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LAW OF THE REPUBLIC OF KAZAKHSTAN ON ENVIRONMENTAL EXPERT ASSESSMENT

This Law shall govern pubilic relations in the sphere of environmental expert assessment to prevent
adverse impact of management, business and other operations on environment, life and health of the people
of the Republic of Kazakhstan,

Chapter 1, General Provisions

Article 1. Terms and Definitions

Environmental assessment shall mean the determination of business and other operations compliance
with environment quality standards and environment requirements, feasibility of scheduled projects to prevent
their possible adverse impact on environment and relating consequences,

Customer of documents to be subjected to expert assessment shall be a legal entity or individual
generating the design order and funding scheduled operation.

Assessment initiator shall be a legal entity or individual, including the customer, demanding state or
public environmentai assessment.

Implementation of the assessed project shall mean the start and carrying out the construction,
operation, abandonment of industrial or other facilities, provision of services, launch of products and
technologies under solutions contained in designs and specifications, the enactment of laws and cther actual
operation of the assessed project.

Environmentally hazardous operations shall mean direct and indirect operations, including
management and investments, which adversely impact or may adversely impact people's health and
environment.

Environmentally hazardous facility shall mean the subject of the assessment which, when implemented,
may adversely impact or adversely impacts people’s health and envirenment.

Environmental risk shall mean the probability of consequences unfavourable for environment and
people's health resulting from any man-induced modification of natural objects and factors (whether wiilfui,
incidental, gradual or disastrous.

Article 2. Legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan on Environmental Expert Assessment

Legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan on environmental expert assessment shall be based on the
Constitution of the Republic of Kazakhstan and consist of this Law and other regulations of the Republic of
Kazakhstan governing the issues of environmental expert assessment.

Article 3. Objectives of Environmental Expert Assessment

Objectives of environmental expert assessment shall be to:

1) prevent possible negative influence of scheduled management, business, investment and other
operations on peoples health and environment;

2) assess the compliance of scheduled management, business, investment and other operations with
environmental requirements at stages preceding implementation decisions and during construction
and implementation;

3) provide for expert assessment of forecast environment modifications resuiting from the
implementation and development of productive force,

Article 4. Tasks of Environmental Expert Assessment
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Environmental expert assessment shall be performed to,
1) establish the completeness and accuracy of the expert appraisal of scheduled management, business,
investment and other operations impact on environment and people's health, including analysis of

possible social. economic and environmental consequences.
2) to arrange a comprehensive scientifically justified analysis and assessment cf scheduled management,

business, investment and other aperations impact on environment and people's heaith:

3) to check compliance of assessed specifications with environmental requirements specified in laws,
standards, regulations and rules of the Republic of Kazakhstan applicable within the Republic of
Kazakhstan,

4) to prepare expert assessment findings te be presented to decision-making authorities and provide
concerned agencies and broad public with necessary information.

Article 5. Principles of Environmental Expert Assessment

Environmental expert assessment shall be guided by the foliowing principles:

1) compulsory conduct of state environmental expert assessment;

2) interaction with control and supervisory divisions of ministries, state committees and departments,
other central and local executive authorities;

3) unbiased and scientific substantiation of expert assessment findings;

4) independent expert agencies and experts;

5) transparency;
6) complex nature of expert assessment and the diversity of its types;

7) priority of environmental, medical and biological concerns.
Article 6. Objects of Environmental Expert Assessment

1. Objects of environmental expert assessment shall be:

1) plans, designs and project specifications, agreements, contracts relating to nature management,
including international treaties;

2) draft laws and regulations to be adopted in the Republic of Kazakhstan and impacting environment and
people's health;

3) assessments of nature managers compliance with requirements to the protection of environment and
people's health (environmental audit) in the process of business operations; '

4) documents submitted for the purpose of environmental justification with applications for licences for and

certificates of natural resources use and environment protection.
2. Objects of environmental expert assessment shall also include findings of complex examination of areas
to be assigned special legal status (natural reserves, environmentally unfavourable zones, etc.).

Article 7. Subjects of Environmental Expert Assessment

Subjects of environmental expert assessment shall be-

1) central executive authorities of the Republic of Kazakhstan in charge of environment protection and
their local branches as regards organization and conduct of any state environmental expert assessment;

2) ministries, state committees, other central and local executive authorities involved in state
environmental expert assessment by central executive authorities of the Republic of Kazakhstan in
charge of environment protection and their local branches;

3) public environment protection associations, research institutions and their environmental assessment
divisions:

4) individuals engaged to conduct environmental expert assessment.

Article 8. Types of Environmental Expert Assessment

1. Initiators of environmental expert assessment shall announce its conduct in mass media. When
necessary, such announcement shall also be published by environmental assessment agencies.
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2. Upon completion of environmentai assessment responsible agencies shall within one month publish their
findings in mass or other media. -

Chapter 2. Powers of Public Authorities of the Republic of Kazakhstan Responsible for
Environmental Expert Assessment

Article 10. Powers of the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan and Central Executive Authorities
Relating to Environmental Expert Assessment

1. The Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan shall:

1) when appropriate, co-operate with foreign states in the conduct of state environmental expert
assessment of facilities and complexes located within such states and affecting interests of the Republic
of Kazakhstan;

2) establish the procedure of co-operation of state and other environmental assessment agencies;

3) perform other functions relating to environmental expert assessment subject to applicable law of the
Republic of Kazakhstan.

2. Ministries, state committees and departments shall:

1) cause and arrange performance of interstate and state programmes as regards requirements to
environmental expert assessment;

2) arrange the implementation of scientific and technological solutions based on environmental
assessment recommendations;

3) provide broad public with reliable information cn environmental assessment findings;

4) perform other functions relating to environmental expert assessment subject to applicable iaw,
environment protection regulations and rules of the Republic of Kazakhstan.

Article 11. Powers of Centrai Executive Authorities of the Republic of Kazakhstan and Central
Executive Authorities Relating to Environmental Protection

1. Central executive authorities of the Republic of Kazakhstan respongible for environment protection and
their local branches shall be exclusively entitled to conduct state environmental expert assessment.
2. Within their powers central executive authorities responsible for environment protection shall:

1) arrange and conduct state environmental expert assessment;

2) co-ordinate environmental assessments in the Republic of Kazakhstan, methodic regulation of
environmental assessment irrespective of departmental subordination and ownership;

3) prepare and duly approve instructions and methodic guides for the assessment of impact on
environment and state environmental expert assessment, including their procedures;

4) co-ordinate and approve regulations for business and other operations providing for due regard for
environmental requirements; .

5) co-ordinate research of environmental impact for environmentat expert assessment;

6) control and co-ordinate compliance of appropriate ministries, departments and institutions with
environment protection requirements and rules during the development of plans, designs and
specifications;

7) duly co-operate with foreign environmental assessment agencies to conduct consultations, joint
assessments, exchange results of research and methods, involve foreign specialists;

8) provide for adequate training of experts engaged in state environmental assessment agencies, other
concerned associations and entities;

9) duly issue licences for environment protection designs, standards and operations relating to
environmental assessment;

10) appoint expert commissions, engage as guest experts qualified domestic and foreign scientists,
representatives of ministries, state committees and other central and local executive authorities, public
associations and environment protection movements;

11) obtain from ministries, state committees, other central and local executive authorities and legal entities
reference and other materials required for state environmental expert assessment;
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12) exercise control over compliance of ministries, state committees, legal entities with resolutions and
requirements state environmental expert assessment during project implementation.

Article 12. Powers of Local Representative and Executive Authorities

Local representative and executive authorities shall:

1) determine sources of environmental assessment funding;

2) exercise control over compliance of environmental assessment with requirements of applicable law,
3) inform people on the results of environmental assessment conducted on their decisions.

Executive authorities shall execute agreements for expert assessment with special expert agencies and
individuals.

Chapter 3. State Environmental Expert Assessment
Article 13. Forms of State Environmental Expert Assessment

1. State environmental expert assessment shall mean a type of expert operations performed by central
executive authorities of the Republic of Kazakhstan in charge of environment protection and their local
branches. Such assessment shall be conducted before making any legal, organizational and economic
decisions relating to nature management and impact on environment and people's health. Implementation
of projects lacking findings of state environmental expert assessment shall be prohibited.

2. State environmental expert assessment shall be repeatedly conducted in the event of nature
management modification upon adjustments based of comments of earlier state assessment on court
orders or may be initiated by the Government and central executive authorities of the Repubiic of
Kazakhstan responsible for environment protection.

Article 14. Documentation and Materials Subjected to State Environmental Expert Assessment

State environmental expert assessment shall apply to objects referred to in Article 6 of this Law
irrespective of their departmental subordination and ownership, including:

1) any plans, designs, projects, forecasts, environmental and other programmes, basic operation
concepts, state investment projects, agreements, contracts, including those implying changes of
ownership and other forms of privatization, projects of productive force development and location;

2) draft complex projects (if water, forest, land and other natural resources protection, including projects of
environment rehabilitation and land recultivation;

3) findings of complex area environmental examinations;

4) draft general development layouts prepared for cities and territories, including special econemic zones
and areas of special nature management and economic regime;

5) feasibility studies and projects of construction, reconstructions, develcpment, re-equipment,
remodelling and abandonment of productions facilities and complexes, buildings and structures,
biological justifications of the development and use of fauna and flora resources;

6) documentation substantiating environmental requirements to new equipment, technology, materials
and substances, including those purchased abroad, documentation supporting permits (licenses) for the
withdrawal (and use) of natural resources;

7) draft laws, regulations, technical standards and instructions relating to environmental (including
radiation) safety, environment protection and efficient nature management during business and other
operations;

8) assessment of regional ecological situations resulting from hazardous natural phenomena, business
and other operations (requested by public associations, local representative and executive authorities);
9) records of assessment of existing production facilities adversely impacting environment (on resolutions

of supervising authorities, local representative and executive authorities);

10) other materials and documentation on resolutions of central executive authorities of the Republic of
Kazakhstan responsible for environment protection.
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Article 15. Requirements to Documentation Submitted for State Environmental Expert Assessment

1. Documentation submitted for state environmental expert assessment shall contain:

1) complex environmental, social and economic appraisal of scheduled operations impact on environment
and people's health over the period of such operations and the statement of ecclogical consequences of
such operaticns;

2) approvals of scheduled business operations by central and local executive authorities and public
opinion obtained in the manner established by central executive authorities of the Repubiic of
Kazakhstan in charge of environment protection.

2. Documentation submitted for state environmental expert assessment shall contain resolutions on:

1) implementation of efficient materials, power-saving, low-waste and waste-free technologies:

2) efficient use and reproduction of natural resources, complex recycling and utilization of industrial and
consumption waste;

3) efficient wastewater treatment and its use for production purposes prohibiting non-treated wastewater
discharge into natural streams and water basins and terrain:

4) efficient - and guaranteed arrangements providing for the atmosphere protection from poliution:

5) preservation and restoration of soil, vegetation and fauna, strict compliance with preserve status
assigned to natural objects;

6) protection of people and environment from adverse impact of man-induced physical, chemical and
biological factors.

3. Expert divisions of central executive authorities of the Republic of Kazakhstan in charge of environment
protection may request additional information required for state environmental expert assessment.

Article 16. Assessment of Impact on Environment

1. Assessment of the impact on environment and people's health shall be provided by initiators of
scheduled business operations and owners of operated facilities or central and local executive
authorities.

2. Assessment of the impact on environment and peoplie’s heaith shall be a compulsory and integrai part of
designs and specifications and shall be initiated for operated facilities by republic and regional
supervisory agencies, central executive authorities, local public associations, courts of law, offices of
public prosecutors and facilities proper or resolved by central executive authorities of the Republic of
Kazakhstan in charge of environment protection and their local branches.

3. Assessment of the impact an environment shail be conducted at all design states and take into account:

1) the state of local environment;
2) alternative ways of achieving set business objectives, including rejection of scheduled business
operations;
3) prospects of regional social and economic development;
4) other requirements of applicable environmental law of the Republic of Kazakhstan.
4. Assessment of the impact on environment fitll include:
1) types and extent of impact of scheduled operations on environment, including environmental risk;
2) forecasts of environment medifications resuiting fi-orn the implementation of scheduled cperations and
their social and economic consequences;
3) arrangements for environment protection during scheduled operations;
4) compliance with all applicable reguiations.
5. Upon completion of the assessment the customer shall prepare and submit assessment results including
the statement of ecological consequences of scheduled or existing business operations to obtain a
resolution on their implementation.

Article 17. Powers of Managers of Expert Divisions Performing State Environmental Expert
Assessment
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1. Managers of expert divisions may:.

1) duly appoint environment expert commissions, teams, other groups to conduct environmental
assessment, engage under contracts highly qualified domestic and foreign specialists and scientists,
including foreigners and legal entities;

2) exercise control over expert divisions (institutions, organizations), appointed commissions znd teams;

3) head envirecnmental expert assessment boards and arrange their operations;

4) determine expert assessment methods;

5) reject submitted materials non-complying with environmental standards and regulations;

8) return for correction documents and materials containing calculation errors and other inconsistencies

requiring additional research, surveys or funds;

7) sign findings of environmental assessment;

8) revoke earlier positive expert opinions in case of newly discovered circumnstances hazardous for

environment or the customer non-compliance with requirements of such opinions;

9) request additional scientific, design, methodic and other materials required fcr expert assessment:

10) present materials on facilities denied positive expert opinion to banks and other funding institutions;

11) prepare and deliver appropriate materials to law enforcement and other authorities to bring actions
against persons violating applicable iaw of the Republic of Kazakhstan.

2. Managers of expert divisions shall be head environment experts of districts, cities, regions and the
Republic of Kazakhstan.

Article 18. Warranties of Independent Operation of State Enviroranental Assessment Managers

1. Managers of environmental assessment divisions shali independently atmige and perform environmental
assessments and act as specified in this Law and other regulations of the Republic of Kazakhstan.
2. Independence of managers of environmental assessment divisions shall also be proclaimed in

appropriate statutes approved by central executive authorities of the Repubilic of Kazakhstan responsible
for environment protection and including:

1) procedure of their appointment and dismissai;
2) other provisions consistent with the applicable law of the Republic of Kazakhstan on public service.

Article 19. Expert Commissions for State Environmental Expert Assessment

1. Expert c6nunissions shall be formed to perform environmental assessment of particular facilities by

authorities empowered to appoint, initiate and conduct state or public environmental assessment. Expert
commissions shall contain groups in charge of different assessment lines.

2. Results of the "pert commission operations shall be presented in the form of their common findings. The
format, contents, procedure of implementing and contesting such findings shall be specified by expert
divisions appointing environmental assessment also stipulating proceedings of the expert commission.

3. Expert commissions shall be assigned rights and responsibilities established by appeinting agencies
subject to applicable law of the Republic of Kazakhstan.

Article 20. State Environment Expert

1. The state environment expert shall be a person possessing special knowledge and experience required
for environmental assessment and duly engaged by expert divisions.

2. The state environment expert may nct be a representative of the customer of the documentation

submitted for expert appraisal or a project designer nor legat entities and individuals maintaining labour
or other contracted relations with the customer or designer.

3. The state environment expert shail bear responsibility for its findings as specified by applicable law of the
Republic of Kazakhstan.

4. The state environment expert may:

1) request additional information significant for a comprehensive and unbiased appraisal subject to
Article 15 hereof-,

2) engage highly qualified specialists;
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3) make proposals for improving the assessment procedure, methods and principles;

4) express an independent opinion about the assessed cbject to be attached to the state environmental
assessment findings.

5. The state environment expert *&U:

1) provide for integrated, unbiased, high-quality assessment;

2) comply with requirement of the law on environmentai assessment and other regulations;

3) be guided by applicable standards and rules;

4) comply with approved assessment schedules and procedures;,

5) prepare a justified opinion and timely submit it to authorities resolving on the implementation and
customers;

6) give valid reasons and justifications of expert findings if further consideration is rejected or submitted
materials are returned for correction,

7) provide for safe custody of submitted materials, co- ordinate its operations with confldential
documents with their proprietors and avoid disclosure of received information.

Article 2 1. Guarantees of State Experts' Rights

1. Public authorities, legal entities and officials shall be prohibited to interfere in environmental
assessment conducted by state experts uniess such experts violate applicable law of the Republic of

Kazakhstan.
2. Violated rights of state experts, including pecuniary losses and moral damage shall be protected

judicially and administratively and persons guilty of such violations shail bear responsibility under applicable
faw of the Republic of Kazakhstan.

Article 22. State Environment Expert Boards

1. Environmental assessrnent divisions of central executive authorities of the Republic of Kazakhstan in
charge of environment protection &hali appoint expert boards as special advisory bodies reguiated by
appropriate statutes.

2. Statutes on expert boards of central executive authorities, their regional, city and district branches
and the composition of such boards shall be prepared and approved respectively by heads of central
executive authorities of the Republic of Kazakhstan in charge of environment protection and their local
branches.

3. Experts boards may consist of officials of environment protection agencies, scientists engaged in
research institutions and colleges, highly-qualified practitioners and public representatives.

Article 23. Powers of State Environment Expert Boards

1. State environment expert boards shall have jurisdiction over:
1) discussion of complex issues of environmental safety, environment protection, use and reproduction
of natural rescurces for the purpose of environmental assessment;
2) review of environmental assessment findings relating to particularly environmentally hazardous
facilities;
3) prepare proposals for environmental assessment improvement.
2.-Expert boards shall also perform other functions specified in their statutes.

Article 24. Procedure of State Environmental Expert Assessment
1. This procedure shall include a number of stages at which expert divisions shall perform assessment and

prepare justified and unbiased expert opinions.
2. The procedure of state environmental expert assessment shall include:
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1) recording of assessment applications;

2) preliminary assessment, i.e. establishing the availability and completeness of submitted information and
data, including assessment of scheduled operations impact on environment and their compliance with
applicable law of the Republic of Kazakhstan and requirements;

3) basic assessment of necessary scope including analytical processing of the said information,
comparison and appraisai of environmental hazards, adequacy and sufficiency of the implementation
substantiation;

4) final stage including summarizing of particular expert opinions and results, preparation of a common
expert opinion and findings, approvai or rejection.

3. Expert divisions may reject assessment applications when:

1) the customer fails to present documents referred to in Article 15 of this Law:

2) presented assessments of impact on environment or statements of ecologicai consequences do not
meet established requirements or contain erroneous data making unbiased decisions impossible.

Article 25. Conduct of State Environmental Expert Assessment

State environmental expert assessment shall be conducted by:

1) full-time employees of expert divisions within central executive authorities of the Republic of
Kazakhstan in charge of environment protection and their local branches:

2) expert commissions appointed by central executive authorities of the Republic of Kazakhstan in
charge of environment protection and their local branches engaging outside experts;

3) interindustry expert commissions appointed by central executive authorities of the Republic of
Kazakhstan in charge of environment protection.

Article 26. Period of State Environmental Expert Assessment

1. State environmental expert assessment shall be completed within a period of three months that may
be extended to maximum six months subject to the volume and contents of presented documentation. Any
extension over six months may only be requested by the customer obliged to guarantee additional payment.

2. State environmental expert assessment shall be deemed commenced upon receipt by expert
divisions of all required documents subjected to preliminary expert appraisal and the presentation by the
customer of Payment orders. Preliminary expert appraisal shail not last longer than two weeks.

3. The state expert assessment period shall be determined and extended by central executive
authorities of the Republic of Kazakhstan responsible for environment protection.

Article 27. Findings of State Environmental Expert Assessment

1. State environmental expert assessment shail be completed by preparing expert findings specifying
whether the scheduled operations implementation may be permitted.

2. Upon approval by central executive authorities of the Republic of Kazakhstan responsible for
environment protection conclusions and proposals of the expert findings shall become binding on all legal
entities and individuals. '

3. In case of negative findings the customer shall make corrections according to the findings' proposals
and submit all documents for a new expert appraisal within an established period or give up scheduled
operations.

4. State and commercial banks and other financial institutions "I not fund and implement projects
lacking positive findings of state environmental expert assessment.

Article 28. Term of Expert Findings
Positive findings of state environmental expert assessment relating to designs and specifications shall

be valid for two years of the date of their issue till the iaunch of construction and those relating to the
documentation of operating or constructed enterprises for a term of five years.
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Chapter 4. Public Environmental Assessment
Article 29. Application of Public Environmental Assessment

1. Public environmental assessment shall mean voluntary activities carried out by expert commissions
formed by people, public associations, and scientific institutions to perform environmental assessment of any
types of operations. Public environmental assessment may be conducted independently for facilities subjected
to state environmental expert assessment.

2. Public environmental assessment shall generate information findings and recommendations.

Article 30. Powers of Public Associations in the Sphere of Environmental Assessment

Management of pubiic associations engaged in environmental assessment shall perform such
assessment according to their charters and statutes and in compliance with applicable law of the Republic of
Kazakhstan.

Article 31. Procedure of Public Environmental Assessment

1. Procedure of public environmental assessment shall include:

1) state registration of scheduled public environmental assessment;

2) announcement of the assessment in mass media;

3) preparation of public assessment findings;

4) publication of public assessment findings in mass media.

2. The announcement referred to above shall indicate the assessment initiator, location of the public
expert tam and assessed projects.

Article 32. State Regisiration of Public Environmental Assessment

1. Public envirgnmental assessment shall be registered by local executive authorities in the manner
stipulated by central executive authorities of the Republic of Kazakhstan in charge of environment protection.

2. Registration applications shall contain the composition of public expert teams, projects subjected to
public assessment and the period of such assessment.

Chapter 5. Environmental Assessment Finding

Article 33. Funding of State Environmental Expert Assessment

1. State environmental expert assessment shall be funded from the Republic's and local budgets,
payments for expert appraisal and allocations by nature protection funds.

2. State expert assessment shall be funded by initiators of business operations (customers) as
specified by the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan. .
Article 34. Funding of Public Environmental Assessment

Public environmentai assessment shall be funded by public environment protection associations- and
foundations or by volunteers.

Chapter 6. Rights and Responsibilities of Applicants for Environmentai Assessment
Article 35. Rights of Customers of Documentation Subjected to Environmental Assessment

Customers may:
1) present written or oral explanations, comments and proposals relating to assessed facilities or

particular designs and substantiations;
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2) familiarize themselves with preliminary and final findings of environmental assessment;

3) demand additional, repeated or controi environmental assessment;

4) timely make corrections and amendments not requiring detailed research and caiculations;

5) terminate agreementis for public expert services in case of non-compiiance with applicable law of the
Republic of Kazakhstan, terms of such agreements or customers' rights;

6) apply to courts of law for indemnity against damage caused by violation of applicable law of the
Republic of Kazakhstan during environmental assessment.

Article 36. Responsibilities of Customers of Documentation Subjected to Environmental Assessment

Customers shall:

1) prepare and present high-guality information required for environmental assessment;

2) provide subjects of environmental assessment with required materials and censultations, data,
estimates, additional developments relating to assessed facilities;

3) resolve on further implementation of scheduled operations subject to public opinicn.

In case of state environmental expert assessment cusiomers shall:

1) make due payments;

2) comply with instructions and recommendations related in expert findings, timely eliminate ail
shortcomings and errors;

3) submit projects for repeated assessment within periods specified by expert agencies. -

Chapter 7. Settlement of Differences Connected with Environmental Expert Assessment
Article 37. Settlement of differences connected with environmental expert assessment

1. Differences arising between state environmental experts and customers reflected in statements of
differences shall be settled by central executive authorities of the Republic of Kazakhstan in charge of
environment protection in co-operation with the state expert agency issuing findings and the customer.

2. Generally such differences shall be settled within one month of the receipt of the statement of
differences and other required materials. When necessary, this period may be extended to three months by
central executive authorities of the Republic of Kazakhstan responsible for environment protection.

3. Adopted resolutions may be appealed in courts of law ruling the liability of entities and officials
according to applicable law of the Republic of Kazakhstan.

4. Property disputes connected with environmental expert assessment shaii be settled judicially.

5. Differences arising from public environmental assessment may be settled in accordance with this
Article.

Article 38. Invalidation of Expert Findings

1. Expert findings may be invalidated if their preparation was connected with:
1) non-compliance with the established procedure;
2) non-compliance with or distortion of environmental standards and regulations, requirements of
environmentai safety, efficient use and reproduction of natural resources;
3) violation of people's right for favourable environment, other environmental rights and interests, rights of
expert assessment participants;
4) other events violating the rights of parties engaged in environmental assessment.
2. Environmental assessment agencies shall bear responsibility for their resolutions under applicable law of
the Republic of Kazakhstan.

Chapter 8. Types of Non-Compliance with the Environment Protection Law of the Republic of
Kazakhstan in Respect of Environmental Expert Assessment

Article 39. Types of non-compliance with the envirecnment protection law of the Republic of
Kazakhstan in respect of environmental expert assessment
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1. Any of the following events shall be deemed non-compiiance with the environment protection law of the
Republic of Kazakhstan in respect of environmental expert assessment:

1) non-observance of the established procedure of state environmental expert assessment;

2) forging of environmentat assessment findings;

3) violation of the procedure set forth for the publication of expert findings, including prior to the
approval of final findings,

4) issue of environment protection licenses or construction or other operations without positive findings
of state environmental expert assessment;

5) deviation from the procedure of expert commission appointment and proceedings;

6) environmental expert assessment performed by unlicensed entities, public associations and other
organizations;

7) non-compliance with the requirements {o environmental safety, environment protection, efficient use
and reproduction of natural resources during environmental assessment;

8) preventing the arrangement and conduct of public environmental assessment;

9) failure to provide expert agencies and organizations with required materials, information and data:

10) compelling experts to unjustified environmentai assessment or generation of distorted and biased
findings;

11) non-performance of legally established expert functions or obligations provided by agreements for
expert services;

12} unreasonabie rejection to register state or public environmental expert assessment.

2. Law of the Republic of Kazakhstan may specify other types of non-compliance with the environment
protection law in respect of environmental expert assessment

Article 40. Responsibility for Non-Compliance with the Law on Environmental Expert Assessment of
the Republic of Kazakhstan

Legal entities and individuals, foreign citizens and stateless persons leased or managing business
facilities within the Republic of Kazakhstan shall be responsible for non-compliance with laws and regulations
on environmental expert assessment under applicable law of the Republic of Kazakhstan,

Chapter 9. international Co-operation in Environmental Expert Assessment
Article 41. International co-operation in environmental expert assessment

1. International co-operation in environmental expert assessment shall provide for environmental safety
of peopie, environment protection and efficient use of naturai resources under appropriate agreements.

2. If international agreements ratified by the Repubiic of Kazakhstan stipulate ather rules than those
specified in the law on environmental expert assessment of the Republic of Kazakhstan rules of international
agreements shall prevail.

3. Tim Government or central executive authorities of the Republic of Kazakhstan in charge of
environment protection may initiate international environmental expert assessment.

President of the Republic of Kazakhstan
N.NAZARBAEV

Almaty, March 18, 1997
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