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Current State of
Development

Rc: id Recove from the
Econom;c Crms is the Key to
Economic Regeneration

.u--na--ua..-nillnc-o:cr'-l-lo-uc------nuép--

"The ‘effects’ of the Asian econmmc crigis that hit
' Southeast Asidin July 1997 rémain strongly in evidérice,
and many countries in this region arc being compelled to
‘take harsh austerity mesdsures and to review their
-'dévéiop’menf p'olicies. ‘In Indonesia and Thailaid,

economic resiructuring is taking place with the help of
the IMF agd the intemational commimity.

The Southeast Asian region plefsenl's’.:i'i-_nix of
countrics at various stages of development. These
include the. Asian “newly industrializing economies”
(NIES) such' as-Singapore. a'n'd'ane'i the founder
member states of ASEAN whlch underwent rapid
economic deveiopmem begmmng in the late 19805 as a

~result of an extensive inflow of foreign mvestmenl and
increase in exports; and finally, Vietnam, Laos and

Basic Principles
i . strengihéning’ sitpport

- markel economy sy.stc

suppoit wiH thérefo

0 miximize the cfrcuwcnnss of ag:
-+ Econdnic stability is also dependunl upon

sfabilization (suppost with. monctdr pohr;),'
g and indvstrial restructuring (supporlmg -
“stnall--and’ medivni-scate culerpnses‘ nd
l'ostenng peripheral ‘industries*).

- Further cgopesation will be, fequire
" “with the establishmént-of aji ‘efficient-

‘and Cambodia,: ~ Preventing™ further : i
o delermralmn ‘of the’ environment is an issue * -
“faced by every country

Indonesia

Cambodia, which are stnvmg to tuke off econmmcally
through the introduction of a market cconomy,

The ‘Asian economic crisis pul a brake on the
smooth economic developménl utidérway_ in Indonesia,
Thailand, the Philippines, and Malaysia. Most of these
countries have. taken austerity measures that have
aggravaled pmblems such as unemploymenl and
market sluggishness. With assistance from denor®
nations, each country has therefore been striving. fo
begin measures to stimulate employmcnt and provide
relief Tor vulnerable members of their societies.
Refmm 0f the financial sector with a view io achieving
economlc reconslruction is 1]30 an urgent issue. The
economic recovery.of this region will depend on how
rapidly the nations affected are able to extract
themselves from the crisis.

ICA Aid for

for !11acmeconnm|c -

min chinam HERES

in the region, and . si

re:be required for  JICA pro;ects

i
ia,
o
=
~
@
@,
[+
=]
S
w
(e}
[
-
®
o
«
b
ta,
£

53



54

Formation'of a Single
Cross-border Community with
the Official Admission of
Cambodia into ASEAN

S EEE PR R R ALt a b E RO R AS b e Rb it R aBEsBAbERS

Taan histotic _mo"\'e,.ASBAN_offic_ialiy admitted
Cambodia on April 30, 1999 at a-membership
raification cerémony in Hanoi, Vietnam: ASEAN,

' which forms-the axis of cconomic development in

Southeast Asn ultered a new era with all ten pations

of the Southeast Asnn lcgion as members. ((.'lmbodn )

was originally scheduled io join in summer 1997
along with My.mm'lr and Laocs,; but this proved
impossible due to its conunumg cwll slnl'e and
pO]lllC"l] dlsmder)

Wl[h the '1dmlssmn of Cambodm, ASEAN now

consists of a single cross-border community
comprising the whole of the Indochinese peninsula
and the island nations of the region.

Cooperalive

relations within the ASEAN region are thus set to

grow closer than cver before, increasing the economic
importance of the region; This is likely to stimulate.

the coincept of an ASEAN free trade area (AFTA)
aimed at increasing trade investment within the n,glon
and will provide further impetus to the consolidation
of cooperative relations between Asia and Europe
through the Asia-Europe Meeling (ASEM).

Cambodia

_Family Planning and Maternal and
Child Health Project, Phase i

| Phlllppmes |

" Regional forum on “Women's Health

and Development”

4 Summarizing the results of
provincial workshops -

LTy
.. The Philippine Family Planning and
M'ltemal and Child Health Project involved
aclivities in the field of reproductive heath*
conducted in six provinces of centrul Luzon, ,

In F¥1998, we were able to make use of a-
supplementary budget 1o cany oul gctivities'
which’ would not normally have bcen
possible; namely, o train administrators
active in tocal government as pat of our
activites aiimed at providing education gu: '
women's health.

“Women's health and dcvcmpmcm" is &
complex - issve  involving  sociology,
ecoiomics, culture and politics.  Workshops
“were held in separate prm'finces with the

{project-type technlcal ‘cooperation)

Question and ansiver
session of the
Women's Haatth and
Developmen'l

_ {GA.D) economlc se!f sul'ﬁctency of wnmen
- lmpm\r‘emcnls in sex education, knowlédge of

paruc:panon of representatives from the
elated departmenis, ' As « sumumuon of
{ ministriés 2nd

" these provmcml wurks‘mps Dr Ethelyn
Nieto; Director of Regional Health Office I,
‘the Dcpaﬂmcm of Healih, hosled a mglonal
forum on March 23,1999, - :

All the questioners were, wnmen suu[ the
answeis, wers provided by Dr Susan Pineda-
Mercadg, Undersecretary for Poblic 1ealth
Services; Dr Mayumi Luna, Deputy Executive
Birector of the Nalional Conunission on the
Role of Filipino Women, and Ms Estelito

Aquing, mayor of the mummpahty of Moncada

inthe province ufT'Lrlac

ity rcpﬂ:scnuh\'cs &

: of related government

“The debalcs ‘centered onl t\\o main loplcs

. -namcly, :.u_lpower_menl of women and equal
" participation of men and women in sustafilable
" development*, Six recomniendations were .

adopted on the subjects of meas participation
in child-rearing and houscivork, pelitical
_realization of “gender* and development”

endded the forem: Men |
: 7a€c0untcd for a good quarter of the audience;
. their pammpauan was far lmg‘.r U]'lﬂ had been -
7 expected, mdlc‘ltmg the unponmxceof mvo!vmg [
;. " men in women's issues.

“women_and both sexes wol
toward lhc1r niutual fulfi ilmeat: . This pave .

‘Tocal Luzon newspapers

_méa and wonien's bodily differences and. -
: strcnglhcnmg of family’ toads. - Dr Pincda-

Mercado p]aycd an umhuswshc tole in the

" question and answer session.

A dance ‘wiis then pz.rformed ‘on ihe

sub_]ect of 'men who take a dlscnmmamry_ o
* altilude toward womien; the. dance pmsemed

mén coming to undcrsiand the v1ewpomt of

the gvent'a typlcally Fllipmu touch. The
forum’ received euunsu’e coveragc m lhe

CSICA Phlllppmes fo“ ce} "

g together - .



Tackling Priority
Issues in JICA
Projects

lmplemenhnfg Emergency Aid
- with Maximum Use of the
Supplementary Budget

lll‘lild.llIllIlI.!llll.ll.!.'..!l’ﬁ'.""'

' The countrles of Southeast Asia are ranked highest
in terms of project lypes, CO5ts and. personnel involved
in JICA projects as well as receipt of JICA aid.

The mosl- lmpmtant feature’ of' }lCA prOJects in
Soulhe'as! Asia i lS the- predommance of emergency aid
to combat the Asnn cconomic crisis. Aid of ‘this type -
involves dealmg \V]lh 1he shoriage of qu‘lilflccl people
in-the flcld of ‘economic managenient (this is
considered: to be one of the factors which precipitated
the ¢risis) through (he ASEAN Integraied Personnel*
Developmeént: Programme, support for reform of the
financial scctor it connection withi processing of b'ld_ _

© debts, ‘etes, and support for the wefikest members of
society, who lend to fare worst m an ecom)mlc crisis.
‘In FY1998 JICA provided such supporl o lhe ttné of
¥2.85 bllllon by making . m'ixlmum nse of the

supplementary budget, and we' mtend to, conlmue."

providing such support in FY 1999 and thereafter.’

Specxf;cally, JICA actwmes have mvolved the

tialmng of lmmedlaiely needed petsonnei (ﬁmncm] :

to work in small and medlum scale enterpnses and )

penphelal mdustnes via intensive cxperl dlsp'llc,h 'md -
Iocal trammg Ass:slance Awith the training of
pcr‘;onnel in the fmancni sect_' T has involved ihe

dispatch to- Indones:a and 'Ihall'md of adwsors in the,
trade finance and smiatl- and- medwm caEe emerprlses
finance: flclds togcther v1t11'tf1e presentatlon of'

-seminars on. fostermg and upgmdmg‘ capml markets in -

Indonesia, . In Oclober 1998, thé I'ip'mese governmcn!
announced the “New Mlyazawa Plan “which’ involves
supportlng ‘Asian ‘countiies (partacn[arly those in
: ASEAN) with funds amounlmg to 'US$30.billion; Full
economic recovezy of the Asian counlncs 1s dependcnt ’

.Philippines

upon 1he construction wnhm Asia of a robust i n'mcml
system-{fund- r(nsmg mechanlsms) makmg use of
private finds from b_olh inside and otitside the region.
It is - hoped that any move in this direction will cven
provide Japan with cconomic stimulation through
internationalization of the yen and revitalization of the
Tokyo stock market.

Under the “New M:ydz.l\m Imlmuvd’ JHCA s

dispatching experts and prescating scminars as ways lo

‘provide the technical and personnel support required

for:the Smooth injection of funds and the construction
of financial systems within Asia.
In“support. of the socmlly Vll]l]()rdblc JICA is

_concentraling on health and medical care; poverly
. alleviation, and educational projects of direct benefit to

local communitics in collaboration w:lh NGOs and
other organmuom

| | Réci,ifyihg Regional and Social

" Class Income Imbalances
“AR iimm.cdiaté'pricn"i_‘ty in_Indonesia, Thailand, the
Philippines and other founder member states of

ASEAN is the reciification of regloml and social ¢lass
income imbalances. In the Philippines; support is

'bcmg pmv;ded for the government's social reform
‘agenda that spemf:es several provinces in. need of
. poverty: allewauon measures Indones:as development
“policy.is réceiving assistance.in ifs, atiempt to shift
i _devclopment from-Java, which had been the prime
- focm of ‘past’ development to the, eastem part of the
- country Supporl is dlso belng pmvuled for the
- implementation ol the Thai govcrnmcnts pollcy of :
";upgradmg focal ‘infrastructure as ‘part of ils efforts to
rectify imbalances between mciropohlan B'mgkok and
“ the regions.” '

“The loss of fo;csls an and water polluuon, and

'other‘r'lpldfy occurring signs of environmental .

[p1sy ssp3yin0g) / | uoiBay upisy ¢ £
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degradation have accompanied the economic growth,

which occurred throughout Southeast Asia during the,

1980s and 19905._ A receit devclopment has been the

extensive damage to Indonesm and Malaysia by the .
To deal with these *
" problems, the .!apancse government has been provulmg .

smoke generated from forest’ fires.

grant aid and: yen loans for the upgradmg of
environmentat facilities, dispatching cxperts ‘and
providing project-lype lechnical cooperation in the
fields of policymaking, orgamz'ltloml consolidation,

" and eénvironmental monitoring.

“Supporting “South-South
Cooperahon” within ASEAN

lnl.illl.DOIDIIl.l.l-tlilcl.i'.-clIllllIllll

“South-South cooperation*” mvolves more’ than
merely the receipt of aid by several countries within a

region: it ‘is developing countries themselves

becoming donors to assist other less developed
countries. Japan has stated both at-home and abroad
its support for cooperation of this type. South-South

" Thailand in August of the same year.

cooperation was an impaortant item on. the agenda

~ during Prime Minister Hashimoto's visit to ASEAN in
Janvacy 1997.

In May 1998, at the behest of the
Japanese government, 15 countries (including those of -

" ASEAN) took part in a “South-South Coopemtlon

Support Conference” in Okinawa,

In terms of South-South coopcntlon wnh ihc
ASEAN nations, Japan concluded separate partnership
agresments with Smgapore in J'muary 1994 “and with
. These
agreements were concerned with the creation.of &
framework under which Japan and these countries
would provide technical cooperation to other
developing conntrics by sharing the costs as equal
partners, In FY1997, Japan and Singapore embarked
upon the “Parmer‘;hlp Progr'\mme 217 (JSPPZI) which
established a new framework for the furthcr
deve]opmenl of the ongmal partnershlp agreements.

The partnership- program betwéen the two
countries had until then been limited to third- counlry -

‘training*, but ISPP21. has entailed expﬂnsmn of the

program to include the joint recrmtmenl of experls
and the presentation of seminars in third countries

within ASEAN. A start was made in FY 1997 with

The Japan-Malaysia Technical Institute (JMT1) | Malaysia |

Human resources development -
essential for advancement

(project-type technical cooperation)

+ Labor shurtagas and e
|nduslnal advancement contin

dertastatrasiesageerin
O\.cu

pushed forward with industrialization by
actively encouraging formgn invesiment -+ 2

strategy that has gesulted jn the capid growth
of ‘its national economy.” However, a' :

- conscquence of this growth has been an
increasingly serious shorage of manpower.

This has comipetled industries. where this -
s.hoﬂage i most wasked to etploy foreigners

Marge numbcrs, including illegal
’ :mmlgranm I addition fo the labor shortage,

Malaysia.is haviag to cope with other -
developing countries rapidly. catchmg up in.

the race toward development,;

‘In: response o’ this situation; 'thc,x
:llaysmn governmeni is 1[11p1cme:1ung'lls, .
7th “Malaysia Plan™ {1996-2000). The focus ..
is on (he development of high added value -

and capital-intensive high-tech fndusties that

do riot rely oir extensive cheap foreign Jabor.

- Training of personriel skilled in,
high-tech industrial technology: -

MaraaEbabsarsbaTaREERsIR IR ORI o netananbainee

The Malaysnn Ministry “of Human

" Resources decided to'set up sevesa] training
institutes 1o satisfy the demand for workers
with the '1dvanct:d skills rcq\urcd by lugh l:cch i

the. past decade or so, Malaysia has ™~ -

:elccimmcs

L80!
“te !hc ‘ostablishavent of IMTI was réstricied o

mdusmes A request was submnucd :n July ’

* 1993 to the Japanese governaiént for fectimicals
. cooperation with the establishment of the |
- Japun-MaJaysia Technical Instituté (JMTI). .
" Bvery year, JMT aceepis 50 new sluu‘ems :
in.the falloiving four technical fields: -
" information lcchnology,
-~ ‘production and mechatrdnics. The Insfitute -
currently has 600 students, all high-school

graduales. " Having completed the three-year

cotiese, the students are awarded & diplpina in
industrial engineering and gain employnicat |
. with.local companies, including Japanese ™.

" 'companics active in Mataysia. We hope that

“these JMTI geaduates will make o significant

« : contribution o ecoionmic dcvclopmcnt in

Malaysm in the future, ;
.Cooperatlon Ied by the .

!argc machmery cmploymg state of-the- arl

" ‘technology 'such as industeial robot syslcms .
The focus of Iapauese coupcmllon in thig -
particular case is placed on activitics suchas’

-the’long-term (five-year) recriitment of .
“Japancse ¢xperts and the training “of

Malaysian instructors’in Japas, In contrast,

- thils ‘considérably largcr than'{ ; .
- j-_"i‘he buildings are du¢ o be Fnished ‘At the -

lhe Malaysmns are msponssble fo. ln-g'
the Livildings, purchasing most of the 1ra1mng-

-5+ materials, and fgoting the bllls fur operationial * _.

end of 1999: . Training has been under way'

~ since July 1998 in temporary buildings inside N

the grounds of CIAST (Cenlie for Instructors ;-

.-."'md Senior Skills Training), which was .
’ prcvmmly set up with cooperauon from the
E _Japancsc gmemmmL

(JICA' M1laysna Ofﬁce)




presentation of a joint seminar on promotion ol trade

and investment in Laos, followed by a similar seminat

in FY1998. in May 1998, joint experls in community
" policing from Japan and Singapore werc seat to South
Africa and a local seminar on this topie was also held.
The partnership program betweén Jap'm and
Thailand has included assistance for Laos in the
form of special country-specific training conducted
within Thailand in the fields of afforestation
dissemiiiation and sustainable highiand agriculture.
Four Thai experts have also been dispatched lo Laos
in this connection. '
© A South- South Techmcai Coopemuon Cemre

was opcncd in Jal\'uta in March’ 1998 with assistance
from the government of anel. Third- coumry o

training -aimed at African countries haﬁ been taking
place in Indoncsm since FY1998, and, desplle the ill
effects of :the cconomic crisis, vatious Soulh- South
Cobperation activities are bcmg planned to take place
‘at the South:South Technical Cooperation Centre.
JTapin is providing support for the Centre through

grant aid by supplying eqmpmenl and nnterlals fur_

wsc in confercnces. i :

One example of South: Soulh cooperanon in whlch
Japan. is involved-is the- C'lmbodrm trilateral
cooperation® project “Plan for the Stable Relocation of
Cambodian Refugees and Rural Development™.  This
has'been_ under way since 1992 with the aim of
enabling Cambodian refugees returning to.their
country to -re- establish themselves-

of agricuhiural tand. Japan and ASBAN (Indonesia,

Malaysia; the Philippines,and Thalland) have
collaborated in sending’ experts o Cambodia to.

support development in rural areas in the fields of

agricalture, improvemen_ts in living conditions,

education, and public health. In FY 1998, 31 experts
were sent from ASEAN co_unt'r'ies. )

through-
nnpmvcmenls in niral mfrastructure and dcvelopmen['

Support for the Introduction of
a Markef Economy to Vietnam
Proves a Major Success

GataNsac AP s R bR A UB O NS AR REABERARERRORLERD

'J_ﬁpml‘s ODA Guidelines arc concerncd particularly
with efforts to iniroduce market-oriented economies into
developing countries. In line with this policy, JICA is
providing cooperation aimed at strengthening the
administrative structures and jmplementation capacity
required for the introduction of a mavket econoy in
Vigtnam, Cambodia and Laos. | We have also been
coopérating with infrastructure upgrading and the
development of human resources to stimulate the
ccononmcs of these countrics. -

[n the case of Viztnam, a development survey dr'\ftmg
proposals for meditim- and tong term devclopment
planning was begun in FY 1995, the results of which were
discussed at the conference of the Victnamese Communist
Party held in June -1996. This cooperation produced
results that could not have bgen_gxpeéted with the
standard edrlier types of cooperation as it had a direct
wfluence on development policy at:the state level. A
strbngly expressed request from the Vielnamese
government formed the basis of the second phase' of the
development survey that was begun in December 1996
assessing (he {ransition to a market cconomy. ' Follow-up

vas performed at the conclusion of this project at the end
-of 1997, and preparations are currently under way for the
- third phase before the end of FY1999. Japan and Vietnam

will continue to push ahead with efforts toward a market
economy, advocated by earlier development studies.
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_ta study ways io stimulate a market economy.
“same time, projects emphasizing humanitarian and

Traunsition to a. market economy system :i's
dependent upon impr‘ovcmehtﬁ in legal systems
moideled on those of the western industrialized
countries.- Smce December 1996 JICA has been
provldmg coopemllou for the upgrading of the
Vieinamese legal system within the h‘lmcwor]\ of
pivolal assistance with important policies*,

In Myanmar, experts were sent in FY1995 to provide
assistance with the ()pf:ml'uJ up of the: coumr)' s economy
and training participants were invited to Japan i in FY 1996
At the

emergency aid are also being implemented for the benefit
of the poor and ‘other socially vulnerable sectors of
sociély who are most suscepiible-to the disorder which
arises'in the wake of economic réform. - Such pl’OJCClS
include the provision of the polio vaccing, grant aid for
e).p'mdmg nursing colleges, and sending: long-lerm
experts to assist farmers in switching from the production
of opium poppies to substilute crops.

Upgrading of the Cambodian legal system has
involved special country-specific training since
FY1995. Since FY1997 gssistance has beei expanded
to include the recruitment of long-term experts, which is
now being combined with special country-specific
training, to achieve legal reform. !

“"Myanmar -

The Seed Bank Project | Myanmar

(pro;ect-type techmcai cooperatlon) -

Agrlcultural development through conservation
of global resources and breeding materials

“# Gollection and conservation of '
high-quality breeding materfals as
an urgent priority -

.. : Muintenance and Gonservation of hrm[cd
global resources s an urgent topic of global
proportions.- In the case of uscful plants, =
conservation of the geries that detertiine their -
character and . propertics. is bécoming
.increasingly imporant.” The rapid growth in

_ the cultivation of improved specics in

- evidence . in- recent years. has “been
accompanied by the sudden disappearance of -
indigenous species and closely refatéed witd .
spedics. . The.disappearance of the high-
quniiiy genes puséesééd by ihd’geno_us o

7 without assisfance.

specie"s and closé]j; ‘ré]'iléﬂ ‘\‘vi['d s'pecie's
are adapted .to.-varied envlronmemal
conditions ranging from lhe 1mp1cal lo Ahe

1o managc p]nnl Imsed gcm:lu: resources )

g Eslabllshmg a seif~rellam conlml

ll |s of: priiary imporlance to cslablish a

Self releance of .
oounlefparts ln\ngormes
the whole project

practical in‘iihi_ng'in self-reliant management.
Second, the’gncouragement of wiceiings .

- of alk kinds, qmce this enhznccs awareness of |
. i - participation: -
M R AL Lastly; |denl|ﬁcatmn of tie m(]wldu’:l-
. =rcsc'lrch topics to be. undenakcn, since the

subtmplcal But lhcrc has been a rapld i
incredse in'the qummy of geneuc rcaouru:s_ :
*.faced wilh irmminent cxtlnctlon ‘that rcqulre
urgenl weasres to éollec and conserve them. .

This- pr()jEC! goi under way on June -1,

1997 with tic twofold aim of maintaining and °
. conserving -global - resources and “of -

contributing "to-’domestic. 'lgrlcullur'll
‘development throngh the prcservalmn of

. breeding materials. -
COul'llc!'Pﬁl.’tS re bculg lralned 10 be able .

conirol system 10 ‘enable the maintenance and

“ 2 eonservation of seeds in good condition. Al
“stafl membets necd o be cominitied to this -
- goal 43 non- lechmcnl faciors, such as .
* indjvidual commitment, motivation and role

.- awarendss, alsd affect cobperation activities,

in pnmcular. lhe !'ol[ow:ng lhrcc pomls

Trive fo be bomie in mxind:
First, the' encquragcment of decision-

_ making - and “problem-solving by the
* courderparis* themselves, since this provides

: self-refrancé of each mseamh_nr will sllmula[e .
: lhe project as A whole.

“The aw mkfiuw ol' gcmtlc fesources:
ccm_lroi tas become well esmbll;shcdr aver the
past couple of years. * But there are still many

" topics to be confronted before the project

aclieves wide-scale international recognition.
The whole teamn is Tiom in ils belief that the
key to success lics in slowly- but surely

bmldmg up relations with counterparts,

QICA Myanniae omc.:)




Asian Relon T
(East and Southwest Asia)

i

Maldives

Notes: Newr: Naw expert _spatch-or training acceplance programs in FYEBQ&
Dngoing: Conmued fror ¢ before FYIQQ?
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Current State of
Development

dmmlstrahve Reform and
'Promeotion of Reform in
State-Owned Eni‘erprlses are
Urgent Priorities

T N T T I

In the Bast Asian region, China has witnessed a

_repeated cycle of high-level and low-level growth since

1979, bit has managed nevertheless 1o achieve an
astonishing degree of development hs)‘erﬂging close to 10%
a year. However, a number of problems are now
emerging. These inchulé factors contributing to instability

on the macrocconomic front, the provwth of poverly and .

regional imbalances, delays in social developmcnl Factors
contributing to msmb:hly it long: term ﬁgncuituml supply
and demand, and environmental deterioration.

Growth of the market ecconomy is -being
accompanied by the dwindling of financial functions
within the national economy. Recovery from the budget
defici) is impeded by the stagnation of fiscal revenues,
the provision of compensation for losses incurred by

pi’o’duéls_' of -

o ecnnm‘mc de\elopmenl are pamcula:ly
i i, I:nvtronmentnl problems

Fii ndship anmnmemal Prot&clmn
i+ JICA Is holding discussions with the Chi
“goverament and other donais* to consider the
dissemination of‘a model pmjecl typ
'prognrn Tor the alleviation of poverty.

Southwcqt Asia is one of the poo
g reglons of the wnrtd with_four of ihe sevén.
counlrics in the’ rcglon L]ﬂSSIrlEd as LLDCs¥,
Escly'country in the region is pushing dhead " hi
.. :with nation-building while having-to

.- confront many difficult economic and social =
problems; ‘consequently, they have a sirang*

China’

statc-owned enterprises and price’ subsidies necessitated
by the delay in reform of these enterprises. “Thicre is thus
an urgent need for reform of state-owned enterprises and
for, administrative reform in response. Moreover,
although economic development is flourishing in coastal
anid urban disnicls df Chim, inland and urban areas have
been left behlnd in 1997 there’ were around 50 million
people in China living in conditions of '1bsolute povcrty

.China's food problems have stabitized for the time being ‘

with food production currently totaling around 500

- million tons, but production and supply of cereals

remains -unstable and medium- and short-term
production is fluctuating greatly.

Environmental Pollution
'Wors"ened_ by Development

Envuonmental poiluhon pfamcul'u]y in the cities, is
growing increasingly serious as the markel economy
continuecs to expand. This worsening of the environment

- and wotien




is affecting (he hiéalth of the'people and there is now
'conc'ern that, through the inflnence of acid rain, it will
spill over mto neighboring countries, Also, as evident in
the ﬂoodmg of the River Y"mgu.e in 1998, forest
conservation. and aifolcst'ltlon {in its middle 'md uppet
: 1cachcs) isa prcssmg, issuc. . :

In Mongoln lhe confusion that aCCOmpﬂmed lhc

~adopiion of open.economic policies and the transition

to the market cconomy: has pmvxsnomlly been
resolved lhrough the Mongolian® government's
“eednonic Slﬂblllz’lllﬂl‘l policies, gaidance from the
IMF, and overseas economic assistance. - However, the
infrastructure, machinery and equipment acquired
from the former Soviet Union is .becowming

in¢reasingly dilapidated and this is blocking attemipts -

to stimulat€ industry. Corporate privatization js taking
place in line with ihe change of gconomic system, but
there are deficiencies in management of- the newly
privatized companies on the principles of market
ccoronmics. Training of management personnel is (hus
an urgent priority.

A Region Containing .

50% of the World's Poor
The SOﬁlhwési Aéi'm réQidn consists. of seven
nations: B'mgla(le';h Bhutan, [ndia, the M'lidlveq
‘Nepal, Pakistan, and 8ri-Lanka. It has a population of

approximately 1.2 billion, or one-fifth of ‘the global
'popul'mon With the cxcepuon of the Maldives and

Sri Lanka, per. capita GNP throughout the region’ is

less than US$500, with 560 million people’in the
region classified as poor - d[’DuIld half of the world's
poor. Together wnh elhnic; cultural, religious,
linguistic and clunanc dwers:ty, low economic and

income levels are factors, conmbulmg [14] reg:oml :

political and soc.m] instability. :

.With the cxccptlon of the, M'lldwcq where thc main

industries are tourisin and fisheries, the principal indusiry
in thé coumues of Southwest Asia is agriculture, which'is
surcvpub!e to the mﬂuence of climatic Londmons The
structure. of tmdc mvolvcs the cxporl of primary
commodities such as agrlcu]tuml produce and textifes
and the import, of machmery and olher capltal goods:
_ This means that these countries' economies are casily
influenced by fluctuations in the internationat prices of
primary productq A situation that has resulted in most
_countries running constant irade deficits.

Reallzmg a'Free Trade Zone

N R LR R N R R R N

Like most countries, that gained _lhéir independence
after World War 11, those of Southivest Asia initially
aimed 10 become econowically self-reliant by protectling

their domestic industries through import substitution .

policies. However, following Sri' Lanka, which

-embarked on liberalization in 1977, India, Pakistan,

Bangladesh and Nepal have been moving in the
direction of economic liberalizaiion and are promoting
policies of deregulation and encouraging investment and
exports.- These economic policies have recently borne

Ariit: the economies of the countries of Southwest Asia
-have been growing due to the' development of light
‘industry, especially textiles, Nevertheless, as is clear

from the fact that per capita GNP in the region amounts

" to only US$160 to US$900, Southwest Asia remains the

poarest 1eglon of the world with the greatesi
development néeds, inctuding as it does Four LLDCs*

-(Bangladesh, Bhutan, the Maldives and Nepal).
The Souib Asian’ Assoc_lauon for Regional

Cooperatioi (SAARC)* came into being in December
1985 with the aim of building technical and cooperative
reldtions among these seven natigns irrespective of

" political considerations. SAARC now provides a lorum

for lively diaog between the member nations which may
in the future lead o the establishment.of a free trade area.
In 1996 Indla dnd Ncpal congluded an agreemenl on the
mtcgralcd dcvelopmcm of the River-Mahakali; and in
December that year India and Banghdesh conchuded an

_agreement on-distribution of water from the River
"Ganges.

Coﬁope,rati_onl between countries in the region
atmed at de#elopn’ncnt ‘extending over national borders is
thus becoming increasingly common in the spheres of
irrigation, flood control and electric power development,

I,

{pisy seruiN0g pup iso3). / 1) ucIBay UDISY

61



62

Tackling Priority

Issues in JICA

Projects

- Moaking use of Japan s
Experience for
Corporate Reform

-‘a--un‘.-.apn|nn---uc-qc-oaacvo.oblllluc-o-

China is conlmumo to un(fcrgo rapid economic
deveélopment which brings various problems in its wake.
At 1.27 billion, China's populalion is the largest in the

world, and’ continucs to increase at an annual rate of 15 -

million. The direct and:indirect problems resulting from

this population increase are global issues which affect not .

only:Asia but the whole world. ‘Poverty and regional
imbalances, the increasing severity of environmental

problems; -uncertainties surrounding agricultural

development and food supply, reform of state-owned
businesses, and promotion of small- and meditm- scale
businesses all require an immediate response, and occupy
priorily positions within the context of aid for Chi!]kl:. i

. The-issucs of poveity and regional imbalances |ieed_ o
to be dealt with promptly through cooperalion with

elementary education, health and medical care services,
and upgrading of the social ml'msm:clmc cSpccnlly in
impoverished inland areas. :

Since it is impossible to become dnr:clly mvolved in
environmeital measires jnvolving 1he=wholc_ of China,
environmental pl'obl'ems have to be addressed in the

following two ways. Fi irst, by éncouriging a gredtex degree
of. sclf-hielp on the part of the Chinese through policy -

dialog.' Secondly, by providing lateral ‘support for the
mltonwule dissemination of environmental iechnoiogy
and facilities thlough the-efforts of the Cinnese themselves
on the basis ol cooperation prowded pnncip'l!]y at The
Japan-China Friendship Environmental Pratection Cenlel,*
~Response 1o food problems involves the continualmn

of activities previously. subjcet to coopération such as - -

irrigation, drainage and agricultural mechanization; along
with attempts to strengthen’ post-harvesting and .other
aspects of the agricultural infrastructure. . Céoperation with
improvement and rectification of agricultural produce
distribution and with research and testing of plant-bascd

" state-owned enterprises.

Pakisian

geneltc resources sced produclmn, and selectmn of
appropriate species are also effective’ \vas of éncouraging
increased food production. " Efforts are being made'to
increase prodiction and to raise the income levels of
farmers ihrough cducation aimed at disseminating f'mmnv
techniques and upgrading Farmers’ organualmns _

Relorm of state-owned enterprises requircs thc
transfer of Japan's own experience in corporate refonn
together with systemic imp'ro'vchénts involving social
network structures 'v;sisling's{af { who have lost jobs as a

consequience: of corporafe reform, “and including efforts

to upgrade housing, pension bané_fns, eridowment o
insurance, uinemployment insurance, and health .
insurance. Fostering and supporting small- and
medium-scale enterprises’ is important also bccause these

“enterprises may provide a safety net for the poor and for

workers who have beén laid off:as a result of reform of
"As well as presenting Fapan's -
owin experience of encouraging small- and - medium- -
scale enterprises, efforts are also being made to train
bankers and other workers in the financial scctor.

Provision of the Intellectual
_ Support® Required for the
Transition to a Market Economy

ai.uc'o.o.t'.l_.n_tllODIQsto.cncnlllip!l.i.t.

* Uniil the 19805, Mongolia's itlfra‘}fl'l..l(::lltl-l‘.f:. had been -

- suppmted wuh aid I'rom the fmmcr Sovml Umon Thc
cessation of thi§ aid followmg mdependcncc lcd to the npl(l o

dcteuomtlon Of lnﬁaslmclules lel'ltmg fo etlergy supply,
tlafﬁc, commum(:'\tlons and lr'mspoﬂ'ltmn It becanie an.

- tirgent priority. to Tehabilitaite these facilitics, to introduce
Citew leclmology, to 1mp!emem manaaerml reforn, 'md o

train pcoplc in the’ upgraditig of administrative systems.
There was now a ‘stiortfall of skifled people after 70 yedisor
50 of communisny (o effect the transition fo a market

economy. In:tellcc_lual suppon* is thus bcmg pravided in .

conmection with economic policy, legal upgrading, and -
administrative reform, The principal industry of farming



and cattle breeding.account for 40% of the Mongolian
GDP. JICA is cooperiting in this area with improvements
in the managerial systems employed by cooperatives and in
methods for (he' distribution of farming and livestock
produce, de\'elopmu\t and ‘dissemination of hrmmg
techndlogy, and encouragement of livestock farming.

Changes in the political system have brought about :
sudden deterjiortion in social services such as health and
medical ¢care and education. Cooperation is therefore being
provided for strengthening of plans to increase the
availability of vaccinations and to improve key hospitals.

Exploring’ Possibilities for
Cooperation over a Wide Field

.-‘-u‘!Jo‘o'lcu-.-ocloo-oootv--lo-n-aclnl-o

Bfmghde.sh is one of the Tnost impoverished meincs
in Southwesl Asia and is affected almost every year by
floods, 'md other natural (Imstcm An 'mmml cousullnuvc
study mgsion on grant and loan aid was sent to B'mﬂhdesh
in March 1999, followmg which Japan: expresscd its
intention of conlnmmg to give priority (o coopcmlmn for
'hwlth and medlcal care, education, ihe efvironment and

human m.ﬁ,ourccs development. Projects started in recent

years include the “Poultry Management “Technigues

Improvement Project”, an example of project-type techpical

‘assured of steady, sustainable growth.

" cooperation aimed at improving the nutritional standards of

the Bangladéshi people and in pittticular at raising the
standards of living of small-scale farmers. Surveys were

‘also carried out in the-western part of the country (close to

the border with India) on possibilities for cooperation in the
ficlds of arsenic pollution, maternal and child health, and
elementary education,

Nuclear Testing: a Bartier to Aid

.c-.--a-o-.o.--n----uu-ov--on-'a-o------o-n.

India has been w1messmo hl“h levels of economic

growth over recent years, although tlae nation stitl has
major devclapment needs to satisfy before it can be
Several factors
contrlbute to this situation: population growth,
envirorumental dt,ienomlmn caused by concentration of the
po;)ulduon in cities. and ‘the existénce of an extremely

lurge number of “poor people, \vho account for as-much as

one-third of lhc population. A high-level mission on

- economic and technical cooperation sent to India in March

1095 identified three priorily areas for cooperation, namely
improvements in econonic infrastructure, eradication of
poverly, and conservation of the environment.: FY1998

" saw implementafion of the “Projeci for Prevention of

Emerging Diarcheal Diseases” and the“Project for
Promotion of Populising Practical Bivoltine Sericulture

"The Ma’ternai and Child Heaith Project

-[Mongolia |' _

Dehver;ng preventatlve vaccmes to g
children living on the Mongohan plalns

0 Childrén's hopes expressed m
palrmngs on vehicles =

+ Free supplies of iodine prowded by
- Chiba Prefecture

. Mental retardalion among chl_ldrcn and’
stillbirths caused by iedine deficiency
disorders (lDD) ar¢ iclatively comimen in
Meongolia. - Although - the, BExpanded
Prograinme, of {mmunizatior (EPD) plart dhat
ainied -to -inerease’ “the m;n]ablllly ‘of
prcvenlal]vc vaccmauon startcd during ihc

- 1960, intermutional agcncics 4r¢ clied on to
., provide the vaceinies. This particelar project
is concernéd with elnmmalmg 1D and
enabling Mangolia to implerent the EPi plan :
by itself. We have begun work:ng [T achlcvc T
thesé l.lrgels in collaboration with WHO and
' Unicef, boih of which have, been acuvc in
these fickds in the past, - ; :
IDD measures mvolve lmpmvemcnts o
laborateries;- training of staff, disseintnalion
and provisian of ml‘onnalion_on fodine salt
and the setling up of a munimnng Syste.
The idding mdmpemab]e Tor IDD measures s
obtained without chiarge from Chiba
Prefecture in-Japan -‘one of the word's .
fargest producers. The ioding salt is added to
" ordinary table salt for nierimal consumption. -

n’ l.DI'lnEC[I()I'I with EPI, we have bccn _
involved in the' provision ofa ¢cold chiain
vaécine network and diagngstic cquipment
for illnesses covered by EPL as wetl as
" training stalf and making peoplé aware of the -
. need “for. vacéination,
vaccination. demands a high dcgrcc of -
. mobility mvo!vmg conveyarce of vaccincs,
. supervision, of - the cold chain petwork, and .
:field exantinatich to chéck on whether ©
; mfecuous digeases have becn emdn:ﬂled
«The Japanese govcmmcnt _mmccl with
<" Unicef to’ provide 21: Russian-made jecps to
be'used speeifically for dealing with
A children's painting
compclmon was orgamzed fo, make people "
~awaré that these jéeps were being uscd o
_:ptowde vaccmallons for childrer.. We -
“irecéived 169 suhimissions for paintings tobe
' decoralcd on the side of the jéeps, The
ceremony ak ‘which the jeeps were handed
- over also provided ‘an epporiunity 1o .
cotimend the chifdren who had sbuitted the
bcsl p:ummgs Followmg a rcndmnn of lhe )

" infections discases.

(pro;ect type technical cooperahon)

~ Preveniative.

) decorated 1eap

FPI campaign song; lhc car kuys wem handed :
pver to BPI rcpmsmtauves mld thc Teads of
hca.llh centers from 21 regions.

“The jeeps, “decorated with 1he \h:m.
spitning désigns, then drove oui of Sukhe
Bater Square in the center of Ulan Bator. The
jeeps traveled cast and west, info the descrt
and toward the! pl:ms on their way foward
their reswciwe piovinces, beanng tlie hopes
of the project for the: health of mothers and
" - children throughout the country. -~

(J iCA \'longolm OI i cc)
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Technology”. (project-type technical cooperation), ﬁl_ong

with the “Study on Highway Bypasses” (development -

study), which aims to alleviaie traflic congestion in the

- major cities and to improve the urban environment..

However, in May 1998 both’ Tidia and Pakistan
con(Eucted underground nuclear (ests. In accordance with

Japai's ODA chartee, the Japanese government responded

by halting all new yen loans and new grant aid (excluding
aid of an emergency or humanitarian natre and grassroots
grant aid*). A cautious approach to the provision of funds
to the two cotntries by financial inslititions involved in
international development was also instigated. (These
measures were subsequently feviewed in connection with
financing provided by financial institutions to Pakistan.)

Focus on nfrasfrui:iure
Upgrading and
Enwronmenial Conservahon

u---o----\n-.oc-o-c-o-oonooa-:onnoou--a---o-u

An annual consultative survey mission was sent to -

Nepal in September 1997 and confirmed. that fhe focus
of cooperation with Nepal neéded lo be placed on
improving social infrastructure to alleviate poverty and
on cooperation for environmentdl cofnservation,
including measures to cope with natural disasters. In
addition to complex cooperalion aimed at forest

conservation and village dcvclog‘:mcm‘in western Nepal,
wide-raniging cooperation is taking place aimed at
preventing luberculosis and in basic medical care. “A
development: study entitled “Study on Flood Mmgalmn
Plans for Sclected Rivers on the Terai Plain” was begun
in FY'1997 with the aim of preventing tlood damage.

Nepal has seen an increase in recent years of
activities by“Maoist” comimunist guerrillas. -Security
has deteriorated, especially in the mountainous districis
of the country and a good deal of care has to be taken in
the execution of Japancse projects.

Expansion’of Technical

~Cooperation to the Social Sector

T T T L LS T TR TR P R PPN PP
In P.ikisldri; a Social Action Programme (SAP) was
formulated i in" 1992 to emphiasize social sectors: that have
tended to be ovérlooked-in the past, such as clemenl"lry
cducqhon. basic medical care,.populalllon and faniily

- planhing. On the basis of these policies, JICA organized a
- Couniry Study Group i in FY 1995 to analyze developmcnt

needs and make proposals '1b0ul how aid should be
provided in'the’ fulurc to these scctors. Grant aid has beén
provided in recent years for the constniction of fraining
faCllllteS for women leqchers and matertial angd child health
centers A stast was mndc in FY1996 wuh the “Maternal

The Pllot Scheme for Technologlcal Development
on the River Information System Project -

Tnne réc.]wred'for compilation of flood response

documentation reduced from half a day to one mmufe

L3 Introduchon ofa compmenzed syslem
to the Ministry of Water Contol

China experienced severe flooding between

June dnd September 1998, and this project .
. contribued significantly to undcmundmg lhe

- extent of the problem, -
The project got off the gmund in June 993

with ihe aims of. e\s!abhshmg an automa!cd ;

cantrol systent for. prevention of flood damagc
and the training 'of flood warping expeils it

*China;- Orie haif of the Chinese popidatioa and -

two-thirds of total agricultura) and: industrial

production are concentraled in plains agd: |
: \u]lc)s in the micklle ‘und Tower rE«'lt‘]]CS of greal”
rivers lable to flooding.’ Therd is thus a need

for a systesn which is able 10 abtain information
on Npading as quickly as possible, to predict the

oecurrence of flocds, and to prov:dl. nccumu.

infentation such as. flood warnings. -

In'response lo ‘this need, this project has
pmwdcd cooperation in three felds, ‘namely
flood pred:ctmn' :clecnmmunmauons and
information prccessmg : The results of

“‘cooperation in the field of informalion

processing proved to be p'lrlu:tﬂarly effective
during the flooding in 1998, The “Central River
tnformation Systent”, developed as pari of this

. China's major rivers.

-pmjcﬂ under lht: dm:c!mn of .il(,A experts,

makes it possible for Beijing to immediately
receive informalion on conditions on all of

intreduced Lo the Ministry of Water Conirol in
May 1998, resulting in a dramatic improvesiient
in the specd ofmfonmnun proccsmg [rom half
aday (0 4 mipdte.

-Unti} this faster syélem was Inslallcd the
reactions of the Nationat Genezat Directorate for
* Prevention of Flood Damage. - the office.

responsiblé for coordinating flood dantage on
the basis of data received from lhc Ministry -
fad becn dclayc(i . :

Under the:’ ncw syslcm “data is,

veprodiced in the form of maps and graphs

easily understood Dy ‘even non-caperts on
flood, LOJ“IO] This information is biOadC:lSl e
10 the general publ-c through lclcv:smn and

other means.

+ Prompt grasp of |nf0mlatlon enables '

- & rapid response

" It now takes very little tirig _for _lhc_Mlmsu)
of Water Control to ascértain the extent of

- major ftood damage, such as that caused by the -

Yangize River; and to issuc the pecessary

This gystem” was’

con'parlson wnh ﬂle past,:

(project—type tet:hmcal cooperatnon)

Exlenslve flocding of the Yangtze -
Rivercaused unprecedenfed damage

ml'ommuon Th]S in lum makes it poSSIb]e for .
officials 1o tespond promplly (Depuly. Prims

' Minister Wen Jiabao is in charge al the National
- Genéral Directorate for Prevention of Flood

Damage), The system hos this becn warmly
weh.omed because of-its capacity to. reduce
dristically the numbers of flood victims in

(J':CA Chma orrce) _




" and Chlld Health”' project, 'mcl expcrlt; Were, sent to the
Ministry of Woinen's Development to advise on policy
and to train teachers.. Technical cooperation with the
social sector is expected to expand in the futire,

Haowever, as with India, as a result of measures in effect
since the nuclear tests by Pakistan, with few exceptions it is
at present difficult to eimbark on any new projects.

Reglonol Develo ment
Contributing to the Dlssoluﬂon
of Religious and Ethnic Confhct

n--oon-nnnon--t-&-o-‘-olll---ora--c-..l-nei__ .

In Sri Lanka, technical cooperation can be provided o

with relative ease’owing to the relatively high levels of
inconte and education in comparison with other
countries of Souihwest Asia. Improvemenls in

econdmic infrastructire involving loan aid have been -
“proceeding smoothly- in Sri;Lanka, and we must

continue to ensure that cooperation is effecuvely linked -

to technical aidin such forms as dcvelopmem studies

and the dispatch of experts.

FY 1998 saw (he start of the dcvelopmult study
"‘Study of Outer Colombo Circular Road and New Link
Road {rom Colombo”.. Conversely, economic
disparities between different parts of the country have

- ‘contributed to the aggravation of religions and ethnic

antagonisms. These arc scrving as major. barriers to

- development in Sri Lanka and must be borne in-mind

when providing €ooperation.

Pro;ect for Promoting the Populansat:on of .ED dia
- Practical Bwoltme Sericuiture Technology

{project-type cooperation)

Japanese se’ricultﬁre technology confributes to
the self-rehance of poor farmers and women |

+ A!mmg at the eqtabllshment of asells
- suffi clent sys\em for sari production . -

Allhaugh [ndla is the world's sccond .
lacgest producer of raw silk, most domestlc,_
- . produce comes from mdlgcnous sifkworms of - .

an inferior yield and quality. It is necessary 1o

import the high-quality raw silk eequired for. .

“the warp yarns, of the sori ‘(the trad
costume woim by lndmn women); almost alt
of this importéd sifk commes from China, : The
fadian, government requested coaperation
from Japan mm_nd at enabling India to becoime
self-sufficient in the produciion of raw silk.

i response fo this request, JICA introditced

high-yualily Japancse sitkworms (known a5

bivoitine sitkworms becaise they hateh twice a. -

year) (o India's main center for sitk production

- Mysore in the staté of Kamataka in southein -

‘India. Six yéars of coopetation between Indian
technicians. and Japanese expeits have

culiminated in the successtul production of |

three improved high-yield, high:qualily

silkwonn varieties as well as lhc selcc!ion of.

supetior species of mudberry.
+ Instruction towrs ccwenng ‘an area
almost half the su:e f Japan -

Fperigiesdesin vravsaiaesd

These are, hu\\e'. er, fest Tesulls, ach

-under laboratory conditions. it is'no ¢asy ™~ hy

. matter 1o dissgminate hese imettiods andensure e
. that they, take ropi. 2nong poar | silk-Farmeis in -
arcas sul‘fcnng shortages of eleéiricity and
waler. .. As the second phiise of this technical 7.
copperalion project,; we have begun the - |
© “Project for Pronioling the Populansalion, of ./~

Practical-Bivoltine Sericultdre Technology™

which is dus to run between 1997 4nd 2002, 1n -
- Kamataka, 80 farms in five disteicts have been
‘selected - and are. currenily: cngaged in--

" experimntal evltivation; "
Many probléms have to be cunﬁ'ontcd on

the project m}plemg_nln_l[on sites. First, the
Tndian -technicizns assume "that- the

_introduction * of’ new specics. will
: rintomatically n:sL!l in hlgh quahly qtlk\mrm

’ producuon at the Facm tevel. .
) m farmers 10, whom guldancc is meg'
. gwch have grown accustomed ov

- sitkw

years 1o exténsive cultivation of myl

indigenous species. Third, the state of

Kamataka alone covers a vast areu aboul one

half the size of Japan, and instruction tours .
have 10 be made intensively over the whole

Sourth, we have to deal with the

counmnucauon and conlact between the

. central gu\’em n¢nt, which is rc5pon51blc for
technical’ dcvclopmcni and.the: state :

goyernment, which:is in charge ol '1ctual
dlsqcmmalmnaclwums i

“Whilg ‘confrosting Ihese pmblcms the
team of JICA experls and the! Indiap

. technicians have been Imve]mg betwccn. -
3,000 and 5,000 kilometers a month fo give

to farmeys and 1o’ pﬂpui'lrue, e

‘methods involved. The' team of experts,
* JICA's local office, and the. Japanése :’

crbassy have been acting ]omlly 10 piess the
state- governmem to adopt a-policy of

enceuraging bivoltine sericulture. As a

cxprcsscd by facmers who -
ded sithin the sc!ecied:= .

nstruction in mulbeny
cultivation givenlo silk
farmers and
counterparts -

eld has lncrcascd

: Slg t' v dlhcshlegovemmcm is now

ipating with geedtcr cnthusiasm.

been ‘detighied (o see how, as an example of
self-reliant deyclopment, ordinary farmers
favé been' leamning from the effoits made by

‘e selected Tarmers and are now beginning

to achieve the same resules for themsclves.

X Support for: serrcultu;e is suppod i

- for. W]D

" séricuifure in ndm Jbelong 1o the poorer
- gector of snmely .In addition, this is an

mdusl;y in_which largc numbeérs of women

- im Foral Treas e engaged. Accosdingly, this

project is éxtremely impordant not merely

from the standpoim of (he conlribution it can
.lnake fo the: promot:on of scncullﬂrc in
- India, but alse bécause it ean comtribute to”

the atleviation of Tural poverty and support

- for WID. ~All those involved on’ both the
Japaitese and thee Inilian sides:are thus’

aiming to achieve even closer coopcration to

_Thsare \hc. continuing success of this project,

(JICA India Offi ce]

roné inyelved in the project has’
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Chapter 3
Middle East

g acceplance programs in FY£998.
Ongoing: Caontinued from or belore FY§997,



Current State of
Development

Economic Backgrounds

The Middic East region, consists of 21 -countries,
strelchmg from Afghanistan in the east to Morocco
in the west 'md from Sudan in the south to Turkey in
the north. : :

The climate’ lhmughout most of lhb reglon is dry or
semi-gry, ﬂpart from the Red Sea and the Persian Guif;
where there is high humidity; North Africa, which has a
Mediterranean climate; and the southern-part. of the
Arabian Pe_mnsuld, which has a mountainous climate.

" Ethnically, the rcgion is dominated, by Arabs, the maii
exceptions bemg the péaples of Afghanistan, Israel, Iran
-and Turkey. Political- -systems. include kingships and
emirates in the Gull Stites, seeular republics in Turkey
‘and Egypt, and an islamic rcpllbltc based on clerical rule
in Iran. Bconomic disparities between the countries of
the region are c0ns1der'\ble - whereas the Guif states and’
the North African countries have considerable petioleum
“and natural gas resources, countries such as Sudan and
Yemen lap ‘behind n the exploitation of such resources
and are classified as LLDCs¥.

Varied Development
_Conditions

.-cgo--.o-otc.uoou-an-nn-scno.uo-auu‘o-uvnao

" Many countriés in thie” Middle East have long
histories pre-dating the Common Era and thus have
v_aricd social and cultural backgrounds. . Since the énd of
the Second World War the region bas seen. much

‘conflict; including four wars between Israel and the

Arab nal'ions, the Leb_f_these conflict, the civil war in

" Afghanistan, the Iran-Iraq war, and the Gulf War.

The Middle East'is a very diverse area, and the
pictute it presents of development is equally varied. For
instance, the Gulf States have pushcd ahead with
econpmic and social developmenl using the .vast oil
revenues they have gained from the development of

:peuoleum regources. They have attained a high level of

infrastructarg® instailation, but several of thcsc countneq

still rely on ‘téchnicians. and engmeers fxom overseas. It
is an urgent priority for them to train personnel to
underpin their efforts toward nation-building. There are
other countries whose economic difficulties preclude
them even from allocating an wdeqm{c budget for basic
health care and water supply.

pc!rolcum The emplmms is bemg pla(.ed'_
-primarily on vncaimna] lrmmng wuhm'
these countries. . : :
L In colmtries with rclauvc]y W gh incot &
,,,levcls ‘such_ as Tunisia and- ’I‘urkcy. -
lechmcni cooperaiion is being pmvu.‘sed
"+ with the' emphasis on fields such. as the
‘promotion of indislry.
. “ln countries with- rciallvcly Iow
income levels, such.as Hgypt, fordan,
Syfia-iand Yemen, both - techaical-
cooperation and’ gianl aid are heing
“provided. - Cooperalion is conceined with

" Upgrading ‘and expanding the indusiiial:

a.
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Tackhng Priority
Issues in JICA
Projects

Strong Support for Peace in
‘the Middle East

l..ll.illllIOI.lIll.ll!'l!l'..lllo..ll..-‘l.

- The Middle East is 1ffected by I'Cgl()ndl disputes
and civil war, as mamfcst in Pwlﬁstme Lebanon 'm(l
Afghanistai.

" The most consplcuous developments in this region
in recent years have involved Palestine.

In September 1993, the Isracli government and the
Palestine Liberation Org'm]zanon (PLO) 'lgreed to
Paleslinians cstablishing an '1ut0nomous zone in Gaza
and’on 'a part of the West Bank of the River Jordan,
which Israel had occupied since the Third Middle
Edst War in 1967. In September 1995, an agrecﬁ]ehl
was reached on expansion of sclf rule’ to the Wcst
Bank region. :

The peace process has been continuing orratically
since the advent in May 1996 of the Netanyahu
government, which has taken a cautious stance toward
peace in the region. The international ‘community,
including Japan, has been striving in various ways to
support the motuenium of this PIocess.

'Achievem*erijs in Economic
Matters, the Environment and
Water Resources

ca.-0.-oo-ooHno---nn-l-.ncl!..-ovuouoacnnaoc

At the Mulnlateml M1dd[e bast Peace Ncgotiatlons; ’
in 1992, ﬁve workmg comnmittees on the enwronment_ :
" ‘economic developmenl, water resources, arms conlroi

and refugees werc established. Japan has been makmg
a positive contribution by assuming chairmanship of
the environmental committee and deputy chairmanship
of the economlc developmeni water resources and
1cfugee commitfees.

) deve]oplng ‘countries.
- promotion work have also been camed ‘gut on grant aid

As part of the work-of the Economic Development
Committee, JICA has carried out a developiment study
entitled “Plan for the Developmeni of Tourism” in,
Jordan, 'and in January 1995 ‘orgaiized a "Seminar on
the Promotion of Small- and Medium:scale Enterpriscs™.
As part-of the work of the water resqﬁrces committee,

. JICA conducted a development study on “Brackish

Gmund(valer Desalination™ aimed at desalinating and -
usiing the vast quantllles of underground brackish water
known to exist in Jordan. JICA sponsored & “Seminar
on Desalination Techno]ogy'and Management of Water
Resources” in February 1996, JICA's work.on the

Environmental C_omﬁ)iucc has included the provision of

grant aid for the “Project for Oil Spill Combat in
Northern Agaba Guif” in FY 1995,

Hosﬂals ond
‘Schools for Palestine

-.oo--co-ooa-ouo---a-n-n-n---..........’.....

Japan is 1]so prowdmg various types of coopemt]on
in the context of support for Palestine,
JICA's operations have included cooperatmn wuh

the Palestmmn Tnierin Sclf—Govemmcnl Authouty o

through the United N'mons Develnpment Proglamme

-(UNDP) and the United Mationg Reélief and Works

Agency for Palestinian’ Refugeea in the Nedr Hast -
(UNRWA) Since FY1997, JICA has- been accepnng
training participants on a bllateral basis. as with' other
“Studies and: 1mplcmentation

p[’Oj{iCt‘; such as the, -“‘Pm_]cct for Hospltal Cons{mcnon ‘
in Jencho" and the' "PmJecl for Cous:rucnon of School :
Facilities for Basic Educatlon in the Gaza. Strip”, JICA:

_is currently unplementmg clcvclopment stuclies mcludmg_
“the “Study on Sewerage Development Plan in the

Municipality.of Khan Yunis”.



Owing to the mcreasmgly important role being
played by JICA in Japan's provision of aid for Palesting,
JICA opened an office in Palestine in July 1993.

Response to the Japan Saudi
Arabia Cooperation Agenda

I'u.Q'.Q.0.-"5ll!l..ll.l.'!l.al.bl.lI.IIll.

‘In order io expmd rel'\llons belween Jﬂp‘m and
Saudi Ambla an 1greemem was “réached ‘in Oclober
1998 on expanding coopération in tive fields; namely )

- education and hurmn deveIOpmenl 2) the environmeént,
3) medical care, science and technology, 4) culture and
spo1t and 5) investment-and joint iventures, in the
context of the Japan- S-uuh Arabia Cooperation Agcnm

JICA is working on cobperation in lhe fields of
education and human resources development, science
and tcchno!ogy, the environment, and medical care.
More specifically,- JICA is accepting training
participants in the fields of educational facilities,
engincering, waste disposal, and hospital administration;
dispatch. of experts as educational advisors and

e . Tunisia
environmentai policy -advisors; implementation of
seminars introducing the Japanese health system to
Saudi Arabia; and developmen studies entitied “Study

Pro;ect for Supp!y of Drmkmg Water
|n the Pre-Rif Reg:on

[ Moroceo |

Enhancmg awareness of part1c1pat10n

(grant aid)

through burden sharing by local commuﬁiﬁes'

4 Local communities involved in
management of facilities :
after completion

T T I P T T L LT L LT I PP PI TR

“Pesent” s the word which eames (o the .
mingds of nost Japatiese poople when they think -
of Morocco. ‘But this inspression is belied by .~ *

Thc .lapancsc ‘goverpaieat, !he Momccan
govemment, and pcop]e from 282 vll]agcs inthe
south of Agadir afe shanng the costs (Japanesc

3

this ndtion's plentifel supply of underground "4
water, the source of which lies i in the lhav-cd' -
snows of the Atlas Moumams Moroccans, -
living outside the major ¢ities rely dn wells to™.

" obiain drinking water, water [or everyday
purposes, and water for their livestock. .. |

The Moroccan govemment Is planning to -

dig wells and nstatl water supply facifities in

3,100 villages throtghout the country for the -

benefii of 11 million people, and is seekmg aid
to this eixd from donor nations and ageniies.
There is conszderable ecoriomic and social

|mbalancc in Morocco bclwcen the coastal -

arca, wheie the major cities of Casahlanca and

Rabat afe tocated, z_md inland asegs. Aid for .

_deve!opment in _tha infand : Zone has ‘thus
become a priority. Fhe labor nivelved in
scooping up. water.from wells places an

- enormous burden on wonien and childeer. In -
© . addition, sheep and ‘goals drink water from the.

same wells; which is unhygenic and feads to
diarrhea and other infectious diseases, :

 # JIGA's President warmily woloom:

_“ceremohies marking the end
_rnonth of fasting which is one of ihe mos: .

iocal _communities
some ot the costs has

in nc “with one of the

Yown project’
; sich s to cnsure its

y lhe Iocal peop!

progrcssmg He' wa.s wam!y d
local people who “took Hmé off from the
[Ramadan, the

1E§5 of this being lhmr :

Astabla waler supply hfis me burden of
fetching and carrying watef endured by
wornen and ch Idren - -

unponanl ‘events in the Muslim year.

- The local people ‘expiessed their pratitude
that, now that the project had been comptcreu
the occumence of diseases sich as diarthea,
typhoid und diphtheria had dicrcased; the
burden on wumen ‘and children wiio prc\lously

** had had to scoop up witer from Ihz wells ad
. been lightened, and there had beeri'an increase -

in school atténdince. Everyone who had takén
st in the poject on both the Tapanese and the

“Morocéan sides was made to feel that (heir
. efforts had bccn 1ruly wirthwhile,

- QICA Morocco Office).

uoia
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on Coastal/Marine H'lblt'lt and Bm]oglcal Imfcntones in

the Northern Part of the Red Sea Coast” and “Project
for Environmental Monitoring in the Persian Gulf™. In
FY 1998, 20 school leachers were invited to Japan as
part of the firsi Youth Invitation project to be
implemented in the Middle ast within the framework
of the Japan-Saudi Arabia Cooperation Agenda. -

‘South-South € odperahon

ua----oua-o--o_oea_bnooao-oap-a----..unnnsco-’-

There are Se'veral'couniries’; in thc Middle East that

are not merely aid recipients,-but are themselves
_eng‘aged in’ South-South cooperatlon* ‘that is,

cooperaling with-other developmg countries on the basis

of their own develapment experience. Japan is actwely_' '
'wppomng the efforls of these countries.

"In FY1998.
Egypt and Tunisia signed a framework agreement with
Tapan on South-South cooperation for supporting
cooperalion provided by these countries to Africa.

third-country

M DI'OCCO

JICA is cooperalmg with lhcsc acn\';ucs by
supporling third- chuntry training# pmjects. Sixteén
“training projects are being
implemented in Egypt, Jordan, Turkey, Morocco,
and Saudi Arabia ainied at Africa and the Middle

" East, including Palestine.

Communlcatlon in Maternal and Chlld Health
- Using Audiovisual Materials
(third-country training)

[ Turkey |

Fi_rs.t'examplei of tlliljd?country training

0.» Coop:erélion with the.c'ountt.'ies of
. Central Asia. =~

Since the break-up of the Sowcl
!\_Jnion,_'ﬁ__!;kby'h_:lg been biilding close
* relations Wilh the newty independent
* ¢ountrics of Centrat Asia,.with which it~
shares ‘much in; common ethnically,
liriguistically and cullural!y The  Turkish
Inteznational Couperaunn Agency (']‘ICA)
was established i January 1992 to
stimulate eooperation jn socio-ecopgmic
 ficlds, and, is mvolvsd in bl]aleral
cooperation* aimed at the coumnes 0[
Cenral Asia. -

Japan and Turkey’ confinmed lllai Soulh— :
Seuth cooperation ‘would be the prority of
Japanese’ technical cooperation.: The first.
third-couniry lrammg project, lmplemcmcd'

in Turkey took place froriy March 1997 and campatgn m'nen

. (acce_pfance of training participants)

Tukish and Japanese
IR opresentalives shake
N hands after signing
BN 1o Record of - -
D scusslons

" firs mslance when 51gmng lhe Record of

: [_'J:scussmns‘(RfD) held in’connection with -
“implerdentation of the projetl

In’ (ke first training course,  the

{ “language batcier was ‘major hurdle.
% Although Eng]lsh and-Turkish had been

was called "Exploration ' and Asscssmenl of.

Undergronnd Resources”. .

. In  Octobér 1993 a course . in
“Ceminunication in Matcmal and Child
Health Using Audiovisual Materials™ was
begun with a view to further expanding
Scuth-South cooperation, " This was the first
case of third-country training carricd ot
with cooperation from TICA, - . .

Participants from seven countries took

part in this training project - the five Central -

TAfler

Iy been transfcm:d to Turkcy as

project
coopemuon for, fen years. .

4 Coming, up aga

which 1: had:, lo share some of the costs,
negotiations, ; the
repn:sem

.F:lpn;_l had provnded

entered into th;rd cuunlry Irammg “for -

Turkish |
es agrecd to pay 20%. i the .

) si:pulaled as the Ianguagcs in whlch the

tiaining would be provided, it was found -

" that ‘most of the parlicipants CDI.I[[I nol
" speak ‘thése languageés:: A -Russian

inlcrpretéf was then employed by TICA °

. enabling the training (o be successfully

“completed, We are giving further thought
-to how-tiaining’ mlghi e |mpr0ved based
‘on-an assessment camcd oul on ﬂns

lialnmg pchcl
(JICA Tuﬂu;y Ofﬁce)
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