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. Introductory Remarks by Mr, Yoshljl Nogami, R
:.Deputy Dlrector—General 'Middle East and African Bureau,j-ﬁ&
=y : Mlnlstry of Forelgn Affalrs of Japan SRR e

The Hague Worklng Group Meetlng on Env;ronmen
Mlddle East Peace Multilateral Negotlatlons
: SRR October:26, 1992 B BT
The Hague, The Netherlands .f::f;T~L :_¢”.~

éiftDlStlngulshed delegates, ladles, and gentlemen,

I should flrstlof all 11ke to express my deep

”;gjapprec1at10n for the' fforts made by the host country,,

ﬂ?fNetherlands, in' organlzlng thls Working Group meétlng“'

'”f On the 2lst of thls month the seventh round of_=

T*ebllateral_peace talks started 1n Washlngton, and the

posit1Ve change 1n?the atmosphere and s;gns that .;3

substantlve negotlatlons mlght begln,;seen for the flrst SR

5 ""'*"fr..}t'me in.the sixth round of talks, ‘see to_[be" stlll

'”'Uf{malntalned It is,,therefore, veryglmportant that all of{@{fj

"fffus should do our utmost to w0rk for equlvalent or even'

J';}fgreater progress;i;n the*multllateral negotlatlon'} whlohi

f,iare lntend

;to supplement and supportfprogress ln ~the -

 f;eb1lateral talks.g a“

Wlth such po51£1ve changes from the 31xth bllatere*‘
"ff?Jtalks, the Washlngton Water Resources Worklng Group
"e}ﬂfMeetlng, 1n whlch I also partlclpated was held 1n .
'tF;;September., DlSCUSSlOﬁ there was’ substahtlal and frank,_;ifj;f

"piand partlolpants were, in fact even able to work out ;

'“ﬂfeconorete proposals for a SpelelC agenda” It 15,

“”;eetherefore, very much to be hOped that there ”ill be




’V.EeiiTEinthd_jf,;_{f;g"f,{_*

“?fGroup meetlngf on the lSSUeS 1dent1fied at the last ‘l‘c:k};"i%":':--'E

' %tfmeetlngfand on the 1ssues belng addressed'for'the flrst i

'”yftlme in: thls meetlng-'li

‘ﬁ.i}DlStlngUlshEG delegates;,'gfi7""”:'

'gjgst”avel-holder, I would llke to remlnd you that

' "fthe Tokyo EnVlronmental WOrklng Group meetlng 1ast May,

further dlscus51on., They were env1ronmental management

flncludlng manpower tra H?

9fhmar1time pollutlon, and water qualityd seﬁegexohdfﬁ§Stel_fffl’

L B . dlsposal

_f51nce then, three extra regional countrles and the ECﬂﬁﬁ

fﬁhave embarked ‘on specmflc environmental prOJeCtSr Wlth _::[

djfull cooperatlon from reglonal partles, to follow up on fo

f;ﬂthose three prlorlty lsgues'”:.,.dm

, am heppy to be able to tell you that Japan f*i7*f"'

fflsuccessfully held the Mlddle East Envxronmental Semlnar to;'ge

"'5;env1ronmental management and publlc awareness, a semlnar

‘ﬂfln whlch experts from both reglonal and extra regional
"‘;f"countrles took part and ln whlch there was very actlve and o
;Ttg;substantlal dlscu551on._ The Netherlands, the Unlted S

iStates and the EC have also started thelr envxronmental t*?

;three lssues Were ldentlfled and agreed on as matters for ;djﬂ'

'-f’promote reglonal envlrohmental study, focu551ng malnly on . f;o"

'fif}projectsa The Netherlands lS now workxng on the report on*ft”

7f;the environmental profiles of development plans in the ;?ft3




vffﬁr691on.; The:basellne study Of the Gulf °f Aqaba by thé‘

5Un1ted states 15 already 1n progres* fThe EC ls engaged

fon a study:of pollutlon of the Bastern Medlterranean coast;ff

{ta;Dlstlngulshed delegates, fffiﬁ;;;;;"“}tﬂ

o Wlth such developmenﬁs 1n“th¢ fleld:oiii;jiﬁfi
iféaan§1ronment I feel that we should devote our attentlon
i €apr1mar1lY to the followlng two mattersaln the dlscuSSLOns'ﬁhf

_aln thls WOrklng Group meetlng plrst baSedh”"”:

‘3fby the reglonal partles for this Worklng Group meetlngs

'aftshould also be dlscussed

As a matter of fa t, the agenda; ;}ﬁ

sfjbeen prepared Wlth a v1ew to“fa0111tat1ng such‘

' ;ﬂdlscu551on.v As gaveluholder;ofuthls meeting,_I ask;all

'f,'the partlclpants most earnestly to contrlbute t ;the:"

jaadlsCUSSLOn 1n the most constructlve and subst,ntlal manner:;?

;_fngSSlble, 1n order that the meeting may 1ead to concfet'f
a~measures, whether large or small, whlch wmll help to‘h

_,.promote cooperatlon and bulld confldence among ~._-




Ca7eI B (1) e AT~ 2=

ST ) “*tprxecutlve'Summary of the Report :H-
for the JICA Semlnar on the Env1ronment ln the Mlddle Bast

26th October, 1992 R AR
Mlnlstry of Forelgn Affalrs, Japan

iiﬁi:*tlntroductaonf G I R 7
:j. In thf.Tokyo meetlng of the WOrklng Group on the
:;;Env1ronment, w1th1n the frameWOrk of the Multilateral |
?i;Negotlatlons of the Mlddle East Peace Talks, held 1n May
;?p1992, env1ronmental management, 1nc1udlng manpower tralnlng
fftand publlc awareness, was 1dent1f1ed as one of the major '

*fenvlronm ntal 1ssues 1n the reglon.”ﬂJapan, therefore,_

-:fthe course of_the dlscu5510n, proposed the holdlng of.a ;fo"

:fWOrkshop, wlth the part101patlon of reglonal and
f{fextra reglonal experts, to facllltate more substantlal andf

}@:detalled_dlscu551on of thls 1ssuep_:'”'”'"

Thls workshop was organlzed and held by the Japan

Cooperatlon Agency (JICA),‘as the "JICA

.{fInternataonaL_

Env1ronment 1n the Mlddle East" from September-[:

"c“:Experts from Egypt, Israel Jordan, f

t?the Unlted States and Japan tookﬁp_

Purposes of the Sem1nar
When organlzlhg thls semlnar, the Japanese 51de put
-iﬁrdlscussion among the eXperts partlclpatlnq, and second

indentlflcatlon of env1ronmental management lssues common to -

'aifall or most of the region’s OOU“tries




C;DlscuseLOn in the Semlnar

i Each of the experts gave a preeentatlon based:

'tfffher country report, whlch had beenhsubmltted before the

“ﬁeﬂsemlnar Presentatlons and the follow1ng dlscusslon

'“}¥env1ronmental management constralnts f The 1atter 1esue wasjf

' ':fconstructlve and cooperatlve way Moreover, and most

-71?focussed upon the present state of pollutlon and

’fﬁldentlfled as a reglonal envmronment lssue affectlng the

1the Semlnars Results

Each'expert contrlbuted to the dlscuselon 1n a‘mest_

‘Hffnlmportantly, thetreglonal experts were'able to draft a very E

;'*fvaluable document,

'LefEnv1ronmental Areas 1n the Mlddle East Countrles"

entltled "An Outllne of Prlorlty

{ covering_ff

Ttelght prlor;ty areas 1n the env1ronmental fleld 1n the'

'tf_reglon.f The document was presfnted to th:fmeetlng'before.
'“the flnal daY of thffee?iﬁ- & the' ses n on: :

.'based upon 1t.{_7-em”

At the end of the Semlnar, 11 -of the experts expressedii

'the oplnlon that 1t had been a very valuable opportunlty forft

Z:exchange of vxews and oplnlons and that the same klnd oft{f ;

::semlnar should be promoted 1n the interests of the
eﬁftdevelopment of better and more substantlal env1ronmental

'fgcooperatlon




;fAs a- result of thlS semlnar,.the.consensos emerged;ﬁf_',
.1ffthat;;among the various 1ssues 1dent1f1ed bY the H_. | o
f;fpartlclpantS; the flrst prlority should be glven to thelfeify
'tfdevelopment of technology for waste water treatment and%
';oeter reuse In addltlon,?all partic1pant5 shared the v1ew._jo

ﬂh}that 1n developlng thls technology, low~cost fac1lltles and

5}gtechnology,.management by local personnel and recycllng were'

”3fpart1oularly 1mportant.rq

Conclusmon°"

ﬂiJapan, as the host country, greatly appre01ated the

ﬂogreglohel partiolpants' jOlntlY preparlng the ove-mentlonedi};
f;fdocument 1dent1fy1ng the elght prlorlty areas It 15 now |
efilmportant to conduct dlscu551ons, us;ng thls dooument as a
Tf%b351s, almed at formulatlng a programme Of COOPQratlon among_o

V;fthe countries of the reglon, and between countrles w1th1n

ff;and out51de the reglon.- A poo51ble modallty w1ll be to

> rtanlze'seminars of the same klnd to develop better and

TQfmore substantlal cooperatlon ln those elght prlorlty areas.-i_

foWe belleve'that thlsfwould steadlly ehhance confldenoe amongt

ﬁ;fthe partles dlrectly concerned




o a7eIp (pd)

P Japan’s Centr;bution to the Discusslon-
~_;_mfollowing the Unlted States Presentatlon

-W_;:proposal for the' Tralninq Seminar for Emerqencv Preparedness?k
'5g;ﬂxh'Enclosed Coastal Seas R AN - g SRS

We greatly apprecmate that detalled and very useful

:fﬁfpresentatlon by the Unlted States on the threat of marlne o

.:~jfpollutlon 1n enclosed coastal seas taklng the Gulf of Aquabaef

“~ri;as an-example.

fThe seas 1n the Mlddle East reglon,

”}itankers and oth rflarge vessels at all times.‘ _' :'w'

A large scale accldent suchtas a colllslon of vessels

7efthose seas,isome of wthh are. renowned for thelr _eautlful e

_eﬁcoral reefs What ls worse, some experts fear hat the ;1,g:g

'f]envxronmental damage caused by such an aCCLdent mlght beia?ifi

irflrreparable

However, exlstlng reglonal preparedness for such

‘feemergency would deflnltely appear to be 1ess than

"'Tfsatlsfactory, judqlng from our ex“erience“a551stlng some of'




Caavsipes.

"the reglonal countrles to tachle the devastatlng 011 spllls:f  

';f;at the_tlme of?the Gulf War,.and from the experts report

gﬁxreglon.:

“f?submltted by our envlronmental study m1351on sent to the

Japan would,_therefore, llke to propose the organlzlng 3ﬁ
'ffjbf a worklng semlnar for the tralnlng of reglonal personnelff'

7¢;responslble for marlne emergency preparedness
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- A meetinq of the Working Group on Environment Cwithdin: thejf

=p§jfframework of "the Multilateral.Negotlations of the Middle East -
" Peacé Palks, was ‘held in Tokyo in May. 1992, In this meeting,
- wthree -major. environmental issues ‘in: the. region, namely,. (a)

" environmental:, management., including manpower training and

”r;public awdteness,: (b) marit ime pollution, dnd (c) . sewage - and ot

| “yaste, disposal, were ‘identified. | In the: Tokyo meeting, Japan¢f

:"announced a plan, as’ a Japanese supporting measurxe, for the

: thes

.- WG t6. hold a workshop, with ihe. participation of ‘regional: and.'-_=
oextras regional experts, for deepening discussion on one of R
three major issues,'environmental management :

The Government of Japan asked regional and extra~regiona1ﬂf

'”;WG participants to sen& one .or:iwo environmental experts. to e

:ijsrae

_:_'j_1:>articipated-j together with several supporting staffi

?ﬁ;among the experts participating,:and ~second; identification
Chofenvironmental- mahagement: 1ssues common: to: all or ‘most of
T ther region s -countries. Observation tours to Japanese-v;ﬁ

j‘_:'-_‘the planned: workshop “As a result, 9 experts, from “Egyply.
Jordan, Tunisia, the Netherlands and the USA '
o participated in the workshop .4 Japanese’ experts '

ﬂ;~The workshop was organisod by the Japan International

COoperation Agency (JICA), a Japanese governmental agency,f g
the "JICA_sominar on’ Environment -in the. Middle East_‘- Tt .was -
“eld frOm:September 14 to. 22 in Tokyo ' ‘ it

4) .When organising this seminar, the Japanese side put greatfr
?nemphasis on; first, cooperative and construotive discussion ER

ﬁfﬁfenvironment—protection facilities,‘eto.,.made up-a- large partﬁi
.. of the programme: (Annex 1} - Japanirequested. each’ i v

. gonstructive;anad’ cooperative way . Moreover;u

, par*icipating ‘expert. to. provide ‘the Seminax’ with reports'i G
cglving the environmental profile of the participant S e
:country ' RPENER SRR R o e

5 The atmosphere of the'seminar Was friendly _nd'informal
‘Bach “expert: contributed to the- discussion dpia :

:.importantly,_the régional experts were.able to- draft a very'sf“
- meaningful document, "An outline of priority environmental :
;-areas in the Middle East Countries ' . o e

The present report on the Seminar is divided into two

g parts., The first, part’ summarises ‘the present state of i

5:pollution! as- described in ‘each participant s report and the;;j

_discussion tocussrng on: environmental management COnstraints;J'
. The second part. introduces the above—mentioned document" i

.anﬁ conmcnt" on it BRSE R IR R o SRR




. i The seminar began with a Jecture on Japan s environmental

;‘,;administration and experience -in that area. Then,_the '
7 Japangse; . US and Dutch éxpeéris gave: presentations on- the

© 0 environmental. management ‘experience in their countries: and

- aihélir gountxrles' environment-related cooperation in- the ‘, »-f
. Middle: East, with a.view to 'uggesting alternative approaches

‘to environmontal management : LR & T SR L B T

{2y Lach of the experts gave a presentation based on his or ERS

f*ifher country report which was: submitted before the" seminar

© rapd’ sent” t0.all the participants ‘The presentations: foou eed

-l on major. problems and" 1ssues, During discussion on the SRR

- - presentation, all of the: participahts ‘very frankly and

f},unhesitatlngly expressed their cOncern about the. ' - R
-:deteriorating environmental situation and strove to identify'ijs”
Vissues common throughout the“region ' - : LT

3{3) The Present State of Pollution =
S frhe. ‘main issues discussed 1n thei'
were as follows'

resentationﬂseesion

‘Eﬂﬁfa); Water 15, obviously,:onmtof the most valuable
"“”‘?resources in the region,: sirice. population: tontinues
g~grow and indust*ial-and agr icultura “use .of water: is
: Led to exceed. available water resources in:the
o A There was .a shared awareness among: the .
'j,participants ‘that continued 1arge~scale,.indeed e
L excéssive, uge of existing water resources without e '
. recycling would: lead to’ greatly aggravated pollution and

depletion of. r.supplieS' ¥ : ,

o H,*RegiOnal countries legislation_and enforcement
7 relating to the discharge ‘of ‘untreated industrial’ waste At
Cwater arve. inadequate Also,fthe industrial sector. cannot'gu“ﬂ
- allocate adequate capital investment for treatment
;:facilities ~‘Untreated sewerage,’ both in urban and rural
“axeas, increases contamination of both surface water . and
.ggroundwater,.»civen ‘the shortage of budgetary allooations;j,f'
- the us e?of Low-cost facilities’ ‘that can, ‘be built:and. et
'with locallyjavailable manpower was suggested

5ff(b) Indiscriminate disposal is oommon in the region, with
*?fﬂ“the ‘common’’ problem of solid:waste increasing.. Especially
2einowrban’ areas,  there is a need for environmenta]ly
. appropriate treatment by municipal authorities and :
uM'governments which used 'to be .carried out the traditionai
measures. Industrial and hazardous $0l1id waste, causesf_ o
C Y more serious problems than does domestic waste. ‘Sometimes
“the authorities are not able’ to monitor: the volume,ﬂsource;'._n
© and type of industrial and haz ardous waste There will be’
SR 1noreasing need to develop a method to- separate toxic S
' and nontoxic waste and that by whiéh to: recycle the L
;latter,:as part of solid waste management o :

The mainjsourc s '_;marine pollution are the dischargefsi”




:Q?nof untreated waste watex, and oil spill into the sea C
- polluting costal areds with tar.and petroleum: rGSid“e Itﬂb'
;jwas pointed out that there should be effective enforcementf

........

-_Excessive use of fertilizer ‘and pesticides causes

.?inoreasing contamination in fhland- waters, ‘and soil R
o exosion” resulting from: agricultural development results in‘o;
ﬁf[degrddation of available water resourtes.r i . S

_____ ‘is not eo'serious Howeverﬁ;f

Lodn some heavily: industrialized. ‘areas and the: central partsuﬁ-
T oE urban areas, .such pollution has” serfously effects on: '

_‘;jhealth. ~Archaeological sites suffer. -increasing decay. I

o was ‘suggested that. a monitoring system should be 55

”Kintroduceﬂ and continuouslj strengthened :

i*(éjff I general air pol]utio.

"“_,(e)” Desertification should a]so be given attention 1n the
I region, where ‘many’ countries have 1o c0mbat this
“}phenomenon, ang development of appropriate teehnology
“should be studied. Protection of flora and faurda is.a f
growing concern 1n the region T REEER S

;;_‘..,_(4) Environmental Management Dt L
'”'Zf(a) Institutional Framework- EERAE
e mhet madn, institutional problems oon ‘rning, PR
=renvironmental ddministration in ‘most of the countries ln
the redion are the overlapping o fragmentation of tasks
~and " responsibility,wa problem’ which denjes ‘from. a’common -
“al weakness. in’ the authority of governmental environmental“
.}; autho*itios . Some. ‘governments do. not have- adequate
'capabllity for'monitoring,_formulating OF standards,“
effective legal ‘enforcement and’ operational ‘progedures.
i Financial® oonstraints often’ dg not: permit . governments to
,_gaddress the growlng problems appropriately o '

Y by Manpower Tralnlng o ST ST g

i ghortage of: qualified environmental management

,mfpersonnel is one of the: major problems,;espeolally in GO

~“middle management.’ in provincial cities and towns. and rura1h~:

L areas.’ . Governments lack the financial resouroes needed to
‘keép pace with the ‘growing training needs.  Some '

“iparticipating. experts pointed out- that, one of thenw

. eonstraintg’ was. the'limlted scalé of. publication and

i exchange oOf : 1nformation and data especially on’ surveys'
r;and teohnology PR S

{fey Publie Awareness SRV PR PNARRD TS
T 4 cannot ‘be: sald that enough is being done ‘in the’
‘.region to indrease: the public’s_awareness of. environmental
_issues and problems.. However the! regional country RN IR
 participants stressed the importance of public” awareness »
© and: pointed out a wide range of such activities which
- should he expanded’ through the mass media, in: formal

.eduoa ion aod by alwo campalgnu b; voluntary bodles




Summary Discussion and Conclusion

) On the last day of the Seminar, a summary discussion
f,=aession was" held fOCUSSlng on: identification of common
o issues in the: region and: discussion of .the need. ‘for.action’
Cooplans “For" regional cocperation ‘Prioxr to this session, the
© .. regional experts prepared-a: dccument ‘¢called. *An OuLline of
- “prioxity Envirommental Areas in thé MiddleEast" -(annex2) " ' ..
{covering ‘priority areas: 4n the’ environmental field and the ;jﬂ}
i gesslon: didoussion was based on it "All of the. erperts-f«a'
... expressed the opinion that the. seminar had been a valuable: -
L opportunity for: exchange of views B ang. opiniOns among regiOnal'
-;@eXperts and that the same kind of seminar.should be’ promoted e
" for the -development of better and moré substantial - L
ftﬁcnvironmcntal cooperation _Subgecte for such eeminare might o
:qbe as " follows : I S el s Ha S

."(a)Water pollution control measures 1ncluding water reuse

(b)Study of lOW"COBt and industrial clcan technologies for:
y treatment and prevention of water pollution yjja;

2) A concensus emerged to place first priority an technclcgyfﬁ
:j*development of waste water treatment and water reuse among W
”"the varioua issueﬁ identified by the participants In :
'jthis Lechnology,,(a) the low cost facilities ‘and technology,,r
by ‘mandgement by local’ personel,-and (¢} recycling were . e
inportant,.. considering ‘the natural and socio- economic o L
conditions of the ccuntries’ of. theﬁxegion and problems withing'
their government administrations ~mhis agreement of. opinion
~.indicates ‘that tﬁi’participants conducted their: discussions
S bearing in mind the importance of environmental management
--ieSpecially training and public wareness of the issue

3;5(3)nﬁg It was the tirst time Japan held a’ semninar whose
'f-~pa1Licipaan ccnsisted mainly of experts from both Arab
J .7 countries and Ysraell' Japan was very grateful, as the. host
Y colntxy that the. participants from the region Jcintly
- ‘prepaxred. the above mentioned document. which states the eight
Coprioxrity areas’ concerning environmental problems -in the R
Middle East. and submitted it before;discussions were held on-;}
S the final: day Xt is ‘now important. te conduct discussions;
-m_q;using ‘this’ document ‘as-.a’ basis, in. oxder Lo formulate ‘a u*P
*-Lprogramme ot cooperation among the countries of the region




and aountrie., both within and outs:ide the region.r; We expect
such a.process would steadily promote confidence among the
pa:r:ties diret:tly concerned : ; N s R
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if”;nn Outline of Prioritv Environmental Areas
: in the Middle East Countries e

As a- result cf the deteriorating environmental

':lconditions in the Middle East, and in the order to evalnatew;f?

3.to advance theé" solution of environment problems, theﬁgfkqg_aﬁ

“the currenty pOSition of- environment conditions ‘and. in order .

u?irepresentatives of :the countries ‘attending this semjnar ;szg';
recommend that the followinyg Environmental areis. be treated_,fj

' Tffattention and immediate action

'"ﬁi}i,_f Development and introdnction of appropriate 10” COSt:

"3L4T Improvement of existing municipal and industrial solidg<i

“qfsf' Encouragement of regional training and education,

S as the most. important priority areas calling for close DI

waste water-treatment. teohnologies, preferably -
“technologies that will impfove on the existing: ones:- and
ca“;be implemented operated and.maintained bytloca
manpower L i

) YDevelopment of environmentally safe waste 3
water recycling practices,‘with special emphasis on water
reusevfor irrigation : B S

;Development of industrialAwaste water treatment w1t‘
special emphasis'on'purification technologies o

""f waste ‘and sewage ' treatment, disposal reuse and’ recycling'
practices Emphasis should be- placed . on’ the specific~' :
features of semi arid and arid conditions SR

’-activities, in‘order to achieve bettex: enviroumental
awareness, administration and technology TN

f6¢g,j Development of integrated pestic ;i‘ ontrol management

programmes ' ‘ v -

T .Development of means to combatwdesert fication
knowledge acquired Ain this area,‘after successfi
implementation of ‘the above means, cah’ be used as-‘a
‘nucleus- for an- international center f r desertification
research R e e _ ' i _ .

8Qf Prevention of marine_pollution and develOpment of‘__
monitoring programmes ' Al Dl i

: We, the representatives of the countries attending this Q}{
‘seminar, believe that to. implement the: above-mentioned S

. practices and’ technologies, at the’ apprOpriate time, regiOnalg,

. research progects leading to- pilot projects in- individual S

”;countries myst. be’ implemented However,,in ‘the: meantime,

3~f”local research projects’ ooordinated by the_sponsoring
";countries can be started.._<: it e Vo




: All of the representatives of the conntries attending _
Jthis seminar w;sh to express appreciation for:thé efforts of;GJQ_:.,
Japan and - t.hc otheg- sponsoring. countries in’ oxganising Lhis o i
. geminar, which contributed greatly t6 . the identification of: L
j-.;problems common. 1o ‘oux countxies.: We hope that such effortsf?-
f_will continue, arid make progress in this field pOSsible.




D T The wG on. environment met in The Hague,.Oct 26 2?, 1992
”J;,The WG expressed its gratitude for the Kind: hospitality and .
L excellent: arrangements iade by" the . Kingdom ©of ‘the. Netherland s”fﬁ‘
i asvhost of this. session.f The: gavel ~holdex: notes that this - :
. working . group is; ==~ like. othex: working groups -~ :working as-
" complement Lo the bilateral talks and:sot to. substitute’ them‘
. He notes with' satisfaction that ‘the Environsental wOrking s
L Group focused oni. subjects ‘under. its purview, ‘opserving: that a .
“ pumbeix of. key: issues raised bere," such as’ Palestinian’ R
:;representation, are best addressed to the' co-sponsors: .. In. .5 .
- "this context, the ‘chair notes with great - ‘satisfaction the very ..
“;g;positive, constructive: tone of this WG during. its formal and .’
- informal’ sésgions and thanks all participants for contributing"‘
*[to this positive tone TR T S Y b SRR o :__,‘,_l

L2 As a result of the discussions for two days,_following
follow—on ‘agtions or steps emexrged.’ _
(1) . The WG .welcomed the: dAnitlative’ taken by Japan,_whichs S
Mregional as well: as- extrauregional experts: attended Xt is_»}j
53 _noted that. eight priority areas. suggested. by ‘thé: regional i
experts were in line with. three major issues. which emerged inijf
the ‘discission: of the Tokyo WG meeting; namely, la)y A
f[henvironmental management, Aincluding manpovel training and
“publie: awareness, Ab). maritime pollution, and {¢); water
i quality, ‘sewage’ and waste. disposal Further,,this Lind of _
seminar should bhe promoted ‘with a view 1o developing better
and more: substantial environmental cooperation in“the" future
IR 5 is also noted ‘that’ ‘the: problems 4n"the. area of water. . .
’*;ftquality, sewage - and solid waste. management.: would mexrit
' further concrete studies. And in this context; the &
";;gavel holder, through consultations ‘with the co- sponsors an ;
. the:co=organizer:as: well as regional parties will ‘explore the ..
- possibility of such study. ‘It is also: considered valuable . i
" and important to hear from ‘the UNDP and the World Bank on the ..
[ very interesting proposal 1o fuﬂther investigate for. L
-,:establishing potential regional centres of higher education
;on’ various important environmental issues {in. the next o
::session) - e BLU -’.. SR TRUC R

'_?(2lf? The WG agreed on- the necessity for institution building
and related manpower training especially‘in the areas where
this is most needed ST . R s

'f(d) The gavel holder welcomed the Jordanian delegatiOn &
_;”offer to report on environmntal education and- public :
awareness. in. ‘the . next session. . The. gavel =holderx- also e
‘welcomeés ' and’ encourages presentations by other regional

. parties: and asks that they be in contact i*h che 2
hgavel holder ' S ‘ _ _ LR T

(4)(1) ' The WG greatly benefitted frOm detailed R T
explanation by the. Netherlands on her experiences in: thef*““V

. use of environmental profiles in’ ‘general and; in the Fayoum .-

B _district of Egypt in. particular Thereé was considerable SRR
. “interest in the usé of environmental profiles as an action |
k”;oriented ‘instiument ‘to improve thé environment: dnithe - v
;;;regign The Netherlands government has declared its_?i




: willingness to initiate more environmental profiles if
regional parties 80 request _
_(ii) Further to the. environmental profiles which the R
Netherlands government initiated in the. region,.such as in:
Bgypt and Yemen, it was agreed in’ the Working. Group, in The;
- Hague," that the NRetherlands will" initiate such regional :
profiles in the Middle East region, for instance in Gaza‘

ﬁISXZ. The. ws commended'the report made by the US on Aqaba
i : paseline data. study, © It iz noted that while 'the Gulf of" :
r;;‘Aqaba was, taken up as an example,the conclusions: drawn: rrom S
- 2 ther study can‘be applied to other coastal areas in the .o
.- region. The WG welcomed the" proposal made ‘by. the US Lo h05t g
A s in the United States, Pebruary 1883, 'a woxkshop for o
. ‘preévention, preparedness and response on oll spillsiand’
~.o-chemical accidénts. ' The WG, in its next session,will hear
~from:the US a status report of this workshop in the area-of-
Umaritime emergency ‘preparedness. . Japan also indicated itg oo
intention 1o host.a seminar = training programme on maritimej,;'“
emergency preparedness in enclosed coastal . seas,. which is S
intended to: be: complementary 1o the US. workshop. L
2 Japan will present a more detailed: proposal on this
fseminar at the next session‘of the WG * SR Tem WS

(6)(1) .ﬁThe EC made a proposal for action on the integrated ATy
- management’s of the Eastern.Mediterranean ‘coastal areai ..The |
CVECHWL)Y now: be ‘sénding a mission to the region to consider
~the” environmental:conditions of-the Eastern Mediterranean”
*;;coastal area.;The mission will result in a report 10 be’
© i presented to the® next meeting of: this group. - The report
. will be the basis: for a. regional workshop, - to ‘bé held din 0
the South of France,:at a’ time. to be agreed in consultatiOn_V;‘
- ”with ‘the ' reégional ‘parties, . iy
(ii) “The'Italian: delegation offered to organise a seminar st
SToon solid waste management in coordination “with the Europeanjﬁg~
*ﬂ[Commission The seminar would: bring together scientists e
. and technicians from the region to.identify and better
~define the, appropriate methodologies ‘and - technologies for S
-.the collection, treatment recycling and final disposal of jh.

‘the gavel holaer, a number of the RS
us- suggestions for new areas. of studies SR

"hgdelegations made var;
~Among other issnes,=problems related to desertification :
appear ‘to.be high in ‘the minds of many. It is, therefore,_,:
proposed that the- gavel holder, through consultations ‘with :
_;ﬁco sponsors . and 00eorganizer as-well as xegional parties,p_ .
U?explore appropriate ways:.to deal Wlth these" particular- lSSUPS‘
S taking: into account the: existing relevant international C
""instrnments  The gavel-holdér notes' the vast experience of ;
i both’ the. World _Bank and ON:"in’ this area and, in- this context,..'
= the WG will. hear ‘from the DN and World Bank on their'ﬁ‘“ B o
ﬁg;activ1t1es ‘and . experiences inthis-field. . - s

LU It 18- also notedithatwhile wideéning theé scoge of the .
jfjactiVities of ‘the WG is” desirable,;deepening ‘of studies and

o followson ‘actionsiof ‘the ‘three- major: areas identiried in the
_Q}Tokyo meeting will continue to be valid EOEE N TR

(




4, While the Liming of Lhe next. meet.ing should be coordinated g
-?--_'f_wit,h other working groups at the steering group meeting in
© London: February 1993 was considered to be’ appropriate and R
desirable Parties will be informed short_ly On the venue of '
' "'ft.he next meeting R A S '
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