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THE MEANING OF RAMADAN
Ramadan is the month in which Muslims renew once again their
pledge to submit themselves totally and unreservedly to the Will of
God. It is a month for reflection and dedication. Wills strcngthened
by daylong abstinence and souls purified by nights spent in prayers,
they turn to God to repent their lapses in the past and vow to order
their "futures in such a way as to win God’s pleasure.
It is proper that Ramadan should have been des:gnated as a time

for renewal of the pledge. It was the month in which “Was sent | -

down the Qur’an, as a guide to mankind, also clear (Signs) for
guidance and Criterion for judgment (betweeu right and wrong).”
Beginning with the first of the revelations, which was sent down on |

a “Blessed Night” of Ramadan, the Qur an gave mankind a |
pthOSOphy and code of life, in accordance with whose commands
and prohibitions Muslims are enjoined to order their lives.

When fasting was made one of the Pillars of the Faith — “O ye
who believe, fasting is prescribed to you as it was prescribed'to
those before you, that ye may fear God and (learn) self-restraint”
— the aim was not that the believers should subject their bodies to
torture. Islam does not subscribe to the theory common to so many
other philosophies that there is inherent virtue in punishing the
body. The needs and passions man is heir to are not evils to be
suppressed or exorcised, but are what God, in His infinite Wisdom, !
wove into the human physique and psyéhe as a part of His Grand
Design. Those passions are not-to be denied but restrained.
Abstinence from food and drink is only one aspect of a comprehen-
sive scheme of training designed to strengthen the moral fiber of the
believer and to teach him to be restrained in his passions and

1 actions.

“And for such as had entertained the fear of standing before their-
Lord’s (tribunal) and had restrained (their) soul from lower desu’es,
their abode will be the Garden (of Bliss).” '

Muslims of this generatlon live in times when the need to restrain
their lower desires is more pressing and vital than ever before.
Barring a few honorable exceptions, our leaders and rulers, whose
thoughts and actions have arbitrary power over our present and
future, are 'men who have allowed their lower desires to triumph
over ‘“the fear of standing before their Lord’s tribunal,” and their
pursuit of power and personal glory has brought death, damnation

‘and shame oOn the nation of Islami.

_ ‘We have strayed far from the course charted for us by the Book
scnt down 10 us on ‘that “Blessed nght” in Ramadan. Ramadan
- gives ustan Opportumty to correct our course and choose that path
which “will ‘lead us to God's Merey. sAUD] GAZETTE wavd
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Important telephone numbers

"Traffic accident 993  Telephome repair 904
Ambulance 897 Directory enquiry 905
Fire service 998  New phone service 807
Police 599  Customer service 908
Operator Car phone service 914
International calls 900  Speaking ciock(Arabic) 961
Telex repair - 930 Speaking ciock(Bnglish) 963

Jeddah Riyadh Dammam

Saudi Airlines(Reservaiion) 632-3333  477-2222 894-3333

Airport 684-1701  222-1111 879-2601

Water 653-2951  435-9451 827-5222

Blectricity 632-2530  241-2222 832-3444
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