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' ADDREss OF F‘RQFESSOR C 0 EZEKWE F-’AS CHA!RMAN NATIONAL AGENCY
FOR SCIENCE-AND EN "iNEERING IMFRASTRUCTURE (NASENI) AT THE DINNER
HELD IN HONOUR OF THE JAPANESE CONSULTING TEAM ON THE FRIN/JICA
TRIAL AFFORESTAT]ON OF THE SEMI-ARID - AREAS, AFAKA KADUNA STATE
NIGERIA AT THE CHINA RESTAURANT, TKOYI HOTEL, LAGOS, ON FRIDAY

STH JUNE 1992, . S ; - .

) Your Excellency\ o

‘The 'Leader and Members of the Japanese Consulting Team, ‘
::Dlstmgu:shed Guests -
; Gentlemen of the Préss,

n_D:stmguashed Ladles and Gentiemen,

' l am pleased‘to welcome you all to thls dmner whlch ls belng held in apprematlon ‘
:of the achlevement by the Japanese expert team in the 5 year FRIN/JICA Tr:a! |
'VAfforestatlon Pro_iect at Afaka, Kaduna State. : The Pro;ect came into bemg foliowmg
: .the 519n1ng of the Memorandum of Understandmg (MOU] between the former |
'Federal Mmlstry of SCIence and Technology (FMST‘} and the JICA repre tatives
eon_ﬂZZ_n_d_Aogust, _.1.986 The PrOject met and exceeded its target before lt explred

“on 21st August 1991,

'l am mdeed very happy to announce that today marks the formal handlng over of .
the Pro;ect. ngeria has rece:ved ‘the Enghsh versuon of the report on the -
'successful compiet:on of the PrOject. The_orlgmal V..er'51_on was rendered in the

Japanese language. '.

The Pro;ect exceeded 1ts piantatlon target Wthh was, 690 0 ha, by an additional

' 143 1 ha, whu:h represents an overshoot of 21° This is. a sat:sfymg accomphshment
: .whlch has materlally demonstrated the mterest and comm:tment of the Japanese and
.-nger:en actors |n the pro;ect. In additlon, the Pro;ect mcorporated small

: _quantxtles of some pOpuIar commercnal frl.ut trees ln :ts 1990 plantmg pr‘ogramme,

- these mclude the popular Mango Cashew Urange Banana Cola and Cocoa. Many

: :zﬂther spemesywhxch are mdlgenous to the savannah zone were seiected for

'lncluswn in the trials for 1991 plantlng and bevond.
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of a great relevance to the successful continuation of the Afaka afforestatzon

'pro;ect 15 the trammg wh:ch the project mounted for N:gerlan counterpart staff

in Japan and m ngerla.‘ Thls component_of-the techmcal asmsta_nce is prlceless.

l also w:sh to acknowiedge the contznuous assistance of the Federal Mlmstry of
Fmance and Economlc Development in- the area. of facmtatlng thls counterpart :

'trammg, and in makmg the Pro;ect |tself possmle.

'.-ié'ina.!l"y, ' l_, oh behalf of the Federal Government of N:geria, wish to thank the
_.Japanese. Internatlonal Cooperation Agency (JICA), the Government of Japan
.. through HIS Exce![ency the Ambassador of Japan l pay a deserved trlbute to
.-the 100 Japanese experts who worked t1reIesst and devotedly on the Pro;ect

1 durmg the 5 years

The otficia! h'andover'ot the JIICA Afaka Afforestation project' is taking place at
"about the same tlme as the mcumbent Ambassador of japan to nger:a HIS
.Exce![ency Mr Yasusht Kurokochl, is concludmg his assngnment in N;geria .Under
.hls tenure the image of Japan in nger:a recewed an lmmeasurable boost not oniy
.on account of the mdefatlgab!e energy and lmpresswe personallty of the ambassador
hlmself but also because of the many people- orlented pro;ects in the country in
which hIS country provxded the rnotive power. In his tenure Japanese development
'ass;stance has reached out to many :mportant projects in this country. Apart from
_:.the Afforestatnon prolect Wthh has brought us together here today, | also know

; about the medscai Iaboratory equ:pment for the NatlonaI 1nst:tute for Medxcal
Research the techntcaI assistance ‘to the Nigerian- lnstltute for Oceanography and

B -Marme Research that to the Federal Coiiege of F:sherles and Marine Technology

Lagos and of course the admlrable role of Japan in the fight against gumea-—worm

in this-country lt is no wonder that the ambassador has trave!led far and wide
‘ m this country,.bagged Chleftamcy Tltles, and that hlS surname is now eas:ly
' pronounced correctly | w1sh the ambassador and h:s famlly good health and

"-'happmess and a contmued success in their new postmg
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_ Your Excellency, Mr. Ambéssadpr, I do hope that the excellent rélationship that
exlsts between your Government and our country and between your people and

our. people, will ‘co'ntihue to grow in the years ahead.

The V:ce Pressdent of the Federal Repubhc olﬁ Nigerza, Honourable Mimster,
Your Excellenmes, The Leader and Members of the Japanese Consultmg Team,

Dlstmgmshed C‘uests Ladles and Gentlemen, _I thank you all for honourmg our
-mvxtat:on.
Prof G O Ezekwe |

Cha!rman. .

5th June, 1992




Rcmdrks by Ambassador Vasushl KUROKGCHI of Japan at thb C1031ng Ceremony of the
Trlal Afforestation pTOJeCt in: the Semi- Arld Area in \1ber1a
Lagos, Oth June-lggd_

I an extremely gratlfled to be present at. thls c1091ng ceremony of the
Trlal Afforestatlon Proaect in. Qeml ~Arid Area,_and also at . the ceremony’ to hand
over the reports complled by. a group of experts of JICA The progect cane. to-

'an end in ﬁugust last year and, Lrom what I have heard the - Trlal PFOJeCt has
brought forward nany.. 51gn1flcant dlscoverles and hlnts for -the furtherance of
.forestry unde1 seml arld condltlona.. As an . out31der to- the forustry research
, and,;ndustry,:l uould refraln from maklng any. comments on the 5- year pFOJECt

I:.uduld -say, howevbra that iy - Government 15 happy to have extended its
ftechnlral cooperatlon in one ‘of the ilelds requiring a long term research and

development.

E‘orest Y. has many dSPECtS to merit. serlous thoughts. It;providcs'the_most
'-1mportant env1ronment for human llfe =and agrlculture and, . stfahge ='{:;is': it may
-sound,. o flshery. It PlOVldLS o&ggen Whlch ail- llvlﬁb things requ1re. It
jpfb»ldes tnc shade Uthh glVbS protectlon from. the. heat . of the - sun. The gréén
has a VPFJ SOldClng effect on the. eyes of nmnk¢nd. . The forest provides proper .
grounds for' the act1V1tles of va1¢ous insécts and also microbes which
 :¢¢en*dal1y éhrich-tﬁc'sfbeané'pourlng 11to the.ocean where fish resources groy,
_Ihe forestc serve .as the bulwark dgalnst the marching deSSOFtlflhatan as well

' asfaameguqrd agali st FuﬁblblthlOS of top soll being blown avay.

Ancestor:I'Of -th@ Japanese people have long considered various benefits
that can be derived from and have iepunded on the maintenance of forest as well
'as reforestdtlon.‘: .HaJ I, at- this poinh, inforﬁ you that the ﬁéency for
Fo:estry_ in Japan ,i; conduﬁtlng a Campalén for ralsing fund to help malntaln
the.fbréstfy«iﬁ.the'hands of the central government. ¥hat is 1mportant about
:this is .théi 'it..is.;nﬁti a- fund;faising in thé ordinary Sbnse, but inviting
:people who are reallf concerned about thc.futufe df'the-green, to.put up fﬁnds
in® pre arranged unlts w1th the assurance that after tuenty to thlrty yvears the
. trees mdy be sold ‘and: the proceeds after deductlng the cost may be equally
d1v1ded to. the contrlbutors to . the fund - of éourse nobody has any illusion to
:1 obtaln_ a _blg_ ptof1L= in- moneJ terms. EQerybody find§_ a iot of :prbfit in
- ﬁhintﬁinipg ftha green in the -forest, and -vébious Venvirénméntal benefits are
_;beyond.ahy:célcuiatidn. I, personally; have contribﬁted fuo units-bo the fdnd,
/2000
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. and 'om hoping that fI”’qhall :have mo & pereonal inter-relationship : with the

forest where my fund unlts are pegged

T am -an amabeurlbh obsexver of forestry in Nigeria, -and wouldn’t dare te
'make any comment ercept that “the Trlal Afforostatlon Proaect in Semi-Arid Areas
oould serve -as harbingers to more coordlnated afforestatlon efforts thal would
protect the most frlendly and useful forests to the local people. It 15_
obv1ous that the federal, and state governments should coord1nate in mounting
"the efforts, but. lt is hoped that the . local people would also jein in the
development of forestry “for their enllghtened selfﬂlnterest 1 once visited
_the shrlnL of - Osun dﬁd the wooded area of - the shxlne prov1des some . venerable
, atmo%phere Lnlch I quspect 1nduces people to. set store by-all- the’ woods. There
‘seenms to me to ex1st “sone’ kind of splzltual 1nterchange between man and nature,
th[ough the medium of hhe Osun sod It is true that in semi- -arid areas,  the
same thlng cannOL be oreatcd but when ‘the ferest grows, and ney surroundlngs
ET0Y . out of various accumulaued efforts, there may be born a new ‘mores enabling
.people to enJoy the boom of nature.r It is bdld thdt even the Sahara desert was
one tlne COVPFU&-ELLh vetdant forest. The sbml arid arPdS of today could be’

'Lurned into bﬂﬂpth¢n" Lloeer to that- Lime wnany mlllinlums past;

THp forestry is a nmtter of many jud[& and its success or failure cannot
ﬂbo dete;mlned uifhln ten or twenty years. The dedication'of'the foresters or
'foreSer—r atod »orners “are- definitely ko bn respected for thelr contribution

_that is open to. a pleaburc only after several decades.

It 13 in this sense “that I wlah to extend iy "hearty respect to- Lhe people
belong1ng o the Federal Research Instltute of ngerla, both ak Ibadan and “in
_'haduna,land for that natter other partb of \Lrerla for the dlrect and Lndirest
_ Joint wvork - extendeo to the Japanese team of experts in the course of five-year

-p;ogeot in Kaduna,
May' the oljse' bOOP”PaLlVC relaulonshlp betuoon' Vigeria and Japan be

'further Lﬂplored 1nto other fleldb on thc erLngth of what has been attained in

LOnHPLtlon w1th the proJeot

' 'God biess..



_ bpeech by Dr. Senshl Namba _
Leader of- Adv1s0ry Team for the. Trial. Afforestatlon Project
in the semi-arid area in ngerla

- June’5, 1992

CIOSinghCeremony'for the Project.
_Mr,'Chairman;"Jaﬁanese Ambassador to Nigeria, Ladies and Gentlemen:

It is 1ndeed my pleasure to attend thls clos1ng ceremony on hehalf

.of the Japan Internatlonal Cooperatlen Agency. JICA

As you well know,‘at present ciroﬁhstaneés eround forestry‘heVe
' been changlng drastlcally in relatlon to- the worldw1de env;renment According
to a recent FAU report world forest resources are belng rapldly degraded and'
.deforested due to. OVQF-Shlftlng cultlvatlon, over grazlng, over cuttlng for
‘fuel wood and charcoal and S0 on T nis tendency is very severe espeelally in
f_the troplcal forests leen thlS srtuatlon, many trlals are under way

::worldwlde toiprotect-troplcal forests.

EAfforestetion*sCtivities'in~semi-arid regions are expected to
_contrlbute not only to the preventlon of desertlfleatlon but also to the
. protectlon of llves of the local people Wlth thlS p01nt in. mlnd Japan, which

: hus far has relled on troplcal forest for 1ts forest products started
'afforestatlon progects in semi- ar1d regions of Tanzanla and Kenya on. a
hbllateral bas1s . |
However. Japan does not have enough experlence and 1nformat10n ahout
1 afforestatlon teehnlques 1n sem1 arld reglons because Japan 1tse1f has more
1?than 1, 800 mllllmeter of annual Ialnfall Therefore, pr;orrto full

e'partlolpatlonﬂlnﬁthe_affores;atlon-proJeots, JICAfstartedﬂthis project in



Augost; iSBB_based_on;the:Record'ofrDiscussions{R/D), which iS'an agreement
between JICA and Ministry of Science and Technology. The R/D states as a
project goal that thls pro;ect aims to collect useful materials for selecting .
suitable spe01es, establlshlng s1lvxcu1tura1 technlques. ‘and estlmatlng

'forestry operatlon expenses
Mr.Chairman:

_ Looklng baok at the prOJect performance over the last 5 years I am
sstlsfled w1th the results of varlous surveys and tests and I am sure that they
w1ll substant1ally contrlbute not only o afforestatlon and foreqtry
'management ‘in sem1 arld reglons of ngexla but also to afforestatlon ‘and
sustalnable forest development in other 31m11ar areas. At the same tlme, as the
chlef of technlcal backup commlttee in Japan, i w1sh the project would have a
longer cooperat1on term 80 that more 1nformat10n ‘and results codld be galned'

for thetdevelopment_of s11v1cu1ture techn;ques.

'The projecthwes completed successfully'last August.eAnd our efforts
.remaln.ln Afaka -in the shape of green forests hs'long as’there.ere
foresters, technlclans and workers partlclpatzng in the prOJect planted trees
'are grow1ng there, and the operatlon manuals Wthh I brought from Japan thls'
time are there 1 belleve afforestation can continue by yourself in semi-arid
reglons of ngerla |

| In attendlng thlS clos1ng ceremony tonlght I would like agaln to
'express my 81ncere apprlceatlon to the Mlnlstry of Science and Technology and
to other personnel concerned for: thexr warm hospltallty and earnest

cooperat1on

Now, may I formally hand over the reports of our JOlnt study 1n5

_:Engllsh 1anguage to you. o Honourable Chairman,
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