





Thg stucce ornaments on the capitals, columns and opening frames on the second and third floors were
delicately moulded, resembling the Classical mode. On the other hand, the openings in the walls of the
ground floor, is furniture and interior design were in Thai-Chinese style. The mixture of styles is
weil-balanced, creating an interesting and distinctively beautiful overall appearance.

Woodgn double doors usually. marred the front entrance. Carved wooden doors faced the sireet and
glass in wooden frames comprised the inner doors. Walls were made of iocal brick with mortar and
stuuf:_co. Fioors were of concrete covered with glazed or unglazed tiles painted with gecmetric or floral
demgns from Penang. High -ceilings (about 3.5 em high), improved air circulation, creating a natural
cooling system. - Cther special characteristics of the buiidings constructed in this period are the five-

bay houses with skylights in each bay and the fact that most of the houses have there own wells, help-
ing to prevent the spread of epidemic diseases.

Among the roads in.old Phuket town which are graced by historical buiidings are Thepkasatree Road,
Thaland road, Yaowaraj Road, Krabi'Road and Deebuk Road. The owners of some of these buildings have
been preserving them but others have been replacing or: converting the old buildings into what they
think of as modem architecture. Fortunately, however, some new buiidings were designed to resem-
ble the old styie preserving the architectural character of the town. The result is. that now there are.
many buildings built with variety of compatible characteristics all in the oid town Phuket which re-
tains its position as the commercial center of the island to this day.

1.3 GENERAL. FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS IN THE PROJECT AREA

1) INAPPROPRIATE STRUCTURAL ALTERATION

a. Renovation to historical_ buiidingé are sometimes in conflict with the character of either the
: _building itself or with that of the neighboring buildings.

'b. Demolition of the old ‘buildings because of disrepair and decay followed by subsequent rebuild-
ing in various and often incompatible income .available to thcse who live in this relatively af-
fiuent community.’ : . : :

c. F_t?ecommendations:

Every effort should be made to preserve, maintain, ‘and/or improve the significant -value of
- the buildings. . ' L . : : ' '

- Compatible use for historic building . shouid be encouragéd, as well as an attempt to retain the
original function.

'~ The non - compatible structures should be remdved or altered to encourage compatibifity
with ‘the district-atmosphere, so that-they do not degrade the . overall environment.

= New construc_tibn should be encouréged 10 build compa"(iblle forms in the district on the _hon
: -compatible: plots of tand. : o R ' g

-~ Gooperation from the local people who.own the buﬂd.ings: might- be acquired by granting
- compensation -and business advantages to those involved. ‘ '

- The passing of additional city ordinances to -control the buildings in the historical zone might
- be necessary. . - - SRS : :

'2) UNKEPT, DISORDERLY STREETSCAPE

a. Obstruction of pedestrian walkways poses & probiem in the arcades which would otherwise
provide a pleasant covered, safe area for people to walk along from: shop to shop. As it is,
owners of the buildings -are apt to. put their merchandise or ‘belongings in. & place where they
biock the pedestrian traffic, thus forcing the people off the sidewalks onto. the gutter covers. -
Moreover, these concrete covers are sometimes hazardously broken, forcing the pedestrians =
stili further out onto the road into the path of passing motor traffic. - o

"~ b. A lack of green space give the 6verall impression of a rather drab, depressed atmosphere and a
scarcity of piants along the narrow walkways, contributes to- this.

¢. Obsiruction by signs, advertisements, electric poles and wires stand in the way of vistas which
would otherwise be quite pleasing to one's eve. The interpretation of the town as a historic {and
mark is lost, due to these obstructions, the aforementicned problem of shopfronts overflowing

- onto the arcade and the lack of unified design in landscape fumniture adds to the general untidi-
ness of the street. ' e :

d. Recommendations:
- Cooperation by the local people to maintain their shopfront is of utmost importance,

- Increasing the amount of green and open spaces could be implemented by utiiizing vacamt
-lots- or by expropriating tham of necessary.

- The passing of city ordinances dictating the floor area ratio in the historic’ Zone would con-
trol the land use. S
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3} TRAFFIC CONGESTION AND LACK OF FIRE FIGHTING SYSTEMS:

a.

Air pollution from traffics places the inhabitants and visitors in dissatisfactory and unhealthy
situation.

The excessive volume of traffic which is currently a problem in the downtown core, is bound to
increase in the future, especiaily when entire decisions of the roads are ciosed due to imple-
mentation of the project.

. The lack of water supply carrying water to fire hydrants in conjuhc’(ion with .the traffic con-

gesticn, creates another petential hazard, paticularly consndenng the highly flammable and
crowed nature of the buildings themselves,

Recommendations:

- Restriction of heavier vehicies on the roads in the downtown core would help to decrease
their effect on air poliution hazard.

- The censtruction of two by-pass - ane which wouid go round the downtown area and one
which would go around the entire town - would faciiitate those who don't need to stop in
town, decrease the excessive volume of traffic in the proximity of the project and thus con-
tribute to the decrease of the negative effects of polluiion and vibration on the historical
landmarks.

- Re-routing the traffic around the project vicinity, especially during - certain hours wouid
help to create a peaceful' and relaxing atmosphere in the town. . :

- Providing adequate parking away from the immediate area of the historic -chgtrict, would
aiso help to relieve some of the pressure created by the large number of cars in the down-
town  area, :

- installation of water pipes and fire hydrants and their subsequent maintenance would help to
prevent fuiure c‘atastrophe in t_h‘e event of fire.

4) DRAINAGE

‘a

Flooding occurs after heavy rains because of an insufficient drainage. network. Although the
water eventually drains out through the only canal which is the primary drainage course, the
periedic flocding is' in convenient and troublesome.

.-Exastmg gutters and dramage pipes are too- smali and- insufiicient to cope with the volume of

water,

. Recommendations:

- En!arge the cana! would help it to manage the large ambunts of water i is expected to drain.

- improvement of the gutter network would facilitate its abulrty to carry the excess water to
the canal.

5) TOWN PLANNING

The curtert pian to w1den the roads has been suggested as a response {0 the increase in tra&ﬁc volume
- without considering historic buildings. The planif implemented, ‘most buildings along the streets

would be dismantied to guve ways to streets. - The town will fost its valuable heritage and full of streets
but no useful land. : ' _ o _ g . o

Recommendatiohs: :

- The existing town plan should be adjusted ¢o-operating wsth the proposed area as a preser
vation zone :

- A detail masterplan for conservation should be developed to :mprove fts townscape, infras-
tructure, solve traffic problems and attract visitors.

68} LACK OF TOURIST INFORMATION

The apparent disinterest of tourists in cultural phenomena is due, in part, to a lack of available lit-
erature on what Phuket has to offer. if the visitor can actually identify the point of interest, there is
the additional problem of not having an information board or plaque to descnbe what he is looking at.

Recommendations:

An information system should be well organized and divided into the fol‘owmg three compo-
nents:

- Information center in the historic district.
- Information sign-boards or plaques at recommended zones or kuiidings or sub-centers.

- Informative, affordable literature such as. maps, leaflets, and brochures are essential for
the convenience of visitors.



1.4 ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

1} PHRA PHITAKCHINPRACHA HOUSE NO.. 1

a,

b.

Location: 98 Krabi Street

History:

The house was built in 1907 by Phra Phitak Chinpracha, the same person who built 96 on
Krabi Street. It was originally intended to serve as a bridal house, but for some unexpiained
reason the house stood unoccupied for 21 years. The house was then tumed over to Khun Chin-
sathan Phitak, one of Phra Phitak's sons, whose family continues to live there; the present
owner being Mr. Pracha Tantavanich, one of Khun Chinsathan Phitak's son. The original plan of
the house has been altered two times. Khun Chinsathan Phitak, demolished the front part of the
house, using some of the stone for the construction of his beloved wife's tomb, The left wing
addition was -built by Mr. Pracha. He incorporated stone left from the demolished. section into .

floor paving. Although the house has undergone changes, it still maintains a well balanced ap-
pearance. _

. Architecturat Description:

This was. the first house burlt in European style and incotporated some elements of Chinese de-

sign such as the front door and windows. There are arched windows wooden louvers and stucco

' ornaments in elaborate patterns of leaves -in Chinese style. - The roof on constructed of Chinese

unglazed ceramic tiles, a common material found on:most of the old houses in Phuket. The in-

- terior is decorated in traditional Chinese style with an open well' in-the middie- of the house. An

" opening above the well aflows fight and air crrcu!ation making the. house well-lit. and com-

fortable breezy. This house is a fine example of balanced exterior facades and & complrmentary'

interior atmosphere.. Mr. Pracha has diligently maintained and preserved some the finer fur-

-niture and decoration. ‘A’ carved staircase, inlaid mother-of-pearl shell furnrture, and. antique

grandfathers c!ock are’ some of the unique items gracing the house.

2) PH‘BA‘JPH:TAKCHMMACHA':'r-rouse'No. i

b

3

b,

a.

-'Location 96 Krab: Street

Hrstory

: C_onstruction of the buildurig was. begun ¢. 1920's and was completed' shortly - after World ‘War
Al -Phra Phitak- Chrnpracha the first-owner, designed and supervised censtruction of the

~.house. . The contractor, craftsman and some. of the construction materials were imported from .

Penang, Malaysra The house was designed to be iarge and spacious in order to accommodate the
owner's very large family:-  Mr. Srth tantaqvanrch ‘the - twelveth. son of Phra Phrtak Chinpracha,

a,

currently occupies the house

'Archltecturai Descnptlon

The house, buitt in Chmese European style combmes an asymmetrical design wuth a well-
planned buridmg posmon and artfully. designed facades enhance its overall beauly. it is a two-
storey. house with arched windows and columns positioned at the two entrances. on the ieft and

‘right wings. the floor: and interior wall tiles were imported from ltaly, and the roof tiles from
~China.  Although the roof tiles are in generally good condition, damaged-tiles are replaced with

tiles left over from the original. construction.  The restricted use of stucco ornaments, and
simple, vet perfectly balanced propomonrng gave the building ‘a drstrnct:ve character and au-

thentrc drgnrfred appearance rare[y found in other burldmgs in Phuket.

_PHUKET THAIHWA ScHOOL

Location: 24 Krabi Street -

History:

~Until 1930, .Phuket Thaihwa School functioned as a Chinese shrine, and was convert into a

school in 1934, The shrine committee formed a foundation which supervised the transfer and
continues to administer the school. The -building underwent several renovations before 1830.

2 Ar_chitectural Descriptiorr:

The school is a 2-storey building with very thick justicated walls and seme stucco ornamenta-

" fion, - The four columns at the front entrance are connected by three-centered arches with key-

stones and mouldings ‘along the capitais. This building is a good example of mixed Chinese and
European architectural styles. For example, Chinese characters form the stucco ornamentation
on the front gable. Rooting is of Chinese unglazed ceramic tiles. Both the interior and exterior
are designed symmetrically, complimenting each other. This is seem with the front 3-bayed
room where 2 staircases which flank the room, lead to the second floor in parallel. U shaped
positions. Another remarkable feature is the use of rectangular-shaped windows and doors,
rather than arched wundows characteristic - of most other houses dating to the same period. The

rectangular openings communicate a formal atmosphere reflecting the building's function.
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4} RUMMANEE LANE
Architecteral Description:

All of shophouses on rommanee Lane are two storeys with continuous arcades along the road.
although some of the upper facades have been modified into plain walls with wooden windows,
many buildings retain the original’ old European style with Chinese columns. The ground floor's
facades are built in Chinese style with wooden doors between two similar wooden windows.

Most of the -buildings have ucng!azed ceramic tile roofing.

5) THALANG STREET
Architectural Description:

While most of the buildings are 2-storey, some of the more recently built ones are 3 or 4
storeys high. The buildings are a mixture of Chinese and Western styles. Thalang is the street
where the concentration on historic buildings was' found. '

8) THEPKASATTRI STREET
Architectural Description:

- Most of the buildings along Thepkasattri Street are.1-storey shophouses, although some are 1-
1/2 storeys with living quarters below the roof. Arcades along. both sides of the road cover the
sidewalks. entrances made of iron or wooden folding doors are set back about 1.5 meters from
the front columns, The buildings are in poor condition. They are ones of the oidest shophouses
in Phuket. : - ' '

2. VILLAGE TOURISM

2.1 VILLAGE TOURISM DEVELOPMENT

The principle objectives of the program. to develop village tourism are two-fold. One purpose is to
bring the economic benefits of tourism dirsctly to the village residents in order to raise the standard
of living, stimulate traditional activities, promote social stability, and ensure continued cultural af-
filiation in the commumty The other aim is 1o create a unique and satisfying: opportunity for tourists
who wish to catch :a glimpse of village life in' Southern Thaiiand durmg whlch tsme they can sample
local cuisine and handicrafts.

Development of smail-scale tounst facilities and services are most appropriate given the size of vii-
lages and populations involved. Some villages can be chosen according to their. inherent traditional,
cuitural and ethnic features; others will be selected .depending on their proximity to nearby natural
attractions to prowde sennces to those vusmng the attract;ons '

2.2 TODAY'S IMAGE/CHARACTER OF THE VILLAGES

In some cases, scenes of village life evoke images of laughing children, rustic houses fronted by cool
verandas for resting, gossiping and making handicrafts, and fishermen untangling their nets on the
sandy beaches; nestled in a natural environment void of the noises and confusion of city life. On the
other hand, however, the realities of poverty, inadequate waste disposal -faciities, poor sanitary con-
ditions and a state of general negiect are quite evident in some villages, hardly presenting a positive

‘image. These undesirable but relatively superficiat factors are not ‘beyond. remedy by any means, and

since the villagers are open to the prospect of tourism, their cooperative efforts are certain to im-
prove conditions. * The underlylng ingredient of sincere, weicome hospitality is the most essential in
this type of deve!opment As that condition appears to exist, with help, the current: shortcomings can
be resoived § - C : :

2.3 VILLAGE EXPECTATIONS

The obvious solutions to these contrasting smages of village irfe is to try t0 pr%erve the unspoiied
naturally picturesque gualities as much as possible and to’ improve the negative aspects. Meeting
these criteria is not a snnple task :

The general infrastruciure reqwres improvement while maintaining the natural landscape and ex-
isting architecture.. Construction of facilities for both villagers and tourists, the development of lii-
erature, maps and road signs for tourists, possibly implementing a market day and handicraft
deronstrations are among the factors requiring sericus. consideration.

Furthermore, 10 ensure the cooperation” of the viliagers and to develop the more effective plan, _the
planners ideally need to actually live in each village and work with the people, discovering their
needs, acquiring a real "feel" for the village environment, and understanding its speciai assets and is
disadvantages on a deep level so as to make meaningful, reievant and realistic recommendations es-
sential to long-term success. :

Of utrrost importance for the future success of the villagers and the tourist industry alike is the ab-
solute necessity of controlling the development of villages for tourism.



2.4 TOURISM REQUIREMENT

Z:ree fdira\.\;backs of developing any area for tourism mclude both tangible and intangible factors,- With
ul planning however, many of these potential problems can be avorded or at least minimized.

;t;‘he more physical difficulties occur whenever one tries to bring tourism and nature together.  Within
is category are two sets of problems the first deals with the negative effects tourists have on na-

ure; the second concerns the potential hazards people are sub;ected to in a wrldemese environment.
One must be protected from the other.

The impact of the human presence on the environment is only too well known. With humans come

noise, pollution, general disturbance of the environment and possible lrreparable damage to the sen-
sitive ecosystem.

In adrirtro_n are the discomfort and risks people unaccustomed to outdoor life must endure. A hoii-
-dayer.s list of perils includes losing his' way, falling off a boat while attempting to clamber ashore,
tu‘mblrn.g _down-a rocky inciine, food poisoning, motor and boating -accidents, sunstroke and encounters
.with wildlife. -Experiencing any one of these calamities or numerous others is enough to ruin a visi-
‘tor's day possibly -his entire holiday, but most, i not ali of these potentrel dangers are avmdable i
‘ those responerble take necessary precautrons '

The other category mvotves the retatlvely :ntangrble dlﬁrcultree ‘and dilemmas whrch are encoumered _

when a traditional village ‘economy suddenly expetiences an influx. of cash income. The promise of
material gain s an inadequate . trade-off for the breakdown of the existing culture. and social struc- .
ture.  When a local economy comes 1o depend aimost exclusively on outside resources, it inevitably
becomes vuinerable io the whims and fancies of public interest and to the price flux of consumer
products lncorporatmg the tourist industry to supplement:the already existing: econcmy, rather than
_ depending on it, and making’ use. of locally available: renewable raw materials will haip villagers to
maintain their seif refiance, ‘stabilize the village ‘economy and thus improve the general standard -of
- living.  Acertain. degree of control, advice and education’ ‘concerning competition, . quality, price ‘and

supply will maximize proﬁts. and i adopted gradually and carefully, strengthen the !ong term de—
_ve!opment of the vrllage areas

.Because of its: great dlversrty nch culture and natural beauty, the area ‘under consrderatron has great
potential... enough so that. wsth carefully thought-out expertise and a gradual, ‘well-rounded approach
o deve!opment the Phuket!Phang Nga;’Krabt regron stands to become ong' of the most popular tourrst
attractrons in’ Southeast ASIEI : : .

g Desprte a natural snctmatron to do 50,. tourrsts cannot be tumped together as.a single-minded - mass, but
. need to be viewed as rndwrduals :with -specific needs -and interests; vatying attentron spans and energy
levels. . is 1rnportant to the success ‘of the tourist industry that. no one goes home “comiplaining that
his or her vagation' was *boring®, “exhausting"”, *bad value or nothmg new".Every effort must be’

made ;olc:jfter a wide ve'rety of attractrons angd prowde enough opt:ons oS that everyone is pleased with
- their holi ay

_Although strmu[atron is rmportant drfferent people have’ dlfferent backgrounds Expllanatory litera-
turet in several languages on all pomte of mterest needs to be readily avarlable afforclable and’ infor-
mative." RN L

) Road mape and signs in Thar and Eng!rsh are: necessary for. individual travelers. Furthermore, the
' roads themselves need to. be in reasonable condmon #nd adequately marntarned in all’ Ir.mds of weather,

2.5 INVENTORY OF TOURISM VILLAGE

The followings are the Name of Viliages to be surveyed:

1) Lanta Sea Gypsy Village

- 2) Bamboo Fishing Village

3) Panyee Sea-Based Shopping/Fishing Villags

4) Ban Kuan - Ratten Furniture & Basketry Village
5} Lipow --Pottery Making Village -

6) Sire Sea Gypsy Village

7)- Rawai Sea Gypsy V|l!age

1) LANTA-YAI SEA GYPSY VILLAGE

LOCATION: Lanta-yai Istand, Krabi

ACCESS ROUTE: By beat from Bang Muanyg Prer Krabi Province

CONDITION: Fair

INTEGRITY: Low

FUNCTION: Present-lnhabited, original-Village

PERIOD; Unknown

HISTORICAL/PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: The Sea Gypsres one of Thailand's minority peoples, tradi-
tionally roamed the seas. They temporarily settled on-the islands along the Andaman Coast from
north of the Straits of Malacca fo the west coast of southern Thailand. The Sea Gypsies seftled at
Lanta-yai Island, are of the "Urak Lawoi" group and speak the Urak. Lawoi. language. Their life is
strongly determined by their beliefs in nature and the supematural. These beliefs thave been '
passed down orally in the forms of stories and legends from generation to generatmun Every six
menihs the Urak Lawoi hold a ceremony called Lajung. A boat cailed Belajak or Lajung is sent out
to return their dead relatlves souls, bad luck and evil spirits to "Gummung Yerai®. Gummung
Yerai might be' their ancestral homeland or may have. been a temporary settlement durrng their
‘thousands of years of mtgrataon

Noobkwn-
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2) BAMBOO VILLAGE

LOCATION: Ko Panyee Sub-district, Muang District, Phang Nga

ACCESS ROUTE: By boat from Phang Nga Bay Pier

CONDITION: Fair

INTEGRITY: High

FUNCTION: Present-Village; Original-Village

PERIOD: c. 1820's :

HISTORICAL/PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: This village of approximately 35 families is located at the
edge of a mangrove swamp in the area of Phang Nga National Park. Most of the houses are built of
naturat local materials such  as bamboo, mangrove plants, and palm leafs. Fishing is the main oc-
cupation; each family owning at least one boat. The village is without electricity or a fresh water
supply. .

NOO AP

| |
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iage in Phang Nga Bay

Baan Mai Pai {Bamboo) Vil 3) PAN_YEE VILLAGE

LOCATION: Phang Nga Bay National Park, Phang Nga

1.

2. ACCESS ROUTE: By boat, 6 km from Phang Nga Bay Pier

3. CONDITION: Goed S - _

4. INTEGRITY: Poor ‘ ‘

§. FUNCTION: Present-Mercantile Village; Criginal-Fishing Viliage

6. PERIOD: ¢. 19th century _ : .

7. HISTORICAL/PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: About 100 years ago, the ancestors of the people who dive at
Panyee were on a ship which capsized during' a storm. In desperation, as they tried to swim 1o
safety, they promised their god to raise a white flag-a traditional symbol-on the island i they
could reach & Reach it they did and their descendents continue o live there in about 200 houses
built on stilts over the water, . : :

Originally, the inhabitants of Panyee led a life’ dependent on fishing.. To some extemt, they gtill sell
their catch to the local market in Phang Nga Town and produce fish bi-products such as pastes and
dried additives used- for Thai cuisine. Nowadays, income from these"traditional persists ‘only sup-
plements that which is secured from the marketing of souvenirs 1o the many. tourists who visit
this village. i o o o : S

Living conditions, are somewhat cramped. People live according to the precepts of their Islamic
religion and an atmospheré of contentment, cooperation and. harmony pervades. ‘

The reason for funding this village is rather umique. In addition, Moslems, the people who live
there, represent one of the minority groups: in Thailand. Pertiaps the most interesting feature of
this village is the demonstration of how a seftlement can develop despite the fact that there is' no
available land. The people have.adapted to their environment by building their houses on stills
over the water. in doing so, they have made themselves. completely accessible to.the water, taking
advantage of the fresh sea breezes, transportation and, of course, the marine resources. _

It should be noted that sanitation and village access may appear inadequate 1o visitors. accustomed
to mere sophisticated services. ' '

4) BAN KUAN VILLAGE

1. LOCATION: Thalang District, Phulcet o .

2. ACCESS ROUTE: 4.5 km from Tone Sai Waterfall and Highway No. 402 Junction

3. CONDTION: Good

4. INTEGRITY: Medium :

5. FUNCTION: Present-Village; Original-Village

&. PERIOD: ¢c. 1920's i : : " : .

7. HISTORICAL/PHYSICAL DESCRIFTION: Ban Kuan, a village community of approximately 45 fami-
lies, is undergoing development; rustic bamboo residences are being replaced by brick and con-
crete houses. Villagers are encouraged to obtain part-time jobs in addition to their main occupa-
tion of subber production. Good quality rattan furniture and basketry are produced by skilled
_craftsmen. , ' ' '

Ban Kuan Village 5) BAN LIPON V""LA_GE .
L [ 1. LOCATION: Thalang District, Phuket
- AR 2. ACCESS ROUTE: Highway No. 402
‘ 3. CONDITION: Fair

4. INTEGRITY: Medium. :

5. FUNCTION: Present-Inhabited; Original-Viilag

6. PERIOD: Unknown ' '

7. HISTORICAL/PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: Ban Lipon village is a community of 50 families whose

main occupation is rice cultivation or rubber production. About 8-10 families are engaged in the
art of pottery making, which has been handed down from generation to generation. For some fam-
ilies pottery making is a full-time ocecupation, while for others it supplements farming. The .
pottery making process is very simple; clay is obtained locally, hand-turned wheels and simple
kilns ‘are used, resulting in utilitarian quality vessels. The pois are decorated with traditional
cord-mark -designs, .produced from delicately carved wooden paddies.

However, the vessels are produced using' traditional potting techiniques, and have their own iden-
tity and character, which is unique to the study area. Those who visit the village can observe
production techniques and purchase the pottery direct from the poiter at a low price. Smiling and
helpful villagers, and a quiet rural atmosphere greed visitors. An improved road is essentiai for-
121 tourism development. '




&) SIRE SEA GYPSY VILLAGE

NoO O kLN

LOCATION: Sire Island, Phuket

ACCESS ROUTE: Bus

CONDITION: Fair

INTEGRITY: Low -

FUNCTION: Present-Inhabited; Original-Village
PERIOD: Unknown

HISTORICAL/PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: The Sea Gypsies of Sire Island share the same origins, ian-
guage, and cultural beliefs as the Sea Gypsies living on Lanta-yai Island and Rawai Beach in
Phuket, and those setiled on Rawai Beach and Lipe and Adong Islands in Satun Province. The Sea

Gypsies continue 1o maintain their unique traditional way of life and provide an interesting cul-
tural contrast to surrounding Thai, Chinese and Muslim communities.

7) RAWAI SEA GYPSY VILLAGE

T Nou R

LOCATION: Rawai Beach, Phuket .
ACCESS ROUTE: Highway No. 4024
CONDITION: Good.

INTEGRITY: Medium

FUNCTION: Present-Inhabited; Onglnal Village
PERIOD: Unknown -

HlSTOHICAL/PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: The Sea Gypsies settled at Rawai Beach belong to the *Urak.
Lawoi* group-and speak the Urak Lawoi language. They share the same beliefs and ceremonies as

the Lanta-yai Isiand Sea Gypsies. This is the best known Sea Gypsy village on Phuket. Visitors to

the village can find the carefree way' of life that goes-with the name of these people who tradition-
ally stayed ashore only long enough to mend their. nets and boats before setting off once again for fa
flung destinations.” The people represent one of Thailand's minorities who trace their origin and
culture fromdifferent sources and whose lifestyle is ‘reminiscent of prehzstonc man, who' alsc
depended on the sea for their livelihood.
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