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- Mark Heal

M BEACHES HIT: QW slicks have washed eshore at the
southerns islands of Pulad Pawal, Pulas Sudong and Putag
Senang which are used as live firing ranges by the
Singaporg ArmedForces. . - .

K The EnvironmentENYY ard Defence ministries
carkied nit 2 joint ceconnaissance yesderday 1o a5sesy the

cxtent of the afl slicks 4= the beaches theye.
An ENVspakésman sald; "NV will provide every

. assistasce to Mindel inchuiding the provision of e,

chamicals Aad equiprment, to clear the oil slicks.”

B LOW FIRE RISK: Marine duel il whichleghed frém

he tanker, Evoltes, dies not cateh ficg easily. Captain
ft‘ Maritime 4ad Poct Authority™s port master.

d:"Itis mere difficult for it to'catch fire than moarine

" gasaline becouse it Is heavier and Wkicker, It mustreact 4

nnsch hlghcr Lenmpacatoge belare it lgnites.”

Asked if a ighted cigacetbe could sel the slick onlire,
ke spid it wag very unlikely and ddded that evegyone
intolved in fghting he sobi had alsa deen told ta obscnve
all safely measurzs,

B SORAY, WAONG DIRECTION: When drws of the
Collision broke, researches at tha Ceoty2 [ar Remaote
!tn.:f_ing. Srasing end Frocessing went intg action.

Hiaving s'gried an agrremenl with the Maritisee and
Forl Asthorily to puevide satellite pictores totrack the -
spread of ot Spille, (hé ecntre st The Nationad University of
Sagapacd rizd 19 snp a shol of the spill as asatellite
passed over the area, s

However, because the satellite was nol facing the right
diccetion, the picluce missed the collisTon scene and the
spill, o : :

Mr Kwnh [_-eﬂngikmn ke centre's assistant .
i the cenire then used anather satellite

theector, said that
b;g(k!.gra lesd of the harze, we 3w fhe ships, bk Bot the
=firks "

He added " The cartiest oppsilunity foe as lotake
ancther photn is oa Tuesday, but thal sright be footate”

B INTERNATIONAL HELP: More helpis en the wa
t fight tha spill s & six membet ram ol ervironment al
pretoction and aritiné experts teit Spdney, Australia,
westarday,

Mreadly hore isateani of six Sopancse gil disposal
exprris and clean up equipment, saidthe Japanese
erbassy heve yestenday. ) . .

The il industry has alse chippedin - - the Potroleum
Assoclation of Japan has atveady supplicd skliness,
whichcanremove ol from the waters suface

Four were In action yesterday.

S Gy SR,

W TIME QUT: Surie of the nificers at the Maribme ard
Purd Authority have beea working round the cinck since
the callisinn 6n We:lnesday night, stopping coly Barbaths
and valnaps. . X

Caprain Mack Heah, MPA's pord master, 83k "0nthe
Nest day, some of Gy werd heve [¢0 mot# than 24 houtd,
This went gn util the situation was under control, thon
sevent o shifis” : ’

Atthe necve ceolfre st Taojong Pagar Compiex, they
didaet even have bo step pul for meais as food was baing
erter e The mend fur the first day mee goreng cuny
puiffs and Swiss ralls. :

Frs thise out at the scene ofthe spill itself, 2 btk wag
their palr conceer. But by soue, oves along shower &id
nolt help L :

Captaia Uhaa Eng Kat, 49, deputy contvoller, MEPA,
went 6n baard the doinagedtorker, Evoikns, which
spilled the vl He sald he gave himsulfa "good soryut™
whonhe get back hotiie, bid when he came gut of ke
torhzeasn, he sbll genelt of ot .

e saied. My wifs asked me i1 bod bathed Now [sull
o sraell the peloleum oa me. Yo should have sécamy
shaey! They werr caked with biack ol Tha o wiar a e
fR s N

,482 —_
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Worst oil spill

2 captains
denied bail
in court
session

in morning
But one gets $100,000

bail offer in the afternoon

8yLimSeng Jin

© THE coptains of (he two o -

- vessels which collided in Lhe

: Singapeore Strait last wevk,

causing (he warst gif spill in
Singapore’s history, histened
calndy as a district judge de:
nied them bail i‘es!erday
worning when they were
charge

‘However, latar In (ha af-

terncon, §109,000 bail wes
ranted to one of them, Jan

ceptein of and-tegis-
tered Orapin al, a Very
Large Crude Canider. © 0 °
D The other caplain is Mi-
chacl Cha%ous, 54, a Grock,
wha wis iy charge of the Cy-
. Erus regirtered o) lanker
vuilkds
During the motning scs-
: gion, (1e judye hat rartedthe
L Deputy Tublie Prosecuter’s
reguest 1o keiy bk na in
el for a week for inests
gativns 1u b completed
Sokohunski is being fepoe-
sented by Me Francis Xavier
Mr Edniond Teecird is scling
R Chalkitis . R
DFF Anandan Bala, in
sceki:w# their remand, said
“The facls are sulficiently
con-plex thal evpruter data
bas 1o be oblained {rom the
retevanl porl authoritics

This takes time, and not alt

the records are ready as et
The DPF also said that
yosterday's charges were
mesely holding charges, and
the (wo. mes could be
chirged with more offcnces
under the 1972 Inlernational
Cotvehtion for’ Freventing
Coliisions Al Sea .
PBath eagdains’ lauyoers vl

L kung-based s
: pin Global, said that he ex-

fecled 1o e cemand request,
sn_)inﬁ that Lheir chargis wete
for offuntes where boil could
be offered, and thal the prose-
cutin should kive completed
its insestigations before charg:
ing them in colrt

Aller hearlng bath sides, |
{2

District Judge Sce Kee Gon

agreed ta have the captains .

cemnanded for & week in Gey-

lan§ police dvision |, -
M Perelra then asked if

their £ases could be reviewed

Jan - on Frida{ ot “ihey would be
akalowskl, §4, the Folish ! o

fangulshisg in fail over the
weekendg". The judge allowed
this, and fixed theis cases for
mentien bemorrey -

+ & Striits Tuncs chodk with
the High Cowrt showed Lhat
My Xavier had made an urgent

. apphication before Judicial

Commissiuner Choe Han Teck

*in the aflerndun, and got bai
. offered fur . Sekolowski Tt

$100,000 in org surety, of
§30.000 in two surelies

. A spekesman fur Denboln

Ship Managetacnt, the Hong
negefs of (ry

pects kait to be pul up lodoy

White gut ot bl Sikotows.

Ad hive 1o yepoit Lo the
bniestigating officer in charge
of his case Every eorning
Foth captaing' possporls have
been sutendeced

8 fgund guilty, Sukolewski
can bé jailed for wp Lo six
mrths 2nd fined up 16 §1,004.
Challatis Lices § maximurn)
septencg of Bwo years” )all and
2 §50.000 Gine o e is convicted

No one wid injurdd in the
collssion 6% 0L 15, bul the
damaged Evoikes spewed
25,008 tonnes of macine Riel
oit inlo the sea off southern
Singajwte .

The oil suckers

Instead of sprayirg chemicals, boots are new carrying egiipntent
trown as skimwrers, wiich acl hike giant vocunm cleaneis, to
reviove oil from the ivater surface.

Two dillerent types of skimmers are used Ib the clean-up:

The disc skimmes _ The wier skimmer
) 53y Welght LGy
up 1o ¥ qubig melres per hpur Cepacily up 10 30 Culat metces pac oo

G5 per Ceot off #nd 2 per centwates  Substance tetavered 40 per cenl ok 20d 69 per cent watet

- § boom
E Cranes lover the hyérauhc-

pedeied skemsnar ot Lhe 553

How they work [} et

E Whien 2 dise skimmer is ¢sed. the od shoks
10 the Cirgelar diges a5 dhgy ratale and (e

Wilh $he weer skanmer, 1 6il is
cavghtin a centrs condyner a5 it

. s serapped off pobs up . -
L ,f'i il a Yate g down ¢ - - - e
L Lorlaines in {he sea [ .
. - . -
. e R T
- Dise - Wier J .
skimmer skimrnrer "3
,,;"’F—;nla!inu' ;
- deses

Ly

N
ﬂ:—) Yhe oM'echsited Js « » -
% chaargiledinta dhoga tank ¢

entre vessal T

o

- o

Eugess vrater thaf sits at Once 1he 2,090-gaton
1r€ bakom.is returned

tarh s wled wilh oif, 1t is
Intteea, .
i

T tahen back 10 8RO

3 !’2 o 'g

ERE

W shinened is buing lywered &
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By Glnnle Teo

SINGAPORE did not sign an
international convention

which would allow it to claim
" up to $118 million in compen-

sation for oil spills because oil
companies hete did not want
topay higher insurance premi-
ums, said sources,

They say that Singapore is
now {imited to claiming only
up to $28 million for the 25,000
lonne spill in the Singapore
Strait more than a week agoe.

The Maritime and Port Au-
therity of Singapore (MPA)
s3id it was close o signing an-
other convention, which could
raise the cap on claims to
$403 miltion,

.- Butit will come too late for
- the spill that is now being
cleaned up. )

The two main international
" funds available to cover the
costs of pellution caused by
spills from oil tankers aie the
Civil Liability Convention 1962
{CLC 69) and the Fund Con-
vention 1971,

Thé 1969 convenlion caps
compensation al a fixed

amount, based on the size of the .

vessel, and the money is
- the shipowner and his
" tien and Indemnity Cluh,

idby
rolec-

- The cap was raised from .

. $28 miillion to $118 million fast

- year when an updated version’
of the convention came inlo ef -

- fect. Singapére signed the ﬁp
- Jated versfon last month and it

“will come into force here next

September, .
So for Singapore, the limit

stays at $28 million. ‘
Asked why Singapore bad

fifned the updated profocel
1

e, Mr Zafru{ Alam, second

asslstant director of the inter-
naticnal deparimentin MPA's -

olicy division, said: “We had

o write to the affected parlies .
such as shipowners bécause
ay :
higher insurance. We did it as -

they are the ones who will

fast as we could. Normually, a
convéntion comes into foree

alter years."

iTHI

CIVIL LIABILATY
CONVENTION 1969

H Compensation is ol a fixed
amount based onthesiicof
the vessel, and the mioney is
ﬁaid by the shinowner and

Is Protectionand
Indemntty Club, The cap was
raised froni $25 million to
$118 million 1ast year.
Singapore sigred the
updaled version fast monlh,
and it will go into ferce here
nexl September.

1971 FUND
CONVENTION

8 Members can claiin more
money if the cluims exceed
what was patd out under the

- 1369 convention. Singapore

does not belong Lo this fund.

would be belier,”

Counlries which are party
to the 1971 Furd Convention
can claim mote money if the
claims exceed what was paid
out under the 6% convention.:

- The 1971 convention, which
Indonesia and Malaysia have
signed, provides ' up: to

$118 miltion. But Singapore’

does not belong to this hung, !

A shipping source told The
Straits Tithes that this was be-
cause the inajor oil companies

— ¢ [

The Sunday Times, October 26, 1997

ey

'He added: "QF course, if we |
" had had it slightly earlier, it

“company Exxon is appealin
. ?gairlsl another US&S%P:EE 5
“fines. : :

9 $28mn for ofl spill
|

here did not want to
higher preiniums. :

The intemationat find is &i-
nanced by contributions from
oil companies, which impdrt

pay

" more than 150,000 toninss of pil

pecycar, : .

The source said thal the
companies did not wart to pay
becausc they were alceady
contributing to voluntary
scheimes, wich as the Tanker
Owners Voh.ntary Agreement

.concerning Liabilily for Oi}

Pollution, and the Coniract
Regarding a Supplement to
Tanker Liability for Od Pollu- .
Lion. : '

To address these short- .
falls, an updaled version of the
1974 Fund Convention came
into force internationally Lst -
year, raising the compensa-
ticn limit to $400 million.

MPA said it was preparing
the groundwork for Sirgapore -
to become a member of Lhis
updated fund. .. . ., :
Alegal source said that the
majer ol companies wobld
thea have no choice but {o join
this updated convention ba-

© cause the yoluntary scheimes

wauld no longer be valid,
The Exxon Valdez spill in
AMlaska cight years dgo saw

: about 35,000 tonnes of crude
. oil pour into the waters of Alas-
" ka's Prince Wiltiam Sound.

+ That spill fook thrée years.
and US$3.5 billion (5§55 bil-
liond to clean up, and the oil

O in
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A. bird perches atop the vil-stalned rocka of Pulsy
Jong. Although tbere bave been no dramatle acenes
of il sonked birds and dead mammals washing
ashore, the spill has{alen its tell on warine life.

‘h_'t'as!v:: the Loch Ness monstor has not surfaced °
argund tke Rafl¢s Lighthouse, This ks fesedarch -

assistant Harcene Tun, 27, collecting samples of
marine life for 8 study on the bnpact of the spill.

Achemical spray mists the air Lefore it hits the

witters These dedergonts ace uscd to Lreah up the -

oil purticlus into thossands oftiny d:oy!( ts,
©mraking M easy for micro-érganisms 16 vat’ l!u- wil.

% s St wét S
: l!c.ou.auere lald in, !he waters nroungl E\Usu Tdin l
tir kevp the il stick eul. ~

|
|
B
|

— Im_

Imchcs up to 50 o wide In parl!

[ i

hacd $wirl of the 6il slich on one side,
turquoise l.ranql.!l"lti on the other. Booms are used
tu contalnihe spill which susfeced as lorgc greasy

L
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Tanker which
spilled oil had
lowest rating
for safety

Massive ol spills are relatively rare
evenls, soit is highly unusual for a
tanker to be involved in even one
massive spill during its lifetime, much

Yess two such spills”

— Golob's 0il Pollution Bullelin onthe
Evotkos, which was called Messinjaki
Frontis 20 years ago. I spitled up to 24,000
tannvs of cirude oil and dicsel fuel off Crete

In Greece,

By Daminig Hathan
THE 20-year-oid oit tanker
Evoikos, which spitled 25,000
tonnes of marine fucl two
weeks ago, ablained the low-
est rating in an internatiannl
ranidng of tankers

The QOrapin Ginbal, the
very large crade cacrler
which it collided with on
Ocl L5 in the Singapoce
Strait, fared stghtly betler
with a “fair” rabing That Is
one grade M%u‘wn
. Thesa rankings were done
by the Tarker Advisory Cen-
Ire in New York, which pub-
%ishes an anaual Guide for the
Selectinn of Tankers, now in
its i5th year

It rates Lankers on a five-
point scale, according to theic
age, the aumber of past acc-
dents and the owner's salely
redord
o its 1997 listing ranks 3,341
tankers, of which less than
than 5 per cont recelved the
highest rating of five, white
abaist 1§ per cent were cated
“low", oF one, on the scile

Said the guide: “The user
should selegt tankers with
higher ratings lo aveid casa-
alties and lotal lnsses.” .

Among the vessels given a
“sre™ raling was the Evoikos
(25,428 gross tonnagal. -

The Eveikas is registered
in C&ms and gured by Ze-
tira Shipping Pie L\d

Actording (0 aa AMeri
cnn based rewsteller, Go-
Inh's 01t Pollution Bulletin,
the samse vossel was imvolved
o angther massive spifl at-
most 20 years ggo, off the
Groek island of Crete

Registered in Liberia then
yader the name of Messiniaki
Fzoctis, the tankec spifled up
to 24000 tonaes of crude ol
and dresel kel in the istand's
ccaslal waters aftar rusnirg
ageound i

“Massive oil spills are rel-
atively rare evenls, sa il is
highly unusual for a lanker to
i¥olved in even ore mas-
sive spill during ity lifetima,
niach 1ess twe such spills,”
said the butletin, -

The Qrapin -

Giabal

1120202 gross tonnnged, rat- .

od “lair", or twn, on the Tark:
e .’\dv!sogv Cenlre’s scale, 1s
registered in Thailand and
owned by Thai Intecnational
Tankees -+ Rangkek

is manager, Derholm
Skip Management, said that
its Polish captain, San Stko-
bowski, 54, was 2 very expori-
enwced ma tavirg joned
the company in %87 2% 3
chicf aficer. :

it added: "l¢ has been
master of very large ciude
carlices since 1986, with nu-
metous teips 19 and frem Sin-
gapore td his orodit and is
well acquainted with Siega-
pore wabers and regulzlions ™
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Japan’s oil-spill fighters

faced unusual problems

We couldn’t carry
oul aenial surveys.
In Japan, we
normally cairy
oul aerial surveys

F - S
b =

o

‘We wanted to eat
whatever the rest.
were eating. We
were working
hand-in-hand so

-in the morning, so we didn’t want to
we know where to be treated

“direct our vessels’ <differently’

_— Mr Miyatake, on -- Mr Miyalake, on

how the haze made
their job more
difficuit.

8y Ginnie Teo

JAPAN has given Singapore

$1 million worlly of cquip-
reat to tackle o ¢pills, on

top of sending six disaster
relief officers lo help in the >

massive cleanup of the
country's worst il gpill,

The equipmeént -- two :

skimmers and a get of od
boems measyring 230 m

lorng — wére sed in the’

clean-up of the spill that re-
sulted from the collision be.

fween the very large crude

carTier WLCC Ocapin Glob-
al and the oil tanker Evoikis
inthe Singapore Strait,

: The Japanese. team ar-
vived on Oct 18§, jusk three
days after the eotingion which
spewed 25,000 tennes of ma-
rine fuel oil into the sea. and
will feave for home today,

Team meinbars Yoshi-
fumi Miyalake, 32, and Yo-
shihisa Kasuya, 29, told The
Straits Fimes about their ex-
periences in. an interview
yesterday. ; :

For five days from Ocd 2t,

- they were out at sea for eight
1o 10 hours a day. They
“worked aldng the Sinki Fair-
© way, using skimners to suck
“the ofl from the water and
- booras to contain the spread
“of the spill, C
: When it got dark and it
was hard to see. they would

Eead back for tand to hold
ma2elings with ke Maritime
and Port Authority of Singa-
pore (MPAS. )

. They were usnally back
ai their hotel 31 7 pmy

Mr Yoshifumi Miyatake, 32, the team leader of the

ko

how his team was
not used to the
spicy food served.

us sweal alol."”

These problems aside,

cleaning up the spill was

. eaS{ in comparison with two

ospil

‘[ pan, said Mr Miyatake, The -
i wealher  edndilions were
. ve:?r differept then, he ad-
- ded. S

s they had handledin.Ja-

In Januac

splitin the Sea of Japan in a
heavy slormi, spilling 6,240
[otnes of oil.

" In July, the Japanese.op-
:‘eraled
o Grace scraped & reefin shal.
. low ‘water, damaging three
ol its ttorage tanks and spitt-

tanker Diamond

ing 1,315 tonnes of oil.
- Me Miyalake ¢aid: VAl

: though the Nakhodka accl-
“dent invelved only 6240
" {onnes of oil, we took three

| . . months te clean it up be-

Japanese teaim, relaling hils experiencesatan

Ficlure by STEVEN LEE.

They were frge th have
their dinnec of to watch tele-
vision, il as the team lead:
er, Mr Miyatake, said “we
werds busy writing onr ro-

Spels, soowe had Libe to eat

ooly a light diveér,”
The haze was an obsta.

_cle. Said Mr Miyatake: “We
“coulda’t cany cut agsial sur-
veys. In Japan, we nonmally
carry eut aerisl suiveys in

the motning, 50 we know
where to direct our vossels ™

The haze also irritated
heir Lhroats, while Me Ka.
suy2. the ¢eordinater, suf-

feced from sove eyes.

Food was_another sur-
prise. The Japanese were
not used to (ke spi¢y food
served. S

Said Mr Miyatake: "We

wardéd 1o eat whalever the

rest were ealing. We were

working handia hand so we

didn't want ta be treated dif-
ferently. :
© "We were gut at sea 0
hours at a stretch without a
Lailet on the barge. Bul even
Miough we drank a lot ef min-
eral watee, we didnt need a
teilet bocause the heat made

T, cause it was winler lime.

: The teinperature was minus
d ¢ . 10 degrees and the waves
intenview yesterday at the Tanjong Pagar Cotuplex, —

reached up Lo six metres.”
.~ They tack a month Lo

‘tackle the Diamond Grace

spilh.-
. He ¢bid of the Singapore

“spilt: *The amiount of oif was

huge, but much of it foved

out of Singapore waters into

the Malacca Strait. We have
never - experieénced :such
calim seas, it was easy o op-
erate our oit spill plan® -

Meanwhile, MPA said In
its daily update yesterday

- that patches of oil wege seen

at Pulav Sudeng, Rafiles
Lighthouse and at Selat
Puah Anchorage. It de-
ployed 15 craft to monitor
and clean vp these patclies.
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this year, the -
Russian tanker Nakhodha

-
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- JAPAN INTERNATIONAL COOPERAIION AGENCY

Sangopore Office

Room 881, RELC Buitging,

30, Orange Grove Road, Singepore 258352,

Tet : 7340706, 7340477, 7340460, 7341247, 7341949

Fax: 7322675

LIST OF THE EQUIPMENTS DONATED TO THE
GOVERNMENT OF SINGAPORE BY JIGA

2 SETS OF OIL SKIMMER GT-185
1 SET OF VIKOMA HI-SPRINT

2 SETS OF BARGE
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Acknowledgement Receipt

‘This serve as an acknowledgement receipt of the following equipments

handed over by Japan International Cooperation Agency-to'Maritime_ And Port
“Authority of Singapore.

2 SETS OF OIL SKIMMER GT-185
1 SET OF VIKOMA HI-SPRINT

2 SETS OF BARGE

o received by: M

KHONG SHEN PING
DIRECTOR {PORT)

~ MARITIME AND PORT AUTHORITY OF SINGAPORE

‘date: 2t{1o[47
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MPA
Director-General
Director, Port Division
Port Masler

Liaison Officer
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