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PREFACE

In response to 3 roguest by South Pacific Applied Geoscien-
ce Coinmizsion {SOPAC). the Governnent of Japan bas
undertaken marine geologival ¢toadics and othee stedies velat-
ing {o mineral prospecting 10 assess potential of minerat
resourees in the doep seafloor of effshore regions of SQPAC
nmter cotntsies. lmplenwntation of the survey has been con-
signad to the Japan International Cocperation Agency GICA).

Coasidering the tochnival natere of geolagical and mincral
prospocting sladies, JICA commissioned the Metal Miaieg
Agency of Japan ANAD 0 execute the survey.

The survey nas carried out in two stages, the First Stage,
for a five-year peded from 3885, and the Sevond Stage, for a
five-year poricd from 1990, The First Stage sucvey for manga.
nese nodals and cobalt rich ¢rusts was careied out within the
exelusive evoromic zones of the Cook Btands, the Republic of
Ritbati and Tuvalu. The Socond Stage survey for mangancse
rodules and cobalt rich crusts was carried oot within the

exclusdive evonomic 2omnes of Western Samoa, the Cook lslands

and the Republic of Kinbati, and the survey for submarine
hydrothermal deposits was carried out within the exclusive
ceonomic pones of Papoa New Guirea, the Salomon lslands
and the Republic of Vaovatu, The MMAJ dizpatchad the Ha

kerei-Mare No2, a pesearch vessel for investigating docpsea’

mipcral resoutces, to the sifes for lea yeess during the First
2nd Svond Stages and implemented the survey with the coop
eration of the above nwntioned goveraments.

This Atias sums vp the results of the survey with an cmph:r'

sis o R3S,

We wish to estend our sincere thanks 1o 2! the gorsens con
cerned, espevially for the cooperation given 1o us by the Seo
retaciat of SOPAC, the Governmient of the Cook Islands, the
Governineny of the Kepublic of Kiribati, the Government of
Tuvaly, the Government of Western Samwoa, the Government
of Papua Now Guinea. the Government of the Sokvmon Bdands
and the Governtsent of the Republic of Vanuvate as well as
the Ministry of Foreiga Mfairs, the Ministry of Internati-
onal Trade and Indusiry, the Japanese Enbassy in Fiji,

" ike Japancse Embassy in Papua New Guinea and whe Japa.

nese Fovbassy in Solomon Istands

March, 1925
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