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{{luman resources are andversally aceepted as the
most valuable assel of a nation, and developinend
of human vesources has therefore always been
among the top priorilics of the national agenda,
Although in the past, Thailand was conlent with
her agriculture-based economy from  self-suffi-
ctency in food production, but from the 1960's
Thailand began lo develop hee cconomy into an
industrialized one. Development of infrastructures
such as teleconnmunications then became neces
sary for the medern sociely. Telecommunications
sevvices in “Thailand were still al the inilial phase
of development with ondy about 10,000 telephone
lines,

Japan through the fornter OTCA (Overseas
‘Technical Cooperation Agency) which is now the
JICA (Japan Interoalional Ceoperation Agency)
helped “Fhailand 1o establish a training center in
{clccomniunications in 1960 with short courses for
training technicians for development of the tele-
comnunications infrastructure, With this small
seed of fricndship from Japan, through 38 vears of
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KMITL-The Everlﬂstii]g Symbol of Friendship from Japan

cooperadton and step by step development, it is to
aur delight and pride thatl the small raining cenler
has now become a major university of technology
of Thailand under the name “King Monghut's
Institute of Teehnology Ladkrabang (IKVMITLY",

[t started in 1960 with only 23 students for train-
ing cerlificates in telccommunicalions, now in 199%
it has almoest 12,000 students for degrees ranging
from Bacheior to Doctoral in mere than 50 fietds of
science and {echnolopy, KMI'TL has grown lo
meel the needs for the development of Thailand
into an cnerging industriadized cconomy,

It is my firm belicf as a person who closely
engraged in the development of KNMUTL and wor-
ked together with the Japanese for many years
that once an nuiversity is established, it will last
forever. KMITLL is definilely the everlasing symbolk

of friendship from Japan to lhe pcople of
Uhailand.
{IKosol Petchsuwan Former tector of KMITI )
Koso ¢
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