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Proposal for the Extension of the ASEAN-Japzan Friends

hip

Praarame for the 21st Centurv

1. Introduction.

1.1

During the official visit to Malaysia in May 1983,
E.E. Prime Minister of Japan, Mr. Yasuhiro Nakasons
announcead Japan's intention to fund an exchange
proeguamme to be known as 'Friendship Programme for
the 2ist CénturY' with the view to promoting youth
exchange and furthering the friendly relationships
between ASEAN and Japan.

1.2 Pursvant to the above, arrangements for corducting
the Programme were made and administered by the Japan
International Coogeration 2gency {(JICA), comissioned
by the Coverrment of Japan in collaboration with
related organizations throughout ASEAN Governments.

1.3. The firvst five~Year Programme would end in 1988,

2, Proqragme
2.1 The Programme involves the vislts of youth from ASEEN

countries to Japan. During the visits, ASgay

participants would have the opportunity to discuss
with their Japanese counterparts the future relations
between Japan and ASEAN countries. It is hoped that
through éuch clese personal contacts, mutual
understénding and true friendship would be fosterad

between'dapan and ASEAN countries.
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2.2 Under this Prog‘ra'n“e, each ASEAN country is invitad
ko senq 750 mut}s to Jaoan ove*‘ a peflod of 5 years,
s ,.m frcm 1084. Each ASEA \I country is rr.cues\.—d
to send 1350 pa_u.cman\.s to Japan except _or_ Brunei
Derussalanm srnm cnly sz:r,:, 50 part ticipants ©eY yesT,
2.3. The schedule of the Frogramme usually begins in May
and erds in Moverber each year. The duration of the
visit is for one month. Partlcn.pants are catforised
under dlfra?ent arouos based on -their background ard .
oceupations. The. groups involved are :—
2.2.1/  RSEMN Group
2.2.2, Civil Servants Group
2.2.3. Teachers/Lecturers Group '
2.2,4.  -Students Group
2.2.5. Workimg Youth Group

2.2.6. Youth leaders Group

2.2.7. Youth engagﬂ _ih or related to
' 2gricul ture . Group

3, Feadback ard ASSeséne_nt

3.1, Throughout the Pz:crjt.aiiné,. SULveys .éeer':e carcied out by
‘the coordinating depért’m_ents'-of éach_'AS.EAN country to
gather feedbacks from the participants. Based on the
feedbacks, coments and sugges‘tioﬂs' are forwarded to
the relevant Japezness mnlernentlng dgenc:lns for their
perusal and further ac*lon.
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3.2

Generally, ASEAN countries are of the view that the
Programme has achieved its aim of festering goodwill,
mutual understanding arnd closer oocperation btebwesn

the youths of ASE2EN ard Japen especielly in preparing

for thelr leadership roles in tre 21st Centiry

H
o]
{

the Bxtansion of the Procresc

oI

In view of the positive assesswent of the Programe
by the participants, ASEAN would request the
Govermuent of Japan to consider the continuation of
the Programme beyond its cufrent five-year cycle
which would end in 1988. Kowever, in continuing with
the Programme, ASEAN wishes to meke the following
ooservations and suggestions with the view to

ingroving future programmes :-—

4.1.17  Larguage barrier - eventhougn interoreters
were provided fny the ccordinators, the
participants felt that it was still
inadequate especially in ﬁnderstanding the
lectures on Jeapanese 'c:ulture, politics,
economics etce during the orientation
programa. It is therefore suggested that
the interpreters be equally well versed with
the topics 6f lectures. Ample time should be
also allecated for questions and answers

session. In this regard, it would be useful

to ecirculate English trenslations of the

lectures.
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4,1.2,

4.1.3.

4.1.4,

Visits prograime - wherever
possible, visits prcgraﬁme could

e arranged to suit and accumncdate
the interest and background of the
garticipanté. ?dequates information

on places to be visitsd should be

In-touse discussion ~ it is

chserved that the Japanese
countervarts could not fully
participate in the discussions due
to elther langusge berrier,

‘unpreparédness, or different

working experience. This could be
overcome partly by announcing the

topics of discussions early for the

- participants' preparaticn. The

Japanesa and ASERN participants

with similar background/nature of

work could be assigned to one
- group.

Bome-stay programme - this has been
the highlight of the Programe
wineraby the participants have
expressed their 'enjoyment and
aporeciation’ to the warmth and
hospitality of the Japanese
people. Appreciation for this
Programme could be heigntened if
the ASEAN participants could be
assigned to 'fosterparents' and
families' with similar working
background.
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71.15
. Pro2 'l(fentury

4.1.5,

4.1.86.

Lectures ~ it is suggested that
lectures ke deliversd in English
instead of Japanese and that topics

for discussion durirg lectures be

or

roadernsd Lo cover as meny aspects
&5 possible. It is also suggastad
that lectures be short ard concised
0 as to allow more time for
meanirgful discussions amng

particivants. It is aleo suggestad

that the number of lectures be
reduced to allow move time for
interaction emong participants,
This would encourzge greater

Ferscnal conktacts between them,

Schedule and activitiss - it is
observed that the schedule ard
activities of the programe are
sametimes too hectic for scme
participants. The scheduling of
the activities could be improved
throuwgh systematic arrangeunents of
the program‘e. If thers are any
changes to the originai schedule,
the participants would like to be
informed well in acSvance so that
necessary pregerations on their
part could ke male.
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