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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL
March 20, 1985

His Bxcellency Mr. Keisuke Arita

President

The Japan International Cooperation Agency
Shinjuku Mitsui Building

Nishi Shinjuku 2-1

Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo

Japan :

Dear Mr. President:

We have honor to submit to you our final report on the Sﬁbregiona_l Study of the'Upéer Southern
Part of Thailand. It is our great pleasure to note that this assignment has been completed through

the close cooperation between two govérnments of Japan and Thailand.

The report was prepared during the pasi two years by the stﬁdy team organized by the consortium
of the International Develop_mént Center of Japan and the. Pacific Consultants International Co..
Ltd., and headed by Dr. Masahiko Honjo, the Team Leader. It comprises seven vo_ixlmes, i.e.
Vol.1 Master Plan; Vol.2 Transportation; Vol.3 Urban Develbpmen't; Vol.4 Industry; Vol.5

Energy; Vol.6 Primary Resources ; and Vol.7 Tourism.

~ In preparing this report, our team benefited a great deal from cooperation é?{tended by officials
and experts of JICA and other authoritics concerned of the government of Japan. Equally impor-
tant, our team was éupportéd by the staff from NESDB and other ministries of the Royal Thai
Governmernt thloughout the stay of our team m Tha;land for nearly 17 months. We also wish to
put on record our sincere gratltude to the wide rangmg discussions over the proposals contained n
the draft final report at the National Seminar of the Upper South Development Policies and Pro-
grams held in Thailand on January 25 and 26, 1985.

We wish to add that we sincerely hope this report will provide an important basis for planning and

implementing the development of the Upper Southern Part of Thailand.

Yours truly,

B

Saburo Kawai
President

International Development Center of Japan
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fs_UMMA"_aY

Tourrsm is a growmg mdustry in’ Tharland The country has beeu attlactmg tounsts

-1ncreasmgly from the sunoundmg countnes in addrtron to those from European ;
: 'countnes to whlch Thatiand has better access than other parts of the Southeast Asra
- .Domestrc tourrsts have also bcen met easmg in responsc to urbam?atron The Upper '

bouth has’ been attractmg 8.1 percent of forcrgn and 6.8 percent of domestrc touusts

_mamiy for its coastat touusm resources and arr transport access to three ma]or
tourlsm markets of Bangkok Kuala Lumpur and Smgapore The telatwe magmtudc -

ot‘ the Upper South in the Thai tourrsm will be greater as the tourlsts from the sur-

: roundlng countrlcs will increase.

' -Nurnb:e'r'of: t_ouri_Sts, in terins of hotel guests, to the Upper, south is expected to in- -

crease atan annual rate of 8.7 percent-‘to feach 1.8 mitliOn’persons per. year'in the year
20(}0 comprrsrng 0. 4 mtlhon forcrgn and 1.4 million domestic tourists. Thrs Increase in

" 'the Upper South is expected to be faster than the natronal tourist 1ncrease whrch we :

_ forecast a httle greater increase than TAT proyectron in consrderatton of a long term
N consumptton increase in the surroundmg countrtcs and the general propcn51ty of :

N tourlsts to extend thetr destmatron to those places whrch they have not visited. In con-'_ :

) sequence the touiists expendlture in the Upper South wrll amount to 3.1 billion baht .

" or six percent of the servrce sector GDP in the year 2000

The Upper South is- endowed wrth a variety of erostrn0 and potent1a1 tourrsm
resources, mcludmg the beaches coex1st1ng wrth a good urban dmenlty in Phuket
super coastal views of Phangnga and Krabi with possrbly better access ft om Phuket,
the Beaches of Ko Samm resort of lonﬂ-term potentral in the eastern coast and other
mland ‘tourisi résources such as hrstorrcal and. cultural assets in Charya and Wrang

Sa, and Chrew Larn Dam as a man~made tounsm resource in the naturat environ-

“ment. There are, howevcr several problems in makmg use of these resources. Frrst

the TESOULCES -Are scattered ina consrderably wrde area wrthout good transport to con-

nect them each other preventmg the economy of scale in tourlsm related industries

_ frorn bemg formed and the tourrsm resources of drfferent types frorn bemg combined

to strengthcn thell competttlveness over tounsm spots in other reglons or countries.

This is related wrth the second problem of monsoon which causes seasonal ﬂuctuatron
of tourrsm demand The hotel occupancy rate fluctuates between 25 percent during
offseason and some 70 percent during onseason in Phuket. Third, urban services and
utilities are still poor to satisfy tourists a’nd’i’ncreaSe the .capac.ity of tourism spots to
aCCOmm.odate more tourists. Water supply is a critical issue in Phuket, Fourth, the

lack of a defi_nite system of administrative responsibilities and the shertage of budget

-



for tourism development are serious constraint to coordinate private and public in-
vesiments and harmonize cnvironmentaﬁ control and towrism promotiott. Anocther
related problem is the lack of some major capitals to enable top class accommoda-
tions to be established as a triggér of development in both Phuket and Surat Thani.
Tourism development in the Upper South needs to address itself to (1) attract as many
tourists as possible in thé expected tourism inarket, (2) maintain perpetually the high
quality of resort spots by controlling the pattern of tourism investments to meet with
a capacity of tourism resotrces and (3) make 10111'i$1h sector contribute to i'cg1011al
development by enhancing the region’s reputation for industrial and other investors
and creating a part of the demand necessary to support various infrastructure

development.

These tasks are to be accomplished in a phased manner; {I) the formaiion of major
tourism centers, 1.e., Phuket and Surat Thani, to be followed by integration of
peripheral tourism spots in the major centers, {2) the development for the “resort-
orientcd'tourists” to be followed by that for the Vcity-oriented fourists in responsc to
the changing segmentation in the future tourism market and (3} the mvestment in
consideration of the interactions between tourism development and progress in other

sector, transportation and urban development in particular.

The following projects arc thus recommended for the each tourism zone we
identified:



Proposed Projects

Zone 1987-91 1992-2000
Phuket + [ntensive development of e Bridge park development
Patong, Karong and Kata coordinated with New
Beaches Phuket Bridge construction
" Yacht harbor and marine
park development
s liree trade zone develop-
ment for tourism
Phuket/Phangnga  Phangnga/ ¢ lmprovement/development
Krabi Zone Krabif of sightseeing boat network
and Trang in Phangnga Bay, including

Trang Zone

Phuket-Krabi Ferry Line.

+ National parks improvement
in Khao Sak, Nai Ham and
Pi Pi Isiand.

» Forest parks improvement

e Relocation of tourism boat
terminal from Ban Don to
Tha Thong (Surat Thani)

Surat Thani-Ko Samui Zone

+ Development of Bo-Phut
and Chaweng Beaches
(Ko Samui)

e Overall beautification
(Ko Samui)

e Improvement of water
supply system
(Ko Samui)

s Chaiya Historical Park
Development

Chaiya-Surat Thani-Wiang Sa
Zone

o Research/excavation of
Wiang Sa Ancient City

« Traditional indusiriai
center developmenti in
Phum Rieng

s Forest parks improvement

¢ Visitors center develop-
ment at Chiew Larn Dam

Chiew Larn Dam Zone




oA balance betwecn touusm plomonon and envrronmental control 1s partlcularly xm-
_.’portant 1n Phuket We pr opose to 1dent:fy the beaef ‘s to be developed mtenswely, ' h

- ble for. Phnket to accommodate the 764 OOO hotel guests expected for the year 2000 by-'
" hnntmg an average room~beach ratro of 140 rooms per kllometel wrthm the two thnds_'

of the total beach the 1at10 bemg a httIe ]ower than the one m the present Patong_ o

o .Beach

To thts end 1t 1s needed to prepare the authorlzed criteria and standards for bu1ld1ngs R

- at- beach areas ‘to- authouze and enforce the beach’ zonmg system and ‘to hnk the
' beach zonmg w1th tax 1ncent1ve and prlvate-pubhc coat sharmg in the mfrastructure :

' : ' and utlhty deveiopment

: :Desplte that Tourrsm Authouty of Thalland (TAT ) is the only pubhc body to plan :_ :

_-and nnpiement tounsm devolopment 1ts f;nancrai capab:hty is 50, hrrnted that 1t ean—_"'r -

_ not execute pro}ects on @ certam scaIe on top of the admmrstratwe and study works as

earned ‘out at present Tor the sake of ensnrmg effectwe 1mplen1entatlon wrthm a

- I_hmlted ‘budget, it s recommended for TAT €Y to prepare a Iong—term tOlll'lSI]l 8
_-development program to 1dent1fy the speeral deveiopment zones Tike Industnal Pro~

: motron Zone of Board of Investments (BOI) the mvestment framework for such-

. zones and the tax and othe; 1ncent1ves for the zones, 2) to enlalge its fmancral

sonrces by any means of a}loeatmg specrﬁc budget from the central government and -

o collect/share Contnbuttons and tax revenues from the prlvate sector, and (3) to

work out a comprehenswe and clear division of works among government agencres,' :
A 'local governments and the prlvate sector Among others estabhshment of zomng_
system - and its enforcement are urgent to be. planned by TAT and enforced by a

'government agency with possﬂ:ﬂe anthorrzatlon power.



2. TOURISM MARKET AND UPPER SOUTH
21 THAILAND IN INTERNATIONAL MARKET

Among Southeast Asian countries, Thailand is ranked at number three in terms of
number of foreign tourists being attracted following after Hong Kong and Singapore,
as shown below :

. Hong Kong: 2.1 million persons per year
Singapore: 2.0
Thailand: 1.5
Malaysia: .1
Philippines: 0.8

I

Indonesia: 0.5

Source: World Tourism Organization 1980
The origin-mix of the tourists to the Southeast Asian countries shown in Table 2.1
suggests that Thailand attracts tourists from various countries. The share of Euro-

pean tourists is especially high in Thailand compared with that in other countries, ex-

cept for Indonesia.

Table 2.1 ORIGIN-M!X OF TOURISTS TO SOCUTHEAST ASIA, 1978

Unit: %

Destination ' . e , I .

. Hong Kong Singapore Thailand Malaysia Philippines Indonesia
Origin
North America 16.1 15.7 10.2 15.7 13.8
Asia and Pacific 64.6 62.5 49.3 N/A 62.5 49.7
Furope 13.7 18.4 30.7 18.4 32.8
West/South Asia 2.9 1.0 7.6 1.0 1.4
Others 2.7 2.4 2.2 2.4 2.3
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Source: World Tourisin Statistics 1978



Next, in an effort to détérrhinc the relative position of Thailand in the world tourisi,
an origin-destihatio_hr table of. the tourists has been pre.pared' bas_ed on thé data of
World Tourism Statistics, 1978 as shown in Figure 2. 1. The t'ouriiSt flows anong Euro-
pean countrics and among the Atlantic Ocean countrics are enoi'mou_s compared with’
_ those between ’Asiein'cou_ntries' and the Pacific Ocean countries. The-former tourists’

* flow amounts to millidns-t_b tk_:n millions people, while the volume of the latter

amoifs on.ly to 100,000.

o

HAILAND

MALAYSIA AUSTRALIA

357

INGAPORE

o .
{UNIT:THOUSAND PEOPLE/YEAR)

Fig. 2.1 INTERNATIONAL TOURISTS FLOWS BETWEEN MAJOR COUNTRIES, 1978



Remarkable tourist flows among Asian countries are listed up as follows :

e Japan to Hotig Kong: 490,000 persons per year (1978)
+ Malaysia to Singapore: - 360,000
e Malaysia to Thailand: 240,000
¢ Japan to the Philippines: 230,000
* Austrélia to Singapore: 230,000
. Japah to Singapor¢: 210,000
s Japan to Thailand: _ 190,000

Table 2.2 compares the top-ranking destination country and Thailand in tourism

movements among from major tourist originating countries for Thailand.

This table apparently shows that, for Thai tourism, the relative magnitude of Euro-
pean and North American countries is remarkably lower than that of the neighbour-
ing countries, including Malaysia and Singapore. Particularly, tourist inflow has been

increasing rapidly from Malaysia to Thailand (see Figure 2.2).

In sum, Thailand is a major tourist attracting country in Southeast Asia. Magnitude
of tourists from neighbouring countries is large and increasing. Compared with
neighbouring countries Thailand attracts significant number of European tourists
while the tourist flow from Burope (0 Southeast Asia is only marginal in the world

tourist flows.

Table 2.2 RELATIVE GRAV!TAT!ON OF FOREIGN TOURISTS TO THAILAND

Unit: 1,000 persons

Country of Tourist Country of Number Tourists
P A. One Destination and ' ey

Origin Attracted Tourists B. Attracted to Thailand B/A
Japan . USA (886) 194 0.22
USA : Canada  (11,308) 131 0.01
UK : France (2,950) 99 0.03
WG . France (6,685) 92 0.01
Malaysia ' . Singapore (357) 243 0.68
Singapore 1 Hong Kong 67N 51 0.76
The Philippines : Hong Kong (86) 17 ' 0.20

Source: World Tourism Organization, 1978
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Fig. 2.2 CHANGE IN THE VISTORS FROM THE MAJOR COUNTRIES

DOMESTIC MARKET

In general, demand for travel increases as one’s i'ncc_sme. level increases and when he or
she has more spare time to spend for leisure. The edu_cated people tend to travel more
to see historical and cultural assets. A study on t'he potential of tourism devclopmen.t
in Thailand shows that the perIe living in the urban areas travel almost four times
more than those living in the rural areas. These indiéate that as the level of income
and education is enhanced, and as the people are concentrated in urban areas, de~
mand for tOurlsm will increase. We estimate that the number of domestic tOl.lI’lStS is

15.5 million in 1980.



2.3

TOURISM IN THAI ECONOMY

Internationa_] tourism is an effective way to deepen internationat understanding of dif-
ferent countries through communication of the people. It is also an important
measure of earning foreign currency. According to the data published by Tourism
Authority of Thailand (TAT), there were more than two million visitors to Thailand
in 1981, and the revenué from tourism amounted to about 21,455 million baht
(Figure. 2.3), which correspdnds to average per :éapita revenue of around 480 baht
and accounts for three percent of ‘GDP émd six percent of service sector’s GDP.
Among export items, tourism ranked the second in 1981 next to the rice export of
26,360 million baht (Figure. 2.4). It is expected that the tourism will be the top export
earning sector of 49,500 million baht by the end of the Fifth Five-Year Developrent
Plan. In addition to the tourism contribution to earning foreign currency, increase of
tourism creates more job opportunities directly or indirect}y'. Direct effect is a de-
mand for more employment such as hotel pe_rsonilei, tour guides and drivers. Indirect
effect inchides a demand for economic activity and employment in a large vari'éty of
related sectors such as transport, building, food processing, agriculture and services.
According to the data of TAT, the number of employees engaged in tourism industry
is estimated at 1.7 million in 1982, which is equivalent to the number of employees in

the service sector and eight percent of the total economic active population.

NO. OF VISITORS

REVEHUE FROM TOURISM

Fig. 2.3 NUMBER OF VISTORS TO THAILAND AND REVENUE FROM TOURISM



2.4

Billion Baht

5

5

177 1e1s 1979 1980 1981
Source @ TAT

Fig. 2.4 REVENUE FROM TOURISM AND MAJOR EXPORTS COMPARED

UPPER SOUTH IN THAI TOURISM DEVELOPMENT

In Thai tourism, the Upper South has been attracting visitors for its coastal tourism
resources in contrast to many other tourism spots of which attractiﬁenesses arc
historical, cultural and inland natural assets. With this coastal tourism resources, the
Upper South has been attracting 6.8 percent of domestic and 8.1 percent of foreign
tourists except those to Bangkok (TAT, Study on the Potential of Toufism Develop-
ment in Thailand, 1982). Beach alone would have many competitors, boih in and
around the country, such as Pattaya and Penang. However, the Upper South has a
potential to be an integrated tourism zone to combine different tourism resources, in-
cluding beaches with urban amenity of Phuket, superb view of coastal areas in
Phangnga and Krabi and virgin island of Samui. Combination of these different

tourism assets are little found elsewhere.

The Upper South is situated among the three large tourism markets of Bangkok,
Kuala Lumpur and Singapore (see Figure. 2.5). The number of tourists to Thailand,
Malaysia and Singapore in 1978 were 1.5 million, 1.4 million and 2.0 million, respec-
tively. The existing major tourism resources between Bangkok and Malaysia are

Penang and Songkhla/Hat Yai. The percentage of the international tourists fo

— 10 ~



Songkhla/Hat Yaiin 1981 was 10.4, which was the sccond_ biggest in Thailand follow-
ing Bangkok, whereas Phuket was visited only by 1.8 percent of them. The interna-
tional tourism route map shows that Songkhla is linked with Kuala Lumpur, Penang,
Surat Thani and Phuket. The lafge number of tourists to this city seems to be sup-
ported-n.o.t only by its attractiveness, but also by its excellent accessibility. However,
the direct flight between Singapore, Phuke.t and Bangkok which just entered service
ai the end of 1983 will accelerate the increase of to‘urist flows to the Upper South not
orily from neighbouring countrics bﬁtother'countrie's since Phuket is put right on the
international tourism route by this flight. Relative importance of Phuket and its sur-
roundings in the national tourism development will be grcatcr'becau.se number of
_tourists from the countriés nearby the South such as Malaysia and Singapore has been
increasing rapidly. Malaysian émd Singaporian tourists increased from 24 10 29 per-
cent of total international toirists to Thailand during the period 1977-81.

There is a general tendency that tourist flows divert from convenient and well
developed spots' to inconvenient and less developed ones as tourism demand in-
creases. It is, therefore, a question of time that fourists advance to the Upper Sdmh
from/through Bangkok, Kuala Lumpur, Singapore and their surrounding tourism

spots.

w11 —



"Ho Chi Minh City
{ Soigon}

Fig. 2.5 INTERNATIONAL TOURISM ROUTE MAP
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3.~ DEMAND OUTLOOK
< IR INTERNATIONAL-TOURISTS TO THAILAND; .

The Thm Govemment has aggressively promoted the tourism development as one of
: 1mportant sources (0 acquire foreign currency. The Tourism Authority of Thailand
(TAT) estimated:the number of foreign tourists at about 5.6 million in 2001 which is. .
- 2.8'times as much as that in 1981, According to our projection which is made based
ona felatioﬂu ship b_etw_eén the growth rate of per'capita GDP and that of privéte con-
sumption in major tourism market countries for Thailand, the number of foreign
tourists will reach 6.5 million persons in the year 2000 being higher than the pr OJCCUOH
by TAT. The difference is attributed mainly to a remarkable i increase of tourists from

neighbouring countries (see Table 3.1).

Table 3.1 PROJECTION OF FOREIGN TOURISTS TO THAILAND

Unit: "1,000 persons, %

Projection _ Annual Growth Rate
1980 1990 2000 - 1980-1990 - 1990-2000
(I) Europe 935.5 = 1,345 1,879 3.7 34
- North America _ {50.3) (37.1) {(28.9) s
~.and Japan | o |
(1) . Neighbouring | 509.9 1,448 3,126 11.1 8.0
Countries . (27.4)  (39.9) (48.2)
(1)  Pacific & Asia’ 326.1 666 1,182 - 7.4 : 5.9
_ . » (17.5)  (18.3) (18.2) o
(IV) Other Countries ' 87.3 - 171~ 305 7.0 6.0
(4.7) .7 (4.7)
1,858.8 3,630 6,490 6.9 6.0

| (100.0)  (100.0) (100.0)

Sbitrce: The Team”

Notes: 1) Proportionof tourists from “Other Countries” is assumed to be constant up 1o
2000, -
2) Existing Projection :
A ¢ TAT Target: 4,000 thousand in 1991
5,640 thousand in 2001
B : Fifth National Economxc and Social Development Plan (NESDB)
2,950 thousand in 1986

- 13 -



32

3.3

(D

Past trend shows that the higher the growth rate of p’rivafe cbﬁsuniption in a country,
the higher the growth rate of the country’s tourists to Thailand. The elasticity of
private consumption o per capita GDP is belb\_fv one in the developed countries and
above one in the neighbouring countries. The growth rate of touﬁsts to Thaitand is
estimated on the 'lssumpthI’lS that the annual giOWth rates of per-capita GNP will be
three (1980- !990) and 2.8 pc1ccnt (1990-2000) for the developed countries and four
(1980-1990) and three percent (1990_2000) for the neighbouring countries. The growth
rate of tourists to Thailand from the other countries in Pacific & Asian will be the
average of those of the developed and neighbouring countries. As for the re_maining

countries, the growth rate is assumed to be the average of the above three.

DOMESTIC TOURISTS IN THAILAND

Study on the Potential of Tourism Development in Thailand describes that the
number of domestic toutists in Théiland is'15.5 millio_'h in 1980, and is distributed to
ihe major tourism arcas. The Study shows a steady increase of the domestic tourists,
and estimates that the number of 20 million people will travel in 1986, and increase to
34 million in 2001. '

TOURISTS TO UPPER SOUTH

Based on the TA'T Data regarding the number of visitors to the major dreas in the Up-
per South, the number of hotel guests are estimated, and forecast for 1990 and 2000 is
made (Table 3.2 and Figure. 3.1). The total number of hotel guests m the Upper
South is 343,300 in 1980, and will increase up to 786,000 and 1,803,000 in 1990 and in
2000, respectively. '

The growth rate of the number of hotel guests in the Upper South is assumed to be
8.7 percent per annum, compared with 6.4 percent per annum in the area of foreign
tourists and with 3.8 percent in the area of domestic tourists in the country during the
period between 1980 and 2000. This means that the Upper South will accommodate

tourists at a higher rate than that of average of the whole couniry.

Several points are necessary to be noted regarding this future tourism growth as

follows :

The current world tourists market especially in the developed countries is not so
bright because of international economic stagnation. However, the demand in

ASEAN countries or NICs are still increasing along with their high growth of private
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Table 3.2 FORECAST OF THE HOTEL GUESTS IN UPPER SOUTH

Un.it:_: 1,000 persons/year

Average Growtl Rate (%)
1980 1990 2000 : -

1980-2000

Phuket Foreigner 52.9 120 273

Thai 02.8 213 491 :

. Total 145.7 333 - 764 8.6
Surat Thani Foreigner 22.7 52 119
: Thai 121.1 278 637

Total 143.8 330 756 8.7
Krabi Foréigner 0.3 1 2
Thai. 28.3 65 151

Total 28.6 66 153 8.8
Phangnga - Foreigner 5.0 11 26
. Thai 20.2 46 104

Total 25.2 57 130 8.6
Upper South Foreigner 80.9 184 420
Thai 262.4 602 1,383

Total 343.3 786 1,803 . 8.7

Sourée: The Team

O3

(3

consumption at 5.8 percent per annum during the lIast decade between 1970 and 1981,
compared with three percent in the developed countries. These increasing markets

should be intentionally targeted for the Thai tourism development.

The existing outstanding tourism spots such as Bangkok, Paﬁtaya, Chiengmai are
already too popular to induce additional demands. Especially Pattaya which is com-
petitive to the Upper South, in terms of marine tourism attfactivcness, has been
developed up to its full capacity and might loose overriding attractiveness without ap-
propriate cbntrol policy. In order to meet with the expanding marine tourism de-

mand, some promising and virgin spots are necessary to be developed strategically.

Generally tourists can be classified into two groups : one is the group of so called
»resort-oriented tourists” who prefer comfortable and tuxurious travels and another
is the group of "city-oriented tourists” who prefer rather itinerated travels on a
refatively tight schedule. European. and American-peoples generally belong to the
former, while Asian people including I apa'nese and neighbouring countries people to
the latter. Penang and Kuantang in Malaysia are strong competitors to accommodate
the former group, but it should be taken note that the latter group will form an in-

creasingly large macket.
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Fig. 3.1 FORECAST OF HOTEL GUESTS IN UPPER SOUTH
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3.4

Based on f_hé above considerations, we think that the Uppér;‘Sout"h'i:-itegrated with
Hat Yai/Songkhla- is a promising and potential tourism development arca in the

future if an emphasis of development is placed on this subrégion.

TOURISM IN UPPER SOUTH ECONOMY

- Expenditure of tourists will affect the economic revenue of an area. According to the

data of Tourism -Authority of Thailand (TAT), the average per capita expenditure of
foreigner is about 98.4 US dollars and the average ien'gt_h_of stay is 4.96 days in 1981 .-
Based on these data and the framework of the Fifth National Plan, the avérage per
capita expenditure in the Upper South can be assumed at around 1,440 baht by
foreign-and 290 baht by Thai tourists at 1980.-price.

Thi average length of stay is assumed at 3.5 days for foreign and 2.5 days for Thai
tourists. Accordingly, amount of the tourist expenditure (only hotel guests) in the Up-
per South is estimated at about 3.1 billion baht in the year 2000 at 1980 price, com-
pared with about 2.1 biltion baht in the case of an-alternative projection, which is

made based on the assumption that the share of tourists visiting the Upper South to

that of the whole country is constant during the period up to 2000 (see Table 3.3).

This amount of 3.1 billion bahi is _equivalént to 2.6 percent of the whole GDP and 6.0
percent of the service sector GDP of the Upper South.

Table 3.3 EST'MATE OF TOURIST EXPENDITURE IN UPPER SOUTH IN 2000

Unit: million baht at 1980 prices

No. of Tourists Amount of Trencl Projection

(Hotel Guests) Ex?e_ndltum No. of Tourists Amount of

(Hotel Guests) Expenditure

Thais
Foreigners
Total

1,383 1,003 927 762
520 2,117 o281 1,418
1,803 3,120 1,208 2,090

Source;: The Team
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4.4

4.1.1

RESOURCE POTENTIAL AND DEVELOPMENT ISSUES
RESOURCE POTENTIAL

Tourism Assets

Tourism resources of abundant characteristics are spread in the Upper South in-

cluding the natural attractions, historic and religious assets, and human activities.

Phuket

The Phuket Istand has been attracting a large number of both foreign and domestic
tourists with a reputation of the well preserved natural atiractiveness and human ac-
tivitics. - Excellent and fresh -seafood can be served on the beach front and in
downtown. Western cuisines are available in the leadixig hotels, and night clubs and
discos are found in the city. The most popular beach is the Patong Beach which pro-
vides the tourists with a number of modern bungalows and restaurants, but about a
half of the beach is not yet developed and the beaches such as Karon and Kata are still
left for future use. The Phuket Island has potentials for further development not only

as an ocean resort spot, but also as an attractive entertainment city.
Phangnga Bay

The Bay is located at about 100 kilometers from Phuket, and is visited by many
tourists staying in Phuket. The number of tourists are relatively less during the hot
season, from Januvary to April, and more people visit there during the cool rainy
season from May to November, when the wave is high on the beaches of the wesi
coast of Phuket.

The Phangnga Bay National Park is composed of many unique shaped islands in-
cluding Panyi Island which is famous for the sea village of Muslims, and Phingkan
Island which is sometimes called the James Bond Island.

The rocky islands standing upright in the water, and the caves with hanging limestone

and stalagmite of these islands are creating dreamy scenes, which are believed_to have

a big poiential fo attract more people from Phuket and other cities in the future.
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Krabi

The Pi Pi National Park is composed of a number of islands including the Pi Pi
* Island, and the national forests on the main land. A boat can be chartered at both

Krabi and Phuket to enjoy magnificent sceneries and to visit the islands.

A 1‘esoft area with bungalows is found on a beach facing the Nang Bay which is pro-
tected from wind by small peninsulas located on both sides of the beach. This arca is
‘quite remote from the city, and its nature is preserved in an ideal way. The Pi Pi
Island is well known among the scuba divers for its unspoiled coral reeves. The area
_ has a big potential for future development to aitract more tourists by its natural
- beauty.

Samui and Pa Ngan Islands, and Ang Thong Marine National Park

West side of Samui Island is already developed and its down town is a commercial
arca. Main beaches are spread on the east coast of t.he istand, and bungalows in the
coconuts trees on the beach attract young western people who used to be the pioneer
of the resort spots. Chaweng Beach, for example, has been developed rapidly in the
past few years, and the modern bungalows and western style restauranis have been
provided. The sea around the island is clam and safe during the dry season, from
February to September, when the southwest monsoon blows from the Andaman Sea,
in the meantime the waves are high in Phuket.

The island has a large potential for further development to attract domestic as well as
international tourists as an ocean resort to substituie Phuket especially during the
monsoon season. Besides the attractive white sand and clear water of Samui and Pa
. Ngan Islands; the Ang Thong Marine National Park has a potential to be visited by a
lot of tourists for its well preserved natural beauty made by numerous islands of

peculiar shapes.

Cultural Assets in Chaiva and the Chiew Larn Dam

On the east coast of the Upper South, Chaiya has been attracting people from all over

Thailand by its cultural feature. Especially, Wat Suan Mokapalaram has been visited

by Thai people for many years. Chiew Larn Dam, situated at the center of the Upper

South, is under construction and scheduled to be completed by 1987, This dam and

the huge lake will be a new tourism spot together with the Kao Sok National Park,
- and are expected to-attract tourists by their specific characteristics.
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41.2

The tourists usually select the destination by its attractiveness, cost and time to get
there, and the accommodation facilities to be provided. Here the resort spots are

assessed from the viewpoint of accessibility and accommodation facilities.
Accessibility
Phukel

Phuket was visited by bus (80.9 percent), airplane (18.6 percent) and ship (0.5 per-
cent) in 1981. Many of the bus passengers, 80,443 (31.0 percent), came from
Bangkok, and the others came from the cities in the South such as-Takda Pa (14.7
peréent)_, and Surat Thani (11.3 percent). The Thai Airways provides 48 flights weekly
between Phuket and Bangkok, and other cities including those in Malaysia. Bangkok-

Phuket-Singapore route was just opened recently.

Phuket is connected with five cities by a number of flights weekly, and the passengers
flown to Phuket increasced from 53,794 in 1979 to 78,578 in 1981, The capacity of the
flights is becoming relatively small compared to tourists deimand and getting a ticket is
becoming harder and harder especially on weekends. Thus, the access by air would
become a serious constraint unless its capacity is expanded to mecct the future

demand.

The number of hotel rooms and bungalows increased from 2,520 in 1981 to 2,827 in
1982. The rate of increase was the biggest, 25.5 percent, at Patong Beach, followed by
downtown, 11.0 percent, and no increase is made on Karon, Nai Han and Kamala
Beaches. The number of hotel rooms was cstitnated at 1,370 in 1977, and forecast to
be 3,260 in 1987 in the TAT’s Master Plan. The number of hotel rooms for 1982 is
estimated at 2,315 by supplementary-calculation. Thus the present hotel rooms are

more than expected to be supplied by 1982.

The trend of decreasing number of tourists from the Western countries implies more
serious competition of tourism among the similar tourism spots. For example, Penang
has been atiracting a large number of tourists from ali over the world. A famous Rasa
Sayang Hotel offers the first class standard of accommodation, cuisine and services.
The Club Mediterranean Hotel opened at Kuantang in Malaysia is also becoming
more competitive with its luxurious facilities. Punta Barute near Manila is becoming

popular among the tourists who are ready to pay more for higher level of standard.

Therefore, a challenge for Phuket does not seem a number of hotel rooms, but im-
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provement of quality of the facilities and integration of the tourism assets found in
neighbouring changwat but not found in other competitive resorl tourism spots such
as Penang and Kuantang. This is increasingly important for Phuket,-as one of the in-

ternational cormpetitors.
Phangnga Bay

Phangnga Bay is located eight kilometers from the town of Phangnga. The main ac-
cess is from Phuket, 94 kilomeiers by the Highways Route 402 and Route 4. There are
many air conditioned buses, ordinary route buses and taxis to Phangnga., Phangnga

Bay is also accessible from Phuket directly by boat.

An air-conditioned bus 1s also available from Hat Yai by the Highway Route 4
through Phatthalung, Trang and Krabi, 393 kilometers in total. It is about 854
kilometers from Bangkok by the Highway Route 35 and Route 4. There are scheduled

buses and air-conditioned coaches provided by tour companies.

About a half of the bus passengers were from Phuket in 1981, and 25,213 visitors
stayed in Muang District of Phangnga. There were five hotels with 191 rooms in

Muang District in 1982.

Phangnga Bay is located not far from Phuket, and is a suitable spot for a day trip
from Phuket either by land or by sea. While special effort for provision of accom-
modation or improvement of access does not seem 1o be needed at present, increasing
number of tourists to Phuket against its environmental capacity will.spi'll.o'\ier the
tourists also Lo Phangnga in the long-run. In view of this Phangnga will need to
strengthen tourism infrastructures such as accommodation, and coastal roads, and

sea communication system.
Krabi

Access to the proposed Pi Pi Island National Park would be either by land or by sea.
The Pi Pi Island can be visited by boat from Krabi, and also from Phuket. A resori
area on MNang Beach is located about 16 kilometers from Krabi and 90 kilometers from

Phangnga. Improvement of roads from the town is now being implemented.

An aircraft is available every day to Trang from Phuket and Hat Yai. Provision of a
new airfield in the south of Krabi will be a big advantage for the future development

of tourism in this area.
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More than 60 bungalows are avmlable on thc beach wh:ch is facing the Nang Bay. The

newly constructed bungalows and a modern restaurant on the beach are quite

‘attractive,

This ar¢a has a large potential as an ocean type resort spot without further investment

of large scale.

Samui Island and Ang Thong Marine National Park

There are some access routes to Samui Island as shown in Table 4.1,

Table 4.1 ACCESS TO SAMUI ISLAND

Transportation "+ Distance  Time - Pare - Trips/Day

Fer:ty from Khanom  27km 1.5-2 hrs ‘B 180/ o 2

Mini bus & driver,
B 30/Person

Speed boat from Surat Thani .~ 80 km 3 hirs B 50 _ 3

Regular boat from Surat Thani . 80 ki _ 7 hrs B 50(2nd Flr) I

Boat from Bangkok Round 4days  B3,500 (Regular) . [*
i Trip .

Flight from Ba.ngkok to 31,190 .

Surat Thani 600 km Phr g'737y .

Source: The Team _

Note: *! Once a month, started 23 June, 1983.

To visit Ang Thong Marine National Park is also time consuming because a tourist
must ride a boat again possibly from Nathawin Pier. It takes about three hours to get

to the islands.

Compared to the other destinations of ocean resort, this accessibility would become a
heavy constraint. While it has been working as an effective measure to preserve the

nature of the area.

There were 95 hotel rooms and 769 bungalows on Samui Island in 1982. Many
bungalows do not havé the private bathroom inside, and cost from 30 to 60 baht per

night.
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4.2

~ They offer accommodation of low quality for low cost, thus provide adequate' place
_ for young pebpie,_. especially voung western travellers_ Who_ stay long and spcnd.lcss.
_The number of visitors to the Istand was 33,154 in 1981; 2.2 times larger than that of
- the pfcvious year. The visitors were composed of 63 percent of foreigners and 37 per-

cent of Thais.

It is clear that if.the number of visitors continrues to increase at the same rate, the ex-

isting number of accommodation will not be able to satisfy the demand in a fevw years.

- The class in tourists tends to become higher when time passes, and they will desire for

accommodations of beiter quality.
CONSTRAINTS

There are several constraints/problems to be solved in order to achieve an effective

tourism development in the Upper South as follows :

Transportation : In the international transportation network, Phuket gains a promis-
ing condition with the opening of an international aviation route linking it with
Bangkok, Singapore and possibly other ASEAN countries. The improvement of the
Phuket International: Port including enlargemenf of transportation capacity and

: 'devé]opmenf of modern aviation equipment will facilitate further internationalization

for Phuket tourism. However, in the domestic transportation network, the Upper
South is situated far from Bangkok with a large market. And a poor public transpor-

tation system such as taxi services in the area seems to be one of the constraints.

Natural conditioﬁ : Monsoon is the natural constraint especiél]y. in the areas facing
the Andaman Sea, Holtel occupancy rate fluctuaies between 25 percent during off-
season and some 70 percent during onseason in Phuket. This constraint has to be
overcome by diversifying altractivenesses other than seabathing and connecting

tourism resources in different places.

Urban services : Poor telecommunication system, water shortage and floodings are

' large constraints. Applicants for telephone instal- lation double the available line

capacity and Telephone Organization of Thailand’s expansion plan has to.be im-
plemented at least on schedule. Especially in Phuket, new telecommunication devices
such as automatic telex exchange, the international telephone services to tourist,
phototelegram and public telephax will have to be strengthened not only for tourisin

but other business investors.
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Piped water is'an important p;"oble'm'téSpecia]ly in Phuket with respect 10 both quanti-
1ty and quality, Being an isiahd it will be an incrcasingly' serious issue to supply water
systematically to various demands mcludmg tourisni,’ urban and industrial activities.

Bven with the complehon of water supply system based on the Ban Wat Darn piped
water is available only in the city area while tour ism areas along beaches have to ac-
qulre water on individual basis. Watex quality is particularly important for tourist.

At present, some_busmess establishments have to spend as much as 37 baht for one

cubic meter of portable water.

Capital accumulations : Some major .capitals to enablc first class accommodations to
be established are necessary as a trigger of development in both Phuket and Surat
Thani. Large-scale private investment, however, neceds the firm gévérhmeﬁt policy'to
enforce various rules and regulations on equal basis and to strengthen public in-

frastructure services.

Administrations : The lack of a definite system of administrative responéibiliﬁes and
the shortage of budgét for tourism- development are serious constraint to coordinate
private and public investments and harmonize environmental control and tourism
promotion. In Phuket Island where government administration is relatively strong, it
is possible to incorporate investment inccﬁtives, land use control and public Service
pr ovxsion into a package of tourism development program to be monitored and im-
plcmented at the local level. In Ko Samui, another tourism 1sland “however, the
goverriment machinery is still too weak to monitor tourism activities and to provide.
necessary public services. In such situation, strengthening of general government ad-
ministration at the local level is a prerequisite to both tourism promotion and en-

vironmental maintenance.

Tourism assets : Piecemeal location without linkage each other is a constraint to
creating a large mass of tourism attractiveness. Particulérly needed are transport links
among differcnt beaches and different coastal tourism spots and those between An-
daman Sea Coast and Siam Bay Coast.
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' STRATEGIES AND PROJECTS

ISSUES AND STRATEG!ES .

The flrst :ssue for touusm development strategips is how the Upper South ¢an attract
as many tounsts as possible in the expected tourism maiket both 1nternatloml and
domestic. _In view of this; we propose to group scaiter ed tourisim spots in the Uppe1
South.into thé following five zones with 'di_ffercnt characteristics (see Figure 5.1):

-Phukot Phangnga—Klabl Zone with natulal and miracle sceneries mcludmg so called

R amesbond” Island

Surat Thani-Ko Samui Zone with natural and indigenous attractiveness including Ang

Thong Marine National Park;

Trang Zone with several kmds of natural assets such as Phrava-Rajada-Nu-Pradit

Monument, Pakmeng Beach and Chao Ma1 Istand;

Chaiya-Surat Thani-Wiang Sa Zone with cultural, religious and traditional tourism

asscts centering on “Wat Suan Mokapularam”; and

Chiew Larn Dam Zone with a new man-made tourism resource of Chiew Larn Dam
corbined-with Khao Sok National Park.

Transportation links within and between these zones need to be strengthened fo
facilitate agglomeration of tourists and tourism activities in key nodal points for

tourism suoh as Phuket and Surat Thani. Links between these zones are more or less

in line w;th those to be strengthened firom the view point of oveiall leglonal and urban

hierarchy deveiopment

Another important strategy to atiract tourists is to develop tourism facilities, services
and 70ning in accordance with the segmeniation of tourism market. The tourists tend

to select their destination by their attractiveness cost and time to get there and the

. _ accommodatlon facilities to be provided. In the case of tourism in the Upper South,

they: can be classified roughly into two groups by their characteristics of touring
behavior. A group of the international delusxe tourists prefer' comfortable travel and a
luxurious accommodation located at a quiet place which offers a good scenery. On
the contrary, a group of domestic and the Southeast Asian tourists tend to travel by a

rather tight schedule and accommodation at a convenient place. The former could be
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Chiew Larn.Dam

gurat Thani - Ko Samui Zome

LEGEND
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Souhdéry of'Study Area
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Town "~
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ﬂaéhréi aését
‘Activity
Phuket - Phangnga
' - Krabi Zone
Trang Zone
" oo _<}
. o Hard Nophérat Thara
i Surat Thani 2.3 | Phang-Nga Bay 4.2 (beach)
i i Torn Boke Rhoranee
1,1 | Phra Barom Dhat Chalya {2.4 Wat.Suwannakuha {cave) [|4.3 (water fall)
1.2 | Wat Suan :Mokapalaram 2.5 | Phang-nga (water fall) | 4.4 | Sadet :{cave)
1.3 | Samil Islands 2.6 | Khao Lak (foreat park) | 4.5 | Kao Khanab Nam
Ban Phumrieng : _ MiTITon-year-old
1.4 (silk village) 3 Phuke? 4.6 shell reef
ﬁng-Thong Marine 4 : crdat
1.5 fational Park 3.1 ¥o Kaeo Pisadarn 4.7 X0 Pge Pee (Island)
1.6 Chiew Larn Dam 3.2 | Laem Ka (cape) 5 Trang
1.7 | Xhao Sok National Park |3.3| Laem Sinpgha (cape) - 5.1 { Palien waterfall
1.8 | Pka-Ngan Island 3.4 | Ko Mat-Tone- 5.2 | Pakweng (beach)
1.9 | Wiang Sa 3.5 | Tin Mine 5.3 | Chao Mai (Island)
2 Phéng—Nga 3.6 | Pearl Farm 5.4 | Kao Pina {cave}
1 ) : ' “Pkraya-Rajada—Nu-
4 I
2.1 | Phung Chang (cave) a Krabi 5.5 Phradit Monument
2.2 | Rue-See Savan (cave) |4,1| Phra Nang Gulf ‘5.6 gzszhOHS Ratlonal

Fig. 5.1 FIVE INTEGRATED ZONES AND THEIR ATTRACTIVE ASSETS
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- called the “resort oriented tourists”, and the latter as the “city oriented tourists”.

The essential factors to attract the resort oriented tourists are comfortable hotels and
attractive facilities of high standard and good accessibility. The trend of decreasing -
number of tourists from the Western countries implies more serious competition of

tourism among the similar tourism spots.

Supply of the convenient'accommodation near the city center with a reasonable price
is essential to at.tra'ct the city oriented tourists. The accommodation should be located
. near downtown and the entertainment facilities are required to be provided. How to
" maintain perpetually the high quality of a resort tourismi spot should be the second
issue. The amount of investment for tourism development should meet with a capaci-
ty of tourism resources so as not to deteriorate the environment guality. For this pur-
posc some regulations and inhibitions against excessive invest_ment. are indispensable.
It is a fact that the inducement of enormous foreign tourists can contribute to the
balance of payments, but we have to recognize ahother fact that the existing beautiful
resources will have to be retained for the Thai people’s recreational requirement
which is anticipated to be larger and larger in response to the increasing level of in-
- come. It is very costly to restore the env'ironment. once devastated by disorderly
tourism develupmem.. This second issue is; iherefore, significant in order not only to
‘maintain the environmental quality but also to envisage a long-terﬁl poliéy for the
Thai people’s recreation needs. This is a pressing issue particularly in Phuket and thus

further discussion is given in the next section regarding Phuket development.

The third issue is that we have to take note of some remarkable effects of tourism pro-
motion on regional development. One of the effects is that tourism often stimulates
the inducement of some industrial investments and associated personnels through
upgrading of regional image as a comfortable area with a variety of amenities. The
other is to promote the infrastructures and urban services development. Tourism
development shiould, therefore, be incorporated in a regional/urban development
program. Unlike Eastern Seaboard which has limited elements to gencrate substantial
benefits during gestation periods of heavy new invesiments, the Upper South must
make use of iis resources to bridge present u'nderdeve]opmént and ‘the new
industrial/international-based development. It is in this context also that effects of
tourism promotion on regional development are stressed. Tourism development will
let the Upper. Scuth to earn in part the financial resources to return the new in-
‘vestments into other sectors, encourage urbanization and  distribution activities
necessary for the expected industrialization in this remote area and enable gradual im-

provement of infrastructures to be partly supported by the demand from expansion
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of -existing activities, including tourism and partly. prepared for newly i_ﬁduced ac-
tivities. An example is the case that the aii'p'ort improvement for immediate tourism
needs would contribute to the development of aii-transportation-based business and

- industrial activities.

DEVELOPMENT PHASING AND PROJECTS

- Phasing of tourism.devclop_ment"ié important especially in-the. case of the Upper

-South for its tourism resources are scattered and their integration is a crucial saling

point for tourism promotion- and for making use of agelomeration economy in
tourism aCtivitiés.- We propose four criteria for thé phasing,: including (1) the forma-
tion of major tourism centers to be followed by integration of peripheral tourism
Spots iﬁ the major tourism centers, (2) the development for resort-oriented tourists to
be followed by that for city-oriented tourists in response to the changing segmenta-
tion in the future tourism market and (3) interactions between tourism development

and progress in other sectors, transportation and urban development in particular.

_On' these criteria, priority is recommended to be given on (1) intensive development of
Phuket and (2) Surat Thani with surrounding tourism resources during the period of
Sixth Five-Year Plan and on (1) extensive development of Phuket-Phangnga-Krabi
Zone with continuous tourism promotion it Phuket, (2) development of Ko Samui,

and (3) development of other tourism zones such as Chiew Larn and Trang.
Accordingly, projects proposed for the period of Sixth Five-Year Plan include:

In Phuket:

Intensive development of Patong, Karong and Kata Beaches, as outstanding tourism
spots of Phuket Island, including improvement and beautification of strects, public
utilities, parks and rest places.

Yacht harbour development as a logistic base for ocean cruising possibly at the site
near the Phuket Aquarium. It is recommended that the arca covering the yacht har-'

bour and the aguarium be developed as a marine park.

“I'ree Trade Zone” for tourist shopping as being considered by the central govern-

meit at present. Shopping itself is one of the tourism activities and FTZ will be attrac-

-tive to foreign tourists if it is planned as something more sophisticated than those in

Penang or Singapore while its scale may be smaller in view of the volume of tourist

flows.
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~ cooperation with Electricity Generating Authority of Thailnd, with restaurants, ex-

1y

2)

3)

In Surat Thani and Its Vicinity:

Relocation of tourism boat terminal from Ban Don to Tha Thong for efficient bpera-
tion of speed boat between Surat Thani and Ko Samui. This action should be coor-

dinated with the renewal of Ban Don Port and its surroundings for urban develop-

ment purpose and the Tha Thon Port Area Development for fishery activities.

Cliaiya Historical Park developmént centering on Wat Suan Mokapalaram and Phra

Barom Dhat as one of urban development projects.

"Promotion of ongoing res_earch,and excavation of the Wiang Sa'Ancient City. -

Traditional Industrial Center Development in Phum Rieng not only as tourist attrac-

tiveness but also as a vocational center.
A “Visitors Center” of Chiew Larn Dam to be developed upon the dam completion in

hibition and seminar rooms.

Projects proposed for the period afier the Sixth Five-Year Plan include:

In Phuket-Phangnga-Krabi Zone:

New Phuket Bridge linking Phuket Island with the main land will appear as a large
tourism spot with sophisticated design after completion of the East-West Link. A
“bridge park” is recommended to be developed with the f_aciﬁties of restaurant,
observatory, sightseeing boat terminal and parks. The preparation of land and
necessary infrastructure of this park is desived to be undertaken by the executor of the

bridge as an associated component of bridge construction project.

Improvement/development of sightseeing boat terminals to form a network of coastal
tourismn transpost in the Phangnga Bay as shown in Figure 5.2. Phuket-Krabi Ferry
Line proposed-in our transporiation development plan will form a part of this

network.

Maintenance of natural environment and improvement of tourisi facilities in the

designated national parks such as Khao Sok, Nai Han and Pi Pi Islands.
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Fig. 5.2 PROPOSED TOURISM NETWORK OF PHUKET-PHANGNGA-KRABI

In Surat Thani-Ko Samui Zone:

1)  Development of Bo-Phut and Chaweng Beaches, including utility services, park, rest

places and. amusement facilitics.

2} Beautification of overall Samui Island.

3) Improveme?lt of water supply system for tourism as well as local people’s need.
In the Upper South as'a whole:

1) Improvement of forest parks scattered over the Upper South to create rural recrea-

tional space.

2) 'Inténtio_nai' use of economnic projects such as fish farm, oilpalm planiation and rubber
processing as tourism attractivenesses. Tourism for educating school children could

be encouraged in this connection.
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PHUKET TOURISM DEVELOPMENT
General Concept

The following measures should be taken into account for the tourism development in

harmony with nature attraction, seaside beauty in particular:

A countermeasure against excessive concentration of investments to cause the en-

vironmental deterioration;

Prohibition of building any hotels without proper treatment facilities for rubbish and

sewerage; and

Restriction on the inducing of too many tourists so as not to cause environmental

pollution.
it is not recommended that Phuket be developed as Pthe second Pattaya”, because:

Phuket would not be Phuket, if Phuket loses its own nature. It is necessary to stress

the importance of preserving natural resources to the maximum extent possible;

In order to be a compet.itive resort against Pattaya in spite of the disadvantage of long

distance from B'angko.k, it is definitely necessary for Phuket to keep and strengthen

the attractivenesses.

Nevertheless, an essential factor to form an international resort is comfortable hotels

and attractive facilitics of high standard and good accessibility.

Regarding the spatial structure, two broad alternatives are conceivable as shown in

Figure. 5.3: Under the Alternative A, all of the anticipated investments for tourism

development are to be concentrated within the town area and that any developments
at the beach areas are to be prohibited at the same time. Under the Alternative B, a
certain type and magnitude of developments are allowed only at the limited beach
areas to attain a balanced distribution of tourism activities between the town area and

beach areas.

The Aliernative A should be adopted {rom the viewpoint of environmental protection
only, but we recommend the Alternative B in consideration of the actual developinent
pressure and potential demand expansion. If the Alternative B is to be adopted, more
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coordinated and realistic regulations and standards for building and other physical
developments must be prepared by the government, and an administrative manage-

h ment system should be established for their enforccment.

5.3.2 Zoning System in Phuket

Phu_kéf Island has a number of beaches with différent characteristics in a scattered
fashion. The western coastal arca is suitable for tourism encouragement, while the

eastern coastal area is recommended to be preserved.

Regarding the western coastal area, we would like to recommend to establish a zoning

as shown in Table 5.1 and Figure. 5.4. '

Table 5.1 ZONING FOR BEACH DEVELOPMENT IN PHUKET

Unit: Km
Zone A - - Zone B ' . ZoneC
{Intensive Development) . (Limited Development) {Preservation)
Beach Beach Length ... Beach Beach Length Beach Beach Length
Patong 3.0 Nai Yang S ' ‘Mai Khao 10
Karong 3.0° - Surin 0.8 * Nai Harn 0.6
Kata 2.0 ‘Kamala 1.6 '
Bang Tao - 5.0
Rawai 3._0
Total 8.2 ' Total 114 Total _E0.6
Source: The Team
Notes: This zoning is worked out based on the following criteria:
—Existing accumulation of facilities;
—Accessibility;
—Short beaches to be preserved as much as possible; and
—National park to be preserved.
5.3.3 Beach Capaci.ty for Tourism Development

As an indicator to measure the intensity of development, the density in terms of
number of rooms per one kilometer beach length (referred io as “room-beach ratio”

hereinafter) has been calculated.
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. At preserit, the average room-beach ratio is _ohly 4.4 rooms per kilometer which is very

low compared with 1,097 rooms per kilometer in Pattaya. . .

Table 5.2 BEACH LENGTH AND ROOM-BEACH RATIO BY ZONE IN PHUKET

Zo:i_e Beach Length

Route of Existing Room-Beach Ratio

(L) Rooms'_(R) De_nsity (LIR)
A. Intensive Development 8.2 Km 457 . 36 rooms/Km
B. Limited Devclopment 11.4 801 70
C. Preservation 10.6 74 o 7
TOTAL 30.2 1,332 4.4
Source: The Team

For reference: 1,097 rooms/Km

150 rcoms/Km

Pattaya . _
Patong Beach :

A proper density not to lose the attractiveness of Phuket is proposed as follows:

Zone A: 200 rooms/Km (one-fourth of the ratio in Pattaya.)

Zone B: 100 rooms/Km (two-thirds of the existing highest ratio in Phuket.)

Acc'or'ding to these ratios, the number of rooms allowed at beaches is estimated. at

2,800 rooms with a result that the possible increase is about 1,500 rooms (see Table

5.3).

Table 5.3 NUMBER OF HO_TEL R-OOMS. TO BE ALLOCATED TO BEACHES

Zone A Intensive Development 1,640 1'oorhs
200 rooms/Km x 8.2 Km :

‘Zone B ‘Limited Deveiopment : . 1,140 rooms
100 rooms/Km x 11.4 Km

Total 2,780 rooms

Existing 1,258 rooms

Possible Increase

About 1,500 rooms
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5.3.4

(D

The overall capacity of Phuket to accommodate tourists can be calculated based on

the following assumptions:

Allocation of hotel rooms between the town area and the beach areas is fixed at two

to one in proportion to the present distribution.

Share of forei'g'ners is assumed to be 17 and 80 percent in the town and beach areas,

respectively. The share is set also in proportion to the present paitern.

Average length of stay is assumed as follows:

Town Areas Beach Areas

‘Foreigner | ' 3 nights 4 nights
Thai People 2 nights 2 nights

Average number of tourists staying in one room is assumed to be 1.8 persons.

The annual average occupancy rate of the existing hotel rooms is estimated at around
30 percent at present. The rate will be improved to be 50 percent in future to attain a

level desived for management.

The computed resutits suggest that about 250,000 hotel guests at maximum can be ac-
commodated at the beach areas, but the guesté in excess of this number are desirable
to be accommodated in the town area. As an optimum capacity, the number of the
total hotel gnests in-both the beach and the town areas is assumed to be about 750,000
to 800,000 until at least in the year 2000.

Recommendations for Phuket Tourism Deveiopment
From the regional planning point of view, the following recommendations can be
made specifically for Phuket tourism development in addition to the projects iden-

tified earlier.

For Aggressive Promotion of Phuket Tourism

The betterment of Phuket International Airport as the main entrance to this interna-
tional resort area, including the improvement of terminal and aviation facilities, and
the development of vicinity of the airport. The opening of a new international avia-

tion route to Singapore in December, 1983 will gradually increase the need of these
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betterment,

Active tourism promotion and advertisement in the major market countries including

neighbouring countries and Japan.

Positive inducement of some eniertaining events such as fairs, international conven-
tions and religious celebrations to attract tourists also in monsoon scason which is
completely a slack season at present. '

Enlargement of incentives such as tax exemptions for tourism investors.

For Countermeasures against Disorderly Development

Preparation of authorized criteria and standards for buildings at beach site such as: |
Limit in the height of building i.c., less than four stories;

Building coveragé i.e., less than 10 percent of the property land;

Standard of waste water discharge; and

Obligation for investors to equip the rubbish and scwage treatment plant.
Aufhorizing and enforcing the zoning system, such as those we are proposing.
Inducing hotel investments from both domestic and foreign within a recommended
capacity at maximum 2,800 rooms in the beach areas towards the year 2000, and a
government screening system to maintain the balance between investment inducement

and maximum carrying capacity.

Regulating definitely the areas where mining activities are prohibited and or restricted

by the administrative government ordinance.

Establishment of a Committee for Phuket Tourism Development Planning and
Management Committee to plan, promote monitor and coordinate the development
of tourism in Phuket. This committee is recommended to consist of representatives
from the central and local governments concerned including Phangnga and Krabi,

those from private business sectors, tourism development specialists and regional

- planners.
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CONDITIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION

In the field of tourism development, private sector has been playing an impoitant role
because tourism devélopmenf itself is a good business opportunity especially in the
area of excellent natural environment, However, in the course of further develop-
inent, tourism development confronts with a variety of problems such as deteriora-
tion of excellent natural environment, lack of fundamental infrastructures, conflicts
with the local residents, stagna'fioxl of tourist increase' and so forth, Tourism develop-
ment goes far beyond the control of private sector, which in turn suffers serious com-
petition, internally and externally. The role of public sector in tourism development,

in this regard, becomes very important.

After all, administrative instruments to promote as well as to control the
deveidpmehts can be consolidated into two: one is to regulate a definite zoning system
with administrative enforcement and to monitor private activitics under its regulation
in order to control in a proper manner, and another is to prepare some lax incentives

to promole (o induce nceessary private investments.

In this regafd, needless to say, a zoning system should be planned so as to finely ad-
just with other sectors’ developments. Preparation of tax incentives should be related

with a policy of BOI and a taxation system.

Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) is the only public body to undertake public
tourism investments at the national level. However, the financial capability of TAT is
so limited that it cannot execute projects on a certain scale on top of the ad-
ministrative and study works as carried out at present. For the sake of ensuring effec-
tive implementation within a limited budget, the following institutional and financial-

arrangements are recommended:

A long term tourism development plan/program at the national level should be
éstablished, based on the cxisting researches and studics, by TAT in coordination
with the authorities concerned. This plan/program is important especially to establish
the following basic framework:

Designation of specific development zones/areas in the long/mediuin as well as the

short run, just like designation of the industrial promotion zones by Board of
investments (BOI);
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Special investment framework to support the developments of those zones/areas; and

Definition of 'déveiopment guideline and tax incentives to private activities in the

designated zones/areas.

"Bnlargement of financial sources should be achieved by allocating' some spebific

budget ‘from the central government and by acquiring some foreign loans with low in-
terest. As a new financial source, it is recommended to explore the possibility to
establish a “Tourism Development Fund” capitalized by contributions of private sec-
tor and the Government and financed by a wide variety of loans and the revenue from
the tax to impose on thé tourism related business, and managed by a “Tourism
Development Finance Commiitcc”. A portion of tax revenue levied in the name of
business tax in tourism sector is considered to be transferred to the financial source of
this fund. |

A series of administrative arrangements are necessary to carry out various kinds of
projecis in an appropriate manner through mobilizing the private sector and the local
governments. Table 6.1 shows recommended administrative measures for tourism

development.
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ANNEX I

TECHNICAL PAPER

TOURTSTS TO UPPER SOUTH

Among 71 attractlve cities and towns llsted in Table 5.6,

only 5 citles are located within
‘the Study Aréa : Phuket, Surat Thani, Phang Nga,

Krabi and Tramg. _Most_dominant attraction of

“these cities is natural assets spread along the

scenic ocean, Among the 5 cities, Phuket is:
already enjoying popularity, and attracting both

:1ntelnationa1 and domestio VlSltorS.

Table 1.1 shows dfﬁéreﬂce of visitors' characteristics of

3 cities. Surat Thani has attracted the largeést number of
tourists among these cities, Krabi has attracted only

28,557 hotel guests in 1981, The most outstanding character-
istic is the large comp031tion of foreigners to visit Phuket.
About 32% of the visitors are foreigners, on the contrary,
only about 1Z of the visitors to Surat Thani and Krabi are
from foreign countries,

Preference of the tolurists is revealed from Table 1.2

that the Thai .tourists prefer staying downtown to- beaches,
while a large percentage of Western tourists, 67.9%, stayed
on the beach. The Asians tend to stay downtown, probably
because they like to enjoy tours around the area and- city
life instead of having fun on the beach which they may have
in their own countries, For example, the Malaysians, who
hold the share of 22% in 1981 and has been the leading group,

tend to stay downtown; 83.9% in Phuket in 1981.

TABLE 1,1 NATIONALITY OF VISITORS TO MAIN CITIES (1981)

Nationality
Thai Foreigner Total
Surat Thani 254,064 ~ 2,115(0.8%) 256,179 *1
Phuket 89,809 41,893(31.8%)- 131,702 *2
Krabi 28,277 280(1.0%) 28,557 *3
Source TUSP, derived from Reference 1
Hote %1 Tourists in Muang District.

%2 Hotel guests in down town, Patong Beach and Rawai Beach.

*3 Hotel guests in Muang District.

- Al —



TABLE 1.2

PREFERENCE OF LOCATION TO STAY

(PHURET, 1981)"

- Locaﬁidﬁ i _' A1 ;:;,iﬁ TOfal.--f.ﬂ .
Down town _7BééCh'_:_’;Nﬁﬁﬁef o R
Thai Number 83,078 | 6,731 | 89,809 | =~ 68.2
| % 7925 | 7.5 ] 100L0
Foreigner | Number | 17,385 | 24,508 41,893 |7 31,8
2 41.5 58. 5 100.0
Asian Number | 7,638 | 3,911 | 11;549 L (8.8)
| o Ce6.1 | 339 | 1000
Western | Number | 9,747 | 20,597 | 30,344 (23.0)
% 32.1 67.9 |  100.0
Total Number | 100;463 | 31,239 | 131,702 100.0
% 76.3 23,7 1000 ]
Source _TUSP;'deriyed_frbm,Refefencé'l:(TéBle 2,21);
Note Asian countries are Hohg Kong, Jépah,-Taiwan; Haléyéia,

Singapore and others, and the Western countries are Australia,

Augtfia, Belgium, Canada, Demmark, France, Gemany, Itdly,:

Netherland,New Zealand, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingkom,
~ USA and Middle East. ' ‘
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Surat Thani -

Number of visitors to Surat Thani in 1981 was 1,778,010 and
showed a slight increase (0.7%) over 1979, Table,1,3
shoWS.that the visitors by bus, both by the route bus
and tour bus, decreased by 13%, on the'contrary; train
users increased by 24%Z. TFlight started in April 1981,
and by the end of the year 5,698 passengers visited
Surat Thani by airplane, whereas 79.6% were frdm'Baﬁgkok
{Ref. Table 1.5). ‘About a half of the visitors use the
route bus. Table 1.6 shows that 33.5 % of them are -
~ from Nakhon Si Thammarat, and only 13,.4% are from Bangkok.
- Monthly hotel guests are constantly distributed thfoﬁgh
~ the year, totaling 110,583 in Amphoe Muang in 1981
- (Ref. Table 1.7 ), 1In Muang District, 15 hotels having
815 rooms were recorded (Ref. Table 1,8 ). fThe nunber of
rooms increased to 1,240 in 1982, 52% increase over 1981

in ﬂuang, and the total room number in Surat Thani increased
by 30% to 1,870.

TaBLEl. 3 YISITORS TO SURAT THANT BY TRAVEL HODE IN 1979 AND 1981

q*——__%“_%;m—_wM

Travel Mode 1979 1981
Airplane - 5,698
Train 645,884 802,262(+24%)
Bus 1,119,820 970,050(-13%)
Route bus 1,003,750 857,630
Tour bus 116,070 112,420
Total 1,765,704 1, 778,0100+0.72)

Source : Reference I.

TABLE 1.,4 NUMBER OF TOURISTS VISITED SURAT THANI IH 1981

Place of Hatfonality ‘Total
Stay Thai Foreigner

Hm.:el 108,714 1,469 110,583
Relaicive/Friend 122,611 - 122,611
Guest House ) 18,953 - 18,953
Others 3,786 46 4,032
Total 254,064 2,115 256,179
One-day Trip 72,035 3,066 153,101
Grand Total 326,099 3,181 331,280
Source : Reference l.

Note :+ Ovly ia Anphoe Muaog.
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CTABLEL,S MONTHEY VESITORS. TO SURAT THANI BY AIRPLANE IN 1981

o Oriéin"' o
R Total

“Month i -
: . Bangkolk . Phuket  HatiYai . . -

T Y% SRR = SIS UM .1 ¢
way a9 o 0. Lav 607
',quﬁ B o spg oo e840 647
T Ca96 1380 420 676

C Ay ' L v WO S (F T - S

Sep o sme T e%
Oer S0 se3 32 759.
CNov . 86 .13 Co5le o710
bec S Tsez - 86 U sA 700

Total o . 4,536 . 798 164 5,698
SR o {79.6) (14.0)  (6.4) . (100.0%)

Source : Reference 1.

Note : Flight started in April 1981

TABLEL .6 YISTTORS TO SURAT THANI BY ROUTE BUS TN 1981

Origin _ ) Visitor

Bangkok _ 114,975 (13.4)
Makhon Si Thammarat 287,400 (33.5)
Krabi - ' ' : 136,050 (15.9)
Pattalung 3,650

Trang : . 7,300
. Satun _ 5,475

Rat Yai _ 21,800

Yala o 5,475
Su-Ngai-Ko-Lol 9,125
Ranong _ 13,800
Chumpon : : - . 14,400
Thung-Song 137,280 (l6.0)
Phuket ) : 4% 300

Total _ ' . 857,630 (100.0)

Saurce 1 Reference 1.
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TABLE 1.7 MONTHLY HOTEL GUESTS IN SURAT THANI

,Mbnth.“ | - Year o
1979 1981
Jan 6,628 8,891
_TFeb . 7,769 8,686
Mar 6,768 8,964
- Apr. 7,900 9,681
 May 7,368 9,952
Jun 8,640 9,265
Jul - 9,142 8,981
Aug 7,919 19,005
Sep 11,333 9,113
Oct 9,621 9,762
- Nov 8,800 9,095
Dec 8,219 9,208
Total 100,116 110,583
Source : Reference 1,
Note : Survey was made only in Amphoe Muﬁng(Urbén Area);

TABLE 1.8 HOTEL/NUMBER OF ROOMS TN SURAT THANT IN 1981 AND 1982

_ Hotel ] Room
Area 1981 . 1982 1981 1982
Muang 15 18 815 1,240 (+52%)
Pun Pin 15 ' 15 246 237
Samui 24 23 378 393
Total 54 56 1,439 1,870 (+30%)
Source : Reference 1
. For detail, see Appendix c.

Note

—~ A5 —



The number of the visitors to Samui Island has increased
very rapidly since 1979 as shown in Table 1.9 . .
The outstanding characteristics of the visitors is.
a large proportion of the foreigners who composed 63%
of all the visitors in 1981. Total number of the:
visitors to the island in 1981 exceeded the total
number of guests in Patong and Rawai Beach in Phuket
- of the same year. '

TABLE 1.9 - VISITORS TO'SAMUI ISLAND
1979 11980, 1981
Thai ' - 7,518 : 12,396 (37%2)
Foreigner 1,144 7,350 20,758 (63%)
Total 1,144 14,868 33,154 (1002)
 Index 1.0 13,0 29.0

Source 3 Thailand_lnétitute of Scientific and _
Technological Research, Environmental & Resource
Research Division, July 1983 :
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The visltors to Ang-Thong Marine National Park were-
12,124 in 1981, and 10,484 in 1982 (Ref. Table 1. 10,
About 80% of them are Thai, 15% are European and

the ree.t are Japanese, Chinese and others, About
20% of .them stay overnight in the Park and remaining
80% enjoy one day trip.

TABLE 1..10 MONTHLY VISITORS TO ANG-THONG MARINE NATIONAL PARK

Mon th 1981 1982
Jan - 1,123
Feb - 1,092 753
Mar . 1,891 1,503
Apr 3,183 1,299
May 565 1,267
Jun 1,336 948
Jul _ 893 559
Aug 961 1,133
Sep | 615 -
Oct 922 718
Nowv 298 420
Dec 368 761
Total 12,124 10,484
Source : Office of the Ang-Thong Marine National Park, July 1983
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Phang~Nga : L IR

Number of “vigitors to Phang-Nga in 1981 was 185,604 - .
excluding the private cars and ‘tour bus (Ref. Tablel.11).
More than a half of the bus passengers (52.9%) . came from
Phuket, and 18.6%.were from Bangkok (Ref. Tablel.12 ).
Table 1,13 shows that- 37,254 people visited Phang-Nga Bay
from April to September in 1981, and 11,839 visited Khao-
Lak Beach from May to September in the ‘same year. The
largest number of monthly hotel guest was 3,433 din’
December, and the least number (1,321) was recorded -in
April showing & fluctuation through the year (Ref.

Table 1.14). Total number of hotels was 22 having -

562 rooms in 1982, where 5 hotels and 191 ‘rooms were
found in Muang District (ref. Table 1.15).

TABLE 1.11NUMBER OF PASSENGERS VISTTING PHANG-NGA IN 1981

Transportation ' Passengers
Bus o ' 179,370
Air conditioned bus ' 6,234
Total _ 185,604

Source : Reference 1

Note : Excluded the private cars and tour bus.

TABLE 1.120RIGIN OF THE BUS PASSENGERS TO PHANG-NGA IN 1981

Origin Pésseﬁgers

Bangkok 33,370 (18.6%)
Phuket 94,900 {(52.9%)
Trang 29,200 {(16.37%)
Bat Yai 21,900 (12,2%)

Total ' 179,370 (100.0%)

Source : Reference 1
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TABLEL.13MONTHLY VISITORS TO PHANG-NGA BAY AND KHAQ-LAX BEACH IN 1981

Month Phaﬁg«Nga Bay 7 " Khao-Lak Beach
Apr 7,975 | -
“May - ' 5,399 2,552
Jun : 3,933 ' 1,346
Jul - 6,149 1,012
JAug 8,142 ' 3,452
Sep 5,656 3,477
Total 37,254 11,839
'Sourcé : Reference 1
Note { Data collection started in April for Phang-Nga Bay,

and in May for Khao-Lak Beach.

TABLE 1,14 MONTHLY HOTEL GUESTS IN PHANG-NGA, 1981

Month ' Guests
Jan _ 1,396
Feb 1,714
Mar 1,765
Apr 1,321
Maj 1,831
Tun 2,210
Jul 2,542
Aug 2,449
Sep 2,207
et 2,299
Nov 2,046
Dec ' 3,433
Total | _ 25,213

Source : Reference 1

Note 1 Muang District only.,‘Ag__



“TABLE 1,15, NUMBER OF HOTELS AND ROOMS IN PHANG-NGA IN 1981 ASD:1982

_ _ s Hotei' L - _Reom .-
District - 1981 1982 1981 1982
Muang : 5 5 191 191
Ta Kua Pa - - 12 11 o2 256
Tai Muang . = ' 4 & ' 78 78
Ta Kua Thung _ 2 2 37 37
Total : 23 22 517 - 562
Source .Reférence 1

Note :  For detail, see Appendix
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Phuket

A number of survey have bee
visitors' charvacteristicg i

n conducted regarding the
n Phuket by TAT.

Total number of the visitors was 736,374 in 1979 and

dropped to 422,322 in 1981 (Ref. Tablel.l6).
propotion of them visited Phuket by bus,

bus and 19.5% by tour bus in 1981.

A Targe
61.4% by route

.The visitors by airplane inereased from 53,79 in 1979

to. 78,578 in 1981, showin

(Ref. Table 1.17and 1.18),
The visitors to Phuket by route bus from Bangkok were
80,443 composing 31.0% of their origins (Ref, Tablel.19).

g fluctuation through the year

Many of the hotel guests (69.0%) stay down town, whereas
11.6% stay at Patong Beach.and 9.9% at Rawai Beach and
Laem Ka (Ref. Tablel.20). The Western people tend to

stay on the beach, besides the Asian

downtown (Ref. Tablel.?21).

people tend to stay

Business trip composes 35.6% of the visit purpose of
Thai people. On the contrary, 89.9% of the foreigners

visit Phuket for tour purpose (Ref. Tablel.2?).

There were 86 hotels and 2,827 rooms - in 1982 showing
an increase of 307 roows over 1981 (Ref. Tablef.23).

TABLE1 .16  VISITORS TO PHUKET BY TRAVEL MODE IN 1979 AND 1981

Travel mode 1979 1981
Airplane 53,794  (7.3%) 78,578 (18.6%)
Domestic 50,846 (6.9%) 72,424 (17.1%)
International 2,948  (0.3%) 6,154 (1.5%)
Ship 1,747 (0.2%) 2,002 (0.5%)
Bus 680,833 (92.5%) 341,652 (80.9%)
Route bus 616,957 (83.8%) 259,239 (B1.4%)
Tour bus 63,876 (8.7%) 82,413 (19.5%)
Total 736,374(100.0%) 422,322(100.0%)

Source ! Reference 1,
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TABLEL, 1L 7MONTHLY VISITORS TO PHUKET BY DOMESTIC AIRPLANE

Month 1979 1981
Jan C4,383 X86) | 7,1 (9.8
' Feb 4,065 (8i0) | L. 8,084-(11.1)
Max | 4,195 (8.3) 7,432 (10.3)
" dpr 3. 4,52 (8.9) | 0 2.°7,966 (11.0)
May 4004 (7.9) 5,85 (8.1)
Jun ' :5,376 ‘(6.6)_ 3,839 (5.3
Jul, 3,691 (7.3): 4,787 (6.6}
dug ! 3,894 (1.7) 5,007 (6.9)
Sep ® 3,202 (6.3) 53733 (5.2)
Oct’ 3,916 (7.7) T 5,361 (7.4)
 Nov 2. 4,918 (9.7) 5,677 (7.9)
Dec 1. 6,339 (12.5) 3. 7,591 (10.5)
Total 50,846 (100.0) 72,424 (100.0)
Source : Reference '1,

TABLE] , 1 8 MONTHLY VISTTORS .TO PHUKET BY INTERNATIONAL ATRPLANE AND SHIP

Reference 1.

— Al2 —

Month 1979 1980 1981

. : =
Jan 459 (9.8) ' 524 (8.9) 752 (9.1)
Feb 228 (4.9). 411 (7.0) 391 (4.7)
Mar 261 (5.6) 398 (6.8) 3. 833 (10.1)
Apr 368 (7.8) 404 - (6.9) 615 (7.5)
May 258 (5.5) 2. 573 (9.8) 601 (7.3)
Juo . 3. 507 (10.8) | * 380 (6.5) 569 (6.9)
Jul 373 7 (7.9) 472 (8.0) 700 (8.5}
“Aug 1. 805 (17.1) 3. 554 (9.4) 897 (i0¢9)
Sep 368 (7.8) 447 (7.6) £ 376 (4.6)
oct: 113 (2.4) 416 (7.1) 485 (5.9)
Nov 281 (6.0) 1. 764 (13.0) 2. 978 (11.9)
Dec . 7. 674 (14.4) 525 (8.9) 11,069 (32.7)
Total 4,695(100. D) 5,868(100.0) 8,246(100.0)
Source :



.TABLE1.19 VISITORS TO PHUKET BY ROUTE BUS IN 1981

Origin ' visitor
Bangkok 80,443 (31.0%)
Trang 34,994 (13.5%)
Naklion 51 Thammarat - 24,123 (9.3%)
*Surat Thani _ 29,221 (11.3%)
Hat Yaj 25,986 (10.0%)
Takua Pa _ 38,052 (14.7%)
Krabi & Phang-nga _ ' 26,388 (10.2%)
. Total 259,207 (100.0%)

Source : Reference 1.

TARLE1.20 HOTEL CUESTS IN PHUKET BY PLACES, 1981

Place Guest
Down town 100,463 (69.0%)
class 3 23,831
ciass 4 0,755
class 5 & 6 35,877
Patong Beach 16,832 (11.6%)
Rawai Beach & Laem Ka 14,407 (9.9%)
Kota Beach | 8,115
Karon Beach ' : 3,252
Nai Han, Ksmala & Ko Lon Beach 2,636
Total ' 145,705 (100.0%)

Source : Reference 1.
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TABLE 1,21 HOTEL GUESTS IN PHUKET BY PLACES AND NATIONALITY, 1981

Patong Beach

Natioﬁality Down town Rawai Beach
Foreigners _
DSA 875 861 838
Canada = - 263 336 195
Austria 166 736 69
Belgium 201 437 312
Denmark 243 179 107
France 665 3,021 1,647
Germany - 2,406 2,270 1,746
.Italy 1,674 286 1,350
Netherland 456 478 214
Sweden 217 493 165
Switzerland 451 669 434
United Kingdom 1,122 1,169 1,583
: Middleweasf 162 - 65
Australia 666 321 476
liong Kong 455 92 223
Japan 2,033 82 846
New Zealénd 150 41 99
Taiwan 80 - 34
Malaysia 2,654 352 158
Singapore 1,887 239 156
Others 529 1,370 359
Total 17,385 13,432 11,076
Thai 83,078 3,400 3,331
Grand Total 100,463 16,832 V4,407

Source : Reference 1.
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TABLE1.22RATIO OF PURPOSE TO VISIT PHUKET, 1982

Purpose ' Thai ‘Foreigners
Tour 30,7 % 89,8 %
Official 6.1 % 0.5 %
Business 35.6 % . 6.7 %
Visit Relatives 24,9 % 1.1 %
Others’ 2.7 % 1.9 %
Total ' 100.0 % 100.0 %

Source : Reference 1.

TABLE 1.23 WUMBER OF HOTELS AND ROOMS IN PHUKET IN 1931, 1982 AND 1983

Hotel Room .
Areg
1981 1982 1983 1981 1982 1983
Down Town 23 25 23 1,338 1,485 1,414
Patong Beach - 19 25 NC 364 457 NC
Kata Beach 10 13 NC 231 256 NG
Rawai Beach 10 10 NG 398 440 NC
and Ka Cape
Karon Beach 6 6 NG 99 99 NC
Nai Han Beach 5 5 NC 74 74 NC
Ko Lone 1 1 i 10 10 18_
Kamala Beach 1 1 NC 6 6 NC
Total 75 8  NC 2,520 2,827  NC

Source : Reference 1
Note (1) NC : Data not complete
(2) For detail, see Appendix
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K1ab1

Many people visit Krabi from Surat Thani, Tlang and other
clties totalinb 472 695 in 1981 (Ref Table 1 26 ).

Number of the v131tors to Krab1 Muang DlStrlCt in. 1981
was 28, 557, most of them (99.0%) were “Thai people '
distributed evenly through the year (Ref Table 1. 26 ).

There were 9 hotéls with 279 rooms in Krabl in 1982:“
(Ref. Table 1.25 ): ° . :

TABLE 1. 24 ORIGIN OF THE VISITORS TO KRABI IN 1981

Origin . - Vigitors
Bangkok 51,100

Bus o 36,500

‘Air conditioned bus 14,600
-Surat Thani 175,200
Trang . 127,750
Phang-Nga . - . : 16,425
Phuket - | | 77,755
Hat Yai-. _ : - 9,125
Nakoﬁ,Si Thammarat - 15,340

Total 472,695

Source : Reference 1

Note : Excluded the visitors by private car and tour bus
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TABLE 1.25 NUMBER OF HOTELS AND ROOMS IN KRABI IN 1981 AND 1982

District _ Hotel - Room_

' 1981 1982 1981 1982
Muang _ _ 7 .8 207 253
Ao Luk 1 1 26 26
Total ' 8 9 233 279
Source : Reference 1

. TABLEL. 26MONTHLY VISITORS TO KRABI IN 1981

Month | Visitor

Jan 2,302

Feb . - 2,201

Mar _ 2}571

Apr 2,856

May ' 2,486

Jun 2,409

Jul 2,523

Aug 2,233

Sep 2,193

Oct 2,195

Név 2,168

Dec 2,230

Total 28,557

Thai 28,277(99.0%)
280(1.0%)

Foreigners

Source : Reference 1

Note :  Muang District only
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CHARACTERTSTTCS OF TOURTSM RESOURCE
The attractive assets of these 5 cities are -
classified into 3 categories _ :

- as shown in Table 2.1 (Ref, rig.2.1 ).

- PABLE 2.1 ATTRACTIVE ASSETS AND THEIR CATEGORIES

Categoriés

Attractive Asset _ - — . -
"Historieal | Natural Activity

1 Surat Thani
1.1 'Phra Barem Dhat Chaiya: . ®
1.2 Wat Suan Mokapalaram @
1.3 Samui islands L
1.4 Ban .Pumrien.g (silk village) ' ¢

1.5 _An'ton Marine National Park &

2 Phang ﬁga
2.1 ?ung'Chang {cave)
2.2 RueFéee'Sawan (cave)
2.3 PhangéNgé Béy '
2.4 Wat Suiw'aﬁnakuhé {cave)
2.5 TPhang Ngé (waterfall)
2.6 Wao Luk (botanical garden) _ | ®

¢ © o ®
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Attractive Assét : Gategories
' Historical | Natural | Activity
3 _Pﬁuket'
3.1 Ko Kaéo;Pisédarﬁ ‘
3.2 Laem Ka (cape) e
3.3 -Laeﬁ_Siﬁgﬁa (cape) @
3.4 Ko Mai-Tone ¢
3.5 Tip mine ' ' o Y
3.6 APéarl.farm Py
4 _Krabi _ .
4.1 _Phra.Néhg'Gulf ; o
- 4.2 Hard Nopharat Thara(beach)
4.3 Tarq_ﬁdké Khoranee ®
(waterfall) '
4.4 Sadet (cave) °
4.5 Kao Khanab Nam _ . @
4.6 Million-year-old shell reef L]
4,7 Ko Pee Pee (island) ' &
5 Trang’ _
5.1 Palien Waterfall ®
5.2 - Pakmeng (beach) ®
© 5.3 Chao Mai (island) &
. 5.4 Kao Pina (caﬁe) o
5.5 Phraya-Rajada-Nu Phradit L
Monument ' '
5.6 KaoVChong Natiénal Park - ®

Source : National Plan on Tourism Development, May 1976, TOT (Reference 4)
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FIGURE 2.1 LOCATION MAP OF ATTRACTIVE ASSETS
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1 Surat Thani : 12,8 Nao LUk(bOtanlcggrden) 4.4 | Sadet(cave)
1.1 | Phra Barom Dhat Chaiya | 3 Phuket 4,5 | Kao Khanab Nam
1.2 | Wat Suan Mokapalaram 9.1 .Ko Kaeo Pisadarn 45 I;I:eLéllon-—year—-old shelT
1.3 | Samui Islands 3.2 [Laem Ka (cape) 4.7 | Ko Pee Pee (island)
1.4 Ban Pumrieng (\?%%Jlfage) 3.3 |Laem Singha{cape) 5 Trang

| 1.5 gg%;'g?lzrig;giime 3.4 |Ko Mai-Tone .1 | Palien waterfall
2 {Phang-Nga 3.5 |Tin mine 5.2 | Pakmeng (beach)
2.1 |Pung Chang(cave) 1.6 [rearl farm 5.3 [Chao Mai (island)
2.2 |Rue-See Savan{cave) 4 Krabi ;’1.4 Kao Pina (cave)
2.3 Phang_—Nga Bay 4.1 |Phra Nang Gulf 5.5 gﬁg:gf;[{ﬁgsgﬁ;ggf

| 2.4 |Wat Suwannakuha(cave) 4.2 (I%)a;radChN)opharat Thara 5.6 'gggkChong National
2.5 | Phang-Nga(waterfall) 4.3 %Sgi‘e??gfl%(hora“ee
Source : Reference 4 Note * Asset No. 1.5 is added in this Study.




This classification shows that most of the attractive assets
are nature oriented and related to ocean. Main attractlve

assets are discussed here,

Samui Tslands

Samul Island and Anton Marlne National Park are visited by
domestic and a number of international tourists. Regular

access is by boat from Khanom, which takes about 1.5 hours
under the normal weather condition. The main industry of the
island is used to be the coconuts farming and fishery, however,
as the palmtrees grow too old, tourism tends to be the main
economic activity instead.
The island is about 21 km wide and 25 km loung, and its tetal land
area 1s 247 lm Another way to visit the islans is by a speed
beat form Ban Don, a small fishing village 20km, form Surat Thani
It takes 3 hours to cover 80 km to reach the island, A number of
mini buses are available to go around 50 km of concrete ring road
8mall fidhing boats can be rented for trips to hearby islands.

To visit the Ang Thong Marine National Park, the boat ride takes
about 3 to 4 hours ( Ref. Fig. 2,2 and 2.3 )

MAP OF SAMUI ISLAND

FIGURE 2,2
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Source : Travel Guide, Your Cuide to Happy Holidays, 1983
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Phang-Nga Bay

The Phang-Nga Bay National Park was approved in April 1981, and
it covers about 400 km2, The bay offers an enchanting scenery
including Pan Yi Island where the people are living just behind a
rocky island, and Pingkan Island which is sometimes called a
James Bond Island (Ref. Fig.2.5).

Mue Ko Pi Pi WNational Park

The Pi Pi Islands and Ao Nang areas are requested to be approved
as a national park to preserve the natural beauty of the areas.
Egpecially the Pi Pi Island is famous for its aquatic scenery, and
provides an ideal spot for scubadiving (Ref. Fig., 2.6 ).

FIGURE 2.4 MAP OF PHUKET - PHANGNGA - KRABI
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