THE MALAYSIAN FORESTER
Conclusions

These observations from this study suggest that secds tolerant of low
temperatures, such as somc Shorea species of the White Merant Group,
and Hopea, may be stored for a longer period than those of Shorea species
of the Red Meranti and Balau Groups.

Our recommendations for Dipterocarp seed handling arc as lollows:

(1) For storage purposes. seeds should be collected from trees. or be freshly
shed from Lrees, in order to avoid contaminalion by fungi and bacteria.

{2) Completely mature sceds .arc necessary for Storage and germination.
Moisture content of aboul 509 indicales full maturation. In the field.
wing color is a good indicator, as mature seeds have wings dricd down
to their bases with distincl dark stain demarcation,

(3)  The moisture contents of (lic seeds must be nmaintained above at least
20% of the dry weight, although there might be some variation among
the seeds. To keep the moisture content above the eritical level. the
seeds must be placed .in a closed conlainer or in a condition of relative
humidity of over 959.

(4) Seeds should be grouped into at least two, one with tolerance to low
temperatures, and the other intolerant of low temperatures. Seeds
“tolerant of low temperalurcs. appear to show good results in storage.
White Meranti specivs of Shorea, particularly Shorea talura, can be
stored at 4°C for a long period.  Other tolerant sceds imay be stored
at a temperature range between 15 and 21°C.

(5) - Seeds intolerant of low lemperature cannot survive below [5°C. Such
secds must be maintained at a temperature above 15°C. Shorea ovalis
seeds sutvived best at 21°C.

(6) Aeration may help lo protect the seeds from sulfocating. "However, the
relative humidity of the air must be maintained above 956, at 25°C
in order to keep the moisture content of the sceds above 20% of the
dry weight.
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Ciraphivm monitiforme
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