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Ex-participant (1984)

Senior Scientific Olficer {Horticuliure)
BARI
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(1} The Rising Nepal, January 17th, 1990

Commercial Truck Farming To
Boost Vegetable Supply

By A Staff Reporter
Kathmandu, Jan. 16:

Commercial Truck Farming
System in vegetable production
can provide an answer 1o the
problem of imbalance in
vegetable supply in the rural
and urban areas, cxperts said.

Jjapan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA)
follow-up team now in the
capital for a scminar on
Vegetable Crops Production
and Vegetable Sced Production
Courses defines the commercial
truck farming sysiem as
producing vegetable crops in
relatively large quantity for
distant market.

- Leader of the tcam Dr,
Tohoru Kato, of Kochi
University and Director of
Central Rescarch [nstitute in.
Japan, said many places outside
the Kathmandu valley: have
favourable climate for
‘vegetable cultivation which.

can be transferred to the
vegetable shortage areas such
as Kathmandu by developing
infrastructure through the
commercial vegetable
production in Nepal,
Commercial truck farming
system is necessary for
vegetable growers 1o be
dominant in the market. This
mecans one farmer cannot
satisfy such a large amount in
terms of quantity and
continuity. Therefore, farmers
must organize a certain group
1o transfer vegetable in order to
mect the requirement of
wholescllers in the market.

The three day seminar which
opened yecsterday is being
participated in by agriculture
cxperts from various
government and non-
government organizations
related (o agriculture
development.

Speaking at the function
Secretary in the Ministry of
Agriculture A.N. Rana said that
the due priority has been set to
increase vegetable production-
as well as vegetable seed
ptoduction in the country to
raise rural income,

Thus a target has been set to
increase vegetable production
from 970,000 tonnes to
1,515,000 tonnes and seed
production to 1000 tonnes by
the end of 2000 A.D., he said.

The consumption of
vegetable will also be increased
from 45.5kg. per person per
annum in 1984.85 o M.kg%
person per annum by the 2
A.D., Mr. Rana said.

Resident Representative of
JICA in Nepal H. Kunano said
that JICA is making efforts to
share its resources with Nepal's
endeavour lo develop the
agricultural sector.




{2) The Rising Nepal, January 18th, 1990

Vegetable Farming

IN THE context of fulfilling the food needs of the

Ncpni_csc people by the end of the century, adequate
dllention needs to be focused on the casy availability of
vegelitbles as part of the national diet. In this regard,
vegetable farming should be significantly prometed and
populariscd among the country’s farmers lirough various
incentives. The efforts under way at present in this direction
have to be given an added thrust, Various inputs such as
improved vegelable sceds, ferilisers, pesticides, among
athers, hiave (o be madd available to vegetable fariners of
dilTerent parts of the country in a fashion similar to that of
other farmers. Furthermore, there needs 1o be a proper
distribution arrangement that wouid ensure that vegetable
supply from surplus arcas to dceficit ones in a timely
-fashion as thesc are largely perishable commaoditics, The
commercial truck farming system has been described as an
answer o the problem of imbalance in vegetable supply in
the rural and wrban arcas. Kathmandu Valley was carlicr
considered a fertile and appropriate place for vegetable fanm-
ing, but the growing pressure on the land from people has
somewhat led to the diminution of that distinction. The re-
sult has been that vegetable farming in the Valley has lost
its carlicr lustre and vegetables have begun to be imported
from outside. The necd has thus-arisen to start vegetable
farpijng in-an ¢xlensive manner qutside the Kathmandu
Valley in order 1o ensurc the lullilment of vegetable de-
mand. According to Japan Internationa!l Cooperation
Agency (JICA) experts, many places outside the Kathmanda
Valioy have a lavourabic climate for vegetabie cultivation,
With the promotion of vegetable farining along the lines of
the coinr srcial truck farming syslein -- which also ensures
the baban 2d supply of vegetables in different parts of the
country -- the vegetable requirements of the Nepalese people
shoul he cusured. Vegetable farmers, on the other hand,
will 11o; 1.3 in a position 10-gain dominance in the market
as leng o they are scatiered. “Therclore, the commercial
truck farming system cnvisages. the creation of larmers'
grouvs ained at supplying their produce in an organised
mannut, 3 ch grouping should also work towards safepuard-
ing e intc ests of such [armers o a desirable extent. Given
the advamt: 36s of the conuncreial ruck farming system in
vegelabiy roduction and the national sk of fulfitling the
food needs of the peaple, the concerned sectors would do
well to copgider the promotion of this form of frming
among vegetable fanmers, O




{3) The Rising Nepal, January 24th, 1990

Vegetable Production

There used to be a time when
K.uthmandu Valley was sclf-reli-
antinvegetableproduction, butof
latc it has Jost that distinction and
vepetables arenow being imported
into the ‘valley. This could be
either because the valley has now
to fulfil the food demands of a
growing number of people or be-
cause land previously used for
vegelable cullivation has become
the victim of growing urbanisa-
tion. Or perhaps both reasons-are
true. In any case, the fact is that
vegelable production should be
further promoted within the valley
and other parts of the country. I
agree with your cditorial *Vege-
table Farming” (TRN, January 18,
1990) thatex)ensive efforts aimed
at the production of vegelables in
line with the targets of the basic
nceds goal need 1o be undertd:en,
The promotion of vegetable farm-
ing along the lines of the commer-
cial truck faming system should
be considered by the concerned
seclors 50 as o ensure the steady
supply of vegetables in differcnt
party of the country. The distribu-

tion side should also be adequately
considered, especially in view of
the factihat vegetables are ahighly
perishable commodity, itonc were
to go by the claims of experts, the

.commercial truck farming system

covers both sides of the coin: the
production and distribution as-
pects. This fact lends urgency to
the task of promioling vegelable
cullivation along this dircction.
Since theinterests of the vegelable
farmers also have 10 be protected,
the commercial truck farming sys-
tem. has envisaged a positive role
for-the farmers who can gain
domihance in the market'through
farmer groups. With these posi-
tive qualities, one believes that
this form of vegetable production
should prove beneficial not only
in realising the goals of the basic
nceds schieme but also in the over-
all context of improving the nutri-
lional content of the dict of the
Nepalese people.,

Shankar Thapaliya

Bagh Bazar,
Kathmandu
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3. B Mk

APPLICATION

Seminar

FORM

Development of Commercial Truck Vegatable Crops

at

, January

1990

Japan International Cooperation Agency ( JICA )

Title {Mr. Ms. Dr. etc.)

Futl name :

Surnesnn

Date of birth : 19

Firat

The last eduscation

Institution

“{ Age )

NHiddle

Your major

Present post

Organization

Office address

{ Fhione No. )

Postal address

JICA's Ex-participants : Yes

Ho

If yes, please write down

Name of course

Year of your training : i9




QUESTIONNAIRE

Seminar on Development of Commercial Truck Vegetable Crops

January 1990

Tsukuba International Agricultural Training Centre{TIATC)
Japan International Cooperation Agency(JICA)
No, 3~7, XKoyadai, Tsukuba-shi, lbaraki-ken, 305 Japan

. General

1. Name in full : Age

---------------------------------------------------------------

(Please underline Family name)
2. The last education :

..................................................................

3. Present post :

.........................................................................

(Organization)

Office address :

.......................................................................

A, HOMme A S5 1 e e
5. To what subjects did you attend in the seminar ?

[O) Development of Production.Arca

O Vegetahle Raising Seedling Technology

[ New Cultivation Technology

[0 Marketing Technology

O oOthers

4, DBriel description of the seminar,

.............................................................................................
.............................................................................................
.............................................................................................
.............................................................................................

.............................................................................................



7. What subjects are interesting for you besides this seminar 1

8. ¥What is the most important problem in vegetable production or vegetable

seed production in your country or area ?

.............................................................................................

10. Brief description of your consultatien about vegetables.

.............................................................................................

.......................................

.............................................................................................

11. Any comments or suggestions you wish to offer about this seminar.

.............................................................................................



B. Tor ex-participant only
1. Please write down your course name and year of your training in Japan.

Course name : Year of training

................................................

.............................................................................................

.............................................................................................

3. To what extent can you apply the knowledge/skills,etc. acquired during
the training in your prescnt job ?
0O Al O A little
O Some
] Most ] None

Please explain your answer lriefly

.............................................................................................
.............................................................................................

.............................................................................................

4, Which part of your trainjng at JICA was mo3t useful to you in refation

to your subsequent works and responsibilities ?

.............................................................................................

.............................................................................................

5. What do you consider to be the most serious obstacles in the performance

of your present job ?

Lack of :
O trained personnel (J support of supervisor
) equipments O technical literature
O fund 0 national training institutes
O resecarch faciilties O transport facilities
0 markets O others ¢ )



6. What part of the training program at JICA could be (urther improved ?

Please suggest means to bring about these improvements,

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
.............................................................................................
.............................................................................................
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

T T L L L R L R L L LT T

7. Do you currentiy receive JICA publication ?

I{ yes, what kinds 7

.............................................................................................

.............................................................................................

8. You may add any comments or suggestions vou wish to offer about JICA

Training problenms.

.............................................................................................
.............................................................................................
.............................................................................................
.............................................................................................

.............................................................................................

__42__
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