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" The State shall take measures to facilitale the acquisition, by these inhabitants,
of farming equipment and other inputs.

The land owned by villagers resettled outside a forest shall immediately be
reafforested as a state forest.

4.2. FOREST LAW No 6831

According to the definition of forests indicated in item one ; Communities of trees

and bushes which are grown by human effort, together with their sites, are regarded as
forests.

The following areas however are not regarded as forests:

A) Marshlands;
B) Areas covered with steppe vegelation;

C) Thom and bramble patches of ali kinds;
G) Parks;

D} (Amendment 2896, 23.9.1983) Urban cemeteries and areas covered with

trees and bushes in ancient cemeteries located within the boundaries of towns or
villages; .

E) Areas containing species of trees and bushes which do not grow naturaily in
the neighboring forests and which are located on privately owned land,

F) (Amendment 3373 - 22.5.1987) Areas covered with sparse trees or clumps of
trees and bushes of any kind, which, if within or adjacent to forests, are deeded, or, if

outside forests, are private property with all the appropriate documents of disposition,
and which are being used as agricultural tand;

G) {Amendment 3373 - 22.5.1987) All areas covered with trees and bushes of

any kind which are outside of forests and on privately owned land of not more than
three hectares in areag;

H) All kinds of fruit trees and bushes which are on-privately owned land,
~including pistachio pine and vatonia oak groves that have either been grown or are
going to be grown depending on the nature of the environment;
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" 1) (Amendment 2896 - 23.9.1983) Grafted or non-grafted olive orchards or
privately owned fand, wild olive orchards which have been excluded from State-owned
orchards by special law and which have been improved and assigned as freeholds; and

groves of wild or grafted pistachios, mastic trees and carob, as clearly specified in Law
no. 6777 of 9.7.1956;

J) Areas covered with heath or scrub and not requiring preservation.
According to the item 2 of the same law which is changed on 5.6.1986 ;

{Amendment 3302 - 5.6.1886) The following kinds of areas may be excluded from
the boundaries of forests: '

A) Areas preservation of which as forests would be of no scientific value and
which could be more beneficially converted into agricultural land for the purpose of
complete or partial settlement of the populations of villages within the forests; and areas
covered with heath and scrub which have been determined to be useful for conversion
into agriculturatl land and are at present included under the forestry regime,

B) The following from among areas which prior to 31.12,1981 had completely lost
their scientific character as forests: lands which have been determined to be usefut as
agricultural land of various kinds, such as fields, vineyards, gardens, fruit orchards,
olive archards, hazelnut orchards, pistachio (pignolia and pistachio) orchards, or useful
for stock-breeding, such as pastures, and summer and winter grazing lands, as well as
community settlements with fown or village buildings.

If such areas, which are excluded from forests, belong to the State, they shall be
excluded from forests in the name of the Treasury; if they belong to public legal entities
they shall be excluded in the name of such legal enfities; and if they are private forests
they shall be excluded in the name of their owners. After the transaction has been

completed, the required corrections and modifications shall be entered in final form on
the deed.

Apart from such areas, no limitations of any kind may be placed on the
boundaries of forests.

As long as the. conditions described continue to exist, the provisions of this
article shall not apply in the forested areas set aside as forest reserves or national
parks, in forested areas to which right of access has been established, orin areas
subsumed under the forestry regime by Article 3, nor shali lhey be implemented in any
form whatsoever in areas in which forest fires have occurred.

T 5%~
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" (Annexed paragraph 3373, 22.5.1987) Until the sale has been completed, no
recompense shall be collected from users of areas, buildings or other facilities in areas
which have been excluded from the boundaries of forests by paragraph (B) of this
article and which are to be sold in retumn for a price to be allotted according to their
actual status under articles 11 and 12 of Law no. 2924.

Article 3 : Upon the recommendation of the Ministries of Agriculture or Education
or of the Tourismm General Directorate, a decision may be given by the Council of
Ministers to take under the forestry regime areas which, due to their location, situation
or characteristics, would benefit the interests, heaith and security of the country and its
people or which need to be preserved because of their historical, aesthetic or touristic
value, whether they are State property or the property of private individuals.

Article 4 : In terms of ownership and management, forests are divided inlo the
following groups:

A) State forests,

B) Forests belonging to public legal entities;

C) Privéte forests.

In terms of their features and characteristics they are divided into the following
groups:

A) Forest reserves;
B) National parks;

C) Production forests.

Article 5 : Penmission shall be granted by the Minist.ry of Agriculture for the use
and management by various departments of the State in a manner consistent with their

founding purposes of the forests set aside for the private purposes of such
departments.

The Ministry of Agriculture shall permit various departments of the State which

are not legal entities to use the forests set aside for their own purposes in a manner
consistent with such purposes.

e e
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Article 6 : {Amendment 3373 - 22.5.1987) Under the provisions of this Law,all

forests owned by parties other than the State are subject to the controi of the Forestry
General Directorate.

Al matters of any kind pertaining to State forests or to areas regarded as State
forests shall be handled by the Forestry General Directorate.

The item 13 of the law proposes that " the priority would be given for the support
of the development of the people at their living circumstances \living in the forest

village or in villages at the vicinity of forests. They are settled to appropriate places, if
their development seems impossible.

According to the item 14 of the sub-section, conceming the protection of forests,
prohibitations are as follows;

a) Cutting and lifting the natural or artificial planis or seedlings; destroying

sowing areas, damaging and cutting or plucking branches and tops of the living trees or
making shingle.

b) Cutting or uprooting the living or dead trees, debarking or producing of rezine

and chip of pitch, cutting and camrying bended or fallen trees or producing charcoal from
them.

¢) Collecting and transporting tilia flowers, all kinds of forest undercover, gall
nuts, acoms, medicinal plants or forest tree seeds.

d) Fishing by dynamite or poison in lakes, dams, and rivers.
e) Producing sand, soil and gravels for personel needs, but not for trade aims.

The item 15 of the law indicates that * paragraphs (a),(b) and (c) of the item 14
allows under the permission of the forestry administration.

According to the item 19 of the law;

"The access of all kind of animals to forest is prohibited. The forestry
administration only allows: grazing for the animals suffering from nutrition in drought
regions as well as the animals belong to the villagers living in forest villages or the
villages that have state forest in their boundaries. This permission can be given under
the terms and conditions of a given period, defined animal species and areas, without
giving any damage to the forest. The details are organized by reguiations”.
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According to the item 21 of the law;

" The grazing of herds in state forests can be done according 1o the pIans and
the permission of forest administration”.

According to the item 22 of the law;

" The Ministry of Forestry takes necessary measures for the rehabilitation of
treeless grazing lands in state forests”.

According to the item 31 of the law;

* The forestry administration gives wood, only just once, to each house holder,
continiously living and registered in the village that has state forest in this %illage
boundries for building their house, store, bam, straw rick and poultry house as well as
for village community needs such as school, mosque, health house, bridge and village
guesthouse at a price of including tariff price, cost of cutling and storing transportation
from the wood selling areas or from the storing places in the forest”.

According to the item 32 of the law;

" The forestry administration gives wood, only just once, to each house holder
continiously living and registered in the village that has degraded state forest or in
towns with less than 2500 inhabitants, that has productive state forests in their
boundries for building their house, store, bam, straw rick and pouitry house as well as
for village community needs such as school, mosque, health house, bridge and village
guesthouse at one third of the wood cost from the nearest selling places”.

_.The item 34 indicates the utilization of forest villagers from coppice ferests. The
implementation of this item gives some indications of a kind of social forestry. The forest

villagers are doing all administrative activities under the contro! of the MOF. This item is
as follows; :

* The forestry administration gives fuel wood to each real person continiously
living and registered in the village or in towns that has produclive state forest in their
boundaries as well as to each of the forest village development cooperatives founded
by households majority in village or towns that has productive state forest in their
houndaries, al the whole amount of fuel wood that are cut, carried and stored by

themselves in unit price terms from the coppice forests, in a given time periad, at the
cost price. '

Same procedure, as in coppice forest, is applied to reforestétion, rehabilitation
and maintenance activities®.
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‘ The item 40 of the same law indicates the working priority given to the
forest villagers is as follows;

" The forestry administration gives the working priority to the forest village
development cooperatives and the forest villagers working especially in or at the vicinity
of forest working places, takmg the distance and manpower inlo account, and without
considering the boundries and forest site of the working place,in state forestry activities

such as reforestation, forest maintenance, rehabilitation, road construction, cutting,
collecting, transport and production”.

The item 48 of the forest law indicates that the forests belonging to public estates

are under their ownership but are controlled and inspected by the state in terms of
management and protection.

According to the item 55 of the forest law, the includings of item 48 is valid for
private forests.

The item 57 of the forest law organizes the activities of reforestation and forest

rehabilitation to be carried out by village juridical persons and other real and juridical
. persons, According to this item;

* The General Directorate of Forestry allows to do reforestation to the village
juristic persons and to other real and juridical persons, with the objective of icreasing
forests, on areas in forest boundries that have degraded by forest fires or any other
reasons with the protect:on areas that have no characteristic of soil conservation but
identified in management plans as well as state areas having appropriate site and soil
conditions for forest establishment, This reforestation are to be done according to the
plans approved by the General Directorate of Forestry".

The item 63 of the forest law gives tax excemptions to the ones going to establish
private reforestations. According to that item;

" The owner of land who has established forest by forest trees as well as others

- such as poplar, eucalyptus and alnus, in the area minimum of half ha or in various
areas total of one ha,

will be excempt from tand and home taxes of the reforested areas

for a period of 50 years. The tax excemption has cancelled if this land is not protected
as forest.

All kind of technical assistance and reforestation plans are to be done by forest
administration, free of charge. The reforested areas completed according to the plan

and in the given time period, is assigned to the person, free of charge,at the end of the
fitth year from the start™.
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" The item 84 gives indications and details of the Reafforestation Fund. The item is
as follows;

"« In accordance wilh the articles 57 and 63 of this forest act, to support the
establishment of forests and nurseries by real and juridical persons as well as by state
institutions and enterprices, a Reforestation Fund is founded in the MOF.

Revenue sources of this fund.is as follows;

a) Transfers from the General Budget

" b} Up to 5% of the annual sale revenues of GOF (this percentage is determined
every year by the Minister of MOF)

¢) Revenues from the rental of the forest lands for other than wood produdion

purposes {for mining, tourism, elc} in accordance with the article 16, 17, 18, and415 of
the forest law No 6831.

d) Donation
e) Other revenues.

The item 116 of this law, indicates the usage ‘rights of landtords , is as
follows;

* The land owners rights in terms of the usage of trees and scrubs in their propetty,
indicated in the item 1 of this law is as follows;

a) The land owners are allowed to cut and transport alt kind of fruitful trees and
brushs (except Pinus pinea) for their needs and market sales from the areas identified
in paragraphs (C), (E), (D), and (H) without having any permission and conditions.

If ‘the cutted trees are identified as forest tree species in state foresis an
identification paper is prepared but no brand and transport document are necessary.

b) All kind of fuelwood and construction wood needs of the land owners from the
areas identified in paragraphs (F) and {G) and from the grave yards (H) as well as from
the coppice and Pinus pinea forests (H) are provided by informing local forest
administration and proving in identification paper. Under this condition no brand and

transport document are necessary. But for the market sales exploration, brand and
transport documents are essential.

According to the additional item 3 of this forest Iaw;:“ A fund is founded in MOF |
with the objective of development of forest villagers in or at the vicinity of state forests.
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ANTALYA DECLARATION OF XI. WORLD FORESTRY CONGRESS
(Forestry for Sustainable Development Towards XXI. Century )

On October 22, 1997, a declaration about the XI. World Forestry Congress
was made which is explained as ;

“We, the 4200 participants from 145 countries gathered in Antalya,
Turkey between October 13 - 22, 1997 from ministries to technicians, from
many disciplines and backgrounds, from governmental and non-governmental
organizations and other major groups, concerned about the state and future of

the world's forests and tire need to improve their management for the benefit of
people call on :

1. Countries to demonstrate increased political will to overcome the

obstacles to achieve sustainable forest management,

2. Forestry professionals to respond to the changing needs and
challenges of achieving sustainable forest management and take the
lead in creating environmental, social and economic awareness,
adjusting education curriculum, promoting participatory forest
planning and decision making processes by all interested parties and
enhancing training of forestry professionals and field staff with
particular attention o the role of women and youth;

3. Countries, international organizations and major groups to work
together to implement the proposals for action agreed by the
Intergovernmental Panel on Forests and ensure that further
international policy dialogue and associated actions, within the
Intergdvernmenra! Forum on Forests and other policy for a continuous
10 be based on openness and transparency;

4. Countries and the international donor community, especially the

international financial institutions, to more effectively contribute to and



enhance the mobilization of domestic and international financial
resources and environmentally sound and appropriate technology
transfer, on preferential terms as mutually agreed, to build the capacity
of developing countries and countries with economies in transitions to
better inventory, assess, monitor and manage their forests in a balanced
and sustainable manner for multiple benefits, including through the
wider use of joint ventures and public - private partnerships, especially

joint implementation programmes ;

S. Countries and international organizations to adopt a cross sectoral
approach to national policies for forests, agriculture, energy, water,
soils, mining, transportat;'on and rural development which recognizes
that many of the causes and therefore solutions, to deforestation and

forest degradation lie outside the forest sector ;

6. Countries, international organizations and forestry professionals to
work in open and participatory partnership with all interested parties,
including non-governmental organizations, the private sector,
indigenous people, forest dwellers, forest owners, local communities and
others affected by forest and other land use policies and decisions ;

7. Countries and international organizations to further develop
methodologies and mechanisms for the valuation of forest goods and
services and for facilitating the integration of non-traded forest benefits
into markets and public decision making processes, giving consideration
to the equitable distribution of costs and benefits as well as

methodologies and mechanisms for including changes in forest stocks in
national accounting systems ;

8. Countries and international, regional and national research

organizations to identify and undertake priority research activities, in

response to the needs of the society that build upon existing scientific



and traditional knowledge, emphasizing the need for applied research
and to widely disseminate results to all interested parties in a timely
fashion ;

9. Countries to develop and apply national level criteria and indicators
for sustainable forest management to assess the state of their forests and
develop national forest inventory and monitoring systems which take
into account these criteria and indicators as well as to provide data to

improve the FAQ global forest resources assessment programmes beyond
the year 2000.

J0. Countries, international organizations, major groups, the private
sector and other interested parties to promote greater public awareness
of the vital role of forests to society, the problems facing the world’ s
forests and the urgent need to work together to implement practical
solutions to improve the management of forests.

11. Countries, international organizations and non-governmental
organizations to foster community forestry and agroforestry programmes
and enhance extension services to forest owners and users in order to
better address the needs of individuals and local communities relying on

forests and promote investments in sustainable forest management ;

12, Countries and international organizations to recognize that in many
regions of the world, fast growing tree plantations can contribute to
sustainable management of forests by meeting subsistence needs and

can complement, and/or reduce the pressure on, natural forests through

increased supply of forest goods and services ;

13. Countries to develop, implement and review policies, plans and
inanagem_ent' practices aimed at minimizing the destructive nature and

extent of wildfires on forest lands ;
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{4. Countries to prepare and implement national forest programmes as @
means fo establish national priorities and identify actions needed to
manage forests sustainably in a participatory and transparent manner,

securing ownership and traditional rights ;

15. Countries and international donor community to give increased
attention to the rehabilitation of degraded forest land and to addressing
deserﬁﬁca:ion problems through ela.borarion and implementation of
national plans for combating desertification, with particular attention
to the problem of moving sands and arid and semi-arid lands, to better
meet the subsistence needs of people, particularly those relying on
forests for food, fuelwood and fodder;

16. Countries, international organizations, academic institutions and
forestry professionals to raise awareness at all levels of the importance
of biological diversity, including conserving, enhancing and
sustainably utilizing forest related genetic resources, which provide

significant benefits to present and future generations ;

17. Forest industries to adopt and implement voluntary codes of conduct
to contribute to sustainable forest management through their domestic
and international operations, including through management practices,

technology transfer, education and investment ;

extend our warm appreciation to the Government of Republic of Turkey for

hosting, with the support of FAQ, the XI. World Forestry Congress and request

they disseminate widely the conclusions and recommendations of the Congress,

including this Declaration to governments, international organizations and

the range of interested parties. ”

Antalya, Turkey
October 22, 1997
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