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The ecological range of some important indicator species used in delineating ecoclimatic zone boundaries
SPECIES ZONE
i il v v vi

Arunginara stpina

Podocsrput 3po-

Penniictum clandectioum

Albiga gummalecs

Azaca abspivinics/A aha
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Dodoncat vicora

Acobanthera sip

Combrevum malle

Ackcra hogkn

e
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Croton dichagamos
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Keacia eebsica 11, uncimats (%
il
A bungi -‘1';
=4
A rettfers:Commiphora africana v —.E}F i.
Chloris ronburghiany - = ;:
zik:
Asslypha-frutcosa "‘i
‘- it
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Boswetha hidetrandeii : et
Y ¥ l—-*‘
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YEGETATION AND LAND-USE

¥ Moorland and grasstand of bareen land, at high altitude above 1he forest line; of limited use ;
and potentiaf, exocpt 48 waler catchment and for (outism, o

I8 Forests and derived grasslands and bushlands, with or without natecal glades. The potential is
for forestry (with Joczl wildlife and tournst development) of inteasive agricultuce, including
pyrethrum, coffec and tea at the higher altitudes, THe natucal grassland, vnder intensive manage.-
meet for optinum peoduction, supports one stock woit per £-3) ha. depeadent oo grasstaed
type. (Ground water forests oocul under climates drier than dry sub-humid )

3 Land not of forést potential, carrying a variable vegetation cover (moist woodland, bushland
or “savanna™), the (rees characlenistically broad-Jeaved (e.g. Comdvetum) and the larger shoubs
mosily evergreen. The ageicultural potential is high, soit and topography pomitting, with
emphasis on key farming. Areas uoder range-vse are stifl extensive and under closé management
theit stock-carcying capacity is high, at ks than ¥ ha. per stock unit, N .

1V Land of marginal agricultural poteatial, carrying a5 natoral vegetation dry forms of woodiand
and “savanna™ (olten an Acocia—Themeda association) of derived semi-evergreen of deciduous
bushland. This is potentially productive sangelasd—usually kss than 4 ha. per sfock unit—
Bmited mainly by the encroachment of woody species. The mote open country with a bigh
Sensity of wildlife constitutes 2 valuable tourist assct. :

V  Land only very locally suited 1o agricultute, the woody wvegelation being domiraled by
Commiphora, Acocia and altied geaers, mostly of shrubby habil, Perennial grasses such as

Cenehres citiaeit 2nd Chloris roxburghiana can dominate, bul suocumb readily (0 hacsh manage-

N meat; more than 4 ha. is requited pee stock uait, Wikilife is img::;ﬂanl, particulacly where dry
thora-bushland predominates. Burning requires gédat caniion bul can be highly effective ia

bush ¢ontrel.
¥l Rangeland of low potential, the vegelation being dwar( shrub grassland, or a very dry fotm of
bushed grasshand with Acacia reficiens subsp. misera, ofica confined o water courses and
“depressions with barren land between, Fecennial grasses (e.g. Chrpsopopon aucheri) are Jocalized
withia a predomsinantly anncal grasshand; productivity is confined largely s unreliable scasonal
flushes and grazing systems must be based on nomadism. The populations of both wikl aod
domestic stock are restricied severely by the environméot,

{Chmatic Zone V1§, which is true descel, with 2 moisture index of =37 {0 -6D, does ool oocut
m Kenya) .
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Haize Hillets Cassava
Cotlon

Wheal Hattle Haize
Sisal Grass lLeys
Haize

Hillets

Sugar

Haize

Haize Pulses

Sweel Polatoes fruit
hWheat Grass Leys
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Patatoes

Coffee
Haize Pulses Nillels
Yams Fruit

Sisal
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Pulses fCassava
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