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PROGRAMME
Farewell Ceremony of Late Mr. Kenji Sasaki
A Member of Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers

Date : 14:00~, May 13th, 1995
Venue: Japanese School, Langata

Apolegies to non-Japanese speaking attendants:

This ceremony will be conducted mainly in Japanese language. On the
history and activities of Late Mr. Sasaki, please refer to the brief paper
*Tn Memory of Mr.Kenji Sasaki” which is being handed out at the reception.
We do appreciate your understanding and cooperation.

1. Opening Remarks
2. History of Late Mr.Kenji Sasaki
3. Wessages of Condolence o
1). Mr.Masahiko Horie
Charge d'affairs ad interim, Embassy of Japan,
representing H.E. Mr. Yohei Kono. Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
for Foreign Affairs, Government of Japan ) ‘
2). Mr.Toshikazu Nagashima
) Resident Representative, Kenya Office, JICA
3). Mr.Shadrack Musandu )
Deputy Director. NCPD, representing Permanent Secretary, Office of
the Vice-President and Ministry of Planning and National Development
4). Mr.Willie Nyambati )
District Population Officer, Meru, NCPD
§). Ms.Ikuko Niizeki
Member of JOCV
4, Messages of Condolences by Telegram and Fax
5. Appreciation by Family of Late Mr. Kenji Sasaki
Mr.Yoshimi Sasaki
Father to Mr. Kenji Sasaki
6. Laying of Flowers
After item No.5. the ceremony will be concluded. Before leaving. every
attendant is requested to lay flowers by the photograph of late Mr. Kenji
Sasaki as a gesture of farewell. \4
‘.Master of Ceremony
Mr.Sumio Aoki (Director,JOCV)
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t " Mr. Sasaki and I were in the same language class during a training penod
and I'shared most of the time with him for about five months.

Mr. Sasaki, let me refer to you as Ken-chan like I always had. Ken-chan,
Tve gotten used to you being around every day and even every moment.

The night before of our dispatching day, after one month and half training
here in Kenya, you were the one who seemed not to want to leave us, but when
‘we actually started our everyday lives separately I was the one who missed you
more, reahzmg your existance had become certain in my heart.

Ken-chan, you always had everything in order and also held warmness 0f
mankind. You could be calm and you could be full of spirit. You did everything
‘at your own, but the same time, cherished the time being with others. Most of all,
you were a person who had respects for others.

. Now I can recall so many different sides of him; Ken-chan could give a
- person peace of mind and a sense of security. We could rely on him so that we
felt as everything was okay as long as we were with him. Iliked his ideas against
‘over-controlled society and system, which he only showed time to time. I also
liked having a dinner with him, since he had never complained and ate all even
what I couldn't finish.

. . When 1 visited him at his ofﬁce in Meru last January, he was all over the
‘place; doing a-job which for he was accounted. I was very much stimulated and
-encouraged by his wonderful works, including management using computers
and the reporting and planning papers, which were given to his supervisor
monthly. He told me that he hadn't been under any stress so far in Kenya. Kenya
was the place where he could work without restraint.

On that day, as we looked small orange-coloured ‘flowers he admired
blooming over the roof of his house, I was welcomed in his place. We talked
about job, future, and thoughts toward international cooperation and
development. From our conversation, I felt that his eyes were focused more on
happiness of people than just ordinary development of a country. 2 years in
Kenya as a JOCV member could have nourished him to fly into his bright future
-in the world. When I think about to how many more people he could have
provided joy by his work, I know that he was a person we shouldn't have lost, not
only for us but also for our society.

. As we resent his life has been taken after only 25 years, we shall think of
what he is teaching us by his death. We now are responsible to work hard for
continuous of his dream, even though he cannot be there with us to see the
accomplishment from it.

Ken-chan, we are so lonely without you. Time we had wasn't just enough,
but I appreciate everything that you have done. From now on, please live in our
hearts forever. So long, Ken-chan. -

As I close, I would like to address special- thanks to all members of JICA
and JOCV of Kenya for putting much efforts to make this ceremony poss1b1e and
also to everyone who are here today. Thank you very much.

Ikuko Niizeki, a member of JOCV R
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i -, -His Excellency.the, Ambassador, Resident Representative --JICA Kenya
“Office, Deputy Secretary - N.C.P.D., Director - JOCV, AG. Chief Advisor - JICA:/
_PEPP, Representatives from Meru, Mr. and Mrs. Sasaki, ladies and gentlemen.

In response to a request by the Government of the Republic of Kenya, the
-Government of Japan dispatched Mr. Kenji Sasaki to the office of the Vice
Pre51dent and Ministry of Planning and National Development. He arrived in
Kenya on 18th July 1994 on.a two year a551gnment at the D1str1ct Populatlon
Office Meru. & o WLy

On Sunday 7th May 1995 at 2: 00 p-m., Mr. Kenji Sasak1 d1ed ina traglc
-road accident in Meru District. He died at a tender age of 25 years; --.:.%

- For the short time he served the Government of the Republic of Kenya, Mr.

en]1 Sasaki took his assignments seriously and worked with-diligence and
dedication. On behalf of the Government of the Republic of Kenya, The National
_Council for the Population and Development, the District Population Office -
Meru, and the people of this country, I wish to tender our condolences to the
“family and relatives of Mr. Kenji Sasaki, the Government of Japan, The Japan
Overseas Cooperation Volunteers, Iapan Intematlonal Cooperatlon Agency -and
' the people of Japan. e Fesle Ty ~ c

I would like to appeal to all road users to be more- careful and to drive
safely to avoid unnecessary loss of human life. Once again, let me reiterate that
‘we are all with you at this moment of sadness.and grief-as ‘we pay our last
respects to Mr. Kenji Sasaki. His death.is-a blg blow and loss to the entire
p0pu1at10nprogrammemthjs country e bzt e 2 e

ank you. ; S SRS Pt w*:.it: a 5;.;? SOVCIEIEASE S SRR L SV 504
R .’,i;‘;‘»" Pt e :Hf: MR s I k
'F. M. Kuindwa, Permanent Secretary f
Office of the Vice President and M1mstry of Planmng and Natlonal Development
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" His Excellency The ambassador, the Permanent Secretary Office of the che
Pre31dent and Ministry of Planning and National Development, Resident
Representative - ICA Kenya Office, Deputy Secretary - N.C.P.D., Director -JOCV,
Acting Chief Advisor - JICA/PEPP, Mr. and Mrs. Sasaki, Ladies and Gentlemen.

It is with sadness and grief that we gather here, to mourn our departed and
beloved colleague, Mr. Kenji Sasaki. First on behalf of the District Population Office
Meru, the Population and Family Planning Organizations in Meru and the people of
Meru. We tender our heartfelt condolences to the family and relatives of Mr. Kenji
Sasaki, the people of Japan and the entire volunteer community in Kenya.

i Since Mr. Kenji Sasaki reported to the Meru District Population Office on
22nd July 1994 and started his official assignment with effect from 1st September,

1994, Mr. Sasaki took his work seriously with a lot of initiative and diligence. He

showed a lot of potential and a bright future. He performed his duties with

_ dedication and effectivenéss. - He was fluent-i -in”English and had even started
learning and talking the Kimeru language. U

He made friends easily and mixed and worked with hlS counterparts in
N.G.O's and Government without any problems, - :

I must say he was the best Volunteer I have ever worked with. He had'a lot
of potential. To us in Meru he has left a gap that can never be filled. He has left us
with sadness and can always be remembered with love and sadness. The news of
the tragic accident that led to his death on Sunday 7th May 1995 at 2:00 p.m. left all
of us with shock and disbelief.

° Thank you.

“Willie Nyambati, District Population Officer; Mert: ™ L‘;:é:i: ‘j“’i L B DR
Nahonal Councﬂ for Populatlon and Development «* . %= o DT e
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His Excellency Prof. G. Saitoti,Vice President and Minister for Planning and
National Development wishes to send through you his deep and sincere condolences to
the family, relatives and friends of the late Kenji Sasaki following the untimely and tragic
road accident. It is my belief that the late Sasaki's death has robbed Japan and Kenya of a
dynamic and dedicated worker who worked diligently to alleviate the sufferings of his
fellow human beings. His work, in rural Kenya endeared him to the folk who will
greatly miss him. He no doubt had a distinguished career both here and in Japan.

In this hour of mourning, we pray that the Almighty God, rests his soul in eternal
peace.

Regrettably, His Excellency the Vice President is unable to attend the funeral
service due to previous and unavoidable duties of the State.
Please accept his sincere apologies.

OLE TANCHU, M.K,, Personal Assistant to Vice President - -
Office of the Vice President and Ministry of Planning and National Development
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" I have received the sad news of the sudden death of Mr.Kenji Sasaki who was a
volunteer attached to our Meru District Population Office.
The late Sasaki has been with us for barely nine months. For the time he spent

here, we have known him to be a hard worker. We in the Ministry shall miss his
contribution.

I would have joined you to bid our departed colleague farewell, but I will be
away from Nairobi on official duties on Saturday. I am sending Amb. S. B. Bullut,
Director, National Council for Population Development to represent this Ministry.

We all join you in mourning his death and pray to the Almighty God to grant him -
arewarding life after death.

F.M. KUINDWA, Permanent Secretary ) o
Office of the Vice-President and Ministry of Planning and National Development

ERACERE TN TBSNIART VT 1 7. (LA AMRKBREORRDEERSShE ik,

R RBRESY 7 HES N THSIZFADINATOTEZ L T, KOS, {THICNT 2%
CHEEH > TNARLBILE > T, SEOINRZALITIRE T2 LA,

B SEOHOBHNORITEOSIM 1> e DTHE, HIARBNTOAROLDIRTE S
ke i SEASHERERMRHEATRLSA, A ARFRORSTAITIRS & 3> TOET.

.o =7ERHH - EREREHES KE FM.2A YD

-15 -



I refer to your letter Ref. 7-242(SG) dated 9th May 1995 informing us of the tragic
death of Mr. Kenji Sasaki a Sociologist with the Japanese Overseas Cooperation
Volunteers, who passed away on 7th May 1995.

The late Mr. Kenji Sasaki has been in Kenya for a very brief period and we regret
that death has denied him the chance to complete his term of service at Meru District
Population Office.

I wish to convey to you and to the family of Mr.Kenji Sasaki-our sorrow and
condolences at this tragic moment, :

'BK. KIPKULEI
Permanent Secretary/Treasury |
"MINISTRY OF FINANCE ~
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‘i May thoughts-and wishes strengthen you. May hope and faith be near. To
comfort you a little. In the loss of someone dear. -

Agency for Personal Service Overseas (APSO)
IRELAND

B, BHOOHEHREEELLETLIIC
FL, BRNOEMASHLIOTIINT, FERIANRR-TBLBERDET LS

TANDIVRORS VT4 7H#lilE APSO (Agency for Personal Service Overseas)
F QEERFFTLD

On behalf of AVSI I would like to send my condolences for the sudden loss of
Mr.Keniji Sasaki.

LEONIDA CAPOBIANCO

Country Representative
International Service Volunteers' Association (AVSI)
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AN POESYT+ Tt AVSI (International Service Volunteers'Association)
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Speech by Mr. Yoshimi Sasaki, the Father of late Mr. Kénji Sasaki

I, at first, would like to express my sincere gratltude for those who have
condoled us on this occasion and those attending here.

On receiving the news of my son on 8 May, we'left-for JICA- Headquarter
in Tokyo. JICA and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs were very helpful to.us all the
way from Tokyo to Nairobi. In Nairobi also, JICA, Embassy of Japan and Japan
Overseas Cooperation Volunteers have been very helpful. Iwould like to highly
appreciate their kindness.

The volunteers in this country are very impressive to me since they look
very sincere and dlhgent to their duties and for the development of Kenya, which
I could not imagine at home. - I believe that my son was among them though he
has gone to the other world in the midst of his assignment.

I also believe that he was very satisfied to live and work in this country
together with the kind Kenyan and Japanese people.

I feel a deep sorrow since I could have encouraged him more through
letters and conversations over the telephone from Japan.

My son, Kenji, will, I believe, watch over you wearing white flowers and
traditional Japanese paper-cranes in the heaven.

. I wish that you who attend here, will make great contributions for
development of Kenya and stay in good health.

Thank you very much.
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We have learned of the tragic death of Mr. Kenji Sasaki which
occurred through a road accident, with profound shock and sorrow.

We at the NCPD where Mr. Kenji Sasaki was serving at the time of
his death, share with you in these moments of grief and pray that the Lord
will grant you the strength to carry on despite the loss.

Mr. Sasaki who was attached to our Meru District Population Office
will be remembered as a friendly and dedicated volunteer. He will surely
be missed, not only by the NCPD, but also by the community that he
served with rare dedication and humility, and all those he interacted with
during the course of his duty.

May the God rest his soul in eternal peace.

Ambassador S.B. A. Bullut

Director, NCPD (National Council for Population and Development}
Office of the Vice President and Ministry of Planning and National
Development

17 May 1995
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It was great shock and sadness which occurred to me, when I heard that
one of our staff members was knocked down and dead there by vehicle, the late
Sasaki Kenji. Ibecame totally mad and very much worried. Although, we knew
" that God is given and taken, may then God keep him in his right hand.

The late Sasaki Kenji was ever good man, who could work with anybody
and communicate. He was very much devoted to his work and even he was
" working over the weekend sometimes.

For the duration we have worked with the late Sasaki Kenji, I can say, was
quite good and I doubt whether I will meet with a good person like the late Sasaki
Keniji.

We have worked outside the office for so many days, especially during the
time for film shows. Whereby we worked in Nyambene, Tharaka Nithi and Meru

= Districts.

Also, I was teaching him the “Kimeru” language in the office because he
was my seat mate. We were great friends and even now I will never forget him in
my heart.

The late Sasaki died on 7th May 1995 at 2pm and he was coming to, Chuka
town where he was supposed to meet one of his friends a volunteer who was to
' come to my home for one week, for home stay. The late Sasaki Kenji, God will
bless him and we shall join him when our Father in Heaven will need us.

‘ God may Bless his soul.

Alfred N. Kajogo
Senior Subordinate Staff
Meru District Population Office
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, -+ “IN' MEMORY OF KENJI SASAKI -
SR D . ey IR
I remember the 8th day of May 1995 with great sadness: This was the day
I received the sad news of the tragic death of Kenji Sasaki. I was on leave but it
- was my habit to greet my colleagues whenever I was in town. Thanks to the habit
- 1saw Kenji on his last day in office on Friday 5th May 1995. 1 still remember my
final words to him “See you on Monday, I'll be in town” with sadness. Little did I
know that that was the last day I would see him alive.
. - On this sad date 8th May 1995, the news were broken to me by my
colleague (Kajogo) before I could even get to the office. A friend of mine had told
. tine of an accident she had come across from her rural home in Chogoria but 1 told
. Her that it couldn’t have been Kenji. I received the sad news with great shock and
disbelief. I was dumb founded and had to hold on something to let the sad news
. “sink in. It was unbelievable - the most unexpected.

¥1l never forget that day because despite not being too close, Kenji was like

a small brother to me. It struck me that I could have no one to share my office
" with since he was my office room mate. His empty desk would always remind
me of a dear friend and colleague taken away by the cruel hand of death.

I would have no one to share my problems with, crack jokes with and also
no one to chat to. Kenji always brightened my day with his brilliant smile and
kiddish laughter. It was him that I shared with anything that I brought to the
office to eat and we could eat together. The idea that he was no more could just
not sink in. \ ,

Kenji was always ready to help anyone with a problem. Like a baby who
knows no danger and no enemy, he coped and got along with everyone. His
pursuit for happiness was unlimited and to him, everyone and everything was a

. joy.
For the nearly one year that I knew him, I never saw Kenji sad or gloomy,
~ neither did I hear him complain even one single day. He had an ever smiling face
that I'll forever live to remember. Just like a small child who sees no reason to

.+ - gloom, his life was full of happiness.

To me I would call him a genius because an adult who can carry the spirit
of a child is a real genius. I will forever miss Kenji. Ionly wish Ihad known him
more and shared more of life’s joys with him. I would have loved to be his
partner in “manufacturing”. Yes! Kenji was a manufacturer of happiness. He
manufactured happiness for himself and all those around him, young and old
alike, rich or poor, sane or insane.

I remember one exceptional case of a mad man who used to follow him to
the office. Like a child, Kenji would chat and laugh with him oblivious of the fact
that this was a mad man. We couldn’t help getting fascinated and we soon made

.. good friends with the mad man. It seemed he had found good friends who could
talk to him and receive him warmly and soon he became a daily visitor, thanks to
Kenji’s example of kindness. S

Kenji had an exemplary personality comparable to none. I could only
compare him to my five year old son who does not know the existence of
unhappiness or sadness.

2225~



w1 will forever miss him and the gap he left will never be filled. We can only

carry on with his example of kindness and generosity. Though he is gone, his

smiling face whose vision is still clear is a great encouragement and inspiration to

seek happiness and joy in this world and his spirit will forever live in me. He will

be missed by all who knew him particularly my young son who still asks where

Kenji went. Physically he is gone, but spiritually he will always be in our mmds
MAY HE REST IN ETERNAL PEACE

Doreen N. Rukaria, Secretary
Meru District Population Office . ./ = . A ‘
24th May 1995 T ey

5HSHEBENHTLELL{ D ET. 20OH KenjiniSBEROC L 2MEE L. SH5BHIE
HOERABTLIM AN—WBREN-bRIEERET. 2O Kenjilz&>1=2BETL
FBFEICE - ESTFRBATVWET. Fhid THBALCEE Y, 27 /Ilha»s] LD
ZETL. UL, 20O FORSBREICRZLIFBNLLEEATL.

HIEFRICE < . KenjiD= o — A& EHEO A Y a TEARS SN E L iz, thoiEICLfas
Fa ) PCOTREHO= 2—A %[N0, Fh kenjiDZ e LBNEHATLR. Y
DT EEBNERE, ETHU-{ YL, ELehFTHATLE. LS {Ehic o E 208
BHOELR. ToL TN LTLE .

ZHIZLIHLWEGE T2 - 120U, KenjLiZ 2 AHD £ TL T2 Kenji L FNIFI LB C
BINTW=0T, 2hPb%E- EBBFTIEHRL S 23 TL &9, ELNEIOGIESILOISENET
RBEhTLE> Wy e eeRnliadEd.

- ChHPSBENMIWANWARTEHEES 720, LaXofah Taliansid £ £ L1k, FoEE
i, Wb KenjiDBHAWEERE P B N RENWTEL D 12OTT. W obEMF-TE AN
ME " ANTHEARZ Uiz KenjidWh 2 ATEL ShEd A,

H UL HBRIPEEL 2T EBH - 126, Kenjildh > B BlliI%E-> T< A, LBMmLAIS,
WL 2 ADEIIZ, HEETHLRHBTRLEBLTHE L. BOERLRDAF5FEEFIB 24
Kenji I2& > T, TRTOA, TRTOLOHBBUTTLIz.

KenjiZHl- TWiz—EOREICIEL WEERIEVNEERZ Rz C L AH D FH A, XHEEHD %:ﬁﬂb Ay
CeMBHHERA. FOEHEERON T A, L LABHEFR2WTHRO &L 51T, Kenjild
BMULEETWELR.

Kenjild RF 2L BT, 2¥2s, FROBEFLRT TWARAZEN, FYOXRT2pS
T3 KenjitSWie{ TIHLW. % b L5l->T. AEOBU R b» ke arbdHN otz
O "PEEYVET N— -2l £ | KenjildSSB2EYHTOBLEFETLE. B
SOEFET L o224 T, EE 5, 385, HUWA, HEOA. FHOBHPLWA, HEEN
DL HAROEEECEVELELE,

HATEHEBRNHL 7, KenjidSERFRICW A WO LIEOAIIT-> TELPIT S, HosdL
WADNE L I Kenjild F O ADFDEHLWALOI, BFHHEOAD LI, E-f0EEELT-0V L
TWEL. BEEZICNT, ESBH» L ARTGEDRRCRY L. BIEERMSTET.
EH < HHED T AHEARRSOIT LD L KenjidRE LEDBHIT T, #OANIEERS
&Ik, NEBRBL{ - &DTT.

Kenjildfi e e sizniz . TS LWMERORBET L. H5WHIEOMEEE, FEL
APREEHMS N, HOSFTORFORELETRETCLMHTEET . KenjiddE- 2RICTEL
TEMI2ELIBEFACLELRNTLED. 2hdS RenjidSBLI-BYIX 2 B8THRICLTEET
FeHLENET, LWL o0 KenjiOFHLTE LEU A RO 0L, ook
o EN RS> TWT, ROPTREIEEREITATLTLES.

Kenjizl> T3 AZHALREL L BoTWE T, FICRADBFOETFL TR Kenjild &zl
Totz®]) &, WEFIZE{BEZT. AEEEHE-TLE-=3hE, BORITN2LEEO0NT
EEEIT TN TETL LY.

ZoicBIRDTEW, AN—BAOFERFGF FLEAL KU=V N LAYT



Keniji's character is always to be remembered and admired in life. Kenji
was ever happy and liked to socialize with his work mates. Kenji was never
discriminative and could always share jokes with his staff mates. He was so
much willing and interested to learn Kimeru language that for the short time he
lived in Meru, he could even communicate with few words of Kimeru language.
Kenji always felt at home and felt happy to share anything with his staff mates.
Kenji was always willing to help whenever there was need.

Kenji liked his kind of work and he was always devoted to his duties. He
was to make his work success because always, even if it was rainy or sunny
season, you could never hear Kenji complain that the weather was bad for
carrying out his duties. Due to his hard work, for the short time he had lived in
Meru he had ventured most of the places just to ensure that his clients get his
services accordingly. '

I will ever remember Kenji and his devotions on his duties, just to see that
our country climbs to the peak on matters concerning population and
development, and may God rest his Soul in Eternal Life.

Mrs. Susan N. Mwiti
Clerical Officer
Meru District Population Office * *
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To JOCV THE LATE KEN]JI SASAKI
\ It was with great shock and sadness to learn of the sudden death of Kenji

Sasaki in a tragic road accident. I met Kenji in the course of doing his work when
I was requested to facilitate as a Doctor in the programmes he was working on.

Here was a young man who was so full of enthusiasm, hard working and
very devoted to his work. He had such a warm and pleasant personality and
being friendly to him just became autonatic. He had the qualities that would
have made him a great achiever both in personality and career wise. He was a
darling of my children and the rest of the family for the short time I knew him.
His death was therefore a great shock and source of sorrow to even my children
with him he happily used to play with each and even promised them some little
gifts at a later date.

His cruel death therefore which brought an untimely end to a promising
young man was a big blow not only to his family but to all his friends, country
‘and mankind at large. '

Dr. A. 0. Ocko ;
Consultant Physician, Meru
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The late Mr. Sasaki was an amiable, likeable, hardworking and committed
officer whose politeness immediately endeared him to which ever new
acquaintance he met. I had the pleasure to work with him and I wish his family
and population office in Meru, God’s consolation at this time of immense sorrow.

Dr. G. N. M'Riara
Consultant Obsterician and Gynaecologist, Meru
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SR
AN EXPERIENCE WITH TI-IE LATE KENJI SASAKI

It was last February when the Meru District Population Officer (DPO) Mr. Willie
Nyambatl asked the Population Education Promotion Project (PEPP)/JICA Coordinator Mr.
Yoshio Kanamoto to provide the audio visual van for film shows in Meru, Nyambene and

' Tharaka Nithi Districts for three weeks.

; The various arrangements necessary for the film shows were carried out by the late JOCV
’Mr Kenji Sasaki who was working in the DPO's office as an Assistant Population Officer. Mr.
-Sasaki was assigned the duty of organizing, planmng and meeting with the contact person{s} in all

proposed venues for the film shows well before the van arrived. This he did with unlimited
dedication often having to ride long distances along the rough, dusty roads and paths of Mem
District on his motor bike.

PEPP/JICA released the A/V van along with two officers, Ikua Njoroge (technician} and

Musyoka Kaleli (facilitator) to join Kenji Sasaki in the difficult task of disseminating video

_programs to the communities. My personal experience with Sasaki started when he introduced
himself to me as the new Japanese Volunteer replacing his predecessor Tomoko Ochiai who left
Kenya last year. I quickly noticed the welcoming smile on his young handsome face and I was
fast to ask him how old he was, to which he quipped “don’t mind”. We started the film shows
after visiting three venues a day which would leave us very tired and exhausted. Sasaki helped in
setting up the equipment and also kept records of the attendance. He also gave out
questionnaires which he retained after each show. This helped him in his report writing.

After four days in Meru, Sasaki kindly offered to accommodate me and my colleague
Kaleli in his house, an offer we could not decline. This marked the start of an even more friendly
relationship and closeness as after a day’s work, we would go back to the house and cook
together. Sasaki enjoyed learning how to cook Kenyan dishes like ugali, sukuma wiki and meat.
We also had time to discuss our lives, our past and our future and Japanese traditions. I
remember asking him “Kenji, now that you have seen that in Kenyan communities men can marry
two wives, what would happen if you marry two wives when you go back to Japan?” to which he
replied, causing laughter, “I will be arrested”. My stay with Kenji was a refreshment. He was
really hardworking, staying awake upto 1:00 pm to feed records of the days work in his small
computer and being in the office at 7:45 am next morning.

One evening we went out for leisure in the Meru Milimani area. We were going back to
the house at about 11:00 pm when we were stopped by two Policemen. They flashed their torch
lights on our faces and asked who we were. Kenji bravely answered that he was from Japan and
that he was working at DPO’s office, not forgetting to state that I was a visitor from Nairobi. The
Policemen let us go.

Then there was Kenji's watchman who used to sleep so much that we could hear him
snoring loudly every night. This disturbed me and I asked Kenji if he was aware of it. He said
“yes”, then I asked him why he could not get another watchman. He told me he could not sack

. the watchman because he was an old man and maybe he did not have any other source of income.

Kenji was kind and merciful. Trying to make other’s feel “happier” was his dream. When
the film shows ended, Fenji said he hoped there would be another show in May. This was
actually scheduled to start from 14th of May. I was looking forward to have another chance to
work with Kenji Sasaki.

Then came the fateful day, 7th May on Sunday when the cruel arm of death brutally and
regrettably brought his life to a full stop through a fatal road accident. The news of Kenji's death
shocked everyone at PEPP. I felt a big blow, I felt I had lost a colleague and a brother. As1
collected myself, I had these little words of consolation, “life comes and goes” just as the sun rises
in the east and sets in the west. Surely for every human being there is the day of being born and

~the day of dying. Sasaki, you have left us with a task, to cherish your ideals and to try to realize
your admirable dreams.

Your name will always linger in our mmds and con]ure images, of your presence Good-
bye. May your soul rest in Eternal Peace.

Mr. Ikua Njoroge, PEPP/JICA” ~ ~ * "% R . A0
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So young!

The sting of a death can be painful. It has taken away a pleasant and
loving person. 1 first met and work with the late Kenji in Meru late last year,
during the JICA /PEPP video program dissemination.

I remember him as a nice person who would hardly ever do anything to
deliberately hurt one, always smiling and looking happy.

Sad memories of Kenji-san still come into my mind from time to time yet.

1 also have many warm and comforting memories to dwell upon.

Elizabeth OKODO
Video Producer
PEPP/JICA
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Sunday 7th May 1995 the worst tragedy PEPP has ever experienced occurred. A
brilliant, hard working albeit friendly Japanese volunteer bid the world farewell.
It was most shocking. A tense sombre atmosphere engulfed the Project. Tears
from both Japanese and their African counterparts, rolled. In fact, initially, an air
of disbelief filled the Project and its staff in the pilot areas.

Ms.Yumiko Nishimura, Kenji's counterpart at the Kakamega District Population
Office, left the office and went home to sob. "I refuse to accept such news." She
told me.

Kenii's boss, the Meru District Population Officer, hoped that it was another light
skinned person. When they told me the Japanese in my office had been killed
through a road accident, I prayed that it may be somebody else. However, after
seeing the body, I now believe. Idon't know what to do. We have however
cancelled every other activity that we planned for, he told me.

KENJI: WHY YOU?

I ask: "Why Kenji Sasaki?". Kenji, if death had at least the courtesy to ask, we
would all have pleaded for you. But it crudely and very cruelly plucked you,
alone, on your motorbike. As one colleague at PEPP retorted in shock: "There are
many bad people around whom death should have instead plucked!"

KEN]JI: THE SOCIAL BEING

I had only one chance with which I went out with Kenji in March. Our mission to
evaluate the 1995 wall calendars. Kenji accompanied me, Print Media Expert
Atsuko Morita, my Evaluator Mr.Walter Omariba, our driver Mr. Donald Kaleka
and on some instances the District Population Officer Mr. Willie Nyambati on the
trips. ’

During that one week, Kenji always smiled. It is during that one week that I took
the picture of him alone smiling that appeared on the funeral programme. Aftera
hard day's work during that week we visited his house where he offered us
orange juice and assorted biscuits to eat. A conversation ensued:

Kenji: (laughingly) In my house you must remove your shoes.

Donald: But in Yumiko's (Japanese volunteer in Kakamega) house we
are never told to remove shoes.

Kenji: That is Yumiko's house and this is my house.

(We all removed shoes and put on slippers.)
Omariba:  This is a very big house Kenji. Do you live here alone?
Arunga: You must be hiding some African girlfriend somewhere.
(laughter)
Kenji: I have no girlfriend.
Omariba:  We will find a nice African girlfriend for you.
Arunga: Or maybe you have a Japanese girlfriend?
Kenyji: I have no comment. Oh!! Thave something for you to drink.
—- He leaves to the kitchen, comes with glasses,orange juice and biscuits.
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Donald: We went to Yumiko's house and we took exactly the same juice
like this one. (laughter) o

Arunga: These are very delicious biscuits. The juice is also not bad.

Omariba:  Add me another glass!

Arunga: Kenji we are in your area(Meru). What do you have for us?

Kenji: I understand you like dancing.

Arunga: Kenji, those are people spoiling my good name. (laughter)

Kenji: Anyway I will take you somewhere. .

Arunga: Is there a Disco in Meru? : .

Kenjii =~ AtMakutano. ’ -

Arunga: Donald! After parking your car, can we go"’ -

Donald: You are spoiling an old man.

Kenji: You must come with us. .

Omariba:  Me, I will stay in the room praying. I always pray in the’ v
evening,

P B
B

. — After finishing juice, Arunga/Donald /Omariba each thank Kenji very
much for a very refreshing snack.

Kenji:;, = You are always welcome. &

--- On leaving the compound T
Donald: Kenji, your compound is dirty. Yumiko's is veryclean. .. ...
Kenji: Yumiko is a lady. Anyway, I'will tell my watchman to cuit the '

. grass. Itisvery tall.
Arunga:.  You will start living here with rephles (snakes). (laughter)

—- We climb the car and leave.

Another day in Saturday at County Hotel i in Meru. Arunga and Kenji having 'a
beer.

Kenji: Let's go to Disco.
Arunga: I am bored. Iwill join you.
Kenji: Might Morita want to come with us?
Arunga: She said she was tired with a slight headache.
Kenji: Let's take Donald and then we go.

— We go to Donald's hotel and get him. ' ‘
Donald: (laughingly) You people are spoiling an old man.
Arunga: Even old people must become young once in a while. S
Kenji: Arunga, you are right. ) N
Donald: Yes! Let's go! f o . o
Kenji: It is a bit far. o V' ’ eow )
Donald/Arunga: We will walk, don't worry. S SR

PRI A
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— At the Disco after a few drinks
Arunga: Kenji! You are just smiling and taking beer but are not dancing.
Kenji: I'am not a good dancer. -
Arunga: You must try.
Donald: That is right. You must.

Kenji: No! No! No!
-—- 1, Arunga pulled Keniji to the floor and we started dancing together.
After some time
Arunga: We must leave now for we have some work tomorrow.
Kenji/Donald: That is right.
Kenji: I want to thank you very much. Today I really enjoyed myself

very much. You know Ihad never gone to a Disco before.
Arunga: I enjoy being young. (laughter)

Kenji: Arunga! When I come to Nairobi for Dr. Sato's farewell party,
can we please go for a Disco together?
Arunga: Definately. The Discos in Nairobi are much more livelier than
’ this one at Makutano .
. — We happily left together.

Kenji enjoyed field trips with us. He had humour, but a real Japanese (Hard
working). His Audio-visual van report was excellent.

Exactly one week before his death, at a joint meeting of District Population
Officers and PEPP's Head of Units, a member said: "Kenji should be
recommended to come back to Kenya as an Expert. He is the best volunteer we
have ever seen." Everybody enthusiastically concurred, adding a word or two
about how nice the late Kenji was.

KEN]JI: OUR BROTHER

We look back with fond memories of our departed brother, who came to Kenya to
serve. He gave his best, to uplift the living standards of this, our young country.
We wipe tears, sending our condolences to his family.

To Kenji, we say Sayonara ja naino, for we will all die. Its just a matter of time
and we will join you in the next world. We will all remember you for bridging
our two countries (Kenya and Japan) closer. Although from a superior country,
you humbly mingled with us. You've shown us that although of different
complexions (skin colour), we are one people.

DOMO ARIGATO GOZAIMASU KENJII!
Michael Arunga

Print Media Unit : 1
PEPP (Population Education Promotion Project) /JICA T
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" In'Loving Memory of Mr. Kenji Sasaki e
It all began when our daughter Cathrine introdticed us to her friend
Tomoko Ochiai. We lived very happily with Tomoko until her time in Kenya
came to an end.
Before she left, she promised to introduce to us her successor. So when
Kenji first visited Meru, he was introduced to us and we had supper together and
a very good evening. Later they left Kenji promising to visit.us when he came to
Meru again. '
Then came the time for him to start work in Meru. " My family was so
happy to see him agein. We shared very many happy evenings. He was sucha
cool and good boy. His presence in our house made a difference. We had many
things to talk about especially the difference in cultures and environments both in
Kenya and Japan. In one of these conversations is when I learnt that he did not
know how to prepare meals. So for this reason we requested him to be joining
the family for supper after work which he also enjoyed, because in his house he
was very lonely. My husband also suggested that he could stay at our house but
his boss in Meru said it was against the official rules as Kenji told us. - )
As time went by, Kenji would come or at times ring and say it was
impossible to come due to much work or rain for it was'a rainy season. Time
went by and the relationship grew deeper regardless of the many times he could
not come home. Many times as we met on our way to work, other teachers
would tell me, "Here is your son.”" I would feel very much honored because all
the people loved him even those who did not know him because of his humility.

-~ On 22nd April, we had attended my nephews wedding where I met him
i.e. Kenji with his friends because he had made many. For him, it was a very
special day. He fitted in the community very well and all the people appreciated
his presence. To me and our small daughter Naomi, the day was more special as
Kenji took photos saying Naomi was growing prettier every day. We left from
the wedding earlier as we had to take a matatu and he had to take his bike.

From that time, I had not seen Kenji until he met the untimed cruel hand of
.death in a road accident. I received the shocking news as I was in the class
teaching. I did not believe so I rushed to his office thinking those who told the
news had made a mistake. To me the news was so painful to bear or believe. But
it was so. The confirmation of the news made me blind, deaf and dumb for some
time. This pain is always lingering in my heart when I see his photos or mention
his name. But there is nothing I can do. - .

To me and my husband, Kenji will ever be remembered as a son. To our
children, he will ever be a brother.

Deeply missed by the Oguro family, May God rest your soil in eternal
peace. - . e e T

1

OGURO FAMILY
Compiled by Mrs. Salome Oguro ... .. . .- . .
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Sasaki; The Japanese friend I will never forget

" Sasaki is dead! ". The message, transmitted in a telephone conversation
with my colleague, Tomoko was unbelievable. At first, I did not want to sound
shocked on the phone. Iknew that Tomoko was already traumatised by the-sad
revelation. As such I felt that the best thing I could do to help her was to-dllay her
fears, comfort her with the fact that even if the worst had happened and there is
little we could do to bring back our departed friend to life. )

But as the full impact of the reality sunk into me, I too became traumatised.
The loss, was too much to bear. Memories of the wonderful moments we had
shared with the late Sasaki flashed across my mind. The evening in a popular
Meru restaurant where we joked freely over drinks. His generous offers and the
lively discussion we had about our careers and the future. Irecalled him talking
at length about his experience in JICA and his Meru assignment. Isaw in Sasaki a
genuine realist, a young expatriate committed to the betterment of the lives of
Merus, my people whom I was born and brought up with. He had even
promised to visit my rural home located in South Imenti, Meru district. Yet, all
this is now history. A cruel reminder to the vulnerability that our lives are
exposed to. A testimony to the fact that nothing, nothing including our own lives
is ours forever. The reality is all the more unbearable owing to the fact that
Sasaki, who had committed his energy to work in Meru, died through a tragic
road accident in Meru. Itis an irony of fate.

The only befitting tribute that I can now pay to this departed friend is to
spearhead the virtues that Sasaki's life embodied. Discipline, hard work and
honesty. To his family members, other relatives and friends that he has left
behind, seek solace in the fact and realisation that as one writer once put it
"we are all victims, our destinies are determined by the cosmic roll of dice, the
vagrant breezes of fortune that blow from the windmills of the gods".

Sammy MWITI, AEF in Meru District
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KEN]JI SASAKI

I was saddened to learn of the recent loss of Kenji Sasaki due to a tragié _

accident in his host country Kenya. His absence will be felt by many in Japan as
well as abroad where JOCV members serve,

Kenji was a fine trainee. It was my pleasure to have known and worked
with him during the first training cycle of 1994. He was diligent, open and
receptive, participating in all training activities with enthusiasm and spiritual
concentration. Over the course of our ten weeks together, I learned many things
about this remarkable young man. One incident he related- was of a special
interest since it reflected a quality of his nature and marked him as a special
human being. He recounted an experience he had had in Mexico. During his
travel he felt a desire, not a need, in a Mexican driver’s license. With little
Spanish language ability but with the requisite measure of daring and aplomb, he

not only applied for the license, but also convinced the issuing authority that he -

was an "expert" driver in his own country, Japan. He was promptly issued the
Mexican driving permit. Ironically, Kenji did not have a Japanese driver’s license
at the time! : :

Kenji wrote me twice - soon after arrival in his host country in July 1994,
and I quickly wrote back having been pleased to hear from him about the exciting
prospects for his successful volunteer service. I received his second letter along
with an edition of newsletters, he was editing during golden week, the week
before his death. I regret I have no opportunity to write him one last time. His
newsy letter again captured the initiative and enthusiasm he marked Kenya and
openly characterized much of his nature.

Keniji Sasaki’s loss to his host country is also Japan’s loss. His attitude and
behavior were exemplary and I will miss him.

Richard
KEN]JI SASAKI

Only a few days before his untimely death, I had posted a return letter to
my former student, Kenji Sasaki. Iwas greatly saddened to learn of his passing.

Kenji was a kind, attentive and unassuming person possessed of a clear
intelligence.

Kenji was the best kind of student that one could possibly encounter
anywhere, and this is to understate his uncommon decency.

In his last letter to me from Kenya, he said that he was happy to learn that
one could live well with few material possessions; I was touched by that.

Kenji was aware of the problems of life and he was concerned about other
people.

1 am convinced that our world would be a better place if there were more
people like Kenji Sasaki, who I shall never see again. He will be missed.

Sincerely, Brian Doherty
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Kenken i go long antap
Namba 3 June 1985

Dear Kenken, olsem wanem? Mi hop se yu harem i gud nomo. Be olgeta man we
yu leavim long aninit oli harem nogud. 01i krae we i krae. I no gud ia.

Nao mi stap raetem leta long yu long Bislama. From sapos mi asum Japanese,
mi no save stoppem complain long yu. Se plis letem mi blong usum hem ia.

Wi wantem talem wan someting nome long yu se yu weit long mifala we bae i
kam long ples blong yu. Taem mi mitim yu long nekis taem, bae mi kilim yu wan
taem. From yu brekem promise blong yumi. Yu rememba hem? Mekem se bae mi kilim
yu. Noting we narawan i no save, yu save resen we bae mi mekem olsem mo mi
stap kros we I kros long yu. Be hemi olraet, afta we mi mekem olsem, yumi
drink long antap. Ei! yu sud traem tastem KAVA blong VANUATU. Hemi strong we i
strong. OK, bae mi karem i go, afta, yumi everiwan i drink mo storian i gogo
kasem morning.

Mi bin laekem fasin blong yu, be naoia mi nomo save toktok mo pleiplei
vetem yu ia. Hemia nomo i sorry tumas.
Ta-ta long Kenji go kasem nekis taem!.

With Love, Chiyoke long VANUATU
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) 1 first met Mr. Sasaki a few days before my trip to Japan in July, 1994 and
thought of how wonderful it would be to meet many more youths in Japan. It
was another wonderful experience for me to welcome five new volunteers to
Kenya, Mr. Sasaki being one of them. He looked very humble and with much
potential. From that time on until his death, he had been fully engaged in his
activities. It is sad to loose such a young and devoted youth. Iam 24yrs, almost
the same age as Mr. Sasaki, and I can just imagine how much a youth at this age
would like to achieve. All his plans were shattered in a moment. It makes me
think seriously and urge other youths to use their present precious lives in the
best way possible. I remember one important and useful phrase, “NEVER TAKE
LIFE FOR GRANTED”. It is my sincere hope that we shall always keep in mind
this phrase whether we are young or old.

Susan Gathu e s, RN
Secretary of JOCV/JICA . V
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