dcmocra(‘y Iin the major West African
state of Nigeria, a _democmuc ‘presidential election

took place in February 1999, and the process of

ll_‘an_sfe:r_torcivil_ government is now well under way.
Many other Alrican countrics have ‘also embarked on a
new process. of nation-building - Gambia in particular
is showing clear signs of moving toward democracy.
In contrast there are several countries where the

" process: “of- lransmon to democracy remams fraught;

these mclude ‘the Democmhc Repub]ic of lhe Congo
These pmblems are

promote economlc‘and social developiment.

In contrast to eurlier
~-forms of project aid, integrated cooperation is
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Tackling Priority
Issues in

JICA Projects

BUlldmg on the TICAD II
“Tokyo Action Plan”

African deveanﬂ:nl is eradication of po\'ei'ty, JICA is
contributing positively to capreity building® in Africa in
connection with the priority issués summarized below.

Srsssessrcetasstreeiesesitederiinrsinavenns %SOCIGI deveiopmenl

The 2nd T okyo Intermtmnal Conference on Afncan
Development (TICAD 1) was held in Tukyq under the
joint sﬁoulsorship of the United Nations and ihe Japanese
government in. October 1998.  Attended by
rcprescnlauves of 80 countries, 40 international
agencies, and 22 NGOS it saw the ddopllon of the
“Tokyo Action Plan”, which aims to sct the |J_'I§!C agenda
for futurc cooperation in Africa. On the basis of this *
action plan and in the awareness that the ultimate aim of

1. Educuhon
“Tvition in scientific SﬂbjEClS and mathematics stands
at the center of Japanese educational cooperation.

Continuing from the package education® provided in’
. Kenya, we are currently examining possibilities: for

sending experts as advisors to' Ghana to implement

" project-type technical cooperation in scientific education
there. In the Republic of South Africa, following the’

Nigeria-

recruitment of short-term ct]jcr!s in FY 1998, assistance
willi sccondary scientific ednCﬂthll throtgh the dispateh

of a team of experts is qchecluled for TY 1999. -JICA is
also using grant aid to constmct pnmary ﬂnd sccond'lry
school bm]dmgs (D_]lbmm South Afrtca, Zambia,

.Cameroon, etc.) and is: supporting the formulation of

eclch1lLotl'1] dcvc[opmcnt pldnmng thlough devclopmenl
su:vcys (Tanzmll'l) :
Primary and. secoudary cduc*ﬂnon w1ll contmue in

the future to be: pnouty fields of cooperation, - *Such

cooperauon w;ll focus oh' sfodics ‘of a practical’ naturc
and' will inclvide’ the scientific and” mathemallcql
education in which Japar excels and vocational training
{(Uganda) direclly linked to emiployment.

2 Health and medlcai care

COOper'\llOﬂ with primary health care® and local
commumty education js under way i in'Ts anzania, Malaw]
and Zambia, whilc training. of medn:‘ll practitioners to
whom ordinary people can gain €asy. access: ;through
medical care services is occuring 'in Ghana and Kenya.

JICA will also be strengthening current coopération for

the prevention of infectious diseases such as HIV/AIDS,
malaria and luberculo‘;l‘; in Ghana, Kenya, Zambia and

Zlmb'abwe The iocal water suppiy projects which have '
been |_mrplemen_ted‘ sn_npe the Ist Tokyo International -
C_on_fere!l_ce on African Development (TICAD T) in 1993

Tanzama

* will also be expanded. In this same field, efforis will be

made to formulate projects taking account of the

potential for sustainable cooperation, for instance by -

raising the capacity of local communitics to maintain

and manage facilitics on their own, as in Etltiopia.

€Economic development

1. Private sector developmeni’

Accepmnce of teaining p’lrllclp'mts oRn 5p(:c1'11
regional comsce and the dispatch of cxperts to colntries

" such as Keny'l Tanzania and Zimbabwe are the
principal ways in which training is-being provided in
fields: such as the upgrading and slmngihenmg of the

market cconomy systcm piomouon of trade investment,
fostering of small- and medium- sca!e emelpnacs, road
maintenance and management, Further efforts will be
made to formulate projects in these fields. Upgrading of

'"'Front Lme 4

This

Development Centre

Sokome Umversﬂy of Agnculture Regional Ta nzama

Estabhshmg a new methodology thiough

the fusion of traditional wisdom and

modern technology -

* Scaentmc good sense presenl within -

mdlgenous farmlng methods

The United Nations Dcvclop:mnl
Programine {(UNDF) classifies Tanzania as a
very poor country belonging to the lowest
category of the Human Development Index
(HDI). But what does it mean to say that this

. country. is' poor?  Coming info contuct with-

daily life in farming villages in the heart of
the country, one sces people-who, although
they may live in an envirgnment without
electricity and a regular water supply, place
great importance on family bonds and roles
while nraking maximum use of their inherent
knowledge of nature. The spiritwal richness

(pro;ect-type techmca! cooperatlon)

and sr.rtngl.h of lhesc pcoplc are sure to cm:lte .
' a dcep impression on any visitor,

This was the impressien tal JICA expents

7 ru:g:ivcd from their own practical éxperignce

of living in remole farming villages together

-with counterparts* during the “Coniprehensive

Research on the Ecology of MlONBO
Woodband Agricuifure” project,

MATENGO :pcople. (who' tive' in the
mountains of the. Mbinga region in the
southwest of Tanzania) is an indigenous
environmental conscryvation méthod that

“: contains an astonishing degree of scientific
~ good sense. ‘The rescarch has also shoivn that

the village regions form comple( syslcms that
must be comprehensively understood in order
to enable sustainable local devclopmem

. Sharing the results of c{evelopment

with the local community;

merrdigrsur it r i rrertrbaid

e

I ic_ Tanzanign .goverpment is. 50 |
.impressed with this research that, in the

';carch r;o(:upe:rzshon‘t Ins shown lhal :
the NGORO farming method used by the .

requested the Japanese government for  of convcnuonal mc!hods cmployx,d in

assistance. with the “Sokoine University of
Agricu_l_:urc_chional Development Centee”

project. .Following -a series of studi¢s; ~
ageeement was reached on the exact conlcm |
ofcoop;r'luon in March’ 1999. .
"+ The aim of this project is to'create an .

institution . wheré pedple "can: work

indcpendently on development topics, he .

results of this work then being shared and
used by the local community .and by
neighboring countries. More speeifically,

> the project involves setting up a regional
developineiit center inside the. university .

and establishing unique methods of regionat
development through corroborative case

" model projects.

. This: project will eslabhsh a new
methodology “which will specify. the
indicators of tnze prosperity, a methodology
which is truly suited to the local

environment by linking traditional good
- 'sense-10 ‘moders methods. ~ Praetical

exploitation of this mcthodology will then
cnhance people's abilities. “This experience

~will bring to Jdight a new type of

international codperation contributing to
internally metivated, autonomous’ rcglo]ml
dcvelopmem
: (J[CA Tanzania Office}

The basic study mission on project-type lechnical

expeclation of even better fulure results, it has

rescarch in model zones and reassessment  gponaration togethar with the Sokeine University

team are warmly g{eeted at lhe medel site in Mbtnga
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the economnic infrastructure® (roads, bridge construction,
local eleclnﬁc*tl;on cte), which plays an mdmpen-ﬂble
role in private seclor developmerit, ‘is taking place
through grant aid in linkage with the Japan Bank for
International Coopération (JBIC), formerly the Overseas
Economic Cooperation Fund (OECE).

2. Agricultural developmenr

In the awareness that agricultural developmem in
African countries is closely bound up with the
eradication of poverty, coopenuon aimed at rajsing
the producnvuy of small-scale f'lrmcrs is undér way
in Ghana and Tanzania. In order to- pi()m()!e
cooperallon in rice cultivation, experis have been sent
to the West African Rice Development Association

(WARDA) and project-type technical cooperallon is

under way in Ghana.-

3, Foreign debt .

As is often pointed oul, cumuhled forelgn débt is a
major obsl'\c!e to Africa’s de\relopmem
African countries to manage their debt and conitrol their
funds appropriately, support is being provuled with
capacity bu1ld1ng through the accephnce 'of training

‘participrants in cnllnbomtmu with developmenl finance

'\DCHCICS in Jap'm and 0\’6[5635

To enable

Malawi

%Founduﬂons of development

1. Good governance
Taking accounnt of the historical and cultural
backgrounds of African countries, HCA-is exploring the

‘passibilities for copperation by enhancing the

explanatory liability, trinsparenéy and efficiency of
government in-accordance with the essenlial principles
of constitutionalism, démoc'raéy, basic human rights,
and maintenance of freedom. The specific fields in
which such cooperation can be provided are support for
the’ democratization, administrative support, suppott in
comnection with legal and judicial systems, support for

Pro;ect for Strengthenmg Educatlon
in Medica[ Skilis

Achlevmg minimal levels of mltial
medical care in isolated districts: -

(projlec_t-type technical coobe’ration)

# Medical clinics vnthout doctors in
remote areas -

NarradrEniinErmare Rt bt at At a e e enner

Although Kenya is siluated. Dn'ﬂu, equatdr,

mauch of the country is located on relatively

high ground; so that the air is cool and
refreshing in, the mornings #nd cvcrungs and
wll. day in'the shade. in the Farming villages,
work begins with drawing water, which is
fallowed by gathering firewood for use as

fuel. Families build thrée or four small.

structires ‘with mud and panicled walls. “The

parents are at the center of the household next -

to their children who, when they grow up, live
in the samé compound with their own Spouses

and children. - A single family compound may .

thus ‘consist of as many us 30 people.. The
hotses are sitrrounided by fields where maize,

banams and vege[ablcs are grown fo cnsurc"_ B
fﬁmency if cucumstanccs
permit, people. may alsg cultivate coffee

the family's self-s

which they sell Tor cash. “Then, 1[ '\ll goes
swell, they can puschase fresh miflk:

Kenya is. known as the “Iand wnhout s

sadiress'™; but péople do of course get wonied

il a family member becomes feverish, The - -

first suspicion is that the fever has been

cased by malaria, but relatively fcw pcnple

have any idea of how malaria sprcads When - ‘

young children show signs of diarrhea,
parents worry that they should take their child

. tmmediately to # ¢linic or hospital, but the

_neatest clinic is often several kilometers away
* on fool.:ARnd, to make maitets worse, almost
nene of the clinics is cqulppcd wl!h s own - L

qu'ﬂlﬁed doctors.
0 T;alnlng people who can solva

I'he,l{_enynn Medic
(KMTC) s an institilion which trains not
only doctors but also’ nueses, associate

doctors, and clinical examiners. The Collegei e

d lhroughum -
thes. coinitry, and_ produces afgund 1,000+~
gmdua(cs every yedr., I provides the basls for "

- medica) activities afl over the country, from "~
clinics in w!hgcs without doctors, to gcneral

haas 24 branchés in Nairobi

hospitals in the caplml
JICA i providing oo,

lnfnnnalson rnanagemenl “and complfa!mn of’

le';chmg matenals The r.rammg pamc;panls L

P

‘;(Iussemmatmn of prevenlatlvc melhods lo_ T
" improvemenits in living canditions, 56 that - -
" “eyen people living.in the mobst isclated parts :
year derm begmmng in March 199 at -
KMTC's hcadqumers in Nairobi. . The am of
this cooperation i§ lo prmnde training in fields -
such as nursing, public health and hygiéne,

of the country - where there'is Tittfe. chance of.

doctors being sent < will be able 10'receive at -

leasi a mmlrnal degree of initial medical care.-
: g aca I\enyﬂ Office)




police forces, and prevention of coteuption: JICA is
c\'p'mding its acceptance of training participants in these
areas through seminars to support the democratization
process and courses on police activities (South Africa).
We are also examining the possibilitics for cooperation
in the adgllillistrati\'e and legal fields.

2. Conflict prevention and recovery support.

JICA is involved in basic research on support for
efforts aimed at emblmg Aftican countries to. prevent
and resolve conflicts thémselves.  We are formulating
projects in this field with reference to discussions that
took  place at the International Conference on
Technology Transfer, held in September 1999 on' the

- theme of support for the comlmcnon of peace under the ™
joint “sponsorship of- JICA and the Canadidn -
International Development Agency (CIDA) Taking a8
_account of communy ‘between humanitarian.and g
récovery development ‘aid, the idea isto formuiate a
projects in Africa in line with the previous models g

afforded by Cambodia and Bostia. The topics treated
will include removal of landmines and supporl for the
victims of landmines, and support for refugees with
comidemtidn given to conditions in-neighboring
countries in addijtion to the pames engaged ina
particular confllct

Rwanda’

lnfectlous D:seases Control Prolect Zambia

. (prolect-type.technlcal cooperation)

Vlral Research Instltute at the forefront
of medical research in Afr:ca '

+ Estabhshmenl ‘of the . .
" Viral Res2arch Institute at the .
University of Zambla Hos;.ital

Ty anmesnrinsbnibs

Thc V:ral Research Tustititte' was set up at

the Univ sily ‘of Zambia Hospml with
: ’coopcrauon from Japan in.1992. Most’”

counterparts come {0 Japan for {rai) ug

" & Detection of witd-type pol[o sltains

“The Viral R»scﬂrch institule at the
: Umversuy of Zambia detected several -
" cdses of the Type 1 polio virus (wild strain) -

c-in 1996 from padtients in, [.ambla and -

‘Tanzania lhalconﬁnned that the polio vitus

“was still surviving in this region. With
cooperation from the: World Health'.

" Qrganization, ihe Zambian government is

_jmiplementifig 2. natioawide - polio.

campaign.: The search for polic

will céntinite at the University of Zambia
unul thc day whcn eradicallon of the

There is sumly no need here to stress the
importincs of HIVIAIDS in the context of
- mepsutes being taken in Africa to prcvcm
infectious discases; but Africa is also the final -
target arcéa for thc WHO's pﬂho Emdlcalmn—
'campmgu that is due te end in 2000. The”
“Infectious Dlsenses Contral, Project" is

It is 1mposstb]c o tcll from symplomv__ .
alone whclher d person is infectid wnth the
" HIV yirus: - A definitive diagnosis:can be
mde only when a blood sample’ has been |
waken and an HI\HAXDS virus test has ol
-becn'performed, - B
.- +-In the case of. polio B\«‘ldBHCE l'm'_
: -erad(cauon of the’ dlsease is obiained by-
searching !'or the:virus ik the feces of -
patients with a form of paralysis similar-to

 Studies are camed oui daity on prevenuon of
’ HIWAIDS and pofic.

" out b‘);-'nir-]il'“_l_ing patients’ blood to the
+ . United States and Europé is now possible at
- the Institute. . Applications:lo conduct joint -

that caused by pollo and then checking
whethee the POlIO virus ]S lmlecd the cause

- 6f the paralysis.

Viral inspection, facllmcs ‘thus play an’

: cs_scnhal role in combating AIDS and polio.

AIDS specmllsls al} ovér th world are
keeping a close watch én'the activitics of -
the Viral Research Institute al the
University, of Zambia: This is because
~ “research which has hitherlo been carried -

. research have been flooding in; dnd the
* Instituie fas became a major sousce for the
"gcneiaimn of research mformanon ‘on

HIWMDS in Afnca
{JICA Zambm Office)
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Current State of
Development

‘A Region Consis ng Mainly of
Small Countries

oanuc-.-sco-r--ustoao.e;oc-o--.-ucouogolnlnn

The Central- Amencm and Caubbe'm region
comprises 21 Countrlcs eight in Central America and 13
in the Caribbean. It occupies an area of 2.96 million
square kilometers (2.2%) of the world's surface, and is
home to 158 million people (3%) of the world’s
popu]al:on The economies of most of the-countries in this
region are bqsed on agricultife’ and are reliant on the
export of pnm'uy producc underpinned by The region's
plentiful naturdl resources: ‘The main mdusmes in the
Caribbean: countries are fisheries and tourism. With' the
exception of México, manulfacturing incustey and other

_industriés femain rélatively underdeveloped. Many
countrics in the region have problems of accumulated debt
and are engaged in a process of reconstruction. - The
region has many small countries - eight have land areas of
less than 10,000 square kilometers - and nine (or about
haif the total) have populations of less__tl_lan otie million.

The civil strife which began in the late 1970s and racked

nvironment . .

‘governments.

allcwaUcm of poverty art also nmpommt pomts 3
. whxnhneedtobcuddressed S .
- 2. Development foblowing the humcane damage L p
-7 n Octiober 1998, the Central Arerican and:
B Lanbbean region was struck by a hurricane of
unprcccdcnlcd propustions Lhat: eau d -4
“ierionmous dariage, * The other countries which =
- Tell victim to this Imrncane arc, now giving:
priofity (6 improvements in infrastructore and
disaster prevention on the basis of recoyery '
and regeneration plnm

'Indusma] and economic modem»rahon and
devc!opmcnt Have been accompanicd in this
‘ region by air and waler pollution ﬂnd_t_hc
generation of harmful: waste products:-
: Concentration of pop_ulali(in_ in metropolitan

) Hi;tricts has caused problems in pmcesging

Honduras

Central America for more than a decade devastated the
territories; of the countrics involved and wreaked havoc on
their economies.  Repercussions were felt by. neighboring
countries in Lhe form of refugee problenis.” A process of
transition to civilian government at fast begart to emerge in

" the carly 1980s, and all the countrics in the region, with the

sole excepfion of Cuba, now have democratically elected
Furthermore, all the countries of Central
America have now achieved peace, following the signing of
the Guatemalan peace treaty in December 1996, However,
the social and economic infrastructore of these countries was
severely (Iamage‘d'duriilg these years. Still loday, many
countries have inadequate social infrasinicture in areas such
as water supply facilities, health and medical care, and basic
education.
essential if these countries are'to solve these problenis,
including the problem of accumulated debt. '
In fall 1998, the Central American and Caribbean
fegion was struck by a hurricane of unprecedented
proportions, which caused enormous damage. Honduras,
which was especially hard hit, and the other countries that
feil victim to this hurricane are now giving priority to

- improvements in infrastructure® on the basis of recovery

and regencration plans.

Assistance: from advanced countries is thus-
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Tackling Priority

[ssues in J ICA
PrOJects

Independent promotion of
South-South cooperation
Mexico, the country \.\'i:lh the la_rgf:s;t lr'x'mrd area and
population in Central America, ‘has seen a solid

improvement in it status within the international
communily since conclusion of the North American Frce

“Trade Agrccm'enl_(NAFI‘A)_in January 1994 and its entry

to the Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD) in May 1994, The nation has
alrcady begun its own cooperation, albeit on a small scale,
with other countries in Central America and the Caribbean
and, as the leader of the region, has mcmponted South-
South cooper'iuon into its foreign policy. Therefore, from
the standpoint of implementing effective cooperation in
the Central American and Caribbean countries, the most
efficient approach would appear to center aclivities on
Mexico. Japan has been sending expeits on South-South
cooperation to Mexico since May 1998 to transmit Japan's
expertise and experience and to look inte the posmb:imcs
for cooperation and assistance. -

It was confirmed in the. technical coopcmllon policy
dlscuss:ons between the Japanese and Mexican
govemmems in Febroary 1996 that priority issues for_
cooperation between the two ‘countries would be the
environment and hum'm resources dcvclopmcnl
contributing to industrial development and regional
promotion. The main.example of cooperation started in
FY 1998 was a development study, “Study on Solid Waste
Management in: Mexico City”, the aim of which is to
formulate a medium- and long-term plan dealing w1th
waste in the Mexican capital.

Adding to'the _dpah-U..'S.
Common Agenda

~ The priority sreas for aid.to El Salvador are
stimnlation of the production sector {economic

Experls and JOCVs have been sent to Guaternata to
“disseminate primary education.

infrastructure, ete.), social develepment, and the
environment. The first project-type technical cooperation

scheme in this country,: lhe"‘Project for Strengthening

Nursing Education”, was begun in FY1997. “Civic

Society and Democmhz’luon in Ei Salvador was newly

added (o°the. Japan-U.§.-Common Agenda® on the

occasion of President Clinton's visit to Japan in Apsil

1996. This ‘was followed by a special country-specific

training program entitled *“Promotion of Civic Sociely and
Deinocratization” which has been held since FY 1997,

Support for Response to
Hurrlcune Damage

oln-o-c-otclol-uc’l'o-u|covs--'-'---u--lnuol

Nlcar'\gm is, with lhe cxccpllon of Haiti, lhe couniy
with the lowest levels of income in Ceniral America.
Agreement has been reached bétween the Japanesc. and
Nicaraguan governments that the priority areas for aid
should be social development and poverty measures,
social and economic mfms!mcture ‘the environment, and
democratization and economic stabilization, in addition o
cooperation with disaster, pmvenp;og in the light of the
damage caused by hurricanes. Technical cooperation has
involved implementation since January 1998 of a
devetopment study-entitled “Stindy ‘on a'ComprehcnSive
Transportation Plan for the Muricipality of Managua”. A
team of emergency | medical aid workels was sent to

§ Nicaragua following the humcane in October 1998." A

study team for promaotion of grant aid; project formul'mon
advisors, and infrastructure experls in fields such ag river
control, soil erosion and bridges were dlspalchcd to

‘provide cooperation with the recovery plan in the wake of

the damage inflicted by the hurricane.

ana Educahon for Glrls
from the Indlgenous Populahon'

-------'-avQolitoQlo-ooaaoocncto.-r-aoov-coo

In Gu'ltem'lla thf: govcmment 51gned a peace lrealy :
with' ]efl_wwmg guerrillas in December 1996, marking the



end of civil stife in that counley. This was followed in
June 1997 by the dispatch of an economic cooperation
survey misston, and it was confirmed that fhe priority. arcas
Tor aid would be the upgrading of social: infrasiructures
{education, medical cive, ete.), of economic infrastricture,
and of law involving tic govermment and the judiciary.
Mention should be made in particular of expanding
primary education among girls from the indigenous
population, which is an item on the Japan-U.S. Common
Agenda. In Y1996, TICA dispatched experts to
Guateinala 1o encourdge links and cooperation with the -
United Stites in this field. In FY 1997, Guatemalan.
administrators active in the-field of local education took
part in special country-specific training in Japan'and -
JOCVs were dispatched to take part in related activitiés. -

" Costa Rica has i{igh educational levels and a well-
organized social security $ystem. It has thc most
stable democracy in Central America. One of the main
examples of JICA's copperation with Costa Rica was
the “Technical Instructor and Personnel Training
Cenier for Industrial Development of Central America
Project” (project-type technical cooperation), which
was completed in August 1997, To ensure that the
resuits of ‘this project rebound on neighboring
countries, third-country training® under the title of
“Improving Produchwty” has been hcld at this lmmmg
cenler slncc BY 1997 '

LI - .
Extensive development needs
Following Nicaragua-and Haitl, Honduras is one of
the least developed countries in the region with
considernble development needs.  Japan Is providing
did in many forms. The priority areas for Japanese aid

are upgrading of basic infrastructure; the social sector

{health and’ tm’:_dical'ctlr'c) and human resources
developmént (education and personnel training). - As in
the case of Nicaragua, an eniergency aid team was sent
to Honduras following (ke hurricane disaster in October
1998. Project formulation advisors and a'study feam for
promotion of grant aid were sent to provide cooperation
willl lhe coublry's Tecovery plan, and infrastructure
experts in fields such as river control; soil ‘¢rosion and
bridges were dispatched toassist with technical transfer.

Although economic levels in Panama are gcncl‘aily
high, the country has the widest' gap between the rich and
the poor'séen in Central America. 1 recent years thers has
been depletion of forestry resoiirces dug to the use of slash-
and-bum methods aud tee-felling. In addition to the effects
on the-environment, there'is concern that the decrease in

" waler slorage volume miay ]nvc'reperénssibns on navigation
through the Panama Canal. Cooperation is thus required for
: ﬁ:{lucuon of poverly 'md en\'tmnmem'll conservation, TICA

Quieretaro State

Engmeermg and Industrlal Dévelopment: Center
for Small- and Medium- Scale Industrles in

[ _Me:xico :

Support for small- and medium-scale
enterprises through quality control
-,_guldance and consultations

(pro;ectotype techmcal cooperatlon)

+ Enthusiastic response to 1echn|ca|
improvement

Srancanvaaratibars uo.o-u.....----------..-u__

The 10wn of Queretaro isacated 210
Lilomelers neatlwesi of Mexico City. Itis

horiig to many. small- and medinm-seale -

cmcrpnses m:lnufnclurmg parl“. for
automobiles and houséhold electric appliances.
Introdugiion of technoldpy capable of
wnhslandmg séverd mlcmumnal compml:on
is an urgent task for companiés jn this region.

1n February 1998, JICA cbazked on a four- -

. yeur project under ¢he name of “Engincering

_and Endustrial’ Developroeny Center [CIDESI]
for Small- and Mediwm-Seale Industries in
Queretaro State” inorder to back up suiall- and

" mediuni‘scale businesses active in the state of .
Queretaro and ts vicinity. Since (his is the first -

project JICA has undenaken i this state, the

state go\ermnenl is.éxpressing areal integest, -
- and CIDESI has'had a constant- strean of -
important visitors, including the smto governor. -
tafi-are showing enormaus .
d [ull ¢onsideralion is being -
 givén o the pro_]ect buduel ‘and staff ulloc‘luon

The CIDESI
cnlhusmsm,

* Enlhuslasm tor quallty control

Seinwsseiderernred R L Y I T

The daily activitis of experts involve
lransfunng_cssenlml knowledge and skills
directly 10.€ounterparis* theough lests and

d|scuss[0ns on tbe \nm)u: ma(cm]s presenlcd to
CIDESI by smfl- and mediym-scale enterprises.
The puspose of the project is to provide (raining

which will enable the counterparts who'are the -

objecis of technology transfer® from the experts

. 'to provide appropiiate technical gutchncc to

small-and niedium-scalé enterprises in the felds
of materials 1€5ts and non-destnctive festing.

Actual suppor activities have inclucled visits . -
since May 1998 hy experts and counferparts to .
- afound 50 companies to.51dy the {echnical
. levels and matedial tesling pmccdun:s employed

by small- and micdium-scale corpinies; These

" éompanics lrave prescnted various requests to

- CIDEST, buta notable féature has been the targe -
number.of compaities expressing interest’in

Teaming about the Intemationat mqmrumems of
quality control. ; .

"_0 Alming to décrease re]ect rates

*Seminars for ﬁdmmlql:mms b smiali- and

mediom- scale cdmpanies and, training.
courses for expcncnccd teckinicians are due -
‘to he held on six-vecasions in 1999, In. .
addition to_disseminating the skills and

techriology ‘required by these pcop!c we
intead o select ter modet conpanies from
among the.companies we visit and, together
with the counterparls, prowde instruction and

ClaXe part in drscussmns on individual

Technical ransfer from experts is

. producing trained quallty controf
' personne! .

~techniéat pmhicmc aclual]y experienced by
~ shipll- and medivm-séalé.enterprises.

-We hope that, in the fulire, this-prajeet

wilk have the cffccl of increasing the volume .
of tests rcqucsicd from CIDESE, and that
there will be an increase in the number .
‘products improved as a’conséquence of

{echnical dlscussmns -
(HICA Mexico Office)
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has been de:ﬂing wilh these matiers since 1994 through the
“Forest Conservation T_eéhnical Development Project”
{project-type technical cooperation). FY 1998 has seen the
implementation of the “Plan for Development of Forest
Conscrvation Skills™ (projeci-type technical cooperation),
which aims to raise the incomes of small-scale fumers,

Support for :Common
Development Issues on a
_;Regl_onul Basis

N S R N N Y Y Y]

The countries of the Caribbcan are mostly small in
size and population; many have gained their
indepéndence in relatively recent years. Japan does not
have a strong record of Loopemtien in these countrics

‘because of thelr relatively high per capita income and

the small seale of their economies. Cooperation with the

Caribbean region, with its large number of small nations,
needs to involve support on a regional basis for common
development issucs, employing the resources of local

agencies such as the Caribbean Community and-

“Common Market (CARICOM). . Cooperation has so far

consisted of specially instituted regional training

(tourism development training, efc.) in Japan.

Relations between Japan and Jamaica, the ‘central
nation in the Caribbean region, have:béen growing
increasingly closer over the years: Cooperation is
currcatly occurring in both the loan aid and the technical
cooperalion sphieres. FY 1998 saw the start of the
“Project e Strengthening Health Care in the Southern
Region”, the aim of avhich is to suengthen ]nml hiealth
carc administration and se:vlces

‘The Dominican Republic is home fo m'my :mmlgr'mls
from Japan and cthnic Jnpanesé atul exténsive cooperation -

-is being prowded especially. in the tields of agriculture,

cducation, nnd health’and medical care, willr consideration
given to the interests of these people. It was, confirmed at
policy discussions held in April 1999 that the priority
issues to be dealt with would be’ mfrastiuclure “(roads,
bridges, etc.), fiealth and medical care, agriculture,
livestock farming,” fisheries, _edtlca_li:on and the
environment. ‘A start was made in FY 1997 with the
“Project for Agricullurai Development on Sloped
Terrains” (project-type technical cooper'mon) which aims
fo mlpmve the standard of living of small- smle farmers.

Indw:dual experts “Organlc
Farmmg Methods”

Dominican
- |- Republic

preadmg env1r0nmentally fnendly
farming methods

4+ Spraying with large quanlmes of

manﬁfactul‘cd, L‘ullwa(idn iests are.being -

(expert dispatch)

agncultura| chemlcals a dally
- oCcurrence

L LT LT T T TP O P,

The: Constaitza-district in the province of

La Vega lics a two-hour drive porth of the,
Dominican Républic’s capilal of Santo..,

Dowingo. “The districi;is siluated at an

allitude of 1200 meh.rs and ihaiks o ils cool

climate, is known as a pmducuon base for
highland \«cgchblLs Howsves;: the soil has’

 deieriomted considerably: through more than
- four decadcs of excessive use, and application

of large guaiitics of chemical fertilizer and

agricultural chcm_l;'ais has become routing in -

order ko malitain productivity.: Chemicals are

applied aimost daily by laboreis using their

bare hands; and the stench of these c]lemlcnls
is filling the valleys of Coiistanza, The

attendant gisks (o the health of not only the .

laborers lhcmsclvcs, but also of the lurge
number of pcop]c on fow incomes who Iwe in
this, disml:t is a maller uf (:om:cm -
+ A donstant stream of visitors

.u...-..........-..con..nnnnnununa-

Fapancse cxperfs on organi¢ Faiming

metheds were sent to Constanza in Apst 1997
The @im of the, project is 10 make use of the - -

organic waste products generated ii this district

* for agricultural pirposcs 1o show how the wse
of chemical fetilizer and cultivation rehant oo :

agricithural chenticals can be decreased, and to
popularize such organic methods among the
local people. Organic fertilizer is being

visitors lo ste’ the;

" perfonved in experiiiental fickds inside the
area, aud” exemplary .

vegelable. testing
cultivation is occurring in the producers' own
ficlds. “The cultivation tests have been

successfal in ilusiating Iisc cffectiveness of
. ‘organic Fuming 1mcthods in compasison wilh_
canventional metiiods, and harvesting resulls © &
- haye been’ cofroborated on imeds! firnis: The
i'irgc lefivees and garhc bulbs producle using
organi¢ methods have beén pﬂrllculn:ly well .
-receivéd, and there is a “constant Streaim of -
- Monthly prodiciion.of -
' femicpting organic fentibizet (bocassc} created
> throagh a process of irial and efror.with the
. _counlcrpaﬂs hius reached five tons, and ieis:
proving inpdssible to keep pace with: farmers! -
- demand,- We have decided 1o embark on anew
. plk)l project for a bocasse fertilizer plant. -~
- Allavish event to mark the aninostcerient :
“of this project was. Tekd al. Coiistanza. in
’ Fcbmary 199Y; the cveni was’ atlcndcd by
s arpand 130 peop]e mc]udmg represent'ulvcs Ll
- of farining groups, the Depuly Miniser from
" cthe Muustry of Agdcaltire and other senior

minisiry officials, membérs of the press,

- Japangse; mnugrcmts who Fanm Tocally, and’

representatives' of NGOs ‘involved in
contiibuting 1o Jocal develnpmenl lhmugh
eénvironmenfal conservation.

-4 Ongoing éfforts to overcome

disaster damage "

erréravenarnintnesntarriioe

Hurncane (‘corgc, wh:ch stmck the

. CXPUES lhereaf[er doubled. )
_achieve a rapid - rccovury, and everyonc

Organlcally harvested vegelables

--Donunu.an chubiic in Scpmnbcr I998

dcslroyed many of the secdlmg houses and -
flooded; the fields,” thcrcby neining inuch of
the lnfrdsl[uclurL wehich had been pit into
placc ver the preceedmg 18 months. “The
eir efforls 1o

including those warking in the. JICA office. -
fell proud and excited on the great day when
the miroduc(nry eveil 'was held Nlast uf
Constariza's population of arpund 53,000 ar
invelved directly ‘or indirectly in farmlng.

- and the resplts of this project will thus have
“a direct bearing ‘on their fulure prosperify.
L We Hops that this’ example will slimulate a

grealer awarencss among the people. of the: -
Dominican chublnc ‘of the need for -

. envuomuenlal MCASUIES, ; as this a\vareness :
remains low at-present.

(JICA Dnmlmcan Republ:c 0ﬁ'ce) : -
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