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4,15 The purpose of this proposed project is to utilize the

Sambor site on the Mekong in the Khmer Republiec,
Proposed as the lowermost dam construetion site of the

' Main Stream, Sambor would be a hydro-electric power
project with navigation, irrigation and salinity intrusion
control benefits. )

The Sambor feasibility report was completed by the
Overseas Technical Cooperation Agency (0TCA) of Japan in
1960. The report, which gave as much importance to main
stream navigation as power generation under the given
constraint on the sales of electricity, reported that
power generating capacity could be 875 MW with estimated
cost of US $318 million if operated in isolation, and
2,100 MW and $438. million respectively if integrated with
Pallong, *

4,16 puring 1972 the World Bank commissioned an analysis of
the Sambor project based on a greater amount of reservoir
storage than was used in the OTCA report. The consultant's
report showed that this increased storage would signifi-
cantly enhance the power capability of Sambor and that
the project would be economically justified even without
taking into account the benefit of upstream storage, if
some preconditions for this project expressed in the
Committee and taken as a basls of the OTCA study conld
be changed and, in particular, if both the Khmer Republic
and Viet-Nam were to use it as the source for their ’
"electric power requirements from 1983 onwards. The
results -of the World‘Bank's review improves the basis for
updating of the feasibility report that will eventually

be necessary.



i .

In respénse to the request made at the 60th session of the
Mekong Committee (17-23% January 1973) the Overseas
Technical Cooperation Agency of Japan reviewed the World
Bank consultants'“reﬁort on its study of alternatives for
multipurpose development at Sambor, OICA found that the
Bank concept was based on criteria different from those
used in ODCA's‘report. Examples are that in the OTCA
study (1) dry-season navigation was to be realized up to
Stung Treng; (2) most of the electricity was to be
consumed in the‘Khmer Republie whereas the Bank expected
most of the electricity be consumed in Viet-Nam;

(3) resettlement was to be kept at a.minimum;

'(h) efficiency of gravity irrigation was to be maintained;
(5) daily fluetuation of down-stream levels was to be
minimized wﬁereas the Bank allows quite considerzble daily
fluetuation; and (6) free board at the dam was to be
adequate, OTCA suggests that in order to evaluate the
Bank's suggestions properly, detailed studies should be
made in order to decide which eriteria would be more
suitable before the feasibility study conclusions are
revised. o
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