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Japan to send rescue team .
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H;.i::i?) 31 Oct Japanese joln search for survivors in Cairo ubble
¢ \adds detalls)

By Clvistine Hauser _ _
CAIRO. Oct 31 {Reuter) - Japanase rascus workers joined Gefman and Egyptian toams on Thursday {0

search for survivors in the rubble of the coliapsed Calro apariment building in which at least 31 people
died. .

Maay more people are feared buried In the ruins of the 1 1-storey bullding, which crumbled into a
mountain of dust and concrete slabs on Sunday. _ :

"We don't know K thero are still people alive or not,” a grim-faced Ismail Osman, chairman of Arab

~ Contractors’in Cairo, loig the Japanese as they arrived before dawn al the site in the suburb of Heliopolis. -
More (han 20 survivors have been dug from the rubble but rescuers say four died later in hospital..

On Tuesday, two women were pulled out alive after 38 hours entombed in the rubble but 8 German

worker said the chancas of finding more survivors were receding. o
~Japanese Ambassador Kunio Kazakura lold Reuters hls counlry’s team would use sound and breathing
detectors.

“We will do as much as we can lo assist the rescue work,” he sald. "WWo have expetienca in this kind of
thing."” :

The Japanese, wearing blue and orange jumpsuits with *Disaster Relie Team™ sewn on the backs, were
briefed in a nearby office on the rescue oparalions so far st the collapsed apartment block, which Egyplian
newspapers have called the "building of death.” N

Some of the Japanese leaned out of the office window with camaras to take plcturaes of the davastated

- site bafore joining the other rescuers swarming over the hill of rubble. o '

Under the glare of floodlights, exhausted workets combed the rubble with pick-axes and their hands, -
pullinig out children's clothing, flatlened toys. lorn mattressas and cther debris of peopie's lives. '

The Japanese Intemationat Cooperation Agency has sent a 24-strong team to Join the German Red
Cross and Egyptian workers. S _ o

On Thursday, the taams began soarching a comer of the building which did not fully crumble, _

“These are spols whare we can find people living,” said Assad Salama, who was senl by London's -
fmpaerial College to help in the rescue operations. . _ '

German workers and sniffer dogs began the deficate lask of examining the unstable comar. A crane litted
them up in a swaying basket so they could pear into crevicas with torches. - i
Al ona point an avalanche of rubble came pouring down, sending officials and jeumalists running for cover.
_ "Nothing." German Red Cross worker Freider Shafer said after the search. “Only places, holes where we
can saarch for people. There might be peopls inside.” P S . _ :
. Bulldozers scooped up debris as weary refalives fooked on, covering their mouths and noses from the
dust and stench of decomposing corpses. o L , S o :

Authorities said the building had been illegally heightened. Officials have promised tougher punishments
for unlicensed buildings and partiament Is expected 1o discuss drafting a law banning peopte {rom
renovating flats without expert penmission. _ _

Soaring property prices have encouraged landfords 1o add extra floors illegally. Several buildings have
coltapsed beneath the exira weight and recent eathquakes have also taken their toll on poorly construcled

~ buildings in the crowded Egyptian capital,

- For related news, double click on Qrie of the following codes:
(G] (MD} {MEAST} EG] [LOC] [EMRG] [P} [DIS] {NEWS] [LEN)

Thursday, 31 October 1996 03:37:34
© ENDS [n1.31393438) ~
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The Japanese rescue team arrived

The Japanese rescue team arrived in Cairo at dawn today, and
headed for the building's site directly after arrival. “The team
comprises 24 persons and accompanics 5 trained dogs and some

- equipment to search the victims.

The team held a meeting with Cairo Governor as soon as they
arrived to coordinate their work with the work of the existing rescue

{cam in the arca.
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Japanese team

Khalid Salah Al Din wrote:

A Japanese tcam arrwcd m Cajro early this momlng in order to
take pait in the rescue operation for the victims of Heliopolis' collapsed
building.

The team comprises 24 pf:s;);offthc Japancsc "drrEndeas
Astoloh®-Group. It accompanies advanced eqmpment o search the
victims. : _ _

“The head of the team Aklo Wada’ cxpressed hope to f“nd alive
~ persons under ruins. . _ _
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Masr Il Gedida Disasler .
Looking for 28 bodics , No hope lo lind alive people _
lapanese sensilive equipmenl Lo delect bodies al 28 meler depth

Rescue leams wenl on for lhe fillh day successively lo lifl over lhe debiis of Mosr LI
* Gedida ond look for the missing people aller the orrivol of Jupanese leom ol 24 members
provided wilh the newest equipment lo delect bodies al 20 meler depth beneglh . the rublie
olso record hearl beals from kot depth . Anolker Hungarien leam of five members came in

addition lo lhe German who shill works il now

The number of viclims which {heir bodies were raised , have reached 32-4ill yeslerdoy
“alleravon . The Joponese lesm leoder poinfed out thal the equipmenl hos succeeded -lo
determine lhe location of 28 bodies sbll uadernealh .

A funnel from the lefl side of he building has been mode lo rgise six bodies  The
- Japonese team said thot hopes lode complelely lo lind olive people under the rubble

On he olher side . Dr Amed Serour head of People Assembly demanded from housing
commillee of lhe Assembly lo inove {o'lhe sile ond prepore o report to be discussed in
the firsl session of ‘he new sessions of he porlioment . The head of the commillee sod
thal new legistolions ore nol needed since the law qives lhe execulive authorly lhe power o
courl summoning lo sellle these subjecls , bul the situation is dangerous ond necds o firm
sland . ' : : : o =

M the some lime , Mosr £l Gedido proseculion office continued the invesligolion of the cose.
as lhe invesligators occompoined lhe-owner of the building for the second time to search in
his flal in Zomalek for documenls which mighl be useful-in lhe invesligalion .
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RESCUE warkers found three
bodies yesterday in the rubble
of the Cairo apartment

building that collepsed five -

days sgo and the head of the
operetion said this brought the
number of conlirmed dead to
0. .

A Japanese team mansged
io insert & “fibrescope’’ probe
thiough the debris and into a
small chember at the back of
the 13storey building but
found no sign of people, dead
or alive,

“We ‘checked in both

 directions but there was noone

Rescuers find 3 hodies in collapsed building

there.” said Akio Wade, the
dicector ‘of the ‘Japanese
Foreign Ministey's Overseas

‘Disaster Assistance Divistan.

* The 24 Japanese brought
sensitive equipment to detect

the heartbeats of any
SUrvivors. .
Major-Genecal Nader

Noman, the tread of the overall
rescue operation, told
reporters the rescue workers
camée 2crose the three corpses
at dawn jyesterday. "We
estimate there are another 15
or ‘16 people buried in the
buitding. he sdded. h

" A Huogarian -team has
broughit sniffer dogs to the site
and wece waiting yesterday for
sccurale {ix on eny bodies.

~ After live diys of rescue

work most of the rubble has

been compacted inte a solid -

mass, the rescue workers seid.
Wada. said the process of
clearing the rubble was now

~ speeding up and the site could

be clesr within tiso days.

‘The press gave promineat
coverage to tougher
cause death’ or

In a decreé on . Thursday,

Prime, Minister. Dr' Kamel =
Ganzouri set a minimum eof

B0 -

. perpetrators

new .
_penalties for landlords who
injury by.
_breaking building tegulations.

five years in jeil for any one.
caught’ constructing oc
renovating a building without:
a licence. ’

If anyone is killed ocif three
people are injured when an’
tllegal building collapses. tha
face up 1o W,
years in jail with:hard lahoor!
the decree said. The owners
will also have to pay for
removing any extra (loors:
built illegally. :
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Conlinuing allempls lo find olives in the disastercus butlding | o
Jopanese , Hungarions ond German working leem cooperale with he Lgyplian rescue leom

On the filth doy successively , fhe Egyplion rescue lcom continued their work in {he
disaslerous building in Mosr El Gedido . They slill hold hope lo find olive people under the
debris despile of toising dead bodies which seoched to 32

Omar Abd £ Akher governor of Coiro seid Lhal lhese missions come voluntertly to cooperale
wilh the fqyplion rescue leoms who do lheir besl since the beginning of the honble
disoster . These working teams work elficiently which quolify (hem lo discover lhe dead
bodies end get hem out quickly . The Coico “governor ‘mel 1he "Jopanese delegolion ond
Lqyplion rescue teorn os they put quick plan lo dig onolhier tuanel from ihe bockswde afler
the Jeponese rescue leem who reached 21 mémbers hod o look on the design of the
disaslerous builting ond deleimine the besl location’ for enlering inside lo gel the bodies

oul .

The Japonese leom arived ol 2,00 oclock in lhe mid night yesterday provided with
deleclors working by compuler , probers | x-i0ys ond manual lools . Mler ogreeiag lo give
lhe Jopanese team ihe opportunily to work ‘alone for en hour wilhoul the mlerference of
ony oulhority . They localed the working orees and drow signs on lhe excovalion spols
where viclims lie undernealh . They were oble lo enler o lang lunnel olone from the lefl
side of lhe building where Lhey locoted 28 bodies hence work slorled lo gel {hem oul ofter

they divided the work among Hiera on periods .

After few hours , anolher expert leam {rom Hungory ceme 05 0 tind of assislonce from lhe
“Hungarion minislry of delence . They include 5 members omong them o doclor and ?Z
{rained dogs which hove high ablities lo delect bodies . :

~ Caroly Bemly , Hungorion Consul in Egypl who occompanied them- lo the disaslerous sile
‘lhol lhis expeil learn is considered the ‘mos quolified leom in Huagery . 1L previously
‘worked in Solvino and Ukraine . Msa -, (e dogs hove high abilly lo delect vicin even under
“woler . Al {he some lime , The Germon teom who came lo The place in the second day still

works logether with the olher leom and hos nol feft yet .

A security officiol seid thol work wos slopped by heavy equipment for prolecling the feeting
of famiies of viclims who were agiloled by seeing the crones even though, the equipment of
cescue leom delecl f lhere ore alives or nol before storling using lhem  Bul for the
feetings of the [amifics of victims , they slopped works '

The Jopanése leom expects lhe work will contioue fof five days m'org . The Lgyplicn ond

foreign fescue *leam operoled hydoulic ladders to ‘reach lhe highest lloor which didnol - |

“collopse where {roined dogs gnd modern equipmenl were used in on gllempl lo detecl
victims ond test the firmness of the building which stil exisls end il wos plonned lo build
leal covering lhe building ond specialized leom explode it wilhoul offecling the neorby -
building which were remaved from he inhobilonls since the beioning of The disoster

Ahram Néwspapcer
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Al-Madina) wrote * Japanese rescue workers joined the German

“and Egyptian rescue teams to look for survivors in the collapsed

- building of last Sunday. The Japanese Ambassador Kunio
Katakura, told Reuters the Japanese team will use equipment to
detect sound and breathing of survivors ang said we'll do our best
as we have experience in such works.
JAICA sent 23 members team to join the German red cross and the
Egyptian workers. The team started search in the part which was

- not completely destroyed.

Source (Al-Madina -dated 01 Nov, 1996 P.2)

A Sharq Al-Awsat newspaper said that a Japanese rescue team -
equipped with the most madern technologicai equipment and with
trained dogs joined the German and Egyptian rescue teams.
Source (Asharg Al-Awsat -dated 31 Oct. 1996 P .4)

Hayat said a Japanese team of 24 members arrived accompanied
by modern equipment operated by laser, and small forklifts .
Source (Al-Eqtisadiah -dated 01 Nov. 1996 P.16)

The Eqtisadiah newspaper said that the Japanese team was able
to dig five new bodies and reiterated the statement of the

Japanese Ambassador earlier quoted by Madinah.

Source (AI-eqisadiah -dated 01 Nov. 1996 P.16)

~The qulsadlah newspaper said that the Japanese team headed by
" the expert Suzuki is handling through very accurate equipment
‘removing the wreckage so that the back side 'of the building, which
did not collapse yet, wilf not collapse. The newspaper added that -
‘the Japanese team confirmed that a fot of remdents tried to escape.
- from the back side of the building. :
Source (Al-Eqtisadiah -dated 02 Nov. 1996 P.4)
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