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Translation

Ref. 8053
Dated. 96/11/19

~ The Minister of Foreign Affairs
Triternational Cultural Relations

- NOTE VERBAL

* The Egyplian Ministry of Foreign Affairs -The International Cultural

Department- presents its compliments to The Japanese Embassy in Cairo .

' And referring to the request submitted by Cairo Governorate to dispatch a

Japanese Rescue Team to assist in the rescue works of the Helioplis

Collapsed - Building , and the immediate response of the Japanese
‘Government and Japan International Cooperation Agency to this request . |
And with rcferencc to the rescue equipment donated to The Fire Brigade and
Civil Defence Depariment in Cairo Governorate , and the great efforts of the
Embassy membess and JICA members who attend the rescue works of the

Team at the site . '

The ngptlan Mmlstry for Fore:gn Affalrs - the Intematlonal Cullural
: Rclauons Department avails itself of ‘this opportunity to expmss it's

= apprecnallon and grautude to the Japanese Embassy for this quick response

and the great efforts exerted by ‘The Japancse Rescue Team with the support
of the Japanese Embassy .

- To the Embassy of Japan
C. C Japan Intcrnattonal Cooperallon Agency



EMBASSY OF THE ARAB
REPUBLIC QF EGYPT
TOKYQ

e

No.139

The Embassy of the Arab Republic of Egypt in Tokyvo preseats its

compliments to’the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan and with

reference to 'the colldpsed building in Cairo on Det. 27,:1996

: has ~the Thonor to coiivey the gratitude of the Governer of Cairo.

+ H.E. Mr. Muhammed Omar Abd Al~Akher to' the Japanese Rescue team

-~ on their 'outstanding support rendered to the Government of the
Arab Reublic of Egypt to help avacuate the building.

' The Embassy of tha Arab Republic of Egypt on Tokvo avails itself
of this opportunity to renew to the Ministry of Foreig Affanrc
of Japan the assurances of . ita hlghest consideration.

Tokyo, December 10, 199§

- To: Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan
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RESCUE WORKERS check th

8.10.29

of Cairo apartment

CAIRD (AP) Rescue workers
using cranes and sniffer dogs
Monday pulled 15 survivors
from the ruins of a collapsed
12-story apartment building
in suburban Cairo, but dozens
of other people were still be-
licved trapped inside.

Since he Sunday night col-
fapse, 15 bodies have been re-
moved, and police say more
than 60 people remain unac-
counted for. Six survivers
were rescued Sunday.

Police delained a building
conlractor and an engineer-
ing conswltant for questioning

_ Monday, saying they may

have been responsible for
weakening the ' building's

Calro Sunday in thelr atlempts to find survivors.  aeenoto

structure by ordering the re-
moval of walls during the ren-
ovalion of an apartment.

The building’s owner also

“was arrested, police said.

Some residents of the 40-
apartment building jumped
from their balconies as the
concrele-block and plaster’
building crumbled, neighbor
Ahmed Mohammed said. He
said he heard two loud noises
Sunday evening, then could
secn nothing bul a huge ctoud
of dust being thrown up by the
collapsing walls. ' _

Egyptian television said the
structure housed an X-ray
clinic and patients eould have
been rapped Lhere.




96/107/28 U7 AA CLERTOT /8-~ FARE, EH - ITHRAIHITI00ALL
-k
(A1 278 O45—-] II¥7hOAAIRHAT27H. UV1ERTOY/S—
RASABEL, TRETIZ2AMKEE, 21 EDH 10 0ANTFLIREEL»TND
X -UEIO Y -RERECRL, INETICL 9ACEFEEAKIE I N, i
M EFEBNEDNEREL TS, Eh~/, |
(572, MBOBHENIETE DRI CHAY, BNLCH TREBRD 204 GES
FHBTHSESIEHLTHA] & BEizeE- -, .
HAHE L 72 ISR 2 SE T, HIMIC— S ERTITIE - T B, HIBOERED 1A
IZk 5 &, Haid, AEEMWBETHEIO—MIZTEATNS,
B E2HES (nCAI000077]
{c) Reuters Limited 1996
REUTERNEWS SERVICE

T 96/10/27 EGYPT: TWO DEAD, 100 MISSING [N CAIRO BUILDING COLLAPSE.

CAIRO, Oct 27 (Reuter) - Two people were killed and at least 100 others are feared _

dead after an 11-storey residential building collapsed in a Cairo suburb on Sunday.

Egyptian Prime Minister Kamal Ganzouri told Reuters that rescue workers had so

~ far pulled out 19 survivors and were franctlcally burrowing in a mountain of rubble
for more. '

"It is too early to tell the cause of the collapse... what we are working on now 1s _

_ ‘getling as many alive people as posstb!e he said.

“The porter of the building said he thotught renovation work in one of its 40
apartments nught have affected its infrastructure and caused the collapse. The

: buzlcilng is located tiear the residence of Egyptlan President Hosni Mubarak.

"Allof a sudden we. heard a sound lzke abomb and then dust. Then we heard what AR

sounded like people crving for help,” said \:Iaddl Abdel Fouttouh who lives in the
neighbotiring block. __ ' ‘
Passers-by helped rescue workers search the rubble mountain.

Doctor Mahmoud Riyad of the nearby Manshiet el-Bakryhospital said one of the :
- dead was an old woman who had suffocated beneath the dust and concrete slabs,
(c) Reuters Limited 1996

- REUTERNEWS SERVICE
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15 survivors are pulled

from Egyptian building

CAIRO APy Using cranes,
shovels and their bard hands,
rescue voorkers pulled 15 sur-
vivers Monday from Lhe suins

"ol a ctlapsed 12.dory apart
et building in a'Caire sub-
©urb, but dezers more were
still missing. R,

By nightlall, 15 badies were

found in the rubble-of Lhe
Cbuildiag, which collapsed
Sunday in lclicpolis, en up
fper middie dase residential
an¢ conunercial suburk on
the easl side of Caire

Fotice =aid more than $0
peopde were still vraccouated
for Six were pescwed Sunday,

Scores of anxions rddatives
stoad in the strect Moenday,
many weeping and othars loa
stunncd 1o [alk,

Analiced Abdel Messih, a
womaa in hee 20, said her

parcnis weve in an X-ray clin

ic in the Luilding when it col-
Japsed.

t1 den’l koo if they ate
stith alive,” she ¢ried Mt
needs & miracle ™
© Dr. Adel el-8harouni, Cai-
ro's chiel of crnergeray aid,

s2id he had to ampulale the,

aret of o0 Victim and the leg
of antther to frec lhem from
Lhe debris. "We couldn’l get
lheny ot withoul the opura-
Liors,"" ke said.

Police detaincd 3 building
contraclor and an engincér-
ing corsullant for questioning
Menday, sayirg they may
have beea responsible for

wealening the 230-year-old

builtding by ordering the re.’

moval of walls during the ren-
ovalivn of an apariment

The slruclure’s caner also
was arresicd, police said
. Many buiddirgs inCairo are
pacrly construcled Huilding

eaners often add foors be-’

soned the mumbis atlgwed on

iheir pornits, conlraclors

cheat on analerials and theee
I hitde geveenment enforoe-
merd of Zoning or constryc-
tion ¢odes.

Gens. Mukhil Shafri, com-

mander of the army's Engi-

neer Corps, wha was super-
vising the rescue wark, told
Egypt's Middie East News
Agincy he believed changes
were made to the columps
supporting ke fronl ol the
building. causing the ceol-
tapse. :

A niighber, Ahmed Mo-
hammed, said some residenls
of the building jumped from
their balconics ag the struc-
ture cevmbled Suaday eve-
ring. He said he keard two
joud noiscs, Lhen could see
nothirg bul a hage cleud of
dusk being Lhrewn up by the
ollapsing walls

Al bot the back side of the
building fell, piting debiis five
stories high,

Rescue  workers dug
through the night Sunday srd
8} day Monday toying 1o find
survivors in Llhe building,
which had more than {0
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RESCUC WORKERS and mititary personnel séarch Ihrr.;ugr_i the rubble Monday of a collapsed
epartmes 4 bultding In Calro In their alempls o find more survivors.  aernoio

_aparimoats and several offic.

es. :

Cranes moved huge stabs of
contrete,  saiffer  dogs
frowled the ruins znd special
sound devices were brought
intolistenfor tapping or calls
for help.

A police major gencral al
the scene said it would take
days to clear the rubble, "if
we cah make itin five days, 1

will be very thanklul to God,™
£aid ke officer.

" A Jocdarian cilizen wlho -

was visiting the X.ray clinic

was ameng the dead. Hela- |

Lives of two Saudi dipiomats
were inissing and feared bur-
fed under Lhe rubble, MENA
reporied. They inciuded the
wile ard foyr childrea of Lutfi
Moussa, & Saudi diplomat as-
signed to Cairg, and Lhe sister

of Ahmed ot Tueki, the kirg.
dom’s deputy ninistor of
commuunicaticns, MENA
said .

Moasl of the Luilding’s resi.
denls were belicved 1o he
Egyplians,

An earlhnuake of reughly
magaitude ¢ rocked Lhe re-
gion Gcl. 9, and pechaps
weakencd Lhe building's foyn-
dalien.
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