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?erccntége of income from paddy

I2— 2 RELATION BETWEEN AREA OF PADDY CULTIiVATED PER FARMER AND
PERCENTAGE OF INCOME FROM PADDY:—
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BIRERHSE 2 d0b THRFT 5 &y B9 L FUNRAWCH AV LB S, %
I, WA T, Final Report FRe Analysis of Soci‘o_"Economics DELY,
Dilemma, Problems “and S tratagies ZHREE L7z vy,

DILEMMA, PROBLEMS AND STR'ATEGIES&)

- To understand the exjsting prohlems and the background of the Natlonal Agricultural
Policy, '"The Malay Dulemma" which has been written by Prime Minister Doctor Mahathir
bin‘Mohamad, which has.been translated into Japanése in 1983, has besn very bensficial
not onky for the author but also for those Japanese who wish to understand Malay5|an
problems. : :

In discussions which DID officials about upgrading irrigation efficiency for paddy
fields, the author has suggested that rural village should be strengthened in Ime with
Policies of the Government of Malaysra

The author has been very 1mpressed by - "The meanmg of Racsal Equallty

"The fact that in Malaya the Malays are mamly rural and the non- Malays are urban,
means that there is an inequality in the progress and development of the communities”
Page 79. . .

- “'Racial inequality is here an-irieql.l'ality of wealth and inequallty of opportunities,
and an inequality of develdpment" e Page 80.

"And so educataon mS‘tead of. bemg an |nstrument for ach:ewng rac|al equality,
perpetuatns and even-accentuates racial mequal:ty Poverty and lack of urban jobs make:
the Malays rural, Bemg rural and poor, the primary and secondary education of the Malays
fali behind that of non-iialays. Poor secondary education bars the Malays from higher
studies and the better jobs and professions which such studies make available.

) Lack of jobs in the profesnons banishes the Malays to the rural areas and to poverty,
which is turn leads 10 10D pPooT. educanon

This becomés a vicious circle — Page g0, 91,

“Rehabilitation of the Malays and the Malay Dilemma”

#) 1. Xtheauthor. &l::ﬂ%:qﬁ‘,,
Sekinchant H5Bi%, # VY v hF YT ayay bﬁho)qlﬂ,%%&@ﬂ(ﬂﬂfﬂ ¥
9’(’&:9 Wik, BARKD [Intensive BEXRMEL T-2,
3. anatisat ion bl Mahathir EARBEEA TR mﬁi'ﬂ' IE.”'?"’ll:J wHn,
4. Methods. BP?Enlarging arable land 2T, "{rLb\ AKEEED L
& 5 E:D I Dii%x.“(h’bo

'5, Sg.lﬁ;? S ﬂ)Sungal 'c-fsﬁwﬁtrto

‘T=38’



'The security of regular salary | Howsver small will attract ‘Malays to work.. The aim
should be riot so much to employ thern permanently, as to-accustorn them to do work ‘other
than planting paddy and to urabannze them. The salary offered is thus of great importance.

It should. be h|gher than the average Malay income from paddy farmmg, after takmg
into cmssderatmn the low cost of living in the Kampongs and the tolerant attitude of Malays
fowards unemployed relatlves

_ But ideally the salary should not be such as make them hesitant about ]aavmg these
~ jobs to take up similar but better pald ‘employmeént elsewhere’ — Page 107, 108

Accordmg to ”The Malay D:Iemma” this author has been able to understand the
pohcnes and the philosophy of Prime Minister: Dr. Mahathir bin Mohamad who has been
looked upon as as great statesman and as a gentleman The author feels rather elated
because the bll’th days of the Doctor and the author fall in the same month and year

The author has also obtamed a lot of |nformatlon both practlcal as well as aeademlc
on the land tenlre.system and the rural society in Peninsular Malaysia, from the “Rice.
Economy and Land Tenure in West Malaysia” published by Dr. Kenzo HORII who is well-
known to the author.”

Regard:ng the water management for the lrngatlon system Dr. HDRll has mentioned
as follows: -~ : : .

"In the dlscusslon and planmng of a future lrrlgateon system in Ma!aysna some
. form of decentralized regional water control administration system should be
introduced. A self-governing irrigation system, which allows a certain level of
participation by farmers, will be necessary to realize efficient water control
- administration for all rice growmg areas in the country. .

The author agrees wsth Doctor s views because, durmg the author s tenure of offlce
for three years with the DID HQs, he has been able to realise that there has existed a lack of
information between the farmers and the DID.

For example in the Tanjong Karang Project area, the daily water level in the Feeder
. Canal near the Sg. Bernam Headworks has been-measured for many years and is stil} being
measured, and the monthly survey of the discharge of the Feeder Canal has also been
continued by a complicated rmanual method by the state DIDs” technicians and others,

-~ However, it seems that, these accurate data obtained above have never been applied 1o
the actual water management in paddy cultivation nor have these been considered for
irrigation planning :

All the data from the state DID fevel haye been collected and flled by the Hydrology
Branch in the DID HQs

Even in the Tanjong Karang'DID Office there has not been any information on the
daily discharge of the Feeder Canal.



* The author does not understand how the Tanjong Karang DID Qffice control, the
irrigation water to meet the exrstmg srtuatron in paddy cu!twatlon wrthout any 1nformat|on
from hydro!ogy r .

+ The DID Offrce managea the water control by followmg the "Operatron Manual”
and paddy farmers have to follow the lrngation schedule instead of the natural condltrons
of the Prorect area. ‘

- A$ a result, both DID Official and farmers waste a lot of water but the paddy yield
is not so high compared with Seklnchan where the paddy yield is exceptionaily high.

The farmers in Sekinchan who aré very independent and autoriomous have got the
high yield of paddy through extremely intensive cultivation: angd water management in the
fields.

In prrnc1ple ‘the water managernent for paddy culttvatron should be taken over by
tarmer groups asan example ot the prtvatrsetton strutegy which has been suggested by Prime
Minister Dr. Mahathlr :

The author realises that in practtce however the privatisation of ‘Operatlon and
Mamtenance of the |rr|gat|on system is rather drffrcult.

One of the problems is that the technicians and others who are working for the State
OID as operetors of rrrrgatron facrlrtres are rnamly relatrves or families of paddy farmers

These operators are abfe to support therr famrlres from the income they receive
from the Government - :

_ The emp[oyment of the DID personnel as the 0 &M workers is one fo the strategies

.of the eradication of poverty in ‘paddy farming, but if the farmer groups take over the
responsrbtllty of ninning the O &'M, the DID State personnel {relative or femrhes) are in
danger of lossmg therr jobs, - : - : o

The author feels that this is a problem.

' 'After taking into consideration the ekisting agricultural socio-economicai situation
Cin Pemnsuiar Malaysia, the authar would hke to put forward his idea for strengthemng and
activating the rural village system,

Thrs goal mrght be achreved after long perrods of trial and error and the order of the
each phasé of the strategy might fluctuate.

The strategies considered by the author are explained in succeeding pages.
Strategies for Proposed Rural Development Programme.

1, - Purpose

A, Stablhzation for se[f-suff:crency in staple food
8. Erad:catron of poverty of rural areas.
-C.  Strengthening rural viltage.
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Methods

cropplng

B, Enlarging arable Iand

A Increasmg the paddy yield per unit area and stabmzatlon of double

C. Sy_stemat;zataon of Operation and Maintenance of irrigation facilities,
and establishing farmers’ organizations.

Procedure

Cause.
Phase |

A. Increasmg paddy y;eld

B. Mechamzatlon and labour sawng

C. Improving level of education.

Phase Ii
A.  Migration of population from
g rurzl area,

‘B, Rising of small scale industries

in rural areas.

Phase 111 _
A. Stagnation of paddy yield.
B.- Population increase.

C. Modernization of indu_stries.

Phase IV
A. Reduction of Malays in rural
area,

B. Prosperity of small scale
-industries in rural areas and
intrusion of non-Malays from
urban area.

Phase V
A. - Land reforming
B. Revising of Land Inheritance

Law.

C. ‘Enactment of Land Consolidation’
_Laws.

Phase VI

‘Estate farming by Malays and non-
Malays

Efforfc

Prosperity of the farmars,

Modernization of rural areas.
Enforcement of Bumiputra Policy

Deterioration of activities of rural
community. :

Deterioration of irrigation facilities.

Deline in self- sufficiency of stable
foods.

Encourage export,
Increasing imported foods

Eradtcatlon of poverty of paddy
farmers, .

Will cause confusion in the rura!

‘society.

Intensive Land Consolidation and
Strengthening of ruraf villages,

Improving and upgrading of
agricultural productivities.



Finel Goal _ _ N
. The Mdst Modernized and Industralized Nation in Asia which a population of
Seventy Mitlion, ' : ‘
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